April/May 2015

Commander Corner

Fellow Legionnaires & Members of Post 91,

Thank Goodness that Spring is finally here and that horrendous winter is finally over. I recently received word
that our Memorial Paver Bricks are ready for pick up so I will be making arrangements to get them. Now that
the weather is breaking we will be able to get them installed prior to Memorial Day for all to enjoy. As always
they remain on sale in the Canteen.
I want to Thank everyone that assisted and attended the Post 91 Casino Night. Even with a less than stellar
attendance, we still managed to take in a net profit of $1,550 which was split between the four Units. I must
give a big Thank You to the ALR who donated their share back to the Post. Again, Thank You to everyone.
The Calendar for the coming months: April includes the last Fish Fry, the Tribe Opener, and the Children’s
Easter Bunny Luncheon, The Canteen is Closed Easter Sunday April 5th, and the last ALR breakfast will be
April 12th. For May, the Ladies Auxiliary Flower Sale is the 8th-10th, Mother’s Day Breakfast is also May 10th,
and the Woodvale Cemetery grave decorating is May 23rd, with Memorial Day services on May 25th.
Our Post 91 Election of Officers is Thursday May 14th at 7pm, I would like to urge ALL Legionnaire Members to
attend and Vote for YOUR Post Officers. Also I would like to encourage people to consider running for Office.
Your Post needs YOU to get involved.
Another point I want to bring to light that many members may not be aware of, is that all three of our Post
91 Main Organizations, the Blue Caps, the Ladies Auxiliary, and the S.A.L., have Memorial Services that can
be conducted for their members upon their passing. So many members and their families are unaware these
memorial services are available for their loved ones. Please check with your unit and let your family members
know of your wishes. Also don’t forget about the use of the hall for a gathering.
On a lighter note, a HUGE Thank You once again to Don “Flash” Vaji who never ceases to amaze me with his
exuberance and timeless energy towards our Gifts for The Yanks Program. I believe he crushed another
record this year. Thank You Don, and everyone, for all of your donations.
It’s been a pleasure to serve this Post as your Commander this past year.
Go Tribe!!!!
God Bless Our Troops and Always Remember to Thank a Veteran.

For God and Country,

Jeff Myers

Post By The Lake Newsletter

Contents
Commander....................................... 1

Jeff Myers g Commander
Ron Fazekas g Editor
Jim Masie g Designer

1

Featured Story................................... 2
The American Legion....................... 3
American Legion Auxiliary.............4,6

Albert E. Baesel g American Legion Post 91

Sons of the American Legion.......... 5

91 American Legion Parkway g Berea, OH 44017

From The Editor................................. 8

440-234-0091 g post91@wowway.biz

Bulletin Board.................................... 9

www.postbythelake.org

How the National Cemeteries Began
In the summer of 1862, George F. Root was putting the finishing touches on the words and music of the
“Battle Cry of Freedom” that would be adopted as a national anthem (in different versions) by both the
Union and the Confederacy. It was the second summer of a terrible war that few had believed would last
more than several months. Thousands had already died at places like Wilson’s Creek, Bull Run, Shiloh,
and Fort Donelson.
On July 17 of that year, Congress enacted legislation that authorized the President to purchase “cemetery
grounds” to be used as national cemeteries “for soldiers who shall have died in the service of the
country.” Fourteen cemeteries were established that first year, including one in the sleepy Maryland
town of Sharpsburg where 4,476 Union soldiers were laid to rest after the one day of terrible slaughter
that was the Battle of Antietam. (By way of comparison, approximately 3,000 Americans, British and
Canadians died on June 6, 1944, in the invasion of Normandy).
By 1870, the remains of nearly 300,000 Union dead had been buried in 73 national cemeteries. Most of
the cemeteries were located in the southeast, near the battlefields and campgrounds of the Civil War.
After the war, Army crews scoured the countryside to locate the remains of soldiers who had died in
battle. They were buried with honor in the new national cemeteries, which were enclosed by brick walls
and entered by means of ornate gates. Tragically, however, the identities of nearly half of those who died
in service to the Union and are buried in national cemeteries are unknown.
The National Cemetery Administration has evolved slowly since the initial period of great challenge
associated with the Civil War. All honorably discharged veterans became eligible for burial in 1873.
Cemeteries associated with military posts on the western frontier, such as Fort McPherson, Nebraska,
were added to the system in the late 19th century.
In the 1930s, new national cemeteries were established to serve veterans living in major metropolitan
areas such as New York, Baltimore, Minneapolis, San Diego, San Francisco, and San Antonio. Several,
closely associated with battlefields such as Gettysburg, were transferred to the National Park Service
because of their value in interpreting the historical significance of the battles. In 1973, Public Law 93-43
authorized the transfer of 82 national cemeteries from the Department of the Army to the Veterans
Administration, now the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA). Joining with 21 VA veterans cemeteries
located at hospitals and nursing homes, the National Cemetery System comprised 103 cemeteries after
the transfer.
On November 11, 1998, the President signed the Veterans Programs Enhancement Act of 1998 changing
the name of the National Cemetery System (NCS) to the National Cemetery Administration (NCA).
Today, there are 147 national cemeteries in all. VA, through its National Cemetery Administration,
administers 131 of them. Two national Cemeteries—Arlington and Soldiers Home—are still administered
by the Army. Fourteen national cemeteries are maintained by the Department of the Interior.
More than 3.8 million Americans, including veterans of every war and conflict—from the Revolutionary
War to the Gulf War—are honored by burial in VA’s national cemeteries. More than 20,000 acres of land
from Hawaii to Maine, and from Alaska to Puerto Rico are devoted to the memorialization of those who
served this nation. More than 300 recipients of the Medal of Honor are buried in VA’s national cemeteries.
Continued on page 7
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The American Legion
Brian T. Riddle, 1st Vice Commander- Well we are down to the wire on membership in Post 91.Our AllTime high number is 656 members. Our quota is 651.We have 638 paid blue caps on the roles as of the
date of this newsletter,
You see where we are going with this? We need unpaid members of Post 91 to renew their dues and we
need them to do so by the 30th of June 2015 so we can get all-time high again and make our quota. The
all-time high number has been exceeded for 18 straight years except for this year so far, so please help
our Post reach our quota and all-time high goal. Thanks to everyone who got their membership dues in
early. I am at the Post blue cap meeting/ Executive board meetings on Thursdays, and Mondays, I am
here for the drawing, so getting your membership card won’t be a problem.
Don’t forget membership meetings are the second Thursday of each month at 7:00PM, and you are also
welcome to attend the Executive Board meeting held the fourth Thursday of each month at 7:00PM. You
can be part of the decision making process, if you attend these meetings and have an idea that promotes
activities and/or membership at Post 91. See you there!
Thanks for belonging to POST 91, and your continued support.
Don “Flash” Vaji, Gifts for the Yanks Chairman- Hi folks. Another year will be over for the Gifts For The
Yanks program. I won’t know the total collected until the end of March. As of now we are $ 20,000.00.
Looking good.
May 14th is election of officers, Executive Officers, and delegates. If interested come to the meeting, we
need you. Mark your4 calendar there will be a Post party on June 13th on the pavilion. more info later.
There will be a meeting for the casino bus trip on wed. April 22nd at 6:00 PM for luggage tags and
itinerary.
TO ALL MOMS HAPPY MOTHERS DAY.

Rest in Peace Bear
On February 21st Post 91 lost one of our very active
members of this Post. Dave “Bear” Hof was a S.A.L. member
of Post 91 for 33 years and was one of the members that
kept this Post alive and the building intact during the lean
years of the 80s. Bear was the membership and finance
chairman of the S.A.L. unit and they even have a scholarship
named after him. He will be greatly missed.

3

www.postbythelake.org

American Legion Auxiliary
Donella Kline, Ladies Auxiliary President- Is that a thunderstorm I hear in the background? No, it is a
snow blower! March came in like a lion and I think it is going out like a lion!
April 15th has more than the tax day deadline this year. All of the annual reports are due either to the
District chairperson, or to Department. With that in mind, please forward any (and I mean any) activities
you have been involved with this year – singing, baking, shoveling, shopping, flag placing, volunteering
or just being kind to others – there is a place for every activity in the annual reports.
Now down to business, the months of April and May bring lunch with the Easter bunny, the Garage Sale,
the Flower Sale, Mother’s Day, and Memorial Day.
Please remember to mark your calendar for the flower sale beginning the Thursday, May 7th through
Monday, May 11th. Your support with this fundraiser is greatly appreciated.
April 13th and May 11th are the dates for the next two regular Auxiliary meetings, please come and join us.
For God and Country.
Vicki Chainey, Ladies Auxiliary 1st Vice President- Let’s get ready to SPRING into action with many
events ready to happen. We hope that everyone had a wonderful Easter. The Easter Bunny Luncheon
went off without our Bunny getting injured during the egg hunt, thank goodness.
Thank you to the Auxiliary Ladies that volunteered their help on casino night, great job ladies.
Up & Coming Events:
April
12th		

Last ALR Breakfast, in Post canteen

27, 28, 29th
			

Garage Sale Drop-off, during Post hours, drop-off item in Post hall. We could use help 		
with pricing and putting items out on tables from 10 am until we are done.

30th		

Garage Sale Day 9 am - 5 pm, all proceeds to Scholarship Fund.

May
2nd		
			

Last Day of Garage Sale 9 am - 2 pm, we could use some help with packing everything 		
up, if you could help show up around 2 pm.

7th-10th
			
			

Mother’s Day Flower Sale, Thursday, Friday & Saturday 10 am - 6 pm. Sunday10 am 3 pm. We have hanging baskets, patio pots, flats of flowers & vegetables 				
that can be mix, and many more items.

10th		

Mother’s Day Breakfast, 10 am - 2 pm

25th		
			

Memorial Day Breakfast 7 am - 9 am, Parade & Ceremony in town. Be sure to make a 		
donation in the Poppy cans in the canteen and around town.

Remember to keep all our Veteran’s in your prayers and thoughts.
God Bless!!!
Continued on page 6
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Sons of the American Legion
Chuck O’Malley, Commander- We sorrowful report the
passing of our long time, beloved Treasurer and Membership
Chairman David “Bear” Hof. Bear was instrumental in the
reviving and continuing the success of our Squadron. Our
thanks to all who attended his Memorial service. We also the
exceptional job the Post 91 Color Guard did at the Service.
Marty, his wife, appreciates the all of the outpouring of
support to his family.
Bears Scholarship applications are available in the canteen
once again. The Bear Hof Annual Scholarship committee will
be looking for eligible students, bound for Post secondary
education. The scholarship named for our long time Squadron
and District Treasurer Dave “Bear” Hof will be awarded in the
May.
By this time we will have had a successful Reverse Raffle! We
hope you all had a great time and feel good that the proceeds
are going to such deserving, local groups.
We will holding our annual elections at the April 8th meeting.
Nominations from the floor will be accepted. Please attend and
let your voice be heard.
To receive updates of these and all SAL events; Join our Facebook
Page: Sons of the American Legion-Squadron 91-Berea, Ohio.
We also hope that you have a very safe and warm spring
season.

Charity Report
Post 91 has made the following charitable contributions for the
months of February March 2015
Berea Arts Fest............................................................. $100
13th District Ladies Auxiliary...................................... $100
City of Berea (farm)...................................................... $150
Berea Kiwanis................................................................ $175
Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds................................... $100
Cpl Brad Squires Memorial Fund............................... $100
Woodland Cemetery.................................................... $50
Buckeye Boys State...................................................... $600
Girl Scout Troop 70607................................................ $48
Special Olympics........................................................... $100
West Dennison Baseball League................................ $200
BBA................................................................................. $250
Total...........................................................................$1,973
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Can Social Networking
Sites Get You a Job?
Before your start using your online
social networks to find a job you
have to clean up your online
persona. Follow these three tips
to make sure your profiles don’t
scare off potential employers:
Google Yourself: Use the popular
search engine to look up your
name. You may want to try a
few other search engines too,
like Yahoo! and AltaVista. Does
anything potentially damaging
turn up? If so, consider contacting
any sites where you found the
information and ask to have it
removed.
Assess Your Social Networking
Site Profiles: Have you posted
stories or photographs on sites
like Facebook and MySpace that
could turn off a prospective
employer? Have friends posted any
potentially damaging information
that could somehow be associated
with you? Are you a member of any
Facebook groups whose names
and activities could be deemed
suspect? When in doubt, take it
out.
Do a Content Inventory of Your
Personal Web Site or Blog: Have
you written about -- thus sharing
with the world -- any topics or
experiences that might give a
prospective or current employer
pause?
Your online network is an important
tool in your job-search arsenal.
Don’t let a bad online profile keep
you from getting a job. Military.
com’s Veterans Career Network
can help connect you to other
transitioning servicemembers and
veterans who can help you find
a job or give you job searching
advice.

Ladies (continued)
Nancy Dout Ladies Auxiliary Membership Chairman- I’d personally like to take a moment to say how
much I will personally miss my fellow
S.A.L. Membership and Finance Officer, Dave “Bear” Hof.
great mentor to many. May he rest in peace.

Bear was a wealth of knowledge and was a

As of the writing of this newsletter, the Auxiliary is at 96.866% of goal. We need 12 more senior or
juniors members to reach our goal of 383. Of our 371 members, 338 were renewals along with 33 new
members. That’s only 88.25% retention, with 49 members not renewing. Besides the notices from
National, I have sent reminders to them inviting them to renew and have called many. If you know of
someone who has not yet renewed, please encourage them to do so before the end of May, when the
2015 membership drive closes. Thank you for all of our members who have renewed and remained in
good standing. Looking ahead, we are going to keep our membership dues at $25.00 for 2016, even
though National raised their dues this year. Our Unit helps a lot of people when you pay your dues.
Thank you for all of our members who have renewed and remained in good standing.
Nancy Doutt, Ladies Auxiliary Americanism Chairman- Donella and I had the opportunity to volunteer
at the 13th District American Legion Oratorical Contest at Post 572 on Sunday, March 15. There were
three contestants from Strongsville, Brecksville-Broadview Hts. and St. Ed’s high schools. We are happy
to report that our neighboring city of Strongsville can boast that their senior, Abhishek Bhatt, won at the
District level and advanced to the Department level, where he competed March 22, at Ohio Dominican
College in Columbus. Our Unit had the privilege of being able to sponsor Shek for his trip to Columbus.
We’re even happier to report that Shek beat out 8 other District winners and will now be competing on
the National level in Indianapolis the weekend of April 10-12. Congratulations, Shek, and good luck at
National!!
Nancy Doutt, Ladies Auxiliary Community Service Chairman- Collection of shoes, peanut butter and
sock: As the collection of shoes winds down in the first week of April, we will continue for a bit longer
with the collection of peanut butter and socks for the homeless. Please place your donations in the box
in the Canteen.
Garage Sale & Scholarship: The deadline to apply for the Auxiliary scholarship is April 15. The better we
do at our garage sale, the more scholarships we give out, so please share some of your treasures you
no longer need, and it will go to a very good cause. The garage sale is Thursday, April 30 and Saturday,
May 2. Donations can be dropped off Monday through Wednesday, between 10 a.m. and 9 p.m., in the
Post hall. Just a reminder, the Auxiliary scholarship is open to any member or relative of a member of
Post 91 who is seeking continuing education beyond high school. Applications are available at the Post.
Keller Williams Red Day: On Thursday, May 14, Keller Williams will be holding their Red Day, which is a
day of volunteerism for KW employees and their family and friends. On Red Day they help with exterior
chores such as yard and gutter clean-up, painting, flower beds and landscaping. They’ve even built
wheelchair ramps and cut down trees. They’ve been doing it for a handful of years and the number of
volunteers and donations grow every year, so they are able to help more and more. For the past couple
of years, they’ve been targeting Veterans, especially those from WW II and the Korean War. If you would
like to help out on that day, please contact me at (440) 552-4713.
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Feature (continued)

In January 2010, VA opened its 131st cemetery—Washington
Crossing National Cemetery, Newtown, Pa. 17 new millenniumera national cemeteries were constructed between 1997 and 2010.
This marks the fifth significant period of growth and development
for America’s national cemeteries and marks the largest expansion
period for the system, in total acreage, since the Civil War era.
Since 1862, more than 3.8 million burials have taken place in
national cemeteries that are now overseen by NCA. The existing
131 national cemeteries, 33 soldiers’ and government lots, and
Confederate lots contain more that 20,000 acres. Approximately
100,000 burials or 2% of the graves in NCA national cemeteries are
categorized as unknowns - most are from the Civil War.

University of Akron Post 808
has found a way to include
all members in post meetings,
regardless of their conflicting
schedules or far-away locations.

In addition to providing a gravesite and a graveliner, VA opens and
closes the grave, provides a headstone or marker, a Presidential
Memorial Certificate, a U.S. Flag, and perpetually cares for the
grave at no cost to the veteran’s family.

The post, based on the
University of Akron campus in
Akron, Ohio, uses WebEx - a
“slick” online meeting program
- to host all-inclusive post
meetings, welcoming members
who attend physically and
members who “dial in” to the
meetings through their laptop
computers.

Today, more than 24 million veterans and Reservists and National
Guard members with 20 years qualifying service (who are entitled
to retired pay or would be entitled, if at least 60 years of age), have
earned the honor of burial in a national cemetery. Veterans with
discharges other than dishonorable, their spouses and dependent
children may be eligible for burial in a VA national cemetery. Those
who die on active duty may also be buried in a national cemetery.

The “virtual meeting” is ideal
for the post’s membership
base, which includes student
veterans, alumni and faculty
- all of whom juggle class,
work and other extracurricular
obligations.

The closest National Cemetery to us is the Ohio Western Reserve
National Cemetery located in Rittman Ohio, which opened in 2000.
Ohio Western Reserve National Cemetery is the second national
cemetery built in Ohio and the 119th in the national cemetery
system.

“It is very slick,” said Jay Musson,
Post 808 adjutant. “We can talk
to anybody we want to. It is just
an enhanced teleconference.”

Currently, there are more than one million veterans living in
the State of Ohio and approximately 540,000 residing in the
cemetery’s service area. The first phase of construction, covering
65 acres of the 274-acre cemetery, included 15,900 gravesites,
2,000 columbaria niches and 1,000 in-ground garden niches for
cremated remains. At full capacity, Ohio Western Reserve can
provide burial space for 106,000 eligible veterans and dependents,
well into the next century.
Ohio Western Reserve National Cemetery lies approximately
45 miles south of Cleveland in Medina County near the town of
Rittman. The cemetery’s name refers to the part of the Northwest
Territory formerly known as the Connecticut Western Reserve,
a tract of land in Northeast Ohio reserved by the State of
Connecticut when it ceded its claims for western lands to the U.S.
government in 1786.
Ohio Western Reserve National Cemetery features a pathway that
is lined with memorials that honor America’s veterans, which have
been donated by various organizations, most commemorating
events and troops of 20th century wars.
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Meeting Through a
Modern Medium
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Post 808’s monthly meetings
at the Musson Veterans Lounge
located within the school’s
football stadium. The lounge
is fitted with a webcam and
microphones, and the WebEx
software is installed on a
computer in the room. A post
member using that computer
acts as the “operator” of the
meeting, switching camera
shots as different Legionnaires
speak and including members
who dial in remotely.
The setup has been a
resounding success, Musson
said, particularly as it allows
alumni members who live in
nearby Cleveland to still be able
to participate in post meetings.
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From The Editor
These editorials are the opinion of the Editor and do not reflect the opinions of the members of Post 91.
Ron Fazekas, Editor- Virtually every mainstream media organization -- condemned a new law in Indiana
that would protect private businesses from government infringement on their religious freedom. What
this means is that the Obama administration wants to do away -- and the media is assisting -- with the
whole notion of free markets, the Constitution, and the freedom of religion clause.
The administration wants the power to mandate everything as much as they can. Rather than provide any
kind of balance, rather than explain the history and the context and the true meaning and detail of the
Indiana law, they predictably began to trash the legislation and Indianans as a bunch of bigots opening
the door to discrimination against gays and lesbians.
The Religious Freedom Restoration Act of 1993, which the Supreme Court upheld last year in the Hobby
Lobby case is the law of the land. The Religious Freedom Restoration Act of 1993 was introduced by
Chuck Schumer (D-New York) on March 11, 1993; it was passed by a unanimous House of Representatives
and a near unanimous Senate.
There were only three dissenting votes, and it was eagerly signed into law by Bill Clinton, a law that is
practically identical to what happened in Indiana.
It’s like what happened to Arizona. Arizona passes some immigration law that pretty much paralleled,
federal immigration law. The reason Arizona did it was that the federal government was not enforcing its law.
There was no effort being made to curb illegal immigration in Arizona, so Arizona passed a law that held
the identical circumstances in it that federal law does. And the administration sued the state of Arizona!
But there was nothing in the Arizona law that had not already passed the United States Congress and
been signed into law by numerous American presidents. And it’s the same thing here. The Indiana law
isn’t anything new, and the Supreme Court has affirmed in the Hobby Lobby case.
When the Supreme Court upheld Hobby Lobby, they upheld the Religious Freedom Restoration Act of
1993. There’s literally nothing new that’s happened here in Indiana that hasn’t already been upheld at the
Supreme Court and passed US Congress and been signed into law, by then President Bill Clinton
It’s supposedly discrimination against gays and lesbians and bisexuals and transgenders, and that’s not
what it is. It’s a law that says the freedom of religion clause in the First Amendment has been affirmed
This law was put into place because a bunch of Native Americans wanted an exemption from federal laws
against marijuana and similar things like peyote ‘cause it was part of their religion.
Peyote was required, they said, for certain religious ceremonies. They got an exemption. Peyote
was claimed legal because it was said that we could not infringe on the religious freedoms of Native
AmericansNow a law passed to affirm the religious freedom of the people of Indiana has been restated,
and the media is telling you that the governor of Indiana, Mike Pence and the people of Indiana have
decided that they don’t like gays and they don’t want gays anywhere in the state and they don’t want gays
doing business there. That’s not what the law is. But that’s how it’s being construed, that’s how it’s being
portrayed. On one side we’ve got the facts, the history, the context, and it doesn’t matter.
This editorial was written with a little help from my friends.
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Bulletin Board
Events
April
10.......... Indians Home Opener
12.......... Last ALR Breakfast
30.......... Garage Sale
May
1-2......... Garage Sale
8-10....... Flower Sale
10.......... Mother’s Day Breakfast
23.......... Woodvale Decorating
25.......... Memorial Day Services

New Membership

Sick Call

The American Legion
Charles Thompson, Donald Daniel,
Richard Mekic, James A. Phillips,
Roger Masella, Michael Harhalos,
Jerry Lanham, James Christopher,
Kenneth Nodge

Taps

American Legion Auxilary
Cathy Costello, Maureen Deyarmin,
Meghan Laubert, Gloria Mekic, Susan
Ostrosky
Sons of the American Legion
None to report

Jeff Myers, Paul Varga, Skip Hand,
Suzanne Bassani, Andrea Meznarich
Dave ‘Bear’ Hof, Roy C. Miller, Cathy
Jeffers

Membership & Info

Please call 440-234-0091 or visit our
website: www.postbythelake.org.

Hall Rentals

Please contact Renee Gillespie,
Monday though Saturday 9:00am to
5:00pm @440-234-0091 or 440-2837363.
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