February/March 2014

Commander Corner

Fellow Legionnaires & Members of Post 91,

Yes, you’re right it is winter and a cold one at that. Just around the corner is spring - I hope.
Things are looking good at the Post and remember to check the calendars for the events that are
taking place at our Post. The fish frys have begun and the ALR are doing the Sunday breakfast
on the 2nd and 3rd Sunday of the month.
To all the Blue Caps, I want to invite you to get involved in the elections that will be happening
in May with the first round of nominations in April. We have to fill the Commander, Adjutant, 1st
Vice Commander, 2nd Vice Commander, Finance Officer and Executive Board positions. We have
been having good turn outs at the monthly meeting which is the 2nd Thursday of each month.
Remember having members involved is what makes and will continue to keep American Legion
Post 91, the best Post in the state of Ohio.
I want to thank everyone for their support over the past 3 years. It has been a privilege to be the
Commander of this great Post. We really do a lot for our community and more; and it would not
be possible without every ones support and generosity. Stay strong, stay involved and continue
to help your Post stay involved in the great things we do.
Have an outstanding day and remember if given the chance, thank a Veteran and our Military
personnel.

For God and Country,

Tony Mazzeo
Post By The Lake Newsletter
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The Secret Code Talkers of Iwo Jima:
How a Bizarre Language Saved Lives
When Samuel first glimpsed the Pacific Island of Iwo Jima, he
was confident the US marines would capture it within hours.
The island was tiny and the Japanese defenders seemed to
have fled. As the marines landed, at precisely 8.59am on 19
February, 1945, they were met by an eerie silence.
In fact, the Japanese were in hiding. Not until many thousands
of marines were ashore did they open fire with machine guns,
inflicting devastating losses.
The ensuing battle was to last 35 days and resulted in almost
7,000 dead and 19,000 wounded. That Iwo Jima was captured
at all is due, in large part, to Samuel Tso and his team of Navajo
Code Talkers.
These Native American code talkers were the USA’s secret
weapon in World War Two. Without them, the US marines’
battle for Japan’s heavily defended Pacific Islands would have
proved infinitely more costly.
Tso and his men performed what seemed like a miracle:
relaying battlefield communications in a code so complex that
the Japanese were unable to decipher it. This would ultimately
lead America to victory in the Pacific field of battle.

Samuel Tso

The idea to use the Native American Navajo language for battlefield communications came from Philip
Johnston, a missionary’s son. He was one of the few non-Navajos in the world who spoke the language
fluently.
Johnston knew that the military was desperately searching for a
coded language that was impossible to decipher. He also knew
that other Native American languages had been used, to great
effect, in the First World War.
Navajo was considered the perfect choice of language for an
undecipherable code: its tortuous syntax and numerous dialects
made it unintelligible to anyone who had not been exposed to it
for years.
In the spring of 1942, the US army decided to test Johnston’s
ingenious idea. The first Navajo recruits - 29 of them - created the
special code.
It was of vital importance that they did not make mistakes.
Thousands of lives were dependent on them being able to relay
communications quickly and accurately.
Continued on Page 7
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The American Legion
Darrell Stewart, 1st Vice Commander- The
2014 membership drive began July 1, 2013. As
of December 19th we have achieved ALL TIME
HIGH. I have processed over 497 cards. Our 2014
quota is 594 so with that turn-in of cards and
our 53 LIFE members, 41 new members and
18 transfers into Post 91, we now stand at 620
members. That is 104.38 % of our membership
that already has renewed for 2014. Believe me
when I say Post 91 is well recognized in the state
of Ohio, and it is because of our members.
Don’t forget membership meetings are the
SECOND Thursday of each month at 7:00PM, and
you are also welcome to attend the Executive
Board meeting held the FOURTH Thursday of
each month. YOU can be part of the decision
making process, if you attend these meetings
and have an idea that promotes activities and/or
membership at Post 91. See you there!
Thanks for belonging to POST 91, and your
continued support.
Jeff Myers, Post 91 Scholarship Chairman- Post
91 Scholarship 2014... scholarship Forms will be
available behind the bar beginning In February.
All Scholarship Forms are due back to the Post
by April 15th. Please make sure your application
is complete and your essay and High School or
College Transcripts are included. Also to avoid
any confusion mark your envelope Attention
Post 91 Scholarship Committee: Dennis Ivcic or
Jeff Myers. That way it will not be confused with
the Auxiliary or SAL Scholarships. Thank You.

Erin Go Bragh

Don ‘Flash” Vaji, 2nd Vice CommanderHi Folks
Well the holidays are over and I hope everyone
enjoyed the season. Now it’s time to think
‘SPRING’. The Indians open spring training in
less than a month.
The April Seneca casino bus trip is set up. The
dates are Friday April 25th-26th the cost is:

• Double $111/person
• Single $166/person
• Triple $96/person
Sign up begins January 24th with a cutoff date of
March 16th
St. PATRICK’S Day is coming March 17th with
good food and lots of fun.
Attention all blue caps, election of officers will
be at the May 8th meeting. Please plan on
attending. It’s your Post so come and vote for
your candidate. If you want to become an officer
this is your chance to step up!! Hope to see you
all at the meeting
Don ‘Flash” Vaji, Gifts For The Yanks ChairmanWe are doing nicely this year, with over $13,000
collected with 2 months to go. Let’s Git-er-done.
Thanks to you all.

Join us March 17th for our annual St Patrick’s Day
celebration in the canteen. Our “world famous” cornbeef will
be availble for both lunch and dinner along with traditional
Irish music, and of course... green beer!
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American Legion Auxiliary
Donella Kline, Ladies Auxiliary President- I hope
everyone enjoyed their Holidays. We had just enough
snow to make it festive!

Vicki Chainey, 1st Vice President- Well now that
the first half of the year is behind us, let us move
forward with lots of things to come.

This year our December meeting was well attended. We
filled 200 bags for Wade Park in record breaking time,
and enjoyed a wonderful pot luck dinner. Thank you to
all but especially to Nancy and Linda.

Thank you to everyone that showed your support
to the Auxiliary and attended the Spaghetti
Dinner in January, and to those that helped with
cooking and serving.

This year the Children’s Christmas party was well attended
including a number of animals that the children got to
hold and pet – I understand a good time was had by all.
Thank you to all who donated to the Giving Tree. It was a
success again this year, THANK YOU Nancy!!
Thank you to Nina for the wonderful spaghetti sauce you
made for our spaghetti dinner. I always look forward to
this yummy meal.
I have already marked my calendar for the Super bowl
Chili cook-off, Casino night, the SAL reverse raffle and St
Patrick’s day, I hope you will join us as well.
The Auxiliary will be going to Wade Park VA hospital to
play bingo in February - all are welcome to join us. Please
contact myself or Nancy for details.
Please join us in April for the Children’s Easter Party.
Think Spring!

Up & Coming Events:
Fish Fry’s will be every Friday night through Good
Friday, 6pm - 8pm.
February
2nd: Super Bowl Chili Cook-Off, sign-up that
special chili recipe and maybe you can win cash
9th-23rd: Riders Breakfast from 10 am - 12:30 pm,
made to order.
10th: Auxiliary Meeting, 7:30 pm
15th: Post Casino Night, doors open at 6 pm,
event starts at 6:30 - 11 pm, tickets will be on sell
at the bar.
24th: Wade Park Bingo, if you would like to come,
we will be meeting and leaving the Post at 5:30
pm.
March
10th: Auxiliary Meeting, 7:30 pm

Nancy Doutt, Membership Chairman- Unit 91 sadly
reports that we have lost another member. Jeanette
Halter passed away on November 16th, 2013. You may
know Jeannette from when she worked in the Post 91
kitchen. Unit 91 is currently at 90.19% of goal, and needs
36 more paid members to reach goal. Any member
not paid by January 1st, has relinquished any Auxiliary
benefits and access to the canteen.

Nancy Doutt, Community Service Chairman- Thank
you to everyone who supported this year’s Giving Tree.
Through your generosity, we were able to provide gifts
for children in the Berea Community Outreach (aka
Berea Welfare) program, the Berea Aristocrat Children’s
Skilled Nursing Facility residents, and several other local
families in need. You made their Christmas a lot brighter!

17th: St. Patrick’s Day, best corn beef in town,
with plenty of music, raffles and plain old FUN.
22nd: S.A.L. Reverse Raffle, tickets go fast so be
sure to get yours.
9th-23rd: Riders Breakfast from 10 am - 12:30 pm
24th: Easter Strudel order box will be in the
Canteen, last day to order is April 9th, pick-up
on April 14th. Please try and prepay with a check
made out to, ALA Unit 91.
Do your part as a member or a social member
and attend the events put on by the Post or the
groups putting them on,. This is what makes
our Post special and the place that people want
to come too. Please pray for our sick and for the
Families of our lost members.
God Bless !!!
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Sons of the American Legion
Chuck O’Malley, Commander- Hopefully Spring is right around the corner and we have a lot of activities
planned.
Our annual Reverse Raffle will be held on Saturday, March 22nd. Only 125 tickets will be sold. Dinner will
be served at 6:30 with the Raffle and Games to begin afterwards. We will have the Wheel Barrow Raffle
and Mr. Monahan promises a few more surprises this year. Tickets will be $25 and will be available behind
the bar.
The Dirt Bag baseball team continues to train during the Winter and help out at the Post. Look forward
to next Newsletter. We will publish their game schedule and have more information on their Tournament
to be held June 21st-23rd.
Applications for the Annual Bear Hof Scholarship will be available on February 1st – Ask your favorite
S.A.L. Officer or Barkeep, for an application
Nominations for Officers for 2014-2015 will be accepted in March – Elections will be held in April.

Dave ‘Bear’ Hof Membership/Finance Chairman- Membership is still coming in but very slow now. We
have 345 PAID members, that’s 95% of our QUOTA by the Department goal of 361.
As some of you may know the meeting on January 8th was canceled because of the bad weather. Our
next meeting is February 12th at 7:30 PM at the Post. Try to be there and hear what Commander CHUCKY
has to say about the coming year.
Nancy, Margie, Darrell & Bear are looking for members who have change their address, so we can keep
the Post records up to date. Remember if you have not paid for 2014 you are out of the drawing on
Monday Night and out of the Canteen.

American Legion Riders
Keith Szuch, Director- Hello to all. It is once again news letter time. There is not much going on at this
time with the riders. We are continuing to serve breakfast on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month from
10:00 AM to 12:30 PM. I would like to say that both cooking crews are doing a wonderful job.
We will have held our election for officers for 2014. The new or returning officers will be Posted in the
minutes, on the reader board and the advertising screen at the Post. Whoever they happen to be, please
show support to them by coming out for some functions. Right now there are some rides being kicked
around, so if anyone has ideas for a ride why not bring it to a meeting. We will be having a Sock Hop on
Saturday March 15th. There will be fliers Posted at the Post. I hope to see some of you there. Until next
time, be safe.
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Unit 91 Auxiliary Scholarship

Charity Report

Unit 91 offers an annual scholarship of
$500. Additional scholarships are given
if additional funds are raised through
the annual garage sale. Applications
are available to any member or relative
of a Post 91 member. Funds may be
applied to trade school, community
college, junior college, business college,
college, university, nurses training, or
other chosen field beyond high school.
It is not just for graduating seniors, and
past scholarship applicants and recipients
may be reapply. Scholarship applications
will be available at Post 91 and BereaMidpark High School beginning February
1st. Deadline to apply is April 15th. To
fund this scholarship, the Auxiliary will
be holding their annual garage sale on
Thursday, May 1st and Saturday, May
3rd. Donations can be dropped off in
the Post hall between Monday, April 28th
and Wednesday, April 30th. Items cannot
be accepted prior to that due to limited
space.

Post 91 has made the following charitable contributions
for the months of December2013/January 2014:
Children’s Christmas Party.................................... $484
American Legion Magazine
(yearly subscription school libraries)................... $18
Salvation Army........................................................ $100
Louis C. Schmidt Grant (needy family)................ $500
Hospice of the Western Reserve
(memory of Paul Prentice)..................................... $250
Veteran’s Assistance............................................... $300
Total $1652

Another Win for Post 91 Newsletter
We are pleased to annouce that our Newsletter, The Post
By The Lake, has once again placed FIRST in American
Legion Department of Ohio’s annual Best Newsletter
Circulation Contest.
Hand Salute to Editor Ron Fazekas, Creative Director Jim
Masie, and our contributing writers for thier continue
efforts to make our newsletter the best in the buckeye
state.

Nancy Doutt, Ladies Auxiliary VA&R
Chairman- If you are interested in playing
bingo with the Veterans at Wade Park on
Monday, February 24th, in the evening
(leaving the Post by 5:30 p.m.), or in the
afternoon on Wednesday, February 26th
(leaving the Post by 11:30 a.m.), please
contact Nancy at (440) 552-4713.
Filled or empty 7.16 oz. Pringles cans
are needed for the poppy campaign
collection. Please leave them at the Post,
Attn: Stacey or Nancy.
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Feature Story (continued)
There were six Navajo code talkers in Samuel Tso’s team at Iwo Jima. They worked around the clock
during the first two days of the battle, sending and receiving 800 messages of vital importance to the
battle’s eventual outcome.
When he and his comrades received a message, it arrived as a string of seemingly unrelated Navajo
words. The code talker’s first task was to translate each Navajo word into its English equivalent.
Often, these bore no obvious relation to battlefield terms, because words like ‘machine gun’ and
‘battleship’ didn’t exist in Navajo. To get around this problem, they used specially designated Navajo
words.
Battleship’ was represented by the Navajo word ‘whale’; ‘fighter plane’ was represented by ‘hummingbird’;
‘submarine’ by ‘iron fish.’
But the code was infinitely more complex than that: many different Navajo words were used to represent
a single letter of the alphabet. For example, the Navajo words wollachee (ant),belasana (apple) and tsenill
(axe) could each be used to represent the letter ‘a’. If the person trying to crack the code didn’t know the
English equivalent of these words, he was completely lost.
One way to spell out the word ‘navy’ in Navajo
code would betsah (needle) wollachee (ant)
ahkehdiglini (victor) tsahahdzoh(yucca). But
that was only one way: ‘navy’ could also be
represented by four completely different words.
‘It was hard to memorize,’ recalls Samuel Tso.
‘It was in our mind. We’d have to decode it
into English and then spell it out in the English
alphabet.’
Tso and his team transmitted information
on tactics, troop movements and other vital
battlefield communications. They were highly
skilled and highly accurate. As the US marines
fought their way up the heavily defended beaches
of Iwo Jima, the code breakers proved their worth.
Major Howard Connor, 5th Marine Division signal officer, said that Tso’s team led the marines to victory:
‘Were it not for the Navajos, the Marines would never have taken Iwo Jima.’
The Japanese, who were amongst the most skilled code breakers in the world, remained baffled by the
Navajo language. And they never managed to work out where the US marines were going to strike next.
The Japanese chief of intelligence, Lieutenant General Seizo Arisue, later said that while they were able
to decipher the codes used by the U.S. Army and Army Air Corps - and thereby claim many lives - they
never cracked the code used by the Marines.
All they heard was an earful of strange gurgling noises that meant nothing whatsoever to them.
Philip Johnston’s idea had proved truly inspired. And Samuel Tso and his team undertook their task with
extraordinary bravery.
Without their unintelligible Navajo code, tens of thousands more lives would have been lost.
And Iwo Jima might never have been won.
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From The Editor
These editorials are the opinion of the Editor and do not reflect the opinions of the members of Post 91.

Ron Fazekas, Editor- Today I started my day by going to the bank to cash a check and the teller asked me for
my ID. When I left the bank I stopped at the liquor store and noticed a sign behind the counter that said they ID
everyone under 40 to buy alcohol. The next stop was cigarettes and I needed an ID to buy those. I then stopped
at a department store and when I presented my credit card that is not signed on the back I had to show them my
ID. I also had a doctor’s appointment and when I went to the receptionist I was asked for my insurance card and a
photo ID. In the evening I went to a bar and again I was asked for my ID. I went to the airport to fly out on vacation
and I needed a photo ID and boarding pass to get through TSA screening. This might sound monotonous to you,
but if you think about most of an American’s typical day an ID is a requirement to live. So why shouldn’t it be a
requirement for voting?
Recently in Pennsylvania Commonwealth Court Judge Bernard McGinley wrote in his ruling striking down the law.
“Voting laws are designed to assure a free and fair election; the Voter ID law does not further this goal,” The
Republicans have been pushing this measure in all of the states in what they argue is an honest attempt to keep
fraud from affecting our most precious civil right.
Democrats and voting rights activists made it clear that the law, which would have upped the ante on the existing
requirement to provide proof of residency and added a requirement to show a photo ID, was erected as a hurdle
to keep targeted voters from the polls, namely poor, minority, disabled or young residents. In most states you do
need a valid photo ID to apply for welfare.
Here is the argument, “Pennsylvania is a state run by Republicans, that’s not true in other states!” Really? Let’s
look at California then: Do you need a valid photo ID to get food stamps in California? It turns out that you sure do!
Illinois? You have to prove your identity there too! What about public housing? Again, yes, you have to establish
identity.
The fact of the matter is that you need valid photo identification to establish your identity in order to qualify for
government programs as well. The exact government programs that are designed to help the poor require photo
IDs. Of course this makes sense because the administrators of these programs want to eliminate fraud.
Poor people have IDs just like the rest of us, even the poorest of the poor. To maintain these people do not does
not withstand scrutiny because otherwise they would not be eligible to qualify for the programs the Democrats
surely wants them qualified for and dependent upon. There is no malicious purpose for asking a person to show
an ID and prove their identity prior to voting. To prove that there is no malicious intent, states like Georgia have
enacted programs for free identification cards.
This entire argument against providing an ID to vote is ridiculous. The government enacts social welfare programs
that are intended for the poorest citizens yet they are required to establish identity prior to receiving the benefits.
If the poorest people really could not acquire an ID because they did not have the means to that would mean they
would starve on the streets because they could not qualify for government assistance. Obviously this is not the
case. Nor is it the case that people cannot provide an ID to vote. All of this posturing is nothing more than a thinly
veiled cover for groups who actually do perpetrate voter fraud.
Maybe after we vote we should show our purple inked thumb to show that we voted only once. Similar to third
world countries who have democratic voting.
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Bulletin Board
Events
February
2............ Super Bowl Chili Cook-Off
15.......... Post Casino Night
March
15.......... Riders Sock Hop
17.......... St. Patrick’s Day at The Post
22.......... S.A.L. Reverse Raffle

New Membership

Sick Call

The American Legion
Brandon Haynes, Paul Kraig, Jon
Reiss, Max Ricker, Robert Karlak

Taps

American Legion Auxilary
Mercedes Hathcock, Alicia Perez,
Susan Perez
Sons of the American Legion
Jerome Amato III, Chad
Krawtschenko, Dennis Bizzarri, Brian
Karlak, Andrew Schwebs, Cameron
Frankenberger, Gage Sutton, Kyle
Frankenberger, Jacob Miller

Gerri Grospitch, Gayle Brulz

Jeanette Halter, Paul Prentice, John
Prunella

Membership & Info

Please call 440-234-0091 or visit our
website: www.postbythelake.org.

Hall Rentals

Please contact Sue Milter- Monday
though Saturday 9:00am to 5:00pm
@440-234-0091 or 440-623-6494.
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