December 2013/January 2014

Commander Corner

Fellow Legionnaires & Members of Post 91,

Greetings to all. Winter, Winter, Winter it’s here, but that means spring is next. I hope everyone
that attended the clam bake enjoyed themselves. If you missed it – you missed a good one.
Thanks Jeff and all that helped. Veteran’s day went well and a big thanks to the Auxiliary and
S.A.L. for a great job. The reverse raffle on November 16th went well and a big thanks to all the
groups and our favorite MC, Tim Monahan. Thanks to everyone that helped with the events that
took place in the past two months. It is a lot of work and time and it is appreciated. Remember
to stop in for breakfast on every other Sunday prepared by our ALR unit and to look at the
calendars for events that will be taking place at our Post in the coming months.
I hope you took the time to renew your membership before November 11th and received your
early bird sticker. The Post is doing well and continues to grow in membership. This is just a
reminder to all our Blue Caps that election of officers and Executive positions will be here sooner
than you realize. The nominations are in April and the election of officers and executive positions
is in May. We need you to get involved. We need ALL the positions to be filled to continue to
operate in an efficient manner.
A special thanks to all of our members who give so generously to help others who are in need.
You are the best. The giving tree is up and we need your help in helping others who are in need. I
want to wish all of you a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. We will talk again next year- 2014.
Have a great day and remember if given the chance, thank a Veteran and our Military personal.

For God and Country,

Tony Mazzeo
Post By The Lake Newsletter

Contents

December 2013/January 2014

Commander....................................... 1

Tony Mazzeo g Commander
Ron Fazekas g Editor
Jim Masie g Creative Director

1

Featured Story..................................2,7
The American Legion....................... 3
American Legion Auxiliary.............. 4
American Legion Riders................... 5

Albert E. Baesel g American Legion Post 91

Sons of the American Legion.......... 5

91 American Legion Parkway g Berea, OH 44017

From The Editor................................. 8

440-234-0091 g post91@wowway.biz

Bulletin Board.................................... 9

www.postbythelake.org

Christmas 1968
For most Americans, Vietnam was a pop-art oddity 12,000 miles
away; for me, it was as real as the blood coursing through my
veins and oozing onto the ground. A helter skelter piece of a
Chi-Com grenade had found its mark.
As I lay there in pain, watching my life’s blood steal away into the
earth, the phrase “ashes to ashes and dust to dust” brought a
whole new reality into perspective for this 19-year-old man-child.
As I felt myself slip away into the black realm of unconsciousness,
the thought and memories of home seemed to envelop my
whole being, and I found peace and solidarity in remembrances
of a simpler time. I devoured this sense of tranquility like a
ravished scavenger. Then in the distance, I heard a voice yell,
“Medic,’ and next I felt a hand on my shoulder. In a voice that
would calm and angry sea, he said, “You’re going to be fine son.”
At that instant, I released myself to drift into sweet, sweet sleep.
When I awoke, I was back at base camp in a real bed, the likes of which I had not seen in six months. It actually
had white sheets that smelled of Ivory Snow and were as soft as a mother’s touch. I knew I was safe now. The
metal that had invaded and ripped my body had been removed, and my limbs that had been scorched with fire
were now wrapped so delicately and precisely with white gauze. The smell of iodine flowed over me, and it was as
refreshing as the smell of newly mowed grass after a summer rain.
The next voice I heard was that of a nurse. She spoke softly, and the sweet melody of her voice was a harmonic
orchestration of every woman’s voice I had ever heard. Her visits to change my dressings were more powerful
than any narcotic. As soon as she would come into view, the pain would cease. In the cradle of her care, I healed
– not just my wounds but, the hatred for an enemy I did not know.
Christmas Eve, I returned to my unit. The stench of burning excrement hung in the air as thick as molasses.
Everywhere the business of war was being attended to – sandbags being filled, bunkers being dug, rifles being
cleaned - plans for survival regulated everyone. I had always thought there was no recognizable smell for
impending death, but this country reeked of it. It was everywhere, no one left unscathed, no one left untouched,
no one emotionally unscarred. We all had seen death, and we all had helped him, and I had returned to help him
more.

I had reached my unit in time for mail call. I had not anticipated receiving any mail; I didn’t write letters;
what was there about war and death worth writing home about? I was stunned beyond belief when I
heard my name called, but a quick punch from a buddy snatched me back to the present. I had received
three huge packages from home. Each one filled with all the love and warmth a family could squeeze into
a box. There was candy, cookies, canned fruit, pictures, newspapers and more, and, there was enough
for everyone. Others brought out packages they had received and we all sat around devouring this slice
of home.
For the moment in time there was no war, no death, no dying, no pain. The feast of love our families had
sent could not be rivaled in any banquet hall. We sang every Christmas song we knew, and, if we didn’t
know all the words, we improvised. Everyone had a story to tell about a special Christmas back home.
We shared a camaraderie that crossed all racial and religious backgrounds. It was the only time in my
life I’ve ever felt mutual, unconditional love for man and mankind, and I know it was shared by all of us.
Toward dusk we had just about succumbed to all the merriment when someone yelled, “Hey Jim, you
forgot a package over here.”
Continued on Page 7
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The American Legion
Darrell Stewart, 1st Vice Commander- The 2014 membership drive began July 1, 2013. As of November
14th, I have processed over 438 cards. Our 2014 quota is 594 so with our 53 LIFE members, 32 new
members and 14 transfers into Post 91, we now stand at 537. That is 90.4 % of our membership that
already has renewed for 2014. THANKS and PLEASE keep those cards coming in!. Believe me when I say
Post 91 is well recognized in the state of Ohio, and it is because of our membership.
Don’t forget membership meetings are the SECOND Thursday of each month at 7:00PM, and you are
also welcome to attend the Executive board meeting held the FOURTH Thursday of each month. YOU can
be part of the decision making process, if you attend these meetings and have an idea that promotes
activities and/or membership at Post 91. See you there!
Thanks for belonging to POST 91, and your continued support.
Jim Masie, Graphic Designer- In case you have not noticed, we’ve have made some cosmetic changes
to the newsletter. We have switched the body copy to a font that’s easier to read and added a real cool
military-like stencil font to section headers. Our goal is to keep the look of our newsletter fresh and new,
so expect some sort of changes every year.
Are you a member of Post 91’s official Facebook page? This page serves as Post 91’s presence on social
media, providing the latest news from Post 91, The American Legion, Armed Forces, and Veteran Affairs.
Currently, we have 134 likes. Our goal is to reach 500 by the end of 2014. To like our page, please visit
www.facebook.com/PostByTheLake and click on the “like” button. I encourage sharing with your friends,
as it’s an excellent way to lure new members.
The James C. Masie Memorial Golf Classic logo has received a facelift, as we slightly redesign the look and
feel. We have added my grandpa’s battleship (USS North Carolina) and changed font-styles. I plan on a
redesign of the website soon (www.postbythelake.org/jcm).
Make sure to show your Post 91 pride, by purchasing the Post 91 Member sticker.
Plans are in the works for a sign for the Pavilion. I am also working on ideas for new t-shirts and a license
plate holder. Expect something in 2014.
If you have any suggestions to graphically enhance our Post, please send me an email at jimmasie@
gmail.com.
Happy Holidays.

Happy Holidays
From Albert E. Baesel
American Legion Post 91
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American Legion Auxiliary
Vicki Chainey, 1st Vice President- Hope everyone took
the time to thank a Veteran on November 11th. The
Auxiliary and the Sons of the Legion put out a great
lunch and dinner for all Veterans that day, and I can say
that I enjoyed going around and thanking them for their
service.
Congratulations to the November Pick-3-Lotto “WINNERS”.
Part of the winnings will go to the Cleveland Fisher House
project, and to sending Veterans kids to camp. Thank
you everyone for making this possible.
Up & Coming Events:
December
9th- Meeting starts at 7 pm and we will be having
a short meeting.
14th- Children’s Christmas Party, 12-3 pm Post
Hall, signup sheet in Canteen, remember to bring
a gift wrapped with the full name of your child for
Santa to give.
25th- MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR’S
from the Ladies Auxiliary.
January
13th- Auxiliary Meeting 7:30 pm in hall.
17th- Fish Fry’s start 6-8 pm, if you would like to
be on the Auxiliary team please contact Vicki at
(440) 236-5739 for more information.
18th- Spaghetti Dinner, $8 and serving 5-8 pm
with music by Frankie starting at 7 pm, bring
your family and friends for a fun night out. Come
early to make sure you get those homemade
meatballs.
Please keep all Veterans and their Families in your prayer,
and may everyone have a happy and safe Holiday Season.
God Bless Everyone!!
Nancy Doutt, Community Service Chairman- By the
reading of this newsletter, the Giving Tree may already
be up in the Canteen. This year we are supporting
children through Berea Community Outreach (aka Berea
Welfare), the Aristocrat children, and a couple of local
needy families. The tags will indicate if the gift should
be returned wrapped or unwrapped, but wrapping paper
or gift bags can be given with the unwrapped gifts. We
request a quick turnaround, as Thanksgiving is so late
this year. All gifts are due back by Monday, Dec. 9th.

Nancy Doutt, Membership Chairman- WOW!
The early birds sure got the worm by paying
by Veteran’s Day!
We’ve processed 268
memberships, which is 73.024% of goal. THANK
YOU!!! We need 99 more paid memberships to
make goal by the end of the year. If you pay me
on
December 31st, your renewal does not get into
the department office by January 1st to show that
you are still current, so think about a holiday gift
to yourself and shop early and pay early so you
will not become delinquent by year’s end. You
can drop off yours dues any time at the Post,
Attn: Nancy Doutt, or mail them in the envelope
provided with your dues notice.
Nancy Doutt, VA&R Chairman- If you are
interested in playing bingo with the Veterans at
Wade Park in February or March, please let Nancy
know at (440) 552-4713.
Filled or empty 7.16 oz. Pringles cans are needed
for the poppy campaign collection. Please leave
them at the Post, Attn: Stacey or Nancy.
The State of Ohio War of 1812 Contest- The
Bicentennial Commission welcomes students
aged 13 – 18 and in grades 7 – 12 to compete in a
contest with $10,000 in cash prizes! Students are
invited to complete and submit original research
projects in the form of an essay, a website, a
podcast, or a Powerpoint presentation. The
deadline for submission of entries is January 31,
2014, and an awards ceremony will take place
April 4, 2014. The contest is financially sponsored
by Medical Mutual. To register to participate, visit
http://warof1812.ohio.gov/Contest.aspx.
2-1-1 Help 2 Veterans- On November 11, 2013,
United Way of Greater Cleveland, in conjunction
with Cuyahoga County, launched their 2-1-1 Help
2 Veterans program. It is manned by Veterans and
the service is available to honorably discharged
veterans, active military personnel, reservists,
National Guard members, their spouses and
minor children. Referrals include services for
finding employment, food, housing and utilities,
counseling needs, family support, legal issues,
Veterans administration and other benefits, tax
preparation and volunteer opportunities. It can
be reached by calling 2-1-1 or by logging onto
211oh.org.
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Sons of the American Legion
Chuck O’Malley, Commander- Well the cold weather is here
and we have put away the sideboards and tailgates for the
season. It’s time for all Sons to sit back to enjoy family and
friends. If you are inclined, to come up with some fresh ideas
for 2013.

Santa Prepared
to Return to
Post 91

I would ask you to stop by on the second Wednesday of the
month for our membership meeting; we will have some
drawings/incentives for attendance.
We hope you have a joyous Holiday Season
Upcoming Events:
December 11th – 7:30 PM Membership Meeting
January 8th– 7:30 PM Membership Meeting
Dave ‘Bear’ Hof Membership/Finance Chairman- Our
membership is now at 307 paid as of Nov 16th, which is
84.8% of our QUOTA for 2013. We need 55 more members
to pay up to be Quota. Remember if you don’t have a paid
membership before Jan.1st your key card will be turned off.
SO PAY UP!!!
Our meetings are on the 2nd Wednesday at 7:30pm in the
Post hall. They only last 1 hour so try to COME ON DOWN &
see what Commander O’Malley has to say.
Have you moved? We need your new address so let DARRELL,
NANCY, MARGIE, OR BEAR know so we can keep our records
correct at the Post.
HAPPY HOLIDAYS from your S.A.L. officers & their families.
Please be safe.

American Legion Riders
Keith Szuch, Director- Hello everyone. There is nothing
really new to report from the riders, other than we had our
annual Halloween party. We missed seeing many of you, well
maybe some other time or party. Remember that breakfast
has started on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month,
serving from 10:00 -12:30. To our riders, remember that your
dues are due by Dec 31st. Also make sure to pay your Post
dues as well. With the holiday season fast approaching us, I
would like to wish everyone a safe holiday season. In closing,
I would like to thank all those that helped this year at our
events and to our social members, special thanks, for all the
help and support gave during the year. Our events would
not have been a success without you. Thank you again to all
of you.
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Santa is checking his list and
finding out who is naughty and who
is nice. He will make his yearly visit
to Post 91 on Saturday December
14th at noon. The Berea police and
fire department have assured the
post that Santa will arrive on time,
with their help. As always Santa
will arrive on the hook and ladder
escorted by Berea’s finest.
All members’ children and
grandchildren, 10 and under,
are invited to attend this yearly
event. Just sign your child up at the
canteen and provide a small gift
that Santa can give to the child. Last
day for signup will be December
9th. Remember to have the child’s
name on the present. The Post will
provide pizza, soda and goodies for
everyone in attendance.

Christmas Poem
A Marine stationed in Okinawa Japan wrote this poem.
The following is his request. I think it is reasonable ...
PLEASE. Would you do me a thoughtful favor of sending
this poem to as many people as you can? Christmas
will be coming soon and some credit is due to our U.S.
service men and women for our being able to celebrate
these festivities.
Twas the night before Christmas, he lived all alone,
In a one bedroom house made of plaster & stone.
I had come down the chimney with presents to give
And to see just who in this home did live.
I looked all about a strange sight I did see,
No tinsel, no presents, not even a tree.
No stocking by the fire, just boots filled with sand,
On the wall hung pictures of far distant lands.
With medals and badges, awards of all kind
A sober thought came through my mind.
For this house was different, so dark and dreary,
I knew I had found the home of a soldier, once I could
see clearly.
I heard stories about them, I had to see more
So I walked down the hall and pushed open the door.
And there he lay sleeping silent alone,
Curled up on the floor in his one bedroom home.
His face so gentle, his room in such disorder,
Not how I pictured a United States soldier.
Was this the hero of whom I’d just read?
Curled up in his poncho, a floor for his bed?
His head was clean shaven, his weathered face tan,
I soon understood this was more than a man.
For I realized the families that I saw that night
Owed their lives to these men who were willing to fight.
Soon ‘round the world, the children would play,
And grownups would celebrate on a bright
Christmas day.
They all enjoyed freedom each month of the year,
Because of soldiers like this one lying here.
Contiuned on Page 7

Friday Night Fish Fries
Begin January 17th
Fish Fries begin January 17th continuing
every Friday through Good Friday April
18th. The menu will stay basically the
same as last year and you will see the
same happy cooks and waitresses, with
some new faces this year, volunteering
their time and skills to make this event a
success. We will still feature as our “fresh
catch of the day,” along with shrimp and
chicken tenders. Serving from 6-8 PM,
bring the whole family and Enjoy!

Charity Report
Post 91 has made the following charitable
contributions for the months of AugustNovember 2013:
Lou Groza Football..................................... $260
Berea-Midpark Athletic Boosters............. $375
Middleburg Early Education Center........ $180
Berea-Midpark Band Boosters................. $75
Amazing Grace............................................ $100
Berea Rotary............................................... $100
Camp Cheerful............................................ $100
S.A.L. Squadron Unit 91............................ $180
Auxiliary Unit 91......................................... $255
Juvenile Diabetes........................................ $100
Century Oak Center................................... $50
Cpl Brad Squires Memorial Fund............. $100
Berea Kiwanis Club.................................... $50
Eastland Inn (Thanksgiving Dinners)...... $100
Berea City Club........................................... $100
Cub Scout Pack 228.................................... $50
VA Hospice................................................... $500
Lakefront Lines (military transp.)............. $220
VA Medical Center...................................... $100
Veteran’s Relief Organization................... $200
GCVC (Pearl Harbor luncheon)................. $280

Total $3425
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Christmas Poem (continued)
The soldier awakened and I heard a rough voice,
“Santa don’t cry, this life is my choice;
I fight for freedom, I don’t ask for more,
my life is my God, my country, my Corps.”
With that he rolled over and drifted off into sleep,
I couldn’t control it, I continued to weep.
I watched him for hours, so silent and still,
I noticed he shivered from the cold night’s chill.
So I took off my jacket, the one made of red,
And I covered this Soldier from his toes to his head.
And I put on his T-shirt of gray and black,
With an eagle and an Army patch embroidered on back.
And although it barely fit me, I began to swell
with pride,
And for a shining moment, I was United States Army
deep inside.
I didn’t want to leave him on that cold dark night,
This guardian of honor so willing to fight.
Then the soldier rolled over, whispered with a voice so
clean and pure,
“Carry on Santa, it’s Christmas Day, all is secure.”
One look at my watch, and I knew he was right,
Merry Christmas my friend, and to all a good night!

Feature Story (continued)
As I weaved my way through everyone, I
looked up and there in the doorway stood
that wonderful angel of mercy who had
helped heal my wounds. In her arms was
a package that had been delivered to the
hospital. We both tore into it as if it were
a last ditch - effort to prolong the night
of revelry. Surely the wonderment within
this box would rekindle the joyous hours
we had just spent together.
As I lifted the lid, she let out a yell
so loud that everyone stopped and all
eyes focused on her and what she held
in her hands. In that instant nostalgia
had turned to joy as everyone caught a
glimpse of flashing silver streamers.
A roar went up as someone recognized,
“It’s a Christmas tree.” Everyone moved
feverishly to make a place to display
this silver Christmas tree. Then someone
began to sing “Silent Night,” and soon
everybody was singing from everywhere
in the compound – from foxhole, from
bunkers, from guard towers “Silent Night,
Holy Night” resounded from the small
country, in that small corner of the world,
and I’m sure it was joined at some faraway
rendezvous with millions of other voices
singing “sleep in heavenly peace.”
Thirty - five years later, my war is over;
my personal battles have been won and
another generation of young soldiers
prepare to endure a Christmas away from
family and friends.
My hope for them is that somehow they
are able to believe in the Spirit of the
season and “sleep in heavenly peace,”
among friend and foe.
This first appeared as the winning Christmas
Essay in The Orlando Sentinel, written by James
L. Worthington, a registered nurse,and director
of nursing at the Central Florida Rehabilitation
Complex in Mount Dora. He was with the 11th
Armored Cavalry Division.
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From The Editor
These editorials are the opinion of the Editor and do not reflect the opinions of the members of Post 91.

Ron Fazekas, Editor- With the holidays upon us, the following are some thoughts to reflect on.
We drink too much, smoke too much, spend too recklessly, laugh too little, drive too fast, get too angry, stay up too
late, get up too tired, read too little, watch TV too much, and pray too seldom. We have multiplied our possessions,
but reduced our values. We talk too much, love too seldom, and hate too often.
We’ve learned how to make a living, but not a life. We’ve added years to life not life to years. We’ve been all the way
to the moon and back, but have trouble crossing the street to meet a new neighbor.
These are the times of big men and small character, steep profits and shallow relationships. These are the days of
two incomes but more divorce, fancier houses, but broken homes. These are days of quick trips, disposable diapers,
throwaway morality, one night stands, overweight bodies, and pills that do everything from cheer, to quiet, to kill.
Remember; spend some time with your loved ones, because they are not going to be around forever.
Remember, say a kind word to someone who looks up to you in awe, because that little person soon will grow up
and leave your side.
Remember, to give a warm hug to the one next to you, because that is the only treasure you can give with your
heart and it doesn’t cost a cent.
Remember, to say, “I love you” to your partner and your loved ones, but most of all mean it. A kiss and an embrace
will mend hurt when it comes from deep inside of you.
Remember to hold hands and cherish the moment for someday that person will not be there again.
Give time to love, give time to speak, and give time to share the precious thoughts in your mind. Throw out
nonessential numbers. This includes age, weight and height. Let the doctor worry about them. That is why you pay
him/her.
Keep only cheerful friends. The grouches pull you down.
Keep learning never let the brain idle. “An idle mind is the devil’s workshop.” And the devil’s name is Alzheimer’s.
Enjoy the simple things.
Laugh often, long and loud. Laugh until you gasp for breath. The tears happen. Endure, grieve, and move on. The
only person who is with us our entire life, is ourselves. Be ALIVE while you are alive
Surround yourself with what you love, whether it’s family, pets, keepsakes, music, plants, hobbies, whatever. Your
home is your refuge.
Cherish your health: If it is good, preserve it. If it is unstable, improve it. If it is beyond what you can improve, get
help.
Don’t take guilt trips. Take a trip to the mall, to the next county, to a foreign country, but NOT to where the guilt is.
Tell the people you love that you love them, at every opportunity.
AND ALWAYS REMEMBER:
Life is not measured by the number of breaths we take, but by the moments that take our breath away.
Have a Happy Holiday and please pray for our troops.
“Fathom the hypocrisy of a government that requires every citizen to prove they are insured….but not everyone must prove
they are a citizen, and now, any of those who refuse, or are unable to prove they are citizens will receive free insurance paid
for by those who are forced to buy insurance because they are citizens.” Ben Stein
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Bulletin Board
Events
December
14.......... Kids Christmas Party
January
17.......... Fish Fries Start
18.......... Spaghetti Dinner

New Membership

Sick Call

The American Legion- Donald
Hannaford, Sam Weaver, Thomas
Stephens, Kenneth Patterson,
Lawrence Bender, Ronald Wick,
Christopher Zurawski, William
Malumphy, William Miller, Lawrence
Ferrone, Blaise Salada, Edelio Rocha,
Joseph Conrad, Daniel Roth
American Legion Auxilary- Linda
Hayes, Kelly Becker, Jane Koch,
Janet J. Koch, Marcia McCann, Betty
Slatinsky, Anne Vrana
Sons of the American LegionBrian Hill, John Weaver, Bill Laurent,
Michael Cammerata, Andrew
Edwards, Zachariah Zurawski

Gerri Grospitch

Taps

Hugh Young, Edwin Erickson, John
Dziedziak, Jeanette Halter

Membership & Info

Please call 440-234-0091 or visit our
website: www.postbythelake.org.

Hall Rentals

Please contact Sue Milter- Monday
though Saturday 9:00am to 5:00pm
@440-234-0091 or 440-623-6494.
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