October/November 2014

Commander Corner

Fellow Legionnaires & Members of Post 91,

I first want to extend my Thanks to the Ladies Auxiliary for putting on the Past Commanders
Dinner this past September 6th, it was truly wonderful and much appreciated.
I hope everyone enjoyed one of the most bizarre (weatherwise) summers I can ever recall. As
the weather now turns and we roll on into Fall we have two main events: Our Post Clam Bake
on Oct 25th & the Post Reverse Raffle on Nov 8th. Also look for the ALR Breakfasts to start up
again in October on the 2nd and 4th Sunday’s of each month. Please check your Calendars for
the SAL Tailgate Party, Kids and Adult Halloween Party’s, and as always, the wonderful Veterans
Day lunches and dinners provided for us by the Ladies Auxiliary and the S.A.L.
Again I wish to urge everyone to please consider purchasing a Memorial Brick so that we can
replace the blank paver bricks that are filling up space in our display. I have orders for some on
hand but a minimum of 25 are needed to send them in. If you have already purchased one, I
Thank You and urge you to consider possibly purchasing another.
As of this Newsletter our 5 new Ohio Lottery Gaming Terminals should all be up and running,
and hopefully everyone is enjoying them.
Until next time, Go Browns, Go Buckeyes, and God Bless Our Troops and always remember to
Thank a Veteran.

For God and Country,

Jeff Myers

Post By The Lake Newsletter

Contents
Commander....................................... 1

Jeff Myers g Commander

Featured Story..................................2,7

Ron Fazekas g Editor

The American Legion....................... 3

Jim Masie g Creative Director

American Legion Auxiliary............ 4,,6
Sons of the American Legion.......... 5

1

Albert E. Baesel g American Legion Post 91

American Legion Riders................... 5

91 American Legion Parkway g Berea, OH 44017

From The Editor................................. 8

440-234-0091 g post91@wowway.biz

Bulletin Board.................................... 9

www.postbythelake.org

100th Anniversary of Start of
World War I Approaches
By Jim Garamone, American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON, June 25, 2014 – “One day the great European War will come out of some damned foolish
thing in the Balkans.”
This prophecy, from German Chancellor Otto von Bismarck, came in 1888, and he was spot on.
On June 28, 1914, Archduke Franz Ferdinand, the heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne, and his wife,
Duchess Sophie, were visiting Sarajevo, the capital of the Austro-Hungarian province of BosniaHerzegovina.
Austria-Hungary was a multinational empire in the
heart of Europe. The Dual Monarchy, as it was also
known, covers land now occupied by 13 countries.
The empire’s citizens came from multiple ethnic
groups and spoke scores of languages; therefore
the empire often was pulled in different directions.
The Russian Empire supported the protests of the
Slav minorities inside Austria-Hungary and saw
itself as a protector of Orthodox Christians inside
Austria-Hungary.
The archduke was the heir of the House of Habsburg,
which presided over this polyglot empire. His house
traced its lineage to the ninth century and ruled in the region from at least 1276.
Sarajevo was a center of unrest against foreign rule. Many advisors had advised the archduke to not visit
the city.
As the archduke’s entourage was driving through the city, a member of the Serbian-sponsored group
called The Black Hand threw a grenade at his car. It exploded and hurt people in the vehicle behind the
archduke. The archduke and his wife went to visit those injured in the attack. On their way back from the
hospital, drivers made a wrong turn, and the motorcade stalled -- right in from of Gavrilo Princip, another
member of The Black Hand.
Princip ran up to the archduke’s car and shot Duchess Sophie and the archduke. The two died soon after.
The assassination of the heir to the Habsburg throne pushed Europe into crisis, with the Great Powers
-- Germany, Russia, France, Great Britain and Austria-Hungary -- reacting to a confusing situation.
Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia on July 28, 1914. Russia responded July 29 by ordering
mobilization, and Germany followed by mobilizing on July 30. Germany declared war on Russia on Aug. 1.
The German strategy was to eliminate the threat from France before turning to take on Russia. France
was Russia’s ally, and Germany declared war on that country on Aug. 3. Germany’s path to France led
through Belgium, and the invasion of that country led to Great Britain’s declaration of war Aug. 4.
The assassination was the immediate spark that started what became known as the Great War or World War.
Continued on Page 7
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The American Legion
Brian T. Riddle, 1st Vice Commander- Wow where did the summer go? Just like summer cooling off so
did the membership renewals, they are trickling in. If you have dues ready to pay come down to the Post
and have one of the bartenders put it into my mailbox, I’ll renew it and send you your membership card.
Your Post has 673 total blue cap members so far this year 421 of those 673 have renewed as of now also,
which is 62.55% of our total blue cap Post membership. My challenge to you, the members of Post 91,
is to have 100% renewal by November 11, 2014. This is the last day to receive your Early Bird Sticker on
your membership card. Thank You for your support and service!!
Don Keller, 2nd Vice Commander- Summer is quickly coming to an end and that means indoor
hibernation or Florida escapes! But before that happens there’s still fun to be had.
August softball game with VFW Post 3345, family picnic and September’s Patriot’s Day, POW/MIA day all
turned out well and thanks to all who participated!
October

•

19th is the SAL Tailgate (Post parking lot 11am)

•

25th is the Clam Bake from 5pm-7pm

•

26th is the Children’s Halloween Party

November

•

8th is the Reverse Raffle from 6pm-10pm (Tickets $25)

•

11th is Veterans Day lunch & dinner (Ladies Auxiliary & SAL respectively)

•

27th Happy Thanksgiving & THANK YOU FELLOW VETS PAST AND PRESENT FOR OUR FREEDOM
TODAY!

Honor Guard/Color Guard

•

November 3rd –Wade Park visit Vets on the ward, leaving Post @ 5:30

Don “Flash” Vaji, Gifts for the Yanks Chairman- Hi folks
Yes summer is over but was it really here. The Gift for the Yanks program has collected over $ 8000 for
the year as you know we came in 1st. place in the Department of Ohio again, and that is three years in
a row lets go for four.
I’ll be down at the Post on Sundays during Browns games with raffles and fun. Come on down for a
beverage and some food. There will be a prize for every Browns score.
Don’t forget to bring disposable razors any time you come to the Post and put them in the green box
next to the front door, they are for the vets in the VA HOSPICE UNIT THANK YOU .
HAPPY THANKSGIVING.
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American Legion Auxiliary
Donella Kline, Ladies Auxiliary President- Happy Fall everyone! This is my favorite time of year. The weather always seems
to be perfect – not too hot or too cold, and we begin preparing for the Holidays.
Welcome to our new Auxiliary members. There are many opportunities to help our Veterans and the community. Please let us
know what you enjoy doing – knitting, crocheting, baking, reading, visiting at a nursing home, visiting at the hospital, working
with children, contacting elected officials, education, the list can go on and on. We can find an opportunity for you no matter
what interests you.
The pumpkin roll machine has begun. Our first rolling has occurred and by the next newsletter we will have delivered over
700 rolls. Thank you all for your continued support.
Be sure to Get Out and VOTE on Tuesday, November 4th. Every voice counts!
Please join us in October/November for the Children’s Halloween Party, the Lady Veteran Luncheon, and look for the Giving Tree
after Thanksgiving. Hope you all have a raffle ticket for the month of November lottery. There is still time to buy your tickets!
Please remember that our monthly meetings are on the 2nd Monday of the Month at 7:30. All are welcome! We have a raffle
at each meeting so please join us!
Vicki Chainey, Ladies Auxiliary1st Vice President- I hope everyone has enjoyed their Summer and ready for my favorite time
of the year Fall & Winter, I know I’m crazy.
The family picnic was a lot of fun as you know if you attended and if you didn’t, Oh well maybe next year.
We had a Past Commanders Dinner attended by many with a cocktail hour and very nice military program from an outside
group and followed by a wonderful dinner, a good time was had by all.
Thank you everyone that participated in the “Cleveland Pregnancy Baby Bottle Coin Collection”, I’m sure that it will help those
in need.
Don’t forget to order that PUMPKIN ROLL before it’s too late.
Up & Coming Events:
October
•

1st Lottery Tickets on sale for the whole month, purchase thru the bar or Vicki

•

5th District 13 Fall Conference, at Post 91, registration starts at 11 am at 2pm the Conference will start, all Auxiliary
member can attend

•

12th ALR, Breakfast Season starts, 10 am - 12:30 pm in the Canteen

•

19th S.A.L. Tailgate Party

•

25th Pumpkin Rolling at Lutheran Divinity Church @ 8 am, see Nancy Doutt if you would like to help

•

25th Post Clam Bake, watch at Post for details and sale of tickets.

•

26th Kids Halloween Party, make sure to look for details in Post and sign-up your kids.

November
•

1st Pick-3-Lotto starts tonight, good luck to all that purchased tickets.

•

4th ELECTION DAY, get out and VOTE to make a difference.

•

8th Post Reverse Raffle, look for details in Post and to purchase tickets also we will need Auxiliary. members to help on
this, see Vicki Chainey for info

•

9th Lady Veteran’s Luncheon, let Nancy Doutt know if you would like to attend.

•

11th Veteran’s Day, lunch by the Auxiliary @ 12 pm - 2 pm, dinner by S.A.L.’s

•

15th Last Pumpkin Rolling, 8 am same place as in October.

•

27th HAPPY THANKSGIVING, to you and your family from the Ladies Auxiliary

•

28th or 29th Help with the Giving Tree in the Canteen, ask Nancy Doutt for details.

December
•

13th Kids Christmas Party in the Post hall from 12 pm - 3 pm, sign-up your little ones Don’t forget your camera to take a
photo with Santa and a wrapped gift with child’s first & last name on it.
Continued on Page 6
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Sons of the American Legion
Chuck O’Malley, Commander- Welcome to Fall. Vacations are over
and the kids are back in school. We have a lot of activities planned.
We plan another Tailgate Party! This time we will see a Victory over
the Jacksonville Jaguars on October 19th Festivities will start at 11:00
AM. The price will remain at $7. We will also have additional drawings.
We will be serving Veterans Day Dinner on November 11th. Check
with an Officer if you are able to help serve. Please contact Andy
Leopold or Chuck O’Malley.
There will be Clambakes and Seasonal Parties throughout the fall.
Keep an eye on the calendar and the video screen.
Enjoy the Fall Season and attend a meeting on October 8th and
November 12th at 7:30 PM at the Post.

American Legion RIDERS
Keith Szuch, ALR Director- Hello to all once again. As you may have
all heard there is a lot going on, which I will not get into here as this
not the forum for that. By the time you all get this, our pig roast will
have been done and over with and along with that, pretty much our
riding season. I want you all to keep in mind that we have canceled
our December meeting due to schedule conflicts. So please come to
the November meeting where we will hold our first round of 2015
officer nominations. With that said I would like to take a moment to
thank all of those people that helped out with our events throughout
the year, without you we would not have been able to do it. Also I do
not want to leave out those that came to our events and supported
us as well as the Post. Until the next newsletter, please be safe and I
hope to see some you along the way.

Charity Report

Post 91 has made the following charitable contributions for the
months of August-September 2014:
VA Hospice razor program ...........................................................$150
Wags 4 Warriors ............................................................................ $513
VA Hospice ..................................................................................... $500
Flag for Strongsville Hospice ...................................................... $242
Women’s Memorial Fund .............................................................$100
Berea Rotary ..................................................................................$100
Woodland Cemetery Foundation ..................................................$50
Jeff Tyrone Foundation ...................................................................$60
S.A.L. Squadron 91 ........................................................................$120
Auxiliary Unit 91 ............................................................................$100
A Special Wish Foundation ............................................................$50
Berea-Midpark Athletic Boosters ................................................$275
Madzy Run ......................................................................................$100
Friends Forever ................................................................................$50
Total ............................................................................................. $2,410
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Veteran Service
Commission is Here to Help
The Veterans Service Commission
was established to assist honorably
discharged veterans, their spouses
and minor children. We prepare
claims for the Federal Department
of Veterans Affairs so that veterans
and their eligible dependents can
receive compensation, pension and
education benefits. We also assist our
clients who have met with unexpected
hardships by providing financial
assistance to help with mortgage,
rent, food, utilities and other expenses
of daily life. We prepare veterans for
employment and provide resources
that enhance their qualifications for
new careers. Our social work staff can
provide a case managed environment
for those clients who need more direct
intervention.
While the Veterans Service Commission
is not funded by, or associated with
the Federal Department of Veterans
Affairs, our Service Department
assists veterans and their families
with VA claims.
The Veterans Service Commission
does not take applications over
the phone and will never call you
to solicit any personal information
such as Social Security number, VA
claim number, or date of birth. Do not
give any of your personal information
to anyone who calls you claiming to
represent any agency.
The Veterans Service Commission is
legislated by the State of Ohio and
funded by Cuyahoga County property
taxes.
To learn more please visit www.vsc.
cuyahogacounty.us, call (216) 6982600 / 1-866-915-8387, or email
vscmail@cuyahogacounty.us.

Ladies (continued)

Stacey Lehmann, Ladies Auxiliary 2nd Vice President- The annual Kids Halloween party will be Sunday October
27th from 12-3pm. The party will be held outside in the Post Pavilion. (weather permitting)
Starting on Monday September 23rd there will be a sign up sheet behind the bar in the canteen until closing time
on Monday October 21st.
Nancy Dout Ladies Auxiliary Membership Chairman- The 2015 membership drive is up and running. We’re at
13.838% of goal and on our way to reaching our goal of 383 members. Notices were just mailed out from National
as of the writing of this notice. But you do not need your notice to renew--You can drop off your dues at the Post,
attention Nancy Doutt, or mail it to 408 Beech St., Berea, OH 44017, and I will process your membership. Renew
by November 11th, and get the early bird sticker! Our dues remain at $25 again for seniors, and $5 for Juniors.
Juniors do not receive renewal notices, so please pay their dues when you pay your senior dues. If you know of a
friend who is not receiving the newsletter, please have them provide us with their e-mail address so it can be sent
electronically.
Nancy Doutt, Ladies Auxiliary Community Service Chairman- We raised over $700 for Berea Animal Rescue
Fund from our annual pajama walk. Thank you!!
Unfortunately, the baby shower for Cleveland Pregnancy Center was Postponed until spring. Please watch for
details on the new date. We are still collecting spare change in the baby bottles, though, that are located in the
Canteen. Please fill one and return it to the Post to Nancy’s attention by Sunday, October 5th.
As of the writing of this newsletter, dates were not yet available for our fall activities, but please watch for details
for the city-wide leaf-raking project and the Aristocrat children’s parties.
The Giving Tree will be going up right after Thanksgiving in the Canteen. Please help support local children and
families in need.
Nancy Doutt, Ladies Auxiliary Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation ChairmanSweats for Vets. During the month of October, we will be collecting sweat pants and shirts in sizes M through 2X
for the hospitalized Veterans. Please leave your donation in the collection box in the Canteen.
Wade Park VA Hospital Ward Visit. The Auxiliary will be going to WPVA on Monday, November 3rd, to visit with the
Veterans on the wards. We will be taking ditty bags filled with comfort items, fruit and snack bags, afghans and
lap quilts, and military memorabilia. All are welcome! If you’d like to go, call Nancy at (440) 552-4713.
Lady Veterans Lunch. We will be honoring our Lady Veterans on Sunday, November 9th. Contact Nancy if you’d
like to attend.

Convention Award Update
Special kudos go out to Mary Papandreas of Strongsville High School, who won
at State of Ohio level “class V” (Juniors & Seniors) for her Americanism essay. At
the National Convention, it was announced that Mary was also the winner for
the Central Division, which consists of 9 states. Mary and her family attended
our September meeting and read her essay for the members, titled, “How can I
show my pride as an American?” and she was presented with a certificate, note
of thanks, and a token of our appreciation.
Also at the National Convention, Unit 91 received a special certificate for our
overall Community Service project. Thank you!!
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World War I (continued)
Archduke Franz Ferdinand and his wife became the first casualties of a war that claimed the lives of an estimated
18 million people. The Battle of the Somme, fought between July 1 and November 18, 1916, caused about 1.6
million casualties to soldiers on both sides. The Battle of Verdun, fought from February to December 1916, caused
more than 700,000 casualties.
The United States declared war on Germany and its allies in April 1917. A total of 117,465 Americans died in the war,
with another 204,002 wounded.
The war led to the downfall of the German Empire, the Austria-Hungary Empire, the Russian Empire and the
Ottoman Empire. The seeds of the current troubles in the Middle East were sown during World War I.
The Soviet Union and Nazi Germany rose from the ashes of the Great War, and the experience scarred all nations
involved and set the tone for the future.
Here are some facts about World War I:
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•

World War I began on July 28, 1914 and lasted until November 11, 1918. Differences in foreign
policies were to blame, although the immediate cause was the assassination of Austria’s Archduke
Ferdinand.

•

The two main sides were the Allies, which included France, Great Britain and Russia; and Germany
and Austria-Hungary. In total, 30 countries were involved in the conflict. Italy, once part of the
Triple Alliance with Germany and Austria-Hungary, fought on the side of the Allies.

•

King George V (Great Britain), Kaiser Wilhelm II (Germany) and Tsar Nicholas II (Russia) were
cousins, and grandchildren of Queen Victoria.

•

Soldiers fought largely in trenches during the war, and thousands suffered from stress, known as
shell-shock. The British and French trenches were often squalid, whereas the German trenches
were almost luxurious in comparison, with bunks and decent cooking facilities

•

By the end of WW I, over 9 million soldiers had been killed, and another 21 million wounded. Over
a million soldiers were killed in the infamous Battle of the Somme alone, including about 30,000 in
just one day.

•

Around 11 percent of the population of France was killed or wounded during the war. About 116,000
Americans were killed, even though the U.S. was only in the war for about 7 months.

•

During World War I, dogs were used to carry messages in capsules attached to their body. Dogs
also carried and placed telegraph wires in important areas.

•

Pigeons were also used during the war. About 500,000 pigeons were regularly dropped into enemy
lines by parachute, and then sent back with messages.

•

On Christmas Eve, 1914, both sides declared an unofficial truce and sung Christmas carols to each
other. A football match was played in no-man’s land (the area between the German and British)
trenches, and German and British soldiers exchanged food and souvenirs. The following Christmas,
sentries on both sides had orders to shoot any soldier who did this.

•

Cannons and artillery were often extremely loud. In 1917, the explosives used to destroy a bridge
in France could be heard over 130 miles away in London.

•

Many new weapons were invented or first used during World War I. Big Bertha was one of the most
famous; it was a 48 ton gun capable of firing a shell over 9 miles. It took 200 men several hours to
assemble the gun.

•

Tanks were so called because of early attempts to disguise them as water tanks. They were also
known as male and female tanks; male tanks had cannons and female tanks had machine guns.
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KITCHEN
OPEN SUNDAY
1-4PM DURING
BROWNS
GAMES

26 Breakfast
10AM-1PM

A.L.R.
Meeting Noon

19

27

20

28

21

14

13

12 Breakfast
10am-12:30pm

7:30PM Meeting

7

6

MONDAY
TUESDAY
KITCHEN OPEN TUE & WED 6-8PM
TUESDAY $6 SHRIMP DINNER
WEDNESDAY $8 STRIP STEAK
MONDAY EVENING 6-9PM
FRIDAY EVENING 6-8PM

5

SUNDAY

29

22

15

31

24

17

10

3

FRIDAY

CLAM BAKE SATURDAY
OCT 25th SERVING 5PM-7PM
$25/STEAK/BAKE
$22/CHICKEN/BAKE
$15.50/CHICKEN ONLY
$6.50/Xdoz CLAMS

30

7PM Executive
Board Meeting

23

16

7PM Meeting

THURSDAY

7:30PM Meeting

2

9

WEDNESDAY

8

1

SATURDAY

SOUP BAR

MONDAYS 11A3P

25 Post Clam
Bake

18

11

4

30

23 Breakfast
10am-12:30pm

Post 91
Legion Riders
Meeting Noon

16

7:30PM
Executive Board
Meeting

24

17

25

18

11

10

9 Breakfast
10AM-12:30PM

7PM Meeting

4

3

MONDAY
TUESDAY
KITCHEN OPEN TUE & WED 6-8PM
TUESDAY $5 SHRIMP DINNER
WEDNESDAY $8 STRIP STEAK
MONDAY EVENING 6-9PM
FRIDAY EVENING 6-8PM

2

SUNDAY

7PM Executive
Board Meeting

26

27

28

21

7PM Meeting

7:30PM Meeting

20

14

13

12

19

7

6

5

THURSDAY
KITCHEN OPEN
MONDAYS 11A-3P
SUNDAY 1-4PM
DURING
BROWNS
GAMES

WEDNESDAY
SOUP BAR

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

29 OSU vs
Michigan

22

15

8
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From The Editor
These editorials are the opinion of the Editor and do not reflect the opinions of the members of Post 91.

Ron Fazekas, Editor- Well you know, or maybe you don’t, that I am the guy who sets up the slideshow in
the canteen announcing events and keeping the membership informed on Officers and other happenings
at the Post. I have always had fun doing this assignment. I always said when doing something at the club
is no longer fun then I probably won’t do it anymore. During football season I like to have some fun with
the rivalry teams from this area and I had a slide which had some derogatory remarks about those teams
on them. Well the same slide was up last year and there were no complaints, however this year a couple
of members took offense to it and demanded that it be removed. I asked them to come to a meeting
and discuss it but they never show up at meetings anyway and of course never showed up at the next
meeting. They complained enough where it was removed without my knowledge.
To me this was just having a little rivalry fun and these certain individuals were being petty enough to
keep complaining until it was removed. I was going to quit maintaining the presentation; however I will
continue maintaining it. If the complaining individuals are so good at reading the slideshow, there is a
slide that says if you have a problem bring it to a meeting. Don’t badger the bartender with it they have
enough to do.
GO BROWNS and GO BUCKS!!!!!
Nobody can do everything, but everyone can do something.

VA Updates Disability Claims Application
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) today announced that it is introducing a uniformed disability claims
form to better serve Veterans, families and survivors. Standardizing the process by which Veterans file claims and
initiate appeals will make it easier for Veterans and their survivors to clearly state what benefits they are seeking
from VA and provide information that is necessary to process their claims and appeals. The new forms eliminate
applicant guesswork, which often leads to delays in decisions and ultimately delays in receiving benefits. The new
regulations go into effect in late March 2015.
In the past, a Veteran or survivor did not have to use a certain form to seek compensation or other benefits from
VA. Claims or appeals (Notice of Disagreement) could be submitted on any piece of paper which caused delays
due to missing information.
By using standard forms for all disability claims, VA can more quickly and accurately identify what the Veteran
is claiming or appealing. This will allow VA to immediately move on to next steps in the evidence-gathering and
decision-making process, which saves administrative processing time and speeds the delivery of earned benefits.
The existing process is also inconsistent with most, if not all, other government and non-government application
processes, such as applying for social security, applying for a driver’s license, applying for a job or filing for an
income tax refund.
The updated process also includes standardizing the traditional informal claims process by employing a
new “Intent to File a Claim” process which affords the Veteran or survivor one year to compile the necessary
documentation or evidence to support the claim while preserving an effective date of claim.
More information about VA Forms 21-526EZ, 21-527EZ, 21-534EZ or VA Form 21-0958, Notice of Disagreement,
may be found at www.ebenefits.va.gov or www.va.gov/vaforms/.
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Bulletin Board
Events
October
12.......... ALR Breakfast Starts
19.......... S.A.L. Tailgate Party
25.......... Clam Bake
26.......... Kids Halloween Party
November
8............ Reverse Raffle
9............ Ladies Veteran Lunch
11........... Veterans Day Lunch
27.......... Thanksgiving Day

New Membership

Sick Call

The American Legion
Dennis Knopf, A. John Konkoli,
Don Folino, Daniel Floyd Cox, Russ
Johnson, John Derwis, John Fenzel,
Frank Alaimo, David Nesky, Edward
Shrokey, George Jubach, William
Dobransky, Roman Malysz, Bryan
Carr, Jenna Watts, James Eckerfield,
Robert Puchmajer
American Legion Auxilary
Edie Grubbs, Bonnie Hagan, Jacky
Hercules, Valerie Kelley, Gay
Puchmajer, Delreese Stanaszek,
Laura Strick

Lisa Engleman, Jeff Tyrone, Gene
Halter

Taps

Frank Penko

Membership & Info

Please call 440-234-0091 or visit our
website: www.postbythelake.org.

Hall Rentals

Please contact Sue Milter- Monday
though Saturday 9:00am to 5:00pm
@440-234-0091 or 440-623-6494.

Sons of the American Legion
None to report
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