August/September 2015

Commander Corner

Fell ow Legionnaires & Members of Post 91,

I would like to Thank everyone that Volunteered and Helped out with the Fourth Of July Fireworks event
at the Post, as well as the 2nd Annual Commanders Cup Softball Game. The Fourth of July raised funds
directly for the Post, and the Softball Game with VFW Post 3345 (which we won again) raised money for
WAGS4WARRIORS.
We are a little more than half way to being able to place another Memorial Brick order, we need 20 to
place the order and we are getting close. So please consider purchasing a brick for yourself or loved one
for $40. Forms are available from the bartenders.
Our Pizza and Wine/Beer night this past June was such a success we are going to try another event on
August 14th Elvis. We will be selling Steak or Chicken Philly Steak sandwiches at the event. Please come
down and support this event as it is free.
Other August Events to watch out for are the Scholarship Golf Outing, and Family Picnic. And as we head
into September the Post’s 96th Birthday Party on the 5th, followed by Patriots Day on the 11th, and POW/
MIA Day on the 18th.
Please remember that the Pavilion is available on a first come first serve basis, so take advantage of
our great facility and scenic view. Please remember to be courteous to other members when using the
facilities, and leave the Pavilion cleaner than you found it.
I hope everyone enjoys the rest of their summer-God Bless Our Troops!!
And Always Remember To Thank A Veteran!!!

For God and Country,

Jeff Myers

Post By The Lake Newsletter
Jeff Myers g Commander
Ron Fazekas g Editor
Jim Masie g Designer
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Sept. 16 is American Legion Day
Both houses of Congress, in 2009, passed measures that designated Sept. 16 American Legion Day
The American Legion will celebrate a milestone 96th anniversary. The measure was shepherded through
the Senate by Sen. Olympia Snowe (R-Maine), and through the House by Rep. Deborah Halvorson
(D-Ill.). In the Senate, the bill was cosponsored by Sens. Susan Collins (R-Maine), Blanche Lincoln
(D-Ark.) and Saxby Chambliss (R-Ga.). It drew cosponsorship from 92 representatives. Presenting the
resolution to the Senate, Snowe praised the 96-year-old Legion – which was issued a federal charter by
Congress on Sept. 16, 1919 – for its continued aid to wounded warriors and military families, legacy of
community volunteerism and significant role in establishing important national legislation. “As all of us
in this chamber know, The American Legion remains today an active and vigorous advocate for service
members, veterans and their families here on Capitol Hill,” Snowe said. “Among its greatest legislative
achievements was the enactment of the... GI Bill of Rights. The initial draft of the GI Bill was written by
Legionnaires at the Mayflower Hotel here in Washington, D.C. Many consider the GI Bill as one of the
greatest pieces of legislation ever enacted.” A similar measure (House Resolution 679) was introduced
to the House by Halvorson in late July of 2009. The bill passed
in “On September 16, 1919 The American Legion was
granted their federal charter by Congress, and 90
years later they have kept their commitment to
serve not only as a resource and a voice on
behalf of veterans across America, but also as
an organization dedicated to the betterment
of America through community service,”
Halvorson said. “Since their founding
charter, The American Legion has not
waved from the guiding principles
and vision that can be found in their
Four Pillars of Service.” National
Commander Clarence Hill expressed
his appreciation to Congress. “We,
as an organization, are honored
and humbled that Congress is
recognizing the dedication that
members of The American Legion
have demonstrated on behalf of
their fellow veterans for nearly a
century now,” Hill said. Posts are
urged to get a proclamation from
their town or city mayor, designating
locally Sept. 16 as American Legion
Day. Legionnaires should look for photo
opportunities with the mayor signing the
bill. A sample proclamation can be found at
the Legion’s new Web site: Legion Town, USA.
There, posts can also submit success stories
about their acts of community volunteerism and
service to military men and women.
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The American Legion

Sons of the American Legion

Brian T. Riddle, 1st Vice Commander- The 2016
membership program is now in full swing, and
many of our annual early birds have already
sent their checks in and I am processing their
new cards. Are you among this “early bird”
group? If so, Thank You.

Jim Matej, S.A.L. Commander- Greetings from
S.A.L. Squadron 91 hopefully everyone is having a
fun and safe summer.

Did you all know that you can renew your
membership online?
The Website Address is www.mylegion.org,
where it says members click the link right next
to it and start to register, you will need a valid
e-mail address and your membership number
when you register.
The Post 91 membership quota is set by the
Department of Ohio at 661 with an all-time
high set at 661, for the 2016 membership drive
year. Please consider paying your dues now
and help your Post be Quota by Veterans Day,
November 11th. Please be patient there is a lot
of renewals coming in and I just received the
membership cards, I will get them out as fast
as I can.
Don ‘Flash’ Vaji, 2nd Vice CommanderHI FOLKS. There will be a free concert on
the pavilion on August 14th ELVIS will be
performing bring your blue suede shoes and
we’ll make the jail house rock. There will be
food available and of course a raffle or two.
The family picnic is August 16th from 1PM to
6PM fun food games for kids. And a raffle or
two. Music by DJ Frank. Bring a covered dish
to share.
September 5th Post 91 96th birthday party
from 1PM- 4PM food will be available too for a
small price come down and enjoy the day.
Don “Flash” Vaji, Gifts for the Yanks
Chairman- Hi folks. The convention is over and
for the fourth year in a row Post 91 received
the 1ST place award for contributing the most
for the 2014- 2015 year $23,040.
As of this newsletter our projection is we will
beat that amount for next year. Thanks to all
who gave and continue to give.
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The Bear Hof Annual Scholarship” committee
selected Megan Gilroy as the 2015 scholarship
recipient. Megan will be attending The Ohio State
University, in the fall.
We would like to thank all of you who applied.
As summer winds down, S.A.L. activities at the Post
are starting to heat up. We are looking forward to
tailgating including our TV Raffles. Go Browns!
On Saturday September 12, 2015 the S.A.L will be
hosting the “Ohio State University Football Tailgate
Party”. Your $15 ticket includes hamburgers, hot
dogs, and brats during the game plus draft beer,
and music following the game provided by the Erie
Cats.
The Post Canteen will also be providing drinks
specials and raffles.
Your $15 ticket gives you a Trifecta of fun, Food,
Beer, and Music.
So save the date Saturday September 12th kickoff
is 3:30 P.M. under the Post Pavilion, Erie Cats to
follow after the game.
Other Tailgate dates will be:
• Oct 11 – Browns @Ravens
• Nov 15 – Browns @Steelers
Look for your membership notices for this year. Pay
early and save $5 if you return it by November 11th,
2015. Please include your email address for future
mailings.
If you have a question or concern just see one of
our officers or drop us a note and we will relay it to
the proper person. Better yet come to our monthly
membership meeting on the 2nd Wednesday of
every month @ 7:30pm in the Post Hall.
To receive updates of these and all S.A.L. events;
Join our Face book Page: Sons of the American
Legion-Squadron 91-Berea, Ohio.
See you at the Family Picnic on August 16th.

American Legion Auxiliary
Sharon (Sheri) Krepelka, Ladies Auxiliary President- I am back. First thing I would like to do is say
thank you to the members of the Auxiliary Color Guard for the wonderful jobs they did Memorial Day
and the Grindstone Parade. We have 10 members and are always looking for more. See me if you are
interested.
Next the Chaplain and I are going to work on a special project called “Prayers from the Heart.” We are
looking for prayers from you to put in a prayer book. These must be original prayers written by you.
You can give them to me or ask a bar tender to put them in my mail box. Please put your name on each
prayer please. I hope to hear from many of you.
Last but not least I am very disappointed about how many members come to our meetings. Our
meetings are far from being boring. In fact we have quite a few laughs. But at the same time it is a
learning experience. Over a year we manage to help many. Among those are veterans. Have you ever
sat at the bar and look around and wonder about the veterans sitting there also. How many of our
Vietnam veterans are there that never heard thank you when they came back from overseas. How many
still have nightmares. There are quite a few at Wade Park. We try to go and either visit the wards or play
bingo. We would love to have you join us. Come to a meeting and find out how you can help. I will have
Posters a week before we have a meeting around the Post.
Vicki Chainey, Ladies Auxiliary 1st Vice President- Thank you to everyone that helped with Father’s
Day Breakfast, we had a lot of compliments. A special thank you to the Bartenders and Gail Bradish for
helping with the sales on the wagon raffle, I can always use the help.
The 4th of July Fireworks, what could I say, they are the best around town so I hope you were able to
come down and see them and maybe even stopped by the food area for a hot dog or kielbasa off the
grill. Special thanks to my July 4th crew without you I could not have done this.
Up & Coming Events
August

8th - James C. Masie Memorial Golf Classic, details at the Post.
16th - Post Family Picnic, hamburgers, hot dogs, draft beer and soda. You are asked to 		
bring a side dish to share.
21st - Pajama Walk for ARF, sign up with Nancy Doutt and get a t-shirt. Come down early 		
for hamburger night and we will be leaving the Post around 7 pm, don’t forget your PJ’s 		
and slippers, nothing too sexy now girls.

September

1st - Pumpkin Rolls, order forms will be out so get yours in early.
5th - Happy 96th Birthday to Post 91, come down and help celebrate with the
members of the Post.
11th - 9/11 Ceremonies (Patriot’s Day) will be on the triangle in downtown Berea at 9AM, 		
let’s show that we have not forgotten what happened this day and the lives that were lost.
12th - S.A.L. Ohio State Tailgate Party, 3:30PM game time in Pavilion they are a lot of fun.
18th - POW/MIA Ceremony at 7PM in the Post Pavilion.
19th - A.L.R. Pig Roast, 5 PM tickets $20 and you can get them at the Post.
28th - Visit to Wade Park we will leave the Post at 6PM, all is welcomed.

There are alots of events throughout the year so show your support to the Post, Auxiliary, S.A.L. & A.L.
Riders, without your support we could not do the things we do. God Bless America!!!

www.postbythelake.org
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Ladies (continued)
Nancy Doutt, Ladies Auxiliary Membership Chairman- We made it!! We met our goal by May 31, 2015,
thanks to all of you! By the time you read this, we will have started our 2016 membership campaign.
Senior (18 and over) dues remain at $25.00 and Junior (17 and under) dues are just $5.00. The National
Auxiliary will send dues notices in the fall and after the first of the year, but you do not need your notice
to pay your dues. You can drop them off at the Post to my attention. Payment by November 11, will get
you an early bird sticker!!!! Thank you.
Nancy Doutt, Ladies Auxiliary Community Service/Americanism Chairman- Our two Buckeye Girls
State delegates attended Mount Union University with almost 900 other delegates for a week filled with
campaigning, elections, and running their City, County or State Governments. Carlie Beard of Villa Angela
- St. Joseph High School, was the City Police Chief of Zeller City and Rachel Kevdzija of Strongsville High
School was the House Engrossing/Enrolling Clerk of Flowers City. They gained many new friendships and
are sharing their experiences with us at our July and August meetings.
The annual pajama walk benefitting Berea Animal Rescue will be Friday, August 21st. We will start at
the Post canteen at 6:30 p.m. for burger night and head out on the fundraising trail between 7 and 7:30
p.m. If you’d like to participate this year, please call Nancy at (440) 552-4713 with your name, number
and t-shirt size.
Nancy Doutt, Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation (VA&R)- Wade Park Bingo—If you’re interested in
helping with bingo at Wade Park VA Hospital on Monday, September 28, or visiting on the wards on
Wednesday, November 4, please contact Nancy at (440) 552-4713.
Church Street Ministries (CSM) is Helping Veterans --based in Berea, CSM has been helping veterans in
need through their outreach program, in conjunction with Wade Park VA. In the month of June, they
helped provide furniture and household items to 13 veterans. Seven of the vets received furniture
vouchers through the Veteran Service Commission and were able to purchase items at the 2nd Mile
West Furniture Store. The other six veterans received their items through donations. If you have any
household items and clothing, please consider donating to the 2nd Mile Stores. They are both on Bagley
Rd. in Berea. The east store behind Clint Williams just west of McDonald’s take smaller items and clothing
(440/826-4531). The west store near Lewis Rd. (440/239-0549), takes the larger items such as furniture,
appliances, etc., Both stores are open Wednesday afternoon, and all day Thursday through Saturday.
They also welcome donations for their food pantry which is open four days a week. In June they served
345 families, 75 of them from Berea. You can drop off your donation or call them for a pick-up.
The Warriors’ Journey Home—This organization is dedicated to support and assist our veterans, their
families and our society during their military service and their return home.

They offer support,

education, ritual, healing services, reconciliation services, initiation, network and restoration. They are
a non-political, non-sectarian ministry. Their meetings are held the 2nd and 4th Sunday at 6:00 p.m. at
Heritage Congregational Church, 485 West St., Olmsted Falls, OH. For more information, you can view
the brochure in the Post 91 foyer, or call 440/234-2231.
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2015 American Legion Auxiliary
Dept. of Ohio Convention Awards

Legion to Congress: We want
full VA accountability

I’d like to thank all of our Auxiliary members for
their hard work in the 2014-2015 year to help
us submit our awesome reports and narratives.
At the Department of Ohio convention in June,
we received a number of awards in the form of
certificates and plaques, including the following:

American Legion National Commander Michael
D. Helm expressed frustration that the White
House has threatened to veto legislation that
would make it easier to fire VA employees who
engage in misconduct.

• Our submissions for the Americanism Essay
Contest included an essay from a student
from the grades 9 & 10 group (IV) and one
from the grades 11 & 12 group (V). Both
students were from Strongsville High School,
Hanna Said won 2nd place in group IV,
and Lindsey Schneider won an Honorable
Mention in group V.
• 2nd place for the Ruth Adams plaque for the
Chaplain’s program.
• 2nd place in Community Service for the
Anna Mae Beckley Award for best overall
community service program:
• Certificate of Achievement in Leadership
• Certificates of Achievement for our Legislative
program, and the first place Emma McBane
plaque for the best all-around legislative
program based on our annual report. In
addition, our report is being forwarded on to
National for competition
• Our goal ribbon for reaching our goal by May
31, 2015.
• 2nd Place in National Security for our
membership group.
• 3rd place in Unit Development & Revitalization
(UD&R).
• Certificate of Achievement for our Veterans
Affairs & Rehabilitation (VA&R) program.
• UD&R: 3rd Place to Vicki Chainey, Chairman,
Albert E. Baesel Unit 91.
• Department President’s Special Citation for
meeting all of the reporting criteria and
making goal. Only 15 Units in the State
received this award, and 4 were from District
13.
THANK YOU!

“I commend the House of Representatives and
House Committee on Veterans Affairs Chairman
Jeff Miller for passing the VA Accountability Act
of 2015,” Helm said. “I find it very disturbing
that some in the Senate have indicated that
they would oppose it. Did people not learn
anything from the scandals that infected the
entire VA system last year? Numerous inspector
general reports found incidents of fraud and
bureaucratic incompetence, yet we still don’t
have any confirmation that anyone has been
fired for a crisis that almost destroyed VA’s
credibility. Incredibly, despite all this, one House
member called the Accountability Act ‘union
busting.’ It is long past time for the White House
and all of Congress to put veterans ahead of
other interests.”

Legion Commends Congress
for VA Bill
American Legion National Commander Michael
Helm praised Congress for passing a measure to
fill a $3.4 billion funding gap, which threatened
to close VA hospitals and clinics across the
country.
“While it’s frustrating that VA did not do a
better job of budgeting, we need to look to
the future,” Helm said. “Earlier this month, I
called on Congress to do its job, and now it has
delivered. Under this legislation, VA will be able
to pay for the expensive but essential Hepatitis
C medication that veterans need. This bill also
reforms the Veterans Choice Fund by moving
to consolidate seven different programs that
had conflicting and confusing criteria. Some
of the problems at VA that caused this budget
shortfall could happen again if we don’t hold
VA accountable. Therefore, we call on President
Obama to put aside his earlier threat to veto
the VA Accountability Act of 2015 and sign it
immediately if it passes in the Senate.”

www.postbythelake.org
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American Legion Riders
Jerry Haumschild Sr., ALR Director- The summer is fast approaching an end. It was a great riding
season. Ron “Sarge” Covrette planned many a great ride. Although everyone cannot make every ride, I
know that those that did attend one of his outings had a great time.
The “Grab and Go” program that the Rider’s now participate in, is an all Ohio only event. For those who
do not know what “Grab and Go” is, it is a program whereby Rider’s from different Posts can go to other
participating Posts and “Grab” a token from them. We then display it at our Post as a trophy, if you will.
Be sure to check out the display box immediately to your right as you walk in the door. Special thanks to
Keith Szuch for all of his efforts in designing and building the display case. After we grab a Post’s token,
then it is their responsibility to come and get it back. The program generates great camaraderie among
the Rider’s, plus the chance to visit other Posts.
Don’t forget our pig roast is coming up on Saturday, September 19th. A whole roasted pig, plus turkey
and all of the fixings can be had for only $20.00 per person. There will also be 50/50 raffles and baskets
to bid on. Tickets are on sale behind the bar.
Have a wonderful Labor Day holiday weekend.
Ron “Sarge” Covrett, A.L.R. Road Captain- The weather was just perfect for a poker run. Our group
checked in at the Amvet’s Post in Richfield about 9 AM. The biscuits and gravy and hot Joes hit the
spot. After breakfast we were off to four different locations; Lodi, Apple Creek, Massilon/Perry and
Wadsworth. The food at the Perry Post was outstanding. Arriving back in Richfield, everyone enjoyed
the food, 50/50, best poker hand, raffles and door prizes. To end the day, our ALR group all headed back
to our home Post, American Legion Post 91, and had a few cocktails to end a perfect ride day.
ALR members on the poker run: Ed Leopold, Frank Whalen, Bill Feador, Darrell Stewart, Jerry Haumschild,
Diana Ward, Frank & Carolyn Lorence, John & Joann Hohne and Sarge.
Semper Fi.

Charity Report
Post 91 has made the following charitable contributions for the months of June - July 2015:
Wags 4 Warriors......................................................................................$680
Rolling Thunder.......................................................................................$500
VA Hospice................................................................................................$500
Memorial Day Foundation......................................................................$100
Service For Peace.....................................................................................$250
Cleveland Chief Petty Officers Association.........................................$100
NMSS.........................................................................................................$100
VFW Strongsville Post 3345...................................................................$100
Berea Rotary............................................................................................$65
Heritage Days..........................................................................................$50
Berea-Midpark Post Prom......................................................................$200
Hanson House..........................................................................................$100
Div. of Community Service (Berea summer sponsorship).................$1,000
Memorial Day buglers............................................................................$100
Berea Chamer of Commerce.................................................................$50
Berea High School Alumni Association................................................$100
American Legion 13th District...............................................................$80
Scholarships (4)........................................................................................$2,000
Total.................................................................................................... $7,845
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From The Editor
These editorials are the opinion of the Editor and do not reflect the opinions of the members of Post 91.
Ron Fazekas, Editor- Recently I have wondered what the difference between honesty and integrity is.
There are some people who belong to this Post who need to understand the meaning of these words. So
I started to go on the Internet and started figuring this out. Here is what I have come up with.
Honesty refers to a facet of moral character and connotes positive and virtuous attributes such
as integrity, truthfulness, and straightforwardness, including straightforwardness of conduct,
along with the absence of lying, cheating, theft, etc. Furthermore, honesty means being
trustworthy, loyal, fair, and sincere.
I think it was my mother who taught me the meaning of honesty. Not because she actually was honest,
but because she lied all the time. She felt that the easiest way out of any given situation was generally
the best way out. And, for her, that generally meant telling a “little white lie.” As a young child I thought
it was kind of cool. And, naturally, when I would come to her with a concern or question wondering what
I should do, she generally advised me to lie.
“Mom, I told Theresa that I would go over to her house, but now I would rather go to Sue’s house to play.”
“Tell Theresa you’re sick,” she would advise. And generally I did. But I didn’t seem blessed with her lack of
conscience. On many painful occasions Theresa would find out that I really went to Sue’s house without
her. These occasions taught me that it is more painful to be caught in a lie than it is to tell the truth in the
first place. I wondered how it was possible that my mother had never learned that lesson.
Integrity is the quality of being honest and having strong moral principles; moral uprightness.
It is generally a personal choice to uphold oneself to consistently moral and ethical standards.
In ethics, integrity is regarded by many people as the honesty and truthfulness or accuracy of
one’s actions.
Integrity means doing the right thing at all times and in all circumstances, whether or not anyone is
watching. It takes having the courage to do the right thing, no matter what the consequences will be.
Building a reputation of integrity takes years, but it takes only a second to lose, so never allow yourself
to ever do anything that would damage your integrity.
Now I feel that integrity is a very hard characteristic to keep whole due to the verity of every aspect that
is needed to exploit it. The quality of integrity is not a trait that we are born with; rather it is “learned”
as we go through life. Not all good leaders have backgrounds that would indicate their level of integrity
either. Instead, during the process of learning, integrity of the person is developed.
Some have the view that there can be honesty without integrity, but no integrity without honesty.
But although integrity needs honesty, it does not mean you always have to be absolutely honest to
others. It just means you have to be absolutely honest to yourself.
So next time you think about these words you will need to understand what they mean. In this club all
members should try to be honest with integrity and we will all get along. REALLY!!!!
Integrity is telling the truth, and honesty is telling the truth to other people… Spencer Johnson.
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Bulletin Board
Events
August
8............ JCM Memorial Golf Classic
16.......... Post 91 Family Picnic
21.......... Pajama Walk

New Membership

Sick Call

The American Legion

Shirley Novak

Benjamin Clark, Joseph A. Rhea,
Donald L. Myers, Reese A. Boone,
James A. Kucinich, Larry F. Hendricks,
John J Wallencheck, Douglas W. Pyle,
Larry A. Adams

Taps

American Legion Auxilary
September
5............ Post 91 Birthday
11........... Patriot Day Ceremony
12.......... Ohio St. Tailgate Party
18.......... POW/MIA Ceremony
19.......... Pig Roast

Paul Varga

Membership & Info
Please call 440-234-0091 or visit our
website: www.postbythelake.org.

Patricia Hanis
Sons of the American Legion
None to report

Hall Rentals
Please contact Renee Gillespie,
Monday though Saturday 9:00am to
5:00pm @440-234-0091 or 440-2837363.
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Albert E. Baesel g American Legion Post 91
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