June/July 2014

Commander Corner

Fellow Legionnaires & Members of Post 91,

I would first like to extend my sincere thanks to Tony Mazzeo for serving as Commander for
the last 3 years, and for encouraging me to follow in his footsteps. I would also like to thank
my fellow Legionnaires for electing me to serve as Commander of this wonderful Post for the
coming year. There are several new faces amongst the Officers and Executive Board Members
and I am hoping the experience we have in our ranks can assist our newly elected so that we
may be able to hit the ground running.
We have a very active Post and the summer months are no exception – being, of course, if it ever
stops raining! We all know that spring showers bring summer flowers! Please check the Calendar
for the upcoming events such as our Flag Day Ceremony, Fathers Day Breakfast, Friday Night
Burgers, Wing Nights, and Fourth of July fireworks. As we get into picnic season, remember that
the Pavilion is available for your use on a first come first serve basis, so take advantage of our
great facility and scenic view. Please be courteous to other members when using the facilities,
and leave the Pavilion better than you found it.
As an aside, our Drawing Nights are our most successful and busiest time and we are grateful
for the support of our members. However, we unfortunately have only a limited number of
handicapped parking spaces, and an ever growing number of members with handicap placards
or plates. Please be considerate of other members that may be in greater need than yourself, and
consider for one night of the week walking just a little bit further to the door so that someone
in greater need may park a little bit closer. I thank you in advance for your understanding and
selflessness.
Have a Safe and Wonderful Summer - and Always Remember To Thank A Veteran and Our
Military Brethren!!

For God and Country,

Jeff Myers

Post By The Lake Newsletter
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Navy SEALs vs. Delta Force: Who’s
Really Tougher?
BY ERIK TRINIDAD
There’s an on-going debate on who’s tougher: a Navy SEAL or
a member of the 1st Special Forces Operational Detachment’s
Delta Unit, a.k.a. “Delta Force.” Both are elite, super soldiers held
in the highest regard for their specially-trained combat skills and
endurance on and off the battlefield; they are the best of the best
of the best of the military branches that they are operated by. But
which one is the better badass?
First, let’s look at the Delta Force. While made popular in pop
culture via Chuck Norris in a 1986 movie, this real, yet clandestine
special operations unit spawned from the U.S. Army is so secret
that the U.S. government doesn’t officially acknowledge its
existence. It was created in October 1977 by U.S. Army Colonel
Charles Beckwith in response to the many terrorist incidents of that decade. According to GlobalSecurity.
org, the 1st Special Operations Operational Detachment Delta unit (1st SFOD-D) specializes in counterterrorism missions, including hostage rescue, reconnaissance, and barricade operations. Delta Force
soldiers come from the elite of all branches of the military, and are carefully screened both physically and
mentally before entering an intensive six-month training course to be versed in — and specially trained
for — a multitude of dangerous and volatile scenarios.
According to the book Inside Delta Force by Eric Haney, their training includes (but is not limited to):
executive protection, espionage techniques, marksmanship for 100 percent accuracy, creating and
diffusing explosives, and engagement in hostage and terrorist simulations in buildings and hijacked
aircrafts — and with live rounds too, even when their fellow trainees play the parts of the hostages.
Specialized troops within Delta Force are trained for free fall/HALO (High Altitude Low Opening) jump
scenarios in the sky with parachutes, as well as deep underwater ones with scuba gear.
Delta Force operatives have (unofficially) been involved with rescuing the hostages in Grenada in 1983,
aiding the capture of Panamanian dictator Manuel Noriega in 1989, and taking out Colombian drug
kingpin Pablo Escobar in 1993.
Okay, so that’s tough. But what about Navy SEALs? Are they as tough?
Unlike Delta Force, Navy SEALs are officially acknowledged by the U.S. government, as well as everyone
else; it’s hard to ignore their existence when they’ve been credited — very publicly — as the team behind
the killing of terrorist mastermind Osama bin Laden.
Sadly, members of the elite Navy SEAL Team 6 were killed
when Afghan insurgents shot down a Chinook transport
helicopter in August of this year — but that should not
take away from their “tough” factor in this article of
comparison; it should be of note that Delta Force has also
had their bad days too, most notably their failed attempt
at rescuing 66 American hostages in Iran in 1980, which
coincidentally resulted in a fatal helicopter crash.
Continued on Page 7
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The American Legion
Brian T. Riddle, 1st Vice Commander- I have been elected
to 1st Vice Commander for the 2014/2015 year. Thank you.
Congratulations to all the Officers and delegates that were
elected for this term. The main duty of the 1st Vice Commander
is taking care of the annual membership drive each year. Post
91 has met the challenge for the past 17 continuous years of
hitting the goal set from the previous year for all-time high in
membership.
The new year starts July 1st for the 2015 membership drive. I
only ask that the members renew as soon as possible.
In closing, take the time to look around the entire Post 91 area.
The Post has done a lot of improvements and the previous
board members are to be congratulated on their never ending
pursuit to make this ‘Post by the Lake’ one of the best in
Ohio. It is usually a handful of members that make the things
happen around the Post, but it is the entire membership that
makes American Legion Post 91 the BEST.
Don ‘Flash’ Vaji, Gifts For The Yanks Chairman- Hi folks. The
Gifts For The Yanks campaign is off to a good start we have
collected over $2000 already.
There will be a bus trip to Seneca Casino on Oct.24th – 25th.
More information to follow.
I was going to say GO TRIBE; but i think they already left.

Don Keller, 2nd Vice CommanderHello everyone, it is a privilege
to have been elected as 2nd Vice
Commander this year.
I would like to thank JP Martin,
Len Peterson, Bill Gannon, Frank
Whalen, Tim Monahan, Jill Hall,
Janine Hansen, Don ‘Flash’ Vaji, Tony
Mazzeo and Mel Baher for giving
their time and talents to make
Mother’s Day a success. Thanks to
Mikes Bar and Grille for the donation
of gift certificates, the Post for the
flower baskets and anonymous for
the gift bags.
This year we are planning the Family
Picnic in August, Clam Bake in
October and other events as well.
Dates and times to be announced.
Come down to the Post on July 4th
to experience the Berea fireworks
show from our parking lot. As usual
there will be food, fun and all the
rest.

Happy Father Day to all the Dads.

Hoping this year will be a memorable
one!

Have a great summer.

Thank you and God Bless America!

James C Masie Memorial Golf Classic
Jimmy Masie, JCM Committee- The James C. Masie Memorial Golf Classic
will be held on Saturday August 9, 2014 at Emerald Woods Golf Courses
located in nearby Columbia Station. The tournament starts at 9am with
a shotgun start. Players golf in foursomes and you do not have to be on
a team to participate. Proceeds benefit The James C. Masie Memorial
Scholarship Fund.
Registration is $75 per golfer... keep an eye out at the canteen or visit www.postbythelake.org/
jcm/. Includes 18 holes of golf, cart, lunch, steak dinner, various contests, and goodies. Sign up
deadline is late July.
If you wish to participate, volunteer, or sponsor a hole, please contact Ron Fazekas at 440-4873297, Mel Baher at 216-214-9314 or the Post Canteen at 440-234-0091.
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American Legion Auxiliary
Donella Kline, Ladies Auxiliary President- Hooray! Summer is finally here. I was not sure we would
ever see a temperature above 60! Summer brings many activities at the Post.
Flag Day, Father’s Day breakfast, the 13th District Convention, the Department of Ohio Convention, the
4th of July, the pajama walk fundraiser, and the Post picnic. If you would like more details regarding any
of these activities please let me know – we have many wonderful women on our membership roll and I
would love to see you!
Thank you to the Blue Caps for another wonderful Mother’s day breakfast.
Thank you to all who helped with the garage sale, and/or the Flower sale. Thank you also to all who
supported these fundraisers. We were successful because of you!!
I wanted to THANK all of the 2012/2013 Officers. It has been a successful year and I appreciate all that
you do!
There have been no changes in officers for the 2014/2015 year.
President – Donella Kline; 1st Vice President – Vicki Chainey; 2nd Vice President – Stacey Lehmann;
Secretary – Lynn Crann; Treasurer/Membership – Nancy Doutt
For God and Country.
Vicki Chainey, Ladies Auxiliary1st Vice President- What a beautiful sunny day and time we had at the
Kid’s Easter Bunny Lunch with the little ones all dressed up waiting for the Easter Bunny to arrive and
ready with their bags for the egg hunt.
Thank you everyone for supporting the annual Flower Sale this year without your support we could not
do the things we do. We were able to give out 5 scholarships from the garage sale proceeds.
We hope that you were good to Mom and brought her to the Post for the wonderful breakfast they put
on for us.
We hope you were able to attend a Memorial Day Ceremony in your community or in another one.
Up & Coming Events:

•

June 15th- Father’s Day Breakfast, 10am - 1pm in the canteen, Father’s eat free, $5- Mom’s, $3-Kids &
5 Under Free.

•

July 4th- Fireworks at the Post, food will be available from 6 PM - 10 PM or until we run out. Make
sure to come early for a good seat for the fireworks.

•

Aug 15th- ARF Pajama Walk, come early for hamburgers as we hope to leave Post 91around 6:30 pm.
This events proceeds are for the Berea Animal Rescue Fund.

Nancy Doutt, Ladies Auxiliary Membership Chairman- Death has entered our ranks as Unit 91 lost
another member—Gerri Grospitch. May she enter into all of the joys of the life beyond and rest in peace.
We are still at 101.089% of goal, which is 4 over goal. The 2015 membership year will begin August 1st ,
and the early bird will be flying! Dues will remain at $25 for senior members, 18 years of age and over,
and $5.00 for junior members, age birth until age 18. Applications for new members are available at the
Post or can be downloaded from the Post website, www.Postbythelake.org.
Continued on page 6
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Sons of the American Legion
Chuck O’Malley, Commander- The Bear Hof Annual Scholarship committee
has awarded its annual scholarship to Julianna Brunnet. Julianna will be
attending Baldwin-Wallace University in the fall. Congratulations to her and
we wish her many successes in the future. Thank You for all of you who
applied, we had an outstanding number of great applicants. The scholarship
named for our long time Squadron and District Treasurer Dave “Bear” Hof
will be awarded in the early summer.
We would like everyone to welcome Duane Schaft to the Executive
Committee. He will be serving as 2nd Vice Commander this term.
Our Officers for this year are:
Commander – Chuck O’Malley
1st Vice – Jim Matej
2nd Vice – Duane Schaft
Treasurer – Dave ‘Bear’ Hof

Julianna Brunnet & Dave Hof

Historian – Frank Whalen
Sergeant at Arms – Charlie O’Malley
Adjutant – Doug Bloch
Many thanks to Andy Leopold for his years of leadership
service. We will be sponsoring 1 participant for the Ohio
Buckeye Boys State Program. Check the Calendar for summer
events.
We hope that you have a very safe and warm summer.

Charity Report
Post 91 has made the following charitable contributions for
the months of April- May 2014:
Gifts For The Yanks Program............................ $20,472.91
Veteran’s Assistance........................................... $250
Veteran’s Relief Organization of Ohio............. $300
Rolling Thunder.................................................. $500
Cpl Brad Squires Memorial Fund..................... $100
Berea HS Alumni Association............................ $100
VFW Post 3345 Men’s Auxiliary........................ $100
Cleveland Chief Petty Officers Association.... $100
Hanson House..................................................... $100
BBA....................................................................... $225
City of Berea........................................................ $250
Scholarships........................................................ $2,000
Memorial Day Buglers....................................... $100
Total...................................................................... $24,597.91
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National S.A.L. Commander visited our Post May 15th.
The people in the picture left to right Frank Whalen,
Tim Monahan, National Commander Joe Gladden, Dave
‘Bear’ Hof.

Ladies (continued)
Nancy Doutt, Ladies Auxiliary Community Service Chairman- Annual Garage Sale & Auxiliary Scholarship
Winners: Thank you to everyone who donated, volunteered, or made purchases at our annual garage sale. With
your generosity, we are able to present the following with scholarships: Phil Hathcock, Alexis Thomas, Torrie
Bailey, Hilary Graf and Julianna Brunnet. Congratulations and good luck with your continuing education!
Pajama Walk for Berea Animal Rescue: This year’s pajama walk benefitting Berea Animal Rescue will be on
Friday, August 15th . We will meet in the Post canteen between 6 and 6:30 p.m., and head out to the first tour stop
at 7 PM If you’d like to participate, please contact Nancy at (440) 552-4713 with your t-shirt size. Other mandatory
attire includes pajama bottoms and slippers or sandals. Everything else is optional (e.g., curlers in the hair, face
cream, etc.)
We submitted 28 reports for our April 1st and May 1st deadlines, a prayer book and our history scrapbook
highlighting our activities for the past year. Now’s the time to wipe the slate clean and start recording your hours
for the upcoming year, covering April 1, 2014, until March 31, 2015. Just about anything you do can fit on one of
our reports---visit someone in the hospital or nursing home, collect ring pull tabs, Campbell labels, Box Tops for
Education, clothing, bake, walk, run, swim, bike or bowl for charity, write a letter to the editor, vote, sing, volunteer
in a classroom, theater, hospital, or Church, sort food in a pantry, and any random act of kindness---it can all go on
reports. It’s easy to record. Just keep a running list on a piece of paper with the date, activity, number of hours
spent, and summary of money spent or items donated. If you participate in an Auxiliary event, I’ll automatically
record your hours for you. You can drop off your monthly list in my mail box at the Post, or mail it to me at 408
Beech St., Berea, OH 44017, or call me at (440) 552-4713 and I’ll record it for you.

Legion on Shinseki Resignation: ‘It is a Beginning’
American Legion National Commander Daniel M. Dellinger issued the following statement regarding today’s
resignation of Department of Veterans Affairs Secretary Eric Shinseki:
“It is not the solution, yet it is a beginning. The solution is not complete with Shinseki’s resignation. Too many
veterans have waited far too long to receive the benefits that they have earned. Wait times are increasing even
for fully developed claims. But it was never just about a few of the top leaders. The solution is to weed out the
incompetence and corruption within the VHA and the VBA so the dedicated employees can continue to perform
admirably on behalf of our nation’s veterans. The American Legion’s members and professional staff stand ready
to assist in any way feasible.”
The American Legion was the first major veterans service organization to call for the resignations of the top three
officials at VA following revelations of secret patient waiting lists, inadequate care, and excessive and undeserved
bonuses to managers at dozens of VA Medical Centers throughout the United States. Undersecretary for Health
Robert Petzel resigned on May 16. No announcement has yet been made about the other official, Undersecretary
for Benefits Allison Hickey.
“The American Legion congratulates Acting VA Secretary Sloan Gibson and we look forward to working with him,”
Dellinger added. “Secretary Gibson is assuming an awesome responsibility, which will require decisive action and
the changing of an entire culture. Veterans deserve the best this country can offer.”
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Feature Story (continued)
But I digress. Navy SEALs, like Delta Force, are super soldiers specially trained for unconventional
warfare, reconnaissance, and counter-terrorism operations on SEa, Air and Land (hence their acronym
moniker). Created by President Kennedy in 1962, the Navy SEALs emerged from the elite of the U.S. Navy
to parallel the Army’s Green Berets, when tasked to infiltrate and disable enemy jungle camps during the
Vietnam War. Since then, the Navy SEALs have evolved into a formidable and revered unit on their own,
and is now a part of U.S. Special Operations Forces.
According to The New York Times, Navy SEALs must train for at least six months before deployment,
including dealing with free fall and underwater scenarios, demolition training, and engaging in hostage
and terrorist simulations. They must also go through a grueling test of endurance; during “Hell week”
trainees must run, swim in cold water, and crawl through mud almost non-stop for almost six days, with
only a total of four hours sleep. Only about half of the candidates survive training, thus filtering out the
incapable.
Navy SEALs are organized into Teams 1 to 5 and 7 to 10, some of them with a specialty beyond their
already intelligent and deadly skill set. (SEAL Team 2 specializes in arctic combat, for example.) But if we
are trying to compare the toughest with the toughest, we have to talk about SEAL Team 6, the “all-star
team” of SEALs formed as an alternate elite unit after Delta Force failed at rescuing the hostages in
Iran. Team 6 is so superior to the already stellar SEALs that they’ve branched out and became DEVGRU,
the U.S. Naval Special Warfare DEVelopment GRoUp. They require even more training after their time
being “regular” SEALs, including scenarios like parachuting from 30,000 feet in order to gain control of
a hijacked cruise liner.
And The Winner Is…
Based on what I’ve reported here, one might think that Navy SEALs — particularly Team 6/DEVGRU —
would be the tougher of the two when comparing them to Delta Force; they have more intense training
(that we know about), and were even created in response to one of Delta Force’s botched missions.
However, to say the Navy SEALs are tougher than Delta Force is an unfair argument because you have
to consider just what exactly makes a soldier tougher?
Quantitatively, you can say the amount of training, but in the real world it really boils down to the
particular mission at hand. And every mission is different, with its own unique obstacles, element of
danger, and military strategy. Both the Navy SEALs and Delta Force are SMUs (Special Mission Units)
under U.S. Special Operation Forces and sometimes work together (unofficially, of course). Could Delta
Force have taken out Osama bin Laden if they had been tasked with the job? I think that they might have
had the ability to do so — however, they just didn’t get that assignment, so we’ll never know.
In the end, there’s no real definitive answer to who is tougher between Navy SEALs and Delta Force
— they’re both badasses in my opinion — and if you favor either one over the other in terms of being
tougher, that’s pretty much like taking sides in an evenly matched Army vs. Navy football game. Besides,
I dare not side with either unit in this comparison of toughness; I know both have the capacity to find
me and take me out.

7

www.postbythelake.org

29

30

7 PM Executive
Board Meeting

9

24

17

MONDAYS 11A-3P

HOT DOG BAR

25

27

20

13

6

FRIDAY

KITCHEN OPEN TUE & WED
6-8PM
TUESDAY $5 SHRIMP DINNER
WEDNESDAY $7 STRIP STEAK
MONDAY & FRIDAY EVENING
6-9PM

7PM Executive
Board Meeting

26

19

23

THURSDAY

22

5

18

WEDNESDAY

16

4

15

TUESDAY

7PM Meeting

8

10

3

7:30PM Meeting

MONDAY

7:30PM Meeting

2

12

SUNDAY

11

1

SATURDAY

A.L.R.
Meeting Sunday
June 15th Noon

28

21

14

7

14

13

MONDAY

28

27

7:30PM
Executive Board
Meeting

21

20

7:30PM Meeting

7

6

SUNDAY

29

22

15

8

1

TUESDAY

30

23

16

SATURDAY

26

19

Jr. Auxiliary
1PM

12

5

HOT DOG BAR MONDAYS 11A-3P

25

18

11

FRIDAY

KITCHEN OPEN
LUNCHES TUE-SAT 11AM-2:45PM
MONDAY 6-9PM
TUE & WED 6-8PM
TUESDAY $4 SHRIMP DINNER
WEDNESDAY $7 STRIP STEAK

31

7PM Executive
Board

24

17

7PM Meeting

THURSDAY

7:30PM Meeting

3

10

WEDNESDAY

9

2

From The Editor
These editorials are the opinion of the Editor and do not reflect the opinions of the members of Post 91.

Ron Fazekas, Editor- Seven Wonders of The World

A group of students were asked to list what they thought were the present “Seven Wonders of the World.”
Though there were some disagreements, the following received the most votes:
1. Egypt’s Great Pyramids
2. Taj Mahal
3. Grand Canyon
4. Panama Canal
5. Empire State Building
6. St. Peter’s Basilica
7. China’s Great Wall
While gathering the votes, the teacher noted that one student had not finished her paper yet. So she
asked the girl if she was having trouble with her list. The girl replied, “Yes, a little. I couldn’t quite make
up my mind because there were so many.”
The teacher said, “Well, tell us what you have, and maybe we can help.
“The girl hesitated, then read, “I think the ‘Seven Wonders of the World’ are:
1. To See
2. To Hear
3. To Touch
4. To Taste
5. To Feel
6. To Laugh
7. To Love
The room was so quiet you could have heard a pin drop. The things we overlook as simple and ordinary
and that we take for granted are truly wondrous!
A gentle reminder -- that the most precious things in life cannot be built by hand or bought by man.
I learned at a very early age that two things and two things alone protect America from those who seek to
destroy it…the grace of God and the United States Military. -Charlie Daniels
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Bulletin Board
Events
June
14.......... Flag Day Ceremony
15.......... Father’s Day Breakfast
July
4............ Fireworks at the Post

New Membership
The American Legion
None to report
American Legion Auxilary
None to report
Sons of the American Legion
None to report

Sick Call

Paul Varga, Suzanne Bassani,
Mickey Kilbane, Phil Kleinhenz, Gerri
Schaefer

Taps

Gerri Grospitch, Jerome Kelly, Larry
Sizer

Membership & Info

Please call 440-234-0091 or visit our
website: www.postbythelake.org.

Hall Rentals

Please contact Sue Milter- Monday
though Saturday 9:00am to 5:00pm
@440-234-0091 or 440-623-6494.
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