April/May 2014

Commander Corner

Fellow Legionnaires & Members of Post 91,

Greetings to all: This is my last letter as Commander of Post 91. It has been a great 3 years.
It has also been a pleasure serving this great Post and of course all of you. Thank you for the
opportunity and honor. The membership and our Post are second to none. I want to thank all of
the staff and board for helping me negotiate through the past 3 years. You all made it easy for
me. God bless you for all your help. In May we will elect a new group of individuals to continue
to operate the Post and its future. Please help our newly elected when asked and please take
the time to help with events. The events and you the members are what will continue to grow
our Post and keep it as strong as it is. Please don’t take it for granted, I have seen a lot of Post in
the past 3 years lose membership and/or close. It does not take a whole lot to have the fate of a
Post go in the wrong direction.
Take the time to check out the calendars for all the upcoming events. We have had a lot going
on in the past 2 months. The ALR breakfast has been great; Jamie is still serving great meals,
Thursday wing night, Friday fish fry, the bus trip, the ALR sock hop, and of course St. Patty’s day.
Oh I almost forgot – Happy Spring – if it ever gets here!
Have a great summer and remember if given the chance – thank a Veteran and our Military
personnel.

For God and Country,

Tony Mazzeo
Post By The Lake Newsletter
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SPAM AGAIN?
It was the grub GIs loved to grumble about—
not because it wasn’t tasty, but because it was
always there, sometimes three times a day.
The 20th-century Chinese writer Lin Yutang
once defined patriotism as the memory of
what we ate as children. I grew up in the
years immediately following World War II, and
some of my most vivid memories are set in
my family’s kitchen. I can still see the green
tiled floor and the chrome-and-Formica dinner
table. I remember the food I ate there. In particular, I recall the smells and the tastes of two meals that
my mother served with well-planned regularity. The first was a dish served mainly for breakfasts, which
my father, an Eighth Army Air Force vet, tactfully called “poop on a shingle.” (I think I must have been a
teenager before I heard the uncensored military slang for creamed chipped beef on toast.) The second
one often made its unmistakably rectangular appearance at dinner: in a word, Spam.
Say that word to a WWII veteran, and you’re in for a true gut reaction. My own memories of Spam and
the frequency with which it appeared on my plate are only a faint shadow of what the so-called “miracle
meat” brings to mind for those who ate it seemingly three times a day for the length of their military
service. For many, it must have seemed as though there were no food other than this ubiquitous,
gelatinous, pink, canned concoction.
In fact, the Hormel Company had celebrated Spam’s birth not long before the war, in the mid-1930s. It
was developed not in response to a prophetic vision of the need for a non-perishable, easily transported
military ration—nor, as some may still think, as a practical joke played by someone in the US War
Department—but in response to the vision of one man, Jay Hormel. President of the meat packing
company that shared his family name, Hormel had already introduced canned ham to the American
consumer. Now, looking for a way to turn previously discarded pork shoulder meat into a marketable
product, he hit upon the idea for an inexpensive canned luncheon treat that fit the budget of Depressionera housewives and had a much longer shelf life than other meats.
Hormel’s canned pork shoulder debuted in 1937 as Hormel Spiced
Ham, but soon reemerged as “Spam” after actor Kenneth Daigneau,
brother of a Hormel vice president, won the $100 prize in a contest to
rename the product. So the story goes. Some sources say the name
is a merging of “Spiced” and “Ham”; others stand by a derivation
from “Shoulder of Pork and Ham.”
Strange as it would have seemed to most WWII servicemen, Spam
spawned many imitations in the years before the war. Though it
would soon become the butt of jokes and unsettling rumors about
its ingredients, Spam actually compared favorably to most of these
knock-offs. In the light-hearted book Spam: A Biography, Carolyn
Wyman (herself the child of a Spam-fed WWII serviceman), writes
that “although the pork shoulder in Hormel’s luncheon loaves was
filet mignon compared to the lips, tongue, and yes, even pig snouts
competitors put in the ones they came out with following Hormel’s
success, consumers couldn’t tell the difference by their appearance.”
Continued on Page 7
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The American Legion
Don ‘Flash” Vaji, 2nd Vice Commander- Let me be the first to wish all you Moms a happy Mother’s Day
there will be a breakfast on May 11th. Serving from 10AM – 1PM Moms eat free.
A meeting for the Seneca Casino bus trip will be April 16th. at 6PM pick up your luggage tags and info
for trip.
Don’t forget all you blue caps, elections for officers are at the regular meeting May 8th at 7:00PM come
up stairs and cast your vote and be HEARD.
Don ‘Flash” Vaji, Gifts For The Yanks Chairman-Our Post collected $20,472.91 for this year’s program.
Thanks to the best people in the American Legion, POST 91.
Thanks to all of you.

Honor Guard
Don Keller, Honor Guard- Greetings to all members of Post 91 and to all others who may be reading this
newsletter. The Honor Guard officially began its training on November 23, 2013. Training is from 10AM –
12:30PM every other Saturday morning. Next training will be April 12th. We are using the book, Honor
Guard Manual, by John K. Marshall as our guideline. The training will establish a very good foundation
for the longevity of this unit for the benefit of Post 91 and all of our veterans. The Army National Guard
(ANG) will be coming to Post 91 on April 8-10th from 6-8:30PM to train and certify our unit, and all
veterans wishing to attend training. Everyone is welcome to attend and join either an Honor Guard or
Color Guard position.
Much thanks to our S.A.L.’s and other internal Post 91 units for their upholding the Color Guard many
years prior and we look forward to working with you in its redevelopment moving forward. For all who
wish to contact me, my contact information is: donkeller777@gmail.com or call me at 440-668-0953.
I need a head count for April’s training, so if interested please let me know so I can forward information
to ANG trainers.
God Bless America,
Thank You.

Lord, keep our servicemen and women safe, whether

they serve at home or overseas.

Hold them in your loving hands and protect them as
they protect us.’ Let’s all keep those currently serving
and those who have gone before in our thoughts.
They are the reason for the many freedoms we enjoy.
If we ever forget that we’re one nation under God,
then we will be a nation gone under!
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American Legion Auxiliary
Donella Kline, Ladies Auxiliary
President- As I am writing this I am
wondering when we will hear the roar
of the lawn mower rather than the snow
blower!
It is hard to believe that another reporting
year is coming to a close. The Auxiliary
is an awesome group of hard working
women. If you have volunteered at school,
sung a song in the shower, donated time/
money to a charity, or did a random act
of kindness – please let us know. Each
of these activities (and many more) can
be reported to the Department of Ohio
and just may put us over the top to be
recognized at the Department convention
in June.
I would like to thank everyone who has
participated in the initiations this past
year. I hope that this tradition continues.
Now down to business, the months of
April and May bring lunch with the Easter
bunny, the Garage Sale, the Flower Sale,
Mother’s Day, and Memorial Day.
Please remember to mark your calendar
for the flower sale beginning the Thursday,
May 8th through Monday, May 12th. Your
support with this fundraiser is greatly
appreciated.
April 14th and May 12th are the dates for
the next two regular Auxiliary meetings,
please come and join us.
Nancy Doutt, Membership ChairmanUnit 91 is currently at 101.089% of goal,
which is 4 over goal. Thank YOU!! The
2014 membership drive ends soon, and
then we will start the 2015 drive August
1st. Even though the National Auxiliary
raised their dues by $4.00 last year, we
will absorb the increase for one more
year within our unit, and the annual dues
remain at $25 for senior members age
18 and above, and $5 for junior members
age birth until age 18.

Vicki Chainey, 1st Vice President- Well now that the
first half of the year is behind us, let us move forward
with lots of things to come.
Thank you to everyone that showed your support to the
Auxiliary and attended the Spaghetti Dinner in January,
and to those that helped with cooking and serving.
Well I hope that everyone had a great time on St.
Patrick’s Day; wherever you were.
Upcoming Events:
April
9th- Strudels, last day to order, forms are in the Post by
the kitchen. You can pick strudels up on April 14th from
7–9PM in Post Canteen.
19th- Easter Bunny Luncheon, Noon-2:30PM, signup
sheet is in the Post behind the bar, so be sure to sign
your children up. Egg hunt (please bring a basket or
bag for your child) , games, Easter basket per kid &
lunch provided.
20th- HAPPY EASTER, from the Ladies Auxiliary!!!
28th thru 30th- Garage Sale Drop-off, time to bring
your garage sale items to the Post Hall for the annual
garage sale. NO drop offs after the 30th.
May
3rd & 5th- Garage Sale, Thursday, 3rd from 9am-5pm
and Saturday, 9am-2pm. all proceeds goes to our
Scholarship Funds.
8th thru 11th- Mother’s Day Flower Sale, Thursday,
Friday & Saturday from 10am -5 pm, and Sunday from
10am - 2 pm. We have a variety of items, flowers in flats,
pots & hangers, asst. vegetables and herbs, so plan out
your gardens and don’t forget Mom on Sunday.
24th- Grave Decorating, check at Post for times.
26th- Memorial Day Parade, Ceremony starts at 8 am at
the Post.
Let us keep our members and armed forces in our
prayers and thought always. God Bless.
Continued on Page 6
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Sons of the American Legion
Chuck O’Malley, Commander- Thanks To everyone who helped on our annual Reverse Raffle. Everyone
had a good time and congratulations to the winners. We hope to see you again next year!
We have started our Scholarship season. The Bear Hof Annual Scholarship Committee will be looking
for eligible students, bound for post secondary education. The scholarship named for our long time
Squadron and District Treasurer Dave “Bear” Hof will be awarded in the early summer.
We will elect officers at our April meeting, April 9th at 7:30 PM. Please attend and let your voice be heard
To receive updates of these and all S.A.L. events; Join our Facebook Page: Sons of the American LegionSquadron 91-Berea, Ohio.
We also hope that you have a very safe and warm winter season.
Dave ‘Bear’ Hof Membership/Finance Chairman- Membership has slowed down, We are at 355 that is
98.3% of our QUOTA 361 for this year.
The District is in 13th place with 4489 paid members that is 91.5% of their Quota of 4906.
Hope all had a GOOD TIME at the Reverse Raffle on March 22nd.
I have been informed that the past Department S.A.L. Commander ED ‘SPANKY’ VANHOUTEN JR. passed
away on March 17th at his home in Bellville Ohio. Spanky was a friend of mine and a friend to many. He
was a member of Post # 535.

American Legion Riders
Keith Szuch, Director- Hello everyone, well it is newsletter time again. It sure is good to see spring has
finally arrived, on the calendar at least. With the arrival of Spring that means Sunday ALR breakfast will
end for the year on April 13th. I would like to thank kitchen volunteers that cooked during the year for
doing an outstanding job once again. I would also like to thank all of those that came down to the Post
and had breakfast. You all made our breakfast a huge success.
With the end of Winter and the riding season set to begin with the Rally for the troops ride on April
27th, this means let’s look out for motorcycles. I have seen a few brave souls out there already. Our
Road Capitan, Ed Leopold, has plenty of rides set. We have also received some very good ride ideas and
an open invitation from Ron “Sarge” Covrett, to partake in some of the rides that he sets up for a small
group each year. Thank you to “Sarge” for the invitation.
We will once again be holding our annual pig roast this August. More details to follow once we have that
nailed down. We also recently held a 50’s sock hop. If you were not there, man did you miss a good time.
With the fun had and reviews I have had, we will most likely hold another one next year, so watch the
Post monitor and bulletin boards for that in the upcoming months.
I would like to close in saying, thank you for all of the support the Post gives the riders and to those that
come out and support our events. So let’s get those bikes out and cleaned up and ready to ride! Most of
all lets be safe this year.
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Auxiliary (continued)

Charity Report

Nancy Doutt, Community Service Chairman- If you
haven’t already, now’s the time to submit all your
volunteer hours for your volunteer service for the
Veterans, children and youth, community service,
Americanism, public relations, music, legislation,
education, etc. Please drop a note in my mail box at
the Post, mail it to 408 Beech St., Berea, OH 44017, or
give me a call at (440) 552-4713 so we can include your
service in our annual reports.

Post 91 has made the following charitable
contributions for the months of FebruaryMarch 2014:

Church Street Ministries (CSM) in Berea has recently
become a standalone 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization
and the Auxiliary has committed to help them with
their various efforts, which includes a food pantry,
financial assistance to those in need, guidance and
support to Veterans, teens and the elderly. There are
many opportunities to help in their Veterans outreach
program alone, such as delivering of groceries to the
shut-in Veterans or bring the Veteran to CSM for them
to shop, or take them to appointments. You can help
occasionally, on a regular basis, or on an as-needed
basis. If you’d like to help, please call me.

Girl Scout Troop 70607..................... $48

CSM has been collecting golf clubs, accessories and
clothing to help the Veterans in a therapy program.
Golf items and golf clothing are needed for men and
women. Please place your donation in or around the
collection box in the Canteen.

Annual Garage Sale
The annual garage sale will be Thursday, May 1st, and
Saturday, May 3rd, in the hall of Post 91. Donations
can be dropped off in the Post hall between Monday,
April 28th and Wednesday, April 30th. Items cannot be
accepted prior to that due to limited space. The garage
sale funds the Auxiliary’s annual $500 scholarship. If
additional funds are raised through the annual garage
sale, additional scholarships are given. Applications
are available to any member or relative of a Post
91 member. Funds may be applied to trade school,
community college, junior college, business college,
college, university, nurses training, or other chosen
field beyond high school. It is not just for graduating
seniors, and past scholarship applicants and recipients
may be reapply. Scholarship applications are available
at Post 91 and Berea-Midpark High School and the
deadline to apply is April 15th.

American Legion Boys State............ $300
City of Berea Farm Project............... $500
National Fire Safety Council............. $250
West Dennison Baseball League..... $200
Berea North End Foundation........... $200
Lou Groza Football............................ $200
Titans Baseball................................... $100
Brookview Elementary PTA
(Hope for Quinn)................................ $100
Berea Animal Rescue Fund.............. $100
City Mission........................................ $100
Ohio Veteran’s Mem. Foundation... $250
Berea Arts Fest.................................. $100
VFW Strongsville Post 3345
(Honor Guard bus)............................. $500
Memorial Day Foundation................ $100
Berea Kiwanis Club............................ $175
Berea Police Department................. $1,000
Berea Fire Department..................... $1,000
VA Hospice.......................................... $500
Total................................................. $5,723
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Feature Story (continued)
When America entered the war in 1941 and began shipping fighting men
overseas, military officials bought large quantities of Spam for the same
reason housewives bought it—it was cheap, easily transportable, had a
long shelf life—and yes, it was fairly nutritious. But Spam was not the only
canned meat to go to war. According to Wyman, the army initially bought
10 different varieties of canned meat to feed the troops. That number
grew to 60 by the war’s end. These products found their way into K and B
rations (field and communal rations, respectively), where Hormel’s pork
shoulder ended up cheek-to-jowl with its competitors’ canned pig ears,
noses, and tongues. Soon, the troops were eating these dubious delicacies
as often as three times a day. To fed-up servicemen, it was all Spam.
Hormel made a doomed attempt to point out the misconception. But
to disgruntled troops who’d had more canned meat than they could
stomach, the effort only fanned the flames of discontent.
Ironically, by war’s end Spam had become one of the great unifying forces among American GIs. Whether they
served in Italy, France, North Africa, Asia, or the Pacific, they had shared the danger of combat and the everpresent threat of more Spam. Spam became, in a sense, a common enemy. Jokes about Spam drew strangers
together. Cartoonists such as Sergeant George Baker, creator of the popular Sad Sack cartoon, lampooned Spam.
The armies of America’s allies moved on Spam, too. Along with tanks and destroyers, the list of wartime products
that America provided to Allied nations through the Lend-Lease program included Spam. On the whole, the British
and Russians took more kindly to the omnipresent canned meat than GIs did. A veteran rifleman of the US 4th
Infantry Division remembers how he and his mates were complaining about army food during the Normandy
campaign in 1944 when two visiting Brits, without a word, lifted a slab of meat from the Americans’ mess, dropped
it in the dirt, and then picked it up and swallowed it. The message was clear: You pampered Yanks have nothing to
complain about; this is a treat compared to what we get.
Certainly, citizens of war-ravaged nations felt the bite of wartime shortages more than Americans did, so they
tended to tolerate, even appreciate Spam. Wyman spotlights a pair of particularly notable advocates. Margaret
Thatcher, who would later become Britain’s prime minister, remembered that on Boxing Day (a public holiday
the day after Christmas) in 1943, “We had friends in and…we opened a tin of Spam luncheon meat. We had some
lettuce and tomatoes and peaches, so it was Spam and salad.” Thatcher even went so far as to call Spam “a wartime delicacy.” And Soviet leader Nikita Khruschev, best remembered in the United States for threatening to “crush
America under our feet,” conceded that the Soviets had been in critical condition after German armies overran
their best agricultural regions. “Without Spam,” he reasoned, “we wouldn’t have been able to feed our army.”
Sentiments of this kind elicited mostly sneers from Americans in uniform. Trying to put a positive spin on Spam,
Hormel circulated an advertisement depicting a letter purportedly from a former Hormel salesman now serving
in the Pacific. The letter read, “Boy! You never fully realize how delicious and good Spam really is until you taste it
out here in the bottom of a fox-hole. All the boys out here think Spam is the best meat product in the world.” The
ad brought howls of derision from GIs.
By war’s end, the military had bought, shipped, and served roughly 150 million pounds of Spam. How much of it
was actually eaten will never be known. Rumor has it that soldiers sometimes used it to grease gun barrels, but
I’ve not found a veteran who attested to having done so.
Perhaps the most even-handed assessment of Spam and its role in the US war effort came from a man who, not
coincidentally, may have been the war’s greatest diplomat. In a letter written to a retired Hormel executive after
the war, Dwight D. Eisenhower, the supreme Allied commander who had so masterfully coaxed effective command
relationships out of hot-spirited generals such as George Patton and Great Britain’s Bernard Montgomery,
graciously declared, “During World War II, of course, I ate my share of Spam along with millions of other soldiers.
I’ll even confess to a few unkind remarks about it—uttered during the strain of battle, you understand. But as
former Commander-in-Chief, I believe I can still officially forgive you your only sin: sending us so much of it.”
Bruce Heydt is a former editor of American Heritage magazine. This article originally appeared in the June 2006 issue of
America in WWII.
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From The Editor
These editorials are the opinion of the Editor and do not reflect the opinions of the members of Post 91.

Ron Fazekas, Editor- How can a law be passed when nobody has even read the 2,400 pages. At the time

the Majority leader of the house, Nancy Pelosi said we need to pass this law so we can find out what is in
it. It seems like that is a fairly benign way to pass a law and especially a law that will affect the majority of
the American people.
From the beginning this law was supposed to help the American people by the statements made by our
President. But in fact he lied to us.
The third of Barack Obama’s Big Lies, after “you can keep your plan” and “you can keep your doctor,” was
his promise that Americans would save quite a bit of money on insurance under ObamaCare. In fact, he
spoke of families saving a cool $2500 a year. As with all socialist redistribution schemes, there are some
people doing better under the Affordable Care Act… but most of us are not, and quite a few Americans
are reeling from incredible premium hikes, followed up by enormous deductibles and other out-of-pocket
costs if they actually try to use their benefits.
And it’s going to get worse. A lot worse. You have scarcely begun to pay for Obama’s folly, America.
The law has been changed and altered by this President at his own whimsy. When did it become that the
President can change a law without going to Congress for approval? This is a very dangerous precedent
set by this man.
Did anyone really doubt that the final Obamacare enrollment deadline would slip, too?
It’s not like the Obama administration is setting a new precedent with its latest move — giving customers
more time to enroll after the March 31st deadline if they’re already in line.+
There has been by a count at the Galen Institute, more than 38 significant changes already have been
made to ObamaCare: at least 21 that the Obama Administration has made on their own, 15 that Congress
has passed and the president has signed, and two by the Supreme Court.
Also Obamacare considers contraceptives, sterilizations, abortifacients, and abortion as “preventative
services” under its definition of “health care”. The underlying presumption is that pregnancy is a disease.
When people pay into the Obamcare scheme, whether as taxpayers or through their insurance, their
dollars will be used to finance these procedures, some of which must be provided for free to all women.
The people have no choice - the individual mandate means everyone pays.
Worse, there is no means to allow supposedly free people to opt out of paying into such plans. Now, even
your parish priest must pay for insurance or pay a penalty that will one way or another go into a system
that uses his money to fund anti-life procedures.
Of course the Bishops of the Catholic church have raised this point on behalf of all Catholics, other
Christians and people of good will, but the Obama administration has ignored their pleas.
You can’t reform 70 percent of the economy with 2400 pages of legislation that nobody’s bothered to
read.”
The Congressional Budget Office’s findings that the Affordable Care Act will prompt people to work fewer
hours, thus eliminating more than 2 million jobs. In defense, Democrats spun the findings as a “good
thing” — arguing that Obamacare liberates millions of Americans from jobs they don’t really want to
work. HUH?
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Bulletin Board
Events
April
19.......... Easter Bunny Luncheon
May
3-5......... Garage Sale
8-11....... Mother’s Day Flower Sale
24.......... Graves Decoration
26.......... Memorial Day Parade
& Ceremony

New Membership

Sick Call

The American Legion
Gary Akers, Fred Bement, Peter Ivcic,
Gerald Neumann, Angelo Nuzzo,
Wilbur Thaler, Robert Yingling

Taps

American Legion Auxilary
Karen Corrigan, Cher La Rosa, Nicole
Oppman, Dara Perkowski, Kimberly
Rienerth, Betty Sarko
Sons of the American Legion
Mark James, Walter Pachowciz

Gerri Grospitch, Gerri Schaefer, Paul
Varga

Charles Katona

Membership & Info

Please call 440-234-0091 or visit our
website: www.postbythelake.org.

Hall Rentals

Please contact Sue Milter- Monday
though Saturday 9:00am to 5:00pm
@440-234-0091 or 440-623-6494.
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