August/September 2014

Commander Corner

Fellow Legionnaires & Members of Post 91,

I hope everyone has been enjoying the first 2 months of this most unusual summer weather, it
has been quite unique to say the least. As I am sure you are all aware, the Memorial Bricks have
been relocated to the front of the pavilion around the flag pole for a more appealing display. We
are currently selling the Memorial Bricks to replace the “Blanks” that have been installed. The
cost of each Brick is $40 which covers engraving and installation. There is a minimum order of
25 so please consider purchasing one or more for yourself, a family member, or friend.
Sometime in late August or early September, we will be receiving our five Ohio Lottery Gaming
Terminals which will offer another venue for all of us to test our luck. Feeling Lucky ??
August and September are very busy months starting with our 1st Annual Softball Game Post 91
vs. VFW Post 3345; the James C. Masie Scholarship Golf Outing; the Post 91 Family Picnic; Patriot’s
Day Ceremony put on by Mel Baher on the Berea triangle; POW/MIA Day; the Pig Roast; the start
of football season which inevitably brings Tailgate Parties. PLEASE CHECK YOUR CALENDER.
One Final Note: I want to thank Don “Flash” Vaji for all of his hard work with the Gifts for the
Yanks program, and to all of you who purchased tickets for all of his raffles that helped him make
Post 91 #1 in the American Legion Department of Ohio once again!!!
Always Remember to Thank A Veteran and Our Military Brethren !!

For God and Country,

Jeff Myers

Post By The Lake Newsletter
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Why Isn’t 9/11 a National Holiday?
By Keith Wagstaff | September 11, 2013
It’s one of the most infamous dates in U.S. history. But it isn’t a federal holiday.
In New York City, Sept. 11 is something of a somber, unofficial holiday, with quiet memorial events around the city
and twin beams of light rising from the Manhattan skyline.
It is not, however, an official federal holiday — which is why
businesses and schools don’t shut down. Instead, Congress
dubbed it a “National Day of Service and Remembrance,” which
lawmakers officially named “Patriot Day” in 2001.
Congress has the power to make Patriot Day a permanent
federal holiday. Right now, there are 10: New Year’s Day,
President’s Day, Independence Day, Thanksgiving Day,
Christmas Day, Memorial Day, Veterans Day, Columbus Day,
Labor Day, and Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday. Only federal
employees and employees in the District of Columbia are
guaranteed these holidays off, which is why you might still
have to work on Columbus Day. (People in the Washington D.C.
area also get to enjoy Inauguration Day once every four years).
Shortly after the 9/11 attacks and during their 10th anniversary, there were plenty of calls to make Patriot Day a
holiday, mostly out of a fear that it would be forgotten by an apathetic public. Joe Brettell, a Republican consultant
living in Virginia, made that case on Fox News:
In the years following the 9/11 attack, Congress has taken care to mark the day with moments of silence and
resolutions. But those proclamations, while important, rarely gain the awareness of everyday Americans … Surely
this effort will inspire the cynics to suggest that commemorating September 11 will eventually relegate it to
another day of barbecues and baseball games, with only passing regard given to the heroes of that day. Yet in
a deeper sense there can be no greater response to an attack that was launched at our very way of life than to
celebrate the institutions, gatherings, and freedoms that drove our enemies to violence. [Fox News]
There is some credence to concerns that a 9/11 holiday would be trivialized by commercialism. Yesterday,
Tumbledown Trails Golf Course, located near Madison, Wis., got in trouble for offering nine holes of golf for $9.11
to “commemorate” the 12th anniversary of 9/11.
September 11 is also just a few days after Labor Day, meaning the United States would either have to move Labor
Day to some other date or deal with two short work weeks in a row.
That gets to the biggest reason Sept. 11 probably won’t be a holiday anytime soon: Federal holidays cost money. A
lot of money. According to Rasmussen, every holiday costs the federal government $450 million in employee pay
and lost productivity.
States have also been reticent to give their employees an extra holiday. In 2002, the New York state legislature
decided not to make 9/11 a holiday after the state comptroller said it would cost$43 million. Other states, like
Colorado, have also briefly considered it before scrapping the idea because of costs.
In 2007, Montana state Sen. Don Ryan tried to solve the cost problem by suggesting that 9/11 be made into a
holiday instead of Columbus Day. One Italian-American lawmaker, according to theLos Angeles Times, told the
Irish-American Ryan, “Why don’t you take away St. Patrick’s Day?”
And that was before the financial crisis hit in 2008. In that light, it’s easy to see why many politicians prefer a
somber day of remembrance that doesn’t offend anyone or strain state and federal coffers.
Just because it’s not a federal holiday now, however, doesn’t mean it never will be. Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday
wasn’t made a holiday until 1984. Memorial Day, initially created to honor fallen Union soldiers, wasn’t declared
a federal holiday until 1967. And Thanksgiving? That was officially made a federal holiday by President Abraham
Lincoln, more than two centuries after the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock.
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The American Legion
Brian T. Riddle, 1st Vice Commander- The 2015 membership program is now in full swing, and many
of our annual early birds have already sent their checks in and have received their new cards. Are you
among this “early bird” group? If so, Thank You!
The Post 91 membership quota is set by the Department of Ohio at 654 with an all-time high set at 654,
for the 2015 membership drive year. Please consider paying your dues now and help your Post be Quota
by Veterans Day, November 11th. Please be patient with me in this process I am slowly but surely learning
“the ropes”. Thanks a bunch.

Don Keller, 2nd Vice Commander- We swing off the beginning of August on the 3rd with a new activity.
“The Challenge of the Posts Softball Game”. Strongsville VFW Post 3345 (vs) Berea American Legion Post
91, at High Noon at Chandler Commons Development Baseball Field in Strongsville (located off Hunt Rd.
between Drake Rd. and Boston Rd.). Food and Beverage will be available for purchase so bring your cheer
or chair and let’s bring home a win.
August 17th is the Family Picnic at the Post from noon till 6. Bring out your favorite side dish. Food,
beverage and fun provided. SAL’s and the Ladies Auxiliary have fun planned for the children.
Paver Bricks are for sale for $40 each for under the flag pole. We can only batch order when we have at
least 25 so get them in soon.
Thanks to EVERYONE who contributed in making the 4th of July a success!
Thank You to the Ladies Auxiliary for representing the Post in the parade, looking forward to next year.
The Honor/Color Guard is recruiting volunteers for both positions.
September dates:
1st - Labor Day
5th - Post 91 Birthday
7th - SAL Tailgate party 10am - ?
19th - POW/MIA Observance
20th - ALR Pig Roast

Don “Flash” Vaji, Gifts for the Yanks Chairman- I would like to thank everyone for helping me reach a
goal of 1st Place in contributions, $20,472.91, to help our veterans in the VA hospital, through the Gifts
For The Yanks program. We also took largest percentage of goal for membership of 500-999, 11,488.73%.
I have already begun working on next years program and have accumulated over $5,000. Thanks again.
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American Legion Auxiliary
Donella Kline, Ladies Auxiliary President- Once again, we have all of our members who have reported to Nancy
all of your activities for the past year to thank for our successful year. Please see Nancy’s article for all of the
awards we received from District and Department conventions.
Thank you also to Vicki for coordinating everyone who helped with the Father’s Day breakfast, and the 4th of July.
Please be sure to “friend” the American Legion Auxiliary Unit 91 facebook page (Thank you Melinda). Melinda
updates the page for Unit activities. Please contact us/Post to our facebook page if you see an activity you would
like to volunteer/help with or if you have a project/idea you think the Auxiliary could participate in!
Be sure to mark your calendars for the VFW- AL softball challenge, the annual pajama walk fundraiser, the District
picnic, and the Post 91 Family picnic.
PUMPKIN ROLL season is upon us – order forms will be in the Post before the next newsletter is distributed.
Enjoy the rest of your summer!
For God and Country.
Vicki Chainey, Ladies Auxiliary1st Vice President- Boy, half the year is gone already and we still have lots of
things coming up. Thank you to everyone that helped with the Father’s Day breakfast and the 4th Fireworks,
without your help I could not have done it, so thank you again.
Up & Coming Events:
August
3rd

Post 91 vs VFW 3345 Softball Game, check Post for details if you would like to play or attend

9th

Masie Golf Outing check Post for details

15th LadiesAuxiliary Pajama Walk for ARF, leave Post by 7pm, see Nancy Doutt if you are planning to
		

attend and need a shirt.

17th Post Family Picnic, 1-6 pm, bring a side dish to share, hot dogs & hamburgers
		

and entertainment provided.

30th S.A.L. Steak Roast, purchase ticket at Post. Don’t miss this I hear the steaks are great.
September
1st

Pumpkin Roll box will be out in the Post to place your order, don’t get left out again this year.

		

November Lottery tickets go on sale, see Vicki Chainey or purchase from Bartenders, $5 each.

5th

Post 91’s Birthday, come down to the Post and have some cake.

6th

Auxiliary’s Special Event, Auxiliary Members please be ready to be called on to help out with this event.

7th

S.A.L. Tailgate

11th 9-11 Ceremony on the triangle in Downtown Berea at 9 am, there should not be a place to stand,
		

show your support to those that lost their lives or helped to save ours.

19th POW/MIA service at 7 pm at the Post pavilion.
20th A.L.R. Pig Roast, watch for tickets at the Post, it is always a fun time.
October Watch for the “Sweats for Vet’s” project by the Auxiliary.
As always, remember those that have passed and show love to those in your lives, as life is way too short.
God Bless!!
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Sons of the American Legion
Chuck O’Malley, Commander- As summer winds down, S.A.L.
activities and the Post are starting to heat up. We are looking
forward to tailgating, TV Raffles and having our annual steak roast.
Treasurer, Dave ‘Bear’ Hof has sent out membership notices for this
year. Pay early save $5 if you return by November 11, 2014. Please
include your email address for future mailings.
Upcoming Events:
Aug 3

VFW- Post 91 Softball Challenge

Aug 30

SAL Steak Roast in the Pavilion

Sept 7

Tailgate Browns at Pittsburgh

Sept 11

Patriots Day

Oct 19

Tailgate Browns at Jaguars

We also hope that you have had a very safe and warm summer.
Dave ‘Bear’ Hof, Membership/Finance Chairman- OK GUYS ITS
RENEWAL TIME. The new cards are here for 2015,& renewal notices
have been sent out to all last years members.
We ended last year as the LARGEST Squadron in the 13th district
with 362 members. That’s ALL TIME HIGH again. Our Quota for this
year is 2% more then last year so about 8 more plus every one else
pays this year.
Have you moved????? We need a update on your address & E- Mail
to keep our data bank up to date.
See you at the Family Picnic on Aug17th.

Charity Report
Post 91 has made the following charitable contributions for the
months of June-July 2014:
NEOPAT........................................................................ $200
Veteran’s Assistance.................................................. $500
Wounded Heroes Association.................................. $250
VFW 3345..................................................................... $100
Epilepsy Foundation.................................................. $75
Berea Chamber of Commerce.................................. $50
Berea Historical Society............................................ $100
Alzheimer’s Association............................................. $300
NMSS............................................................................ $100
American Legion 13th District.................................. $80
American Legion Post 453........................................ $20
American Legion Post 610........................................ $100
Wreaths Across America........................................... $150
City of Berea................................................................ $1,000
Special Olympics Ohio............................................... $150
Total.............................................................................. $3,175
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Community Service Report
Pajama Walk for Berea Animal Rescue:
This year’s pajama walk benefitting
Berea Animal Rescue will be on Friday,
August 15th. We will meet in the Post
canteen between 6 and 6:30 p.m., and
head out to the first tour stop at 7:00
p.m. If you’d like to participate, please
contact Nancy at (440) 552-4713 with
your t-shirt size. Other mandatory
attire includes pajama bottoms and
slippers or sandals. Everything else is
optional (e.g., curlers in the hair, face
cream, etc.)
Baby Shower for Cleveland Pregnancy
Center: On Saturday, September 27th,
from 2 to 4 p.m., Unit 91 will be
hosting a baby shower for Cleveland
Pregnancy Center.
Watch in the
Post for more details, but we will
be collecting new baby clothes, and
other baby items, large and small,
baby afghans, and gift cards to stores
such as Baby’s R Us, Wal-Mart, etc.
We will also be distributing empty
baby bottles in advance for you to
fill with change. If you’re interested
in getting a baby bottle to fill, have
questions about the shower, or would
like to help, please contact Nancy at
(440) 552-4713.
Buckeye Girls State Results: Our two
BGS delegates from Strongsville
High school had a wonderful time!
Lauren Fechtel was appointed the
House of Representatives Journal
Clerk for Flowers City, and Maria
Vargo was appointed Chief of Staff
to the Secretary of State in Human
Resources in Davidson City. Maria
was also third on the list out of 850
delegates to attend Girls Nation, but
unfortunately, only the two top are
selected to attend. That’s quite an
honor!

Ladies (continued)
Nancy Dout Ladies Auxiliary Membership Chairman- Congratulations to Unit 91 for reaching goal for 2014!! We
actually exceeded by 3. Thank you to everyone who renewed or became a new member for the year 2014. At the
Dept. of Ohio convention, we learned of our new goal for 2015. It’s an increase of 13 over our final tally for 2014,
so our new goal should be 383 members, including our Juniors. Our dues remain at $25.00 again for seniors, and
$5.00 for Juniors. Juniors do not receive renewal notices, so please pay their dues when you pay your senior dues.
The first notice from National will not be sent until Fall, but you don’t need your notice to pay your dues. Payment
by November 11, gets the early bird sticker! It’s going to take all of us, and then some, to reach our 2015 goal. You
are the best representative for our Unit to recruit new members, too. Is there anyone else in your family eligible
to join? How about a friend or co-worker? If you have any questions about their eligibility, please call me at (440)
552-4713.

American Legion Auxiliary District & Dept. of Ohio Convention Summary
Unit 91’s hard work has paid off! At the District summer convention, Unit 91 received 1st place certificates
in our membership group, in all five major programs of Americanism, Children & Youth, Community Service,
Junior Activities, and Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation. At the 2014 Dept. of Ohio convention we received many
certificates and several plaques for the 28 reports and narratives we submitted. For the upcoming reporting year,
just drop me a line or call me at (440) 552-4713 and I’ll record your or you. Congratulations to all of us and thank
you for a great year!!!
Unit 91 received the following awards/certificates. The plaques are for first place in the listed categories for the
entire state of Ohio, for which there are 453 Units.
•

2014 Citation of Merit for achieving goal by May 31, 2014, ordering poppies, paying our bonding
fee, and submitting all of the mandatory reports.

•

Ruby Donor Level Certificate for donation for the Dept. President’s special project, Survivors of
Fallen Heroes Family Camp.

•

Membership goal ribbon.

•

National Americanism Essay Contest—1st place to Mary Papandreas of Strongsville High School,
our submission for class V for high school juniors and seniors.

•

Honorable Mention in our membership group for our Americanism program.

•

The Ruth Adams plaque for best Chaplain report, based on a narrative.

•

3rd Place Certificate of Achievement for Chaplain’s Senior Prayer Book.

•

2nd Place in our membership group for Children & Youth program.

•

1st Place in our membership group for Community service program.

•

Anna Mae Beckley plaque for best overall Community Service program, based on a narrative.

•

Give 10 to Education Certificate of Participation.

•

Certificate of Achievement for Education program.

•

Certificate of Participation for our History Scrapbook.

•

The Emma McBane plaque for best Legislative report, based on a narrative.

•

Certificate of Achievement for our National Security program.

•

Certificate for Past President’s Parley narrative.

•

1st Place Certificate of Merit for Public Relations narrative.
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American Legion riders
Keith Szuch, Director- Hello fellow riders. Boy it is hard to believe but it seems like just yesterday that
I was writing to tell everyone that the riding season is on us, so be careful out there. Now look at it. We
are already to August. Where did the time go?
I would like to thank those that came out and either rode or walked in the July 3rd Grindstone Festival
parade. Also thank you to Ed Leopold and Chip Laden for manning the beer booth in the garage for the
fireworks on the 4th.
As you know when we get to August that usually means the ALR pig roast is upon us. Well this year we
have moved into September, the 20th to be exact. There are tickets available. There will be some behind
the bar so ask one of our great bartenders for tickets if you would like to purchase one, or if you see one
of the riders you can ask them as some of them will once again be selling tickets or they can tell you who
to get one from. The reason we moved the roast to September was so we do not conflict with the D-Day
re-enactment that will take place in Conneaut. Sarge has been a regular at this event and says if you are
into American war history, you should see it. I know I will be going.
So in closing, I hope that a lot of you attend the pig roast on September 20th, unfortunately I will not be
there as I will out of town. But that doesn’t mean you can’t go. My next writing will not be until October,
which means the riding season will be over and breakfast will once again start. Watch for the fliers with
the starting date and times. Thanks and be safe.

Albert’s Cafe
Jamie Neeley, Head Chef- First I would like to say at Post 91 we try to keep our pricing reasonable so everyone will
be able to enjoy a bite to eat. With the ever changing economy and the rising cost of food these days, we have to
keep up with the times. We will be changing some of our prices and eliminating some items from our menu. Look
for these changes starting in September. I hope everyone will be understanding and will continue to support the
kitchen. We couldn’t stay open without you, we do appreciate all your business.
I would also like to say that as of August 1st the kitchen will no longer be open on Saturdays due to a decline in
business, it will be open for special events such as football games and other special events. We will announce
these days in advance.
I also want to thank individuals such as Ron Nebesar and Marianna Peris for always stepping up to the plate when
Jackie and I need help in the kitchen it’s nice to have people we can count on.
Also, I would like to thank the Schaffer Family for volunteering their time on Fridays for burger nite they do a great
job and allows me to have a night off.
Thanks again everyone who keeps the kitchen opened and we look forward to your continued patronage Jamie
and Jackie.
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

31

25

24

7:30PM
Executive Board
Meeting

18

17

26

19

12

11

10

7:30PM Meeting

5

4

3

KITCHEN OPEN TUE & WED 6-8PM
TUESDAY $4 SHRIMP DINNER
WEDNESDAY $7 STRIP STEAK
MONDAY & FRIDAY EVENING
6-9PM

TUESDAY

27

7PM Executive
Board Meeting

28

21

7PM Meeting

7:30PM Meeting

20

14

7

August 17th
Noon Post 91
Legion Riders
Meeting

THURSDAY

13

63P

HOT DOG BAR
MONDAYS 11A-

WEDNESDAY
WEDNESDAY

29

22

15

8

1

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

30 S.A.L. Rib
Roast

23

16

details
below

See

9 Golf Outing

2

28

A.L.R.
Meeting Noon

29

7 PM Executive
Board Meeting
30

23

MONDAYS 11A-3P

HOT DOG BAR

24

22

26

19

12

5

FRIDAY

KITCHEN OPEN TUE & WED
6-8PM
TUESDAY $5 SHRIMP DINNER
WEDNESDAY $7 STRIP STEAK
MONDAY & FRIDAY EVENING
6-9PM

7PM Executive
Board Meeting

25

18

21

16

17

THURSDAY

15

4

14

WEDNESDAY
3 WEDNESDAY

7PM Meeting

TUESDAY

7:30PM Meeting

9

2

7:30PM Meeting

MONDAY

11

8

1

10

7

SUNDAY
KITCHEN
OPEN SUNDAY
1-4PM DURING
BROWNS
GAMES

SATURDAY

27

20 A.L.R. Pig
Roast

Jr. Auxiliary
Meeting 1PM
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From The Editor
These editorials are the opinion of the Editor and do not reflect the opinions of the members of Post 91.
Ron Fazekas, Editor- Probably most of us feel this way.
•

I like big cars, big boats, big motorcycles, big houses and big campfires I believe the money I make belongs to me and
my family, not some governmental stooge with a bad comb-over who wants to give it away to crack addicts for squirting
out babies.

•

I think that if you feel homosexuality is wrong, it is not a phobia, it is an opinion.

•

I don’t think being a minority makes you a victim of anything except numbers. The only things I can think of that are
truly discriminatory are things like the United Negro College Fund, Jet Magazine, Black Entertainment Television, and
Miss Black America. Try to have things like the United Caucasian College Fund, Cloud Magazine, White Entertainment
Television, or Miss White America; and see what happens. Jesse Jackson will be knocking down your door.

•

I have the right ‘NOT’ to be tolerant of others because they are different, weird, or tick me off.

•

When 70% of the people who get arrested are black, in cities where 70% of the population is black, that is not racial
profiling, it is the Law of Probability.

•

I know what sex is, and there are not varying degrees of it. If I received sex from one of my subordinates in my office, it
wouldn’t be a private matter or my personal business. I would be ‘FIRED’ immediately!

•

I believe that if you are selling me a milk shake, a pack of cigarettes, a newspaper or a hotel room, you must do it in English!
As a matter of fact, if you want to be an American citizen, you should have to speak English! My father and grandfather
didn’t die in vain so you can leave the countries you were born in to come over and disrespect ours.

•

I think the police should have every right to shoot your sorry self if you threaten them after they tell you to stop. If you
can’t understand the word ‘freeze’ or ‘stop’ in English, see the above lines.

•

I feel much safer letting a machine with no political affiliation recount votes when needed. I know what the definition of
lying is.

•

I don’t think just because you were not born in this country, you are qualified for any special loan programs, government
sponsored bank loans or tax breaks, etc., so you can open a hotel, coffee shop, trinket store, or any other business.

•

We did not go to the aid of certain foreign countries and risk our lives in wars to defend their freedoms, so that decades
later they could come over here and tell us our constitution is a living document; and open to their interpretations.

•

I don’t hate the rich. I don’t pity the poor. I know pro wrestling is fake, but so are movies and television. That doesn’t stop
you from watching them.

•

I believe a self-righteous liberal or conservative with a cause is more dangerous than a Hell’s Angel with an attitude.

•

I think Bill Gates has every right to keep every penny he made and continue to make more. If it ticks you off, go and invent
the next operating system that’s better, and put your name on the building. Ask your buddy that invented the Internet
to help you.

•

It doesn’t take a whole village to raise a child right, but it does take a parent to stand up to the kid; and smack their little
behinds when necessary, and say ‘NO!’

•

I think tattoos and piercing are fine if you want them, but please don’t pretend they are a political statement. And, please,
stay home until that new lip ring heals. I don’t want to look at your ugly infected mouth as you serve me French fries!

•

I am sick of ‘Political Correctness.’ I know a lot of black people, and not a single one of them was born in Africa; so how can
they be ‘African-Americans’? Besides, Africa is a continent. I don’t go around saying I am a European-American because
my great, great, great, great, great, great grandfather was from Europe. I am proud to be from America and nowhere
else.

•

Explain to me why an NBA owner makes a derogatory remark about minorities loses his team but an NFL owner who
swindles millions from trucking companies gets to keep his team.
When you’re born you get a ticket to the freak show. When you’re born in America, you get a front row seat.
-George Carlin
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Bulletin Board
Events
August
3............ Post 91 vs VFW Softball
9............ JCM Golf Outing
15.......... Ladies PJ Walk
17.......... Family Picnic
30.......... S.A.L. Steak Roast
September
5............ Post 91 Birthday
7............ S.A.L. Tailgate Party
11........... Patriot Day 9/11 Ceremony
19.......... POW/MIA Service
20.......... Riders Pig Roast

New Membership

Sick Call

The American Legion
Michael Baron, Robert Burg, Brian
Ensworth, Mark Grubbs, Donald
Jones, Kevin Sines, John Terwoord,
Garrett Williams
American Legion Auxilary
None to report
Sons of the American Legion
David Dapsis, Tom Zagorski, William
Boone, Gregory Stemm, Tom Tynall,
Kenneth Gileroy, Michael Scheneh
Jr. John Zoya Jr, James Cooney, John
Bartko, James Roberts, Brian Addison

Lisa Engleman, Renee Gillespie, Gerri
Schaefer, Skip Hand, Ralph Schaefer,
Jim Smallwood, Roy Miller

Taps

Cliff McKeever, Raymond Campbell,
Daniel R. McMillen, Clare Thomas

Membership & Info

Please call 440-234-0091 or visit our
website: www.postbythelake.org.

Hall Rentals

Please contact Sue Milter- Monday
though Saturday 9:00am to 5:00pm
@440-234-0091 or 440-623-6494.
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