June / July 2016

COMMANDER CORNER

Fellow Legionnaires & Members of Post 91,

I would first like to “Thank You” for once again electing me as your Commander for the coming year and
for all of your support this past year.
For those of you that haven’t noticed, the new group of 29 Memorial Bricks have been installed. New
orders are always being taken at $40 each. When we have 20 orders, we will order them and install them.
You can purchase one to Memorialize a loved one, friend, family member, or for yourself. Just see your
friendly bartender for the forms.
As the Summer months heat up we will have our First Ever Gifts for the Yanks Poker Run on June 11th,
followed by our Flag Day Ceremony June 14th at 7pm in the Pavilion. If you have never attended a Flag
Day Ceremony, please plan on attending. Once again Friday Night burgers are already in full swing. This
year each unit will volunteer on a weekly rotation. Also don’t forget about the Wing Nights!!! July 4th
Fireworks will be taking place as usual with details to follow.
As we get into picnic season, please remember that the Pavilion is available on a first come first
serve basis, so take advantage of our great facility and scenic view. But also please be courteous and
considerate to other members when using the facilities, and always leave the Pavilion cleaner than you
found it.
The Third Annual Commanders Cup Charity Softball Game between Post 91 and VFW Post 3345 will be
held Sunday July 17th. We have reserved Hufsey Field on Sylvia Drive, in Brook Park 11am until 4pm.
The Homerun Derby @ $5 person will start at 11:30am with the game following around 12:30pm. There
will be food, beer, and soft drinks as well as 50/50 raffles. Last year’s event was a great time as those
that attended can attest, and hopefully this year will be bigger and better. Post 91 is, after all, the 2 time
defending Champions!!
I hope everyone has a Safe and Wonderful Summer-God Bless Our Troops!!!
God Bless the USA!!! Always Remember to Thank a Veteran!!!

For God and Country,

Jeff Myers

Post By The Lake Newsletter
Jeff Myers g Commander
Maureen Bauhof g Editor
Jim Masie g Designer
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Independence Day
The Declaration of Independence is the statement adopted by the Second Continental Congress meeting
at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania on July 4, 1776, which announced that the thirteen American colonies, then
at war with Great Britain, regarded themselves as thirteen newly independent sovereign states, and no
longer under British rule. Instead they formed a new nation—the United States of America. John Adams was
a leader in pushing for independence, which was passed on July 2 with no opposing vote cast. A committee
of five had already drafted the formal declaration, to be ready when Congress voted on independence.
John Adams persuaded the committee to select Thomas Jefferson to compose the original draft of the
document, which Congress would edit to produce the final version. The Declaration was ultimately a
formal explanation of why Congress had voted on July 2 to declare independence from Great Britain, more
than a year after the outbreak of the American Revolutionary War.
After ratifying the text on July 4, Congress issued the Declaration of Independence in several forms. The
source copy used for original printing has been lost, and may have been a copy in Thomas Jefferson’s
hand. Jefferson’s original draft, complete with changes made by John Adams and Benjamin Franklin, and
Jefferson’s notes of changes made by Congress, are preserved at the Library of Congress. The best known
version of the Declaration, a signed copy that is popularly regarded as the official document, is displayed
at the National Archives in Washington, D.C. This engrossed copy was ordered by Congress on July 19, and
signed primarily on August 2.
The sources and interpretation of the Declaration have been the subject of much scholarly inquiry. The
Declaration justified the independence of the United States by listing colonial grievances against King
George III, and by asserting certain natural and legal rights, including a right of revolution.
Abraham Lincoln made it the centerpiece of his rhetoric (as in the Gettysburg Address of 1863), and
his policies. Since then, it has become a well-known statement on human rights, particularly its second
sentence:
“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”
This has been called “one of the best-known sentences in the English language”, containing “the most potent
and consequential words in American history”. The passage came to represent a moral standard to which
the United States should strive. This view was notably promoted by Abraham Lincoln, who considered the
Declaration to be the foundation of his political philosophy, and argued that the Declaration is a statement
of principles through which the United States Constitution should be interpreted.
Philadelphia held the first annual commemoration of independence on July 4, 1777, while Congress was
still occupied with the ongoing war. George Washington issued double rations of rum to all his soldiers to
mark the anniversary of independence in 1778. In 1781, Massachusetts became the first state to make
July 4th an official state holiday.
Independence Day is a national holiday marked by patriotic displays. Similar to other summer-themed
events, Independence Day celebrations often take place outdoors. Families often celebrate Independence
Day by hosting or attending a picnic or barbecue and take advantage of the day off. Decorations are
generally colored red, white, and blue, the colors of the American flag. Parades are often in the morning,
while fireworks displays occur in the evening.
Independence Day fireworks are often accompanied by patriotic songs such as the national anthem “The
Star-Spangled Banner”, “God Bless America”, “America the Beautiful”, “My Country, ‘Tis of Thee”, “This Land
Is Your Land”, “Stars and Stripes Forever”, and, regionally, “Yankee Doodle” in northeastern states and
“Dixie” in southern states. Some of the lyrics recall images of the Revolutionary War or the War of 1812.
A salute of one gun for each state in the United States, called a “salute to the union”, is fired on Independence
Day at noon by any capable military base.
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THE AMERICAN LEGION
Brian Riddle, 1st Vice Commander
Thank you to the membership for reelecting me to 1st Vice Commander for the 2016/2017 term year.
Congratulations to all the Officers and delegates that were elected for this term. The main duty of the 1st
Vice Commander is taking care of the annual membership drive each year. Post 91 has met the challenge
for the past 18 continuous years of hitting the goal for all-time high in membership. We did it again this
year.
If you have moved or have had a change of address, please fill out a membership change form so I can
submit it to District. The 2017 membership drive starts July 1st, 2016. I only ask that the members renew
as soon as possible. Members, you can renew online at https://www.members.legion.org or through the
mail. It is easier if you do it online because you can update all your information online, including your
physical & email address.
In closing, take the time to look around the entire Post 91 area. The Post has done a lot of improvements,
and the previous board members are to be congratulated on their never ending pursuit to make this
‘Post by the Lake’ one of the best in Ohio. It is usually a handful of members that make the things happen
around the Post, but it is the entire membership that makes American Legion Post 91 the BEST.

Don ‘Flash’ Vaji, Gifts for The Yanks Chairman
Thanks to everyone who supported Gifts for the Yanks. We collected $23,050 for the year. We are going
to try and beat this again next year!!!
Thanks again ….
Flash

Post 91 Kitchen
We have the kitchen up and running for Lunches Tuesday through Friday 11AM-3PM.
The kitchen is open Monday nights for the drawing from 6-8pm with one special being served. We are
still trying to open Tuesday and Wednesday evenings and possibly some Saturdays.
Stay tuned for further updates on kitchen.
Here is a list of our Wednesday lunch specials for June and July:
June 1st

Ham & Cheese casserole

June 8th

Stuffed Cabbage

June 15th

Meat Loaf

June 22nd Sweet & Sour Chicken
June 29th

Breaded Tenderloin

July 6th

Ziti with Sausage

July 13th

Pierogi & Kielbasa

July 20th

Lasagna

July 27th

Liver & Onions

Come and join Lynn and Tina for a great lunch this summer!
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THE AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY
Sharon (Sheri) Krepelka, Ladies Auxiliary President
It is getting close to summer and I can’t wait! Hopefully everyone will have their flowers and gardens in
the ground by now.
I wish to thank everyone for their participation in the Auxiliary Garage Sale and Flower Sale. The
garage sale raises money for the scholarships we award. The flower sale benefits our veteran’s that
are homeless, in the hospital and overseas. Both events were very successful. Leave it to the American
Legion Post 91 families to come forward and help. God Bless you all!
Don’t forget the Post family picnic scheduled for Sunday August 16th. Mark your calendars! I am in
charge of the kids games and looking forward to all the fun!

Vicki Chainey, 1st Vice President Ladies Auxiliary
The Memorial Service was beautiful and brought tears to many as we remembered our lost Veteran’s.
Up & Coming Events:
June 17th Auxiliary Burger Night serving 6pm-8pm.
June 19th

Father’s Day Breakfast, 10 am - 1 pm in the canteen, Fathers eat free and small fee for others.

July 3rd

Parade starts at 6:30pm from the Fairgrounds and goes through downtown Berea.

July 4th

Fireworks Display with food and beverages to purchase from 6 pm to 10 pm.

July 22nd

Auxiliary Burger Night serving 6pm-8pm.

Contact Vicki Chainey or Sheri Krepelka if you’d like to help with Burger Night.
Enjoy the summer season with family and friends and always remember safety first. God bless everyone.

Nancy Doutt, Membership Chairman Ladies Auxiliary
Death has entered our ranks again with the loss of Toni Temple. Toni was President of the Ohio Network
for Chemically Injured (ONFCI) and joined the American Legion Auxiliary to try to help others with multiple
chemical sensitivity. She often shared information/articles for veterans and the military regarding this
and was instrumental in making the month of May MSC Awareness Month. A combination of Toni and
Barb Miller’s work with local legislators was very instrumental in helping us receive the Emma McBane
plaque twice for our Legislative program.
To date, we have processed 356 senior and 21 junior members and are at 83% of our new goal—just 76
more renewed or new members are needed to reach our goal. We did make our Junior goal! Thank you!!

Auxiliary Scholarship & Garage Sale
We had another banner year with the garage sale, thanks to all donors, buyers and volunteers. The
Auxiliary was able to award five scholarships to the following students seeking continuing education:
Andrea Cunningham, Megan Gilroy, Dane Hritz, Elizabeth Riddle, and Arianna Wos. Congratulations!!

Nancy Doutt, Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation (VA&R) Chairman Ladies Auxiliary
Thank you for another successful plant and flower sale, also! Proceeds from the sale benefit our Veterans
program. We just played bingo with the veterans at Wade Park VA Hospital and a fun time was had by all.
If you’d like to help with the ward visit in the summer or the next bingo trip in the fall, please let me know.
Church Street Ministries is in need of pots and pans, small kitchen appliances such as toasters, coffee
makers, microwaves, toaster ovens, etc., and larger appliances such as washers, electric dryers, electric
ranges and refrigerators. They also need good clean furniture like dressers, chest of drawers, couches
and recliners. These items are used to help veterans set up their living accommodations when they
transition into their own housing.
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION
Jim Matej, S.A.L. Commander
Greetings to all and yes, we are heading into summer. We
had our elections and you’ll have me for another year.
Congratulations to our newly elected officers.
Chuck O’Malley – Treasurer
Charlie O’Malley – 1st Vice
Duane Schaft – 2nd Vice
Doug Bloch – Adjunct
Sean Boddy – Sergeant of Arms
Jerry Kelly - Chaplain
Frank Whalen – Historian
Steve Leopold – Membership

David “Bear” Hof Memorial Scholarship
The scholarship committee had another tough year with nine
strong candidates. After much discussion and deliberation,
they selected Andrea Cunningham as the $1000.00 scholarship
recipient for 2016. Andrea will be attending the University of
Mount Union, in the fall.
We would like to thank all of you who applied.
If you would like to make a donation to the “David Bear Hof
Memorial Scholarship” fell free to contact one of our Squadron
Officers. You can also send or drop off your donation at
Post 91.

Membership/Finance
Our membership year is over for 2016, all cards have been sent
back to Department in Columbus. So any new members that
we get will be held until I get 2017 cards in July. We had a good
year with 389 as our total paid membership, an ALL TIME HIGH
for Squadron 91. This makes us the largest squadron in District
13 before the S.A.L. convention.
Look for your membership notices for this year. If your address
has changed, please let us know so we can get your notice to
you. Please include your email address for future mailings.
We have many items planned for this year; keep your calendars
open.
If you have a question or concern just see one of our officers
or drop us note and we will relay it to the proper person. Better
yet come to our monthly membership meeting on the 2nd
Wednesday of every month @ 7:30pm in the Post Hall.
We hope that everyone has a very safe and enjoyable summer.
See you at the Family Picnic in August.
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House Votes to
Ban Confederate
Flags on Veterans
Administration
Cemetery Flagpoles
Story by the Associated Press; curated
by Dave Urbanski
WASHINGTON (AP) — The House
has voted to ban the display of
the Confederate flag on flagpoles
at
Veterans
Administration
cemeteries.
The 265-159 vote would block
descendants and others seeking
to commemorate veterans of the
Confederate States of America
from flying the Confederate Battle
Flag over mass graves, even
on days that flag displays are
permitted.
California Democrat Jared Huffman
authored the prohibition, saying
the flag represents “racism, slavery
and division.”
After a mass shooting at a South
Carolina black church last year,
the state legislature ordered the
flag removed from the capitol in
Columbia.
The House approved amendments
last year to block the display and
sale of the Confederate flag at
national parks but a backlash from
Southern Republicans caused GOP
leaders to scrap the underlying
spending bill.

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS
Edward Leopold, A.L.R. Director
Hello Everyone,
It is June and the bikes are clean and its time to ride. Our
first ride in April was a “Rally for the Troops”. Post 91
had 13 riders attend, we went to Post 703 for very good
breakfast. From there we rode to Newburgh Hts. To meet
an additional 100 bikes and a police escort to downtown.
The day was very special for me as my granddaughter,
Kaylin, rode with me. I was very proud to have her stand
next to me as we honored those that served and are still
serving our country. Thank you Kaylin!
On June 11th, we are sponsoring our 1st “Gifts for the Yanks
Poker Run”. Bikes and cars are both welcome to attend.
There are flyers at the Post with all the information, a list
of Posts we will be attending and the times for the event.
Burger night is back and the Riders are making on the
second Friday of each month. Mike Farrell and I are the
chef’s. if you would like to volunteer give me a call or see
us on the 2nd Friday night of the month.
4th of July is approaching quick, and a few of our riders
will be serving beverages outside the post, for the firework
display. Stop down and support the Post.
Till next time, Thank A Vet. Big Ed.

Charity Report
Post 91 has made the following charitable contributions for
the months of April & May 2016
Berea Arts Fest.............................................. $100
The Memorial Day Foundation.................... $100
Berea Kiwanis Club........................................ $175
S.A.L. Squadron............................................. $75
NMSS............................................................... $100
VFW Strongsville Post 3345......................... $100
Hanson House................................................ $125
Berea Community Patron Sponsorship...... $250
Berea Event Sponsorship............................. $1,000
Berea Fire Department................................. $1,090
Berea Police Department............................. $953
Traveling Wall................................................. $200
Gifts for the Yanks......................................... $23,050.91
TOTAL..........................................................$27,318.91

Barnett: House Request
for VA Funding Falls Short
American Legion National Commander
Dale Barnett shared discontentment
for the House of Representative’s
proposed 2017 Military ConstructionVA (MILCON-VA) appropriations bill,
while praising the Senate’s proposal.
Today both the Senate and the House
put forth varying versions of MILCONVA, with the Senate providing the
requested funding for the Department
of Veterans Affairs (VA) and the House
falling short of that request.
“We have serious concerns about
funding shortfalls in future years.
How does Congress expect the VA to
provide adequate health care to our
nation’s military veterans if they are
not providing the needed funding to
carry out those health care needs? We
are grateful for the Senate’s proposal.
However, The American Legion fully
expects all of Congress to provide the
much needed funds that the president
is requesting for the VA,” American
Legion National Commander Dale
Barnett strongly expressed.
This follows much criticism in recent
years of VA’s ability to treat military
veterans and process disability claims
and appeals in a timely manner, and
also repair an aging and crumbling
infrastructure that is suffering from
mold and insect infestation.
The Senate’s draft of MILCON-VA,
which was drafted by Chairman
Kirk and Ranking Member Tester,
includes funding to hire 300 new
claims processors and 240 additional
employees for the Board of Veterans
Appeals. These initiatives are proposed
to reduce the appeals backlog.
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Ohio Legionnaire Reaches Summit of Mt. Everest
Legionnaire and co-founder of Summit for Soldiers Mike
Fairman accomplished what few Americans ever will – he
reached the 29,029 summit of Mount Everest.
The former Navy corpsman and an Afghanistan war veteran
from Columbus, Ohio, reached the highest point on the
planet on May 19 at 11 a.m. Nepal time. Fairman, a member
of Legion Post 276, made the ascent wearing The American
Legion emblem on his parka. A Summit for Soldiers American
Legion team comprised of six Ohio Legion members –
Dietrich Stallsworth, Steven Downey, Andrew Oakes, Anna
Pelino and Rick Amoros – will depart for Nepal on May 24
to trek to the 17,565-foot Everest Base Camp and deliver supplies to villagers who have endured a major
earthquake and a deadly avalanche in the last two years.
Fairman and other post-9/11 era veterans built the growing network called Summit for Soldiers seven
years ago, and The American Legion Department of Ohio became a strong supporter this year. The
department was the title sponsor of a “R.O.C. for Veterans Music Festival” April 2 in downtown Columbus
to promote the expedition and to attract more veterans to the cause. The group’s purpose is to encourage
healthy outdoor activity and provide veteran-to-veteran support for those who suffer and may be at risk
of post-traumatic stress disorder or suicide. Activities have included winter treks through national parks,
bicycle rides, hikes, fishing trips and other experiences in central Ohio and across the country.
Fairman tried to take his own life three years ago. Today, Fairman wears a tattoo that expresses four
figures: 22 for the number of veterans who commit suicide daily in America, 60-80 for the minutes that
pass between each self-inflicted death, 8,000 for the annual tally of such tragedies, “and the minus-one
is for me,” he said. “Summiting a mountain, there’s all these objective hazards that you have no control
over, just like in dealing daily with mental health issues. You get to the summit, and what do you do? You
go back down and start over again. It’s a daily struggle. That’s the analogy behind Summit for Soldiers.
For me, it’s to show you can go and take on big challenges.”
To learn more about Summit for Soldiers, the group’s website can be found at www.summitforsoldiers.
org and its Facebook page is at www.facebook.com/summitforsoldiers.

JAMES C. MASIE MEMORIAL GOLF CLASSIC
Jim Masie, JCM Committee- The James C. Masie Memorial Golf Classic
will be held on Saturday August 13, 2016 at Emerald Woods Golf Courses
located in nearby Columbia Station. The tournament starts at 9am with
a shotgun start. Players golf in foursomes and you do not have to be on
a team to participate. Proceeds benefit The James C. Masie Memorial
Scholarship Fund.
Registration is $80. Keep an eye out at the canteen for sign-up or visit www.postbythelake.org/
jcm. Fee includes 18 holes of golf, cart, lunch, steak dinner, various contests, and goodies. Sign
up deadline is late July.
If you wish to participate, volunteer, or sponsor a hole, please contact Ron Fazekas at 440-4873297, Jim Masie at 216-990-1571, Mel Baher at 216-214-9314 or the Post Canteen at 440-234-0091.
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MONDAY

27

Father’s Day
Breakfast
10am-1PM
26

7PM Executive
Board Meeting

20

7:30PM
Meeting

13

Flag disposal
ceremony
Tuesday
June 14
6
at the Post

19 A.L.R Mtg Noon

12

5

SUNDAY

Lunch Special
Breaded
Tenderloin

29

Lunch Special
Sweet & Sour
Chicken

22

Lunch Special
Meat Loaf

15

7:30PM Meeting
Lunch Special
Stuffed Cabbage

8

1
Lunch Special
Ham & Cheese
casserole

WEDNESDAY

Father’s Day Breakfast
June 19 10 am to 1PM
Dad’s eat Free

28

21

14
Flag Day Ceremony
7PM in the Pavilion

7

TUESDAY

24

17

10

3

FRIDAY

LUNCHES Tue-Fri 11AM-3PM

KITCHEN OPEN

30

7PM Executive
Board

23

16

7PM Meeting

9

2

THURSDAY

25

18

11
A.L.R.
Gifts for the
Yanks Poker
Run

4

SATURDAY

24

A.L.R.
Meeting Noon
Commanders Cup
Charity Softball Game

17

10

3

SUNDAY

Annual

MONDAY

7PM Executive
Board Meeting

25

18

7:30PM
Meeting

11

Food, Beer, Soft
Drinks 50/50 Raffle

Commanders Cup
Charity Game

3

rd

26

19

12

5

Softball game to
follow

starting at 11:30am

Homerun Derby
$5 per person

TUESDAY

Lunch Special
Liver & Onions

27

Lunch Special
Lasagna

7:30PM Meeting
Lunch Special
Pierogi & Kielbasa
20

13

Lunch Special
Zita with
Sausage
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WEDNESDAY

29

22

15

8

1

FRIDAY

LUNCHES Tue-Fri 11AM-3PM

KITCHEN OPEN

7PM Executive
Board

28

21

7PM Meeting

14

7

Hufsey Field
Sylvia Dr
Brook Park

Post 91 vs
VFW Post 3345

THURSDAY

30

23

16

9

2

SATURDAY

FROM THE EDITOR
Maureen Bauhof, Editor
I’d like to congratulate the new Officers of the Legion, S.A.L., Auxiliary, ALR & Board for 2016-2017 year. I wish
you a successful year working & supporting each other to help our Veteran’s and to give back to our community.
Teamwork is described as coordinated efforts on the part of a group of persons acting together as a team in the
interests of a common cause. I am sure that the group of you will “Team” together to make Post 91 one of the
best in Ohio.
The Post 91 units are all hard working volunteers for their unit and the Post. They give their time to help Veterans
and the community. Many of our members volunteered alongside their parents and have continued thru
adulthood.
A big “Thanks” goes to the previous board for their time and dedication to the success of the Post.
I am working to update our email file with new members and replacing the bounce backs with corrected
emails. Please contact me with your email address if you are not currently receiving the email newsletter.
maureenbauhof@gmail.com
Stop down at the Post!

2016-2017 Post 91 Officers & Board
American Legion Officers

Sons of the American Legion Officers

Jeff Myers		

Commander

Jim Mateji

Commander

Brian Riddle		

1st Vice Commander

Chuck O’Malley

Treasurer

Tim Jeffers		

2nd Vice Commander

Charlie O’Malley

1st Vice Commander

Tom Morgan		

Finance Officer

Duane Schaft

2nd Vice Commander

George Masie		

Adjutant

Doug Bloch

Adjutant

Sean Boddy

Sergeant of Arms

Jerry Kelly

Chaplain

Frank Whalen

Historian

Steve Leopold

Membership

Executive Board			
Tony Mazzeo, Len Drager, Lenny Novak, Ed Kaletta,
Ron Fezekas, Mel Baher, Don Vagi

American Legion Auxiliary Officers
Sheri Krepelka		

President

American Legion Riders Officers

Vicki Chainey		

1st Vice President

Ed Leopold

Director

Stacey Lehmann		

2nd Vice President

Frank Whalen

Assistant Director

Natalie Wos		

Secretary

Lynn Crann

Secretary

Nancy Doutt		

Treasurer & Membership

Margie Leopold

Treasurer

Vonnie Kline		

Chaplin

Darryl Stewart

Judge Advocate

Barb Miller		

Sgt.-at-Arms

Fran Lorence

Membership Representative
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BULLETIN BOARD
Events

New Membership

Sick Call

June

The American Legion

Ralph Schaefer

11........... Poker Run

Transfers - Patrick Reagan from Post
610, Kevin Umbell from Post 888,
William Greenwood from Post 470,
Lou Stefanini from Post 888, Mark
Kirkpatrick from Post 888, John D.
Cimperman from Post 888, John F.
McLaughlin from Post 234, Gordon
C. McIntosh from Post 421

Taps

19.......... Father’s Day Breakfast
July
3............ 4th of July Parade
4............ Fireworks At The Post
17.......... Commanders Cup

American Legion Auxilary
Deborah Aloia, Jodie Bogdan, Briget
Buchanan, Barbara Caliebe, Joan
Kovacs, Michelle VanBelleghem,
Mary Ward, Darlene Williams, Natalie
Wos, Juliann Zant

William Henry, Stanley Wiechowski,
Albert “Skip” Hand, Toni Temple

Membership & Info
Please call 440-234-0091 or visit our
website: www.postbythelake.org.

Hall Rentals
Please contact Renee Gillespie,
Monday though Saturday 9:00am to
5:00pm @440-234-0091 or 440-2837363.

Sons of the American Legion
None to report

Fireworks at
the Post

Please come down to the Post for
“Fireworks By The Lake”; with food,
beverage, fun and the best fireworks
in Greater Cleveland. Fireworks begin
around 10pm.

