June/July 2015

Commander Corner

Fellow Legionnaires & Members of Post 91,

I would like to first “Thank You” for once again electing me as your Commander for the coming year. And
once again for all of your support this past year.
For those of you that haven’t noticed the Memorial Bricks that were ordered have been installed. New
orders are now being taken for $40 @ and as soon as we have 20 orders, we will place them, and get
them installed. So if you want to memorialize a loved one, friend or family member, or finally purchase
one for yourself, please do so.
As the Post Cranks up for the Summer months we hit two events right off the bat with Pizza/Wine Party
on June 13th followed immediately by the Flag Day Ceremony on June 14th at 7pm, if you haven’t been to
one please plan on attending. Once again the Friday Night Burgers are in full swing and Jamie is in need
of volunteers. Don’t forget about the Wing nights, and the July 4th Fireworks!!
As we get into picnic season, please remember that the Pavilion is available on a first come first serve
basis, so take advantage of our great facility and scenic view. Please be courteous to other members
when using the facilities, and leave the Pavilion cleaner than you found it.
This year will be the Second Annual Commanders Cup Charity Softball Game between Post 91 and VFW
Post 3345, and will be held Sunday July 19th at Noon at Hufsey Field on Sylvia Drive in Brook Park. As
always food, beer, and soft drinks will be available, as well as 50/50 raffles. Last years event was a great
time as those that attended can attest, and hopefully this year will be bigger and better. Post 91 is, after
all, the defending Champions!!
I hope everyone has a Safe and Wonderful Summer-God Bless Our Troops!! And Always Remember To
Thank A Veteran !!!

For God and Country,

Jeff Myers

Post By The Lake Newsletter
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Dog Rescued at The Post By The Lake
On February 7th a neighborhood dog by the name of
“Chance” escaped his invisible fence and wandered
out onto frozen Coe Lake behind our Post home. I
guess the fence was invisible if “Chance” got away.
We think he was mesmerized by the aerator out in
the middle of the lake, so he walked out on the ice
and ended up in the ice cold water. A witness called
it into the Berea Fire Department who responded
immediately.
Shift Commander, Captain William Eisenhardt,
Firefighters Tom Emling, Jim Ryba Sr., and Mike
Kubek arrived on site for the rescue. Firefighters
Kubek and Ryba donned the ice rescue suits and
walked out on the ice attached with ropes to the
shore manned by other firefighters. They had to
walk to the middle of the lake, about 75 feet, where
the dog was stuck in the water.

The firefighters retrieved the dog and carried it to the
truck to get dried off and warmed up. Another successful
rescue by the Berea fire department. “Chance” will now
get a second chance and return home to his family.
Every year Post 91 donates to each department, Fire
and Police, $1,000 each. The money is theirs to use
to buy whatever they need for the departments. The
fire department has purchased 3 Mustang Ice Rescue
suits, over the last 3 years, and these suits were used
to rescue the dog. Just wanted to share this story and
show you where some of the monies generated from
your Post is being spent.

Fireworks at
the Post
After Berea’s 4th of July Parade, please
come down to the Post for “Fireworks By
The Lake”; with food, beverage, fun and
the best fireworks in Greater Cleveland.
Fireworks begin around 10pm.

www.postbythelake.org

2

The American Legion
Brian T. Riddle, 1st Vice Commander- Thank you to the membership for reelecting me to 1st Vice
Commander for the 2015/2016 term year,. Thank you.
Congratulations to all the Officers and delegates that were elected for this term. The main duty of the 1st
Vice Commander is taking care of the annual membership drive each year. Post 91 has met the challenge
for the past 17 continuous years of hitting the goal for all-time high in membership. We did it again this
year.
If you have moved or had a change of address please fill out a membership change form so I can submit
it to District.
The 2016 membership drive starts July 1st. I only ask that the members renew as soon as possible.
In closing, take the time to look around the entire Post 91 area. The Post has done a lot of improvements
and the previous board members are to be congratulated on their never ending pursuit to make this
‘Post by the Lake’ one of the best in Ohio. It is usually a handful of members that make the things happen
around the Post, but it is the entire membership that makes American Legion Post 91 the BEST.
Don ‘Flash’ Vaji, 2nd Vice Commander- Hi folks. Well the elections are over and as you see I was elected
2nd Vice Commander.
Thanks to all who voted for me .I’ll do the best job I can do. Don’t forget to support the Post functions
I’m trying to set up a casino bus trip in October more info later.
Thanks again.
Don “Flash” Vaji, Gifts for the Yanks Chairman- Hi folks. Well we did better than I thought we would
for the 2014-15 campaign, we collected.
$23,000.00. Let’s see if we can beat that next year Thanks again to every one of you, you’re still the best
members in the American Legion.

Charity Report
Post 91 has made the following charitable contributions for the months of April - May 2015
Wags 4 Warriors........................................................... $680
Rolling Thunder............................................................ $500
Memorial Day Foundation........................................... $100
Service For Peace.......................................................... $250
Cleveland Chief Petty Officer Assoc.......................... $100
NMSS.............................................................................. $100
VFW Strongsville 3345................................................. $100
Berea Rotary................................................................. $40
Berea-Midpark Post Prom Committee...................... $200
Scholarships.................................................................. $2,000
Total...........................................................................$4,070
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American Legion Auxiliary
Donella Kline, Ladies Auxiliary President- It is hard to believe that I am writing the June/July newsletter
article. June brings many changes – graduation the beginning of a new chapter in life; kids are out of
school for the summer; and of course the election of officers. Congratulations to the newly elected
American Legion, S.A.L. and AL Rider officers – enjoy the next year it will fly. Congratulations to the
Auxiliary officers and newly elected President Sheri Krepelka, I know you will be wonderful leaders for
the Unit.
I would like to thank the officers and E-board members for all of your support – I could not have survived
without you! I would also like to send a “shout out” to all of the Auxiliary members. Each of you makes
Unit 91 very successful at the District and Department levels.
Please continue to support the many activities that will occur during the summer – here are a few
reminders - Flag Day, Father’s Day breakfast, the 13th District Convention, the Department of Ohio
Convention, “pizza and music” in the pavilion, the 4th of July, the pajama walk fundraiser, and the Post
picnic. If you would like more details regarding any of these activities please contact an officer – we have
many wonderful women on our membership roll and we would love to see you at an event!
Thank you to the Blue Caps for another wonderful Mother’s day breakfast.
Thank you to all who helped with the garage sale, and/or the Flower sale. Thank you also to all who
supported these fundraisers. We were successful because of you!!
I wanted to THANK all of the 2014/2015 Officers again. It has been a successful year and I appreciate all
that you do!
The officers for the 2015/2016 year: President – Sharon Krepelka; 1st Vice President – Vicki Chainey; 2nd
Vice President – Stacey Lehmann; Secretary – Lynn Crann; Treasurer/Membership – Nancy Doutt
For God and Country.
Vicki Chainey, Ladies Auxiliary 1st Vice President- What a great ending to the Auxiliary season with
the best ever Garage Sale and an almost sell out for the Flower Sale, a great big thank you to everyone
that helped, donated or purchased at these two events.
Coming-up-Events
June
13th

Pizza Party on the pavilion, tickets on sale at the bar and there will be music for dancing.

14th

Flag Day

21st

Father’s Day Breakfast, serving from 10 am -noon, in canteen

July
4th		

Fireworks by The Lake, with food, drinks, lots of fun and the best ever fireworks in town.

All of the American Legion groups put a lot of hard work and effort in the events that they put on, so
please try to support these groups by attending their events.
God Bless!!

www.postbythelake.org
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Sons of the American Legion
Jim Matej, S.A.L. Commander- I want to thank the members of Squadron 91 for putting their trust in
me, to lead and watch over your organization.
I feel it is a great honor and, I will do my best to lead Squadron 91. I would like to take this time to Thank
Chuck O’Malley for his great years of service, and hard work he has put into the squadron as our past
Commander. Thank you again Chuck!
I would also like to welcome the 2015-16 officers that will help lead your Squadron:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Chuck O’Malley – Treasurer
Charlie O’Malley – 1st Vice
Duane Schaft – 2nd Vice
Doug Bloch – Adjutant
Sean Boddy – Sergeant of Arms
Frank Whalen – Historian
Steve Leopold – Membership

We have many items planned for this year; keep your calendars open.
If you have a question or concern just see one of our officers or drop us a note and we will relay it to the
proper person. Better yet come to our monthly membership meeting on the 2nd Wednesday of every
month @ 7:30pm in the Post Hall.
To receive updates of these and all SAL events; Join our Facebook Page: Sons of the American LegionSquadron 91-Berea, Ohio.
We hope that everyone has a very safe and enjoyable summer.

American Legion Riders
Jerry Haumschild Sr., ALR Director- The American Legion Riders had their Board of Directors elections
this past January. The new officers and appointees are: Director – Jerry Haumschild Sr.; Assistant Director
– Frank Whalen; Treasurer – Margie Leopold; Secretary – Joann Koteles; Membership Representative –
Frank Lorence; Chaplain – Dan Szerszen; Judge Advocate – Michael Schenek Sr; Road Captain – Ron ‘Sarge’
Covrette; Sargent-at-arms – Michael Farrell.
The riding season is upon us once again. Which means that the
ALR Riders’ season of cooking breakfast has ended. It was a
very successful 6 months and we had a nice profit to add to our
treasury. I would like to thank everyone that supported us and
also a very big thank you to all of the Riders that volunteered
their time to get up early and cook some great meals.
At a recent Riders’ meeting, one of our charter members, Russ
Sanderson, was presented with a personalized Riders sweat
shirt and a plaque making him an honorary Lifetime Member
of the ALR. Please see attached picture.
As an early reminder, our annual Pig Roast will be coming up on Saturday, September 19th. Tickets will be
$20.00 per person. The Riders are all having discussions about other possible dances or parties/events.
From all of the Riders, we want to wish everyone a very Happy 4th of July.
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Ladies (continued)
Nancy Dout Ladies Auxiliary Membership Chairman- Death has entered our ranks, again, as our long-time
Auxiliary member Cathy Jeffers passed away at the end of March. Please keep the Jeffers family in your prayers.
As of the writing of this newsletter, the Auxiliary is at 99.216% of goal... we need 3! If you know of any member
who has not yet renewed for 2015, there is still time to do so. In fact, an Auxiliary member can pay up to three
years of back dues to maintain their continuous membership. During the months of June and July, we will not be
processing any new membership applications as we prepare for the 2016 membership drive, which will begin on
August 1. Remember, you do not need to wait for your first dues notice from National in the fall to pay your dues.
You can leave them at the Post to the attention of Nancy Doutt. 2016 senior dues (18 and older) remain at $25,
and Junior dues (under 18) are just $5.00. Thank you.
Nancy Doutt, Ladies Auxiliary Community Service Chairman- Garage Sale & Scholarship: Thank you to
everyone who donated, purchased or volunteered for this year’s garage sale. As a result, the Auxiliary was able
to award six scholarships ranging from $100 to 500 to students from Berea-Midpark, Olmsted Falls, and Revere
High Schools. Ironically, all of our applicants were seniors in high school, and the Auxiliary scholarship is open
to anyone who is a member of or related to a member of Post 91 seeking continuing education. Congratulations
to the following recipients: Kayla Drager, Timothy Fox, Megan Gilroy, John C. Kilgore, Cassidy Squires, and Wesley
Thomason.
Pajama Walk- Watch for information in the next newsletter for the annual pajama walk benefitting Berea Animal
Rescue.
Nancy Doutt, Ladies Auxiliary Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation Chairman- Keller Williams Red Day: On
Thursday, May 14th, Keller Williams Realty held a day of volunteerism nationwide called Red Day, on which outdoor
chores were done for Veterans, such as yard and gutter clean-up, mulching, flower planting,, tree trimming,
painting, etc.. All offices were closed that day so their employees could participate. Locally, Home Depot played a
major role by providing a $25,000 grant for supplies, and many of their employees also participated. There were
other major donors of goods, services, and volunteers from the Strongsville VFW, Incarnate Word Academy, and
many individuals and businesses associated with Keller Williams, such as home inspectors, financial planners,
etc. I had the good fortune of being on a team with teachers, students and parents from IWA. The weather was
perfect, we accomplished a lot, we made a difference in many lives, and everyone slept well that night! In total
locally, there were over 300 volunteers, helping spruce up about 117 Veterans’ yards/houses, including about 16-20
from our Post.
Wade Park Bingo—If you’re interested in helping with bingo at Wade Park VA Hospital in July or August, please call
me at (440) 552-4713.
UH Clinical Research Study for Veterans—On Wednesday, June 17th, Hanson House in Berea, a TBI Clubhouse,
will be hosting a presentation by Orion Biesan of University Hospitals on a clinical research study UH will be
conducting. It will be held at United Methodist Church, 173 Seminary St., Berea, at 10:30 a.m. The clinical study is
free if you meet the following requirements:
•

Be male or female between the ages of 18 and 65.

•

Be a veteran, reservist or active member of the military, or have worked in law enforcement, or have worked
for Homeland Security, the Secret Service or an intelligence agency, or have worked as a military contractor.

•

Have suffered a work-related traumatic event at some time after the year 2000.

•

Have trauma-related lingering effects.

You do not need to register in advance, but if you’d like more information before the presentation, please contact
UH Case Medical Center at (216) 844-3922. For a copy of the informational brochure, please contact Hanson House
at 173 Front Street, or call (440) 234-9900, or Nancy at (440) 552-4713.

www.postbythelake.org
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Riders Joining William Shatner to Raise Awareness about American Legion
To celebrate the creation of Rivet, a never-before-seen vehicle created by William (Bill) Shatner and
American Wrench, a cross-country ride from Chicago to Los Angeles via iconic Route 66 will take place
beginning June 23. Bill will be joined by select members of The American Legion Riders and the team
from American Wrench on this epic journey, designed to test the newly minted Rivet and raise awareness
around The American Legion’s services for veterans and their families.
The entire journey will be filmed for television broadcast at a later date.
You can be a part of this opportunity by designing a Mission for Bill and his fellow riders in your city/
town. Where should he go? What should he do? The Mission for Bill should consist of the people, places
and things you feel are the absolute, must-see experiences unique to your city/town.
The focus should be on the exciting, the unusual and the locally crafted. A Mission for Bill should be
something only a local would know and a tourist would typically never experience.
Bill Shatner will choose his picks from suggested missions and they will be basis of the video footage
collected for the produced television show.
American Legion posts in and around the following towns are urged to suggest a Mission for Bill. While
the cities listed will serve as hubs for his adventures and the media, the ride is also interested in stopping
at American Legion posts anywhere along the route if it provides interesting activities. Mission for Bill
ideas should be in or around the following cities: Chicago, IL; St. Louis, MO; Kansas City, KS; Oklahoma
City, OK; Amarillo, TX; Albuquerque, NM; Flagstaff, AZ; Las Vegas, NV; Hollywood, CA.
See more at: http://www.legion.org/riders/227980/riders-joining-william-shatner-raise-awarenessabout-american-legion#sthash.9DElm1QC.dpuf

James C Masie Memorial Golf Classic
Jimmy Masie, JCM Committee- The James C. Masie Memorial Golf Classic
will be held on Saturday August 8, 2015 at Emerald Woods Golf Courses
located in nearby Columbia Station. The tournament starts at 9am with
a shotgun start. Players golf in foursomes and you do not have to be on
a team to participate. Proceeds benefit The James C. Masie Memorial
Scholarship Fund.
Registration is $80. Keep an eye out at the canteen for sign-up or visit www.postbythelake.org/
jcm. Fee includes 18 holes of golf, cart, lunch, steak dinner, various contests, and goodies. Sign
up deadline is late July.
If you wish to participate, volunteer, or sponsor a hole, please contact Ron Fazekas at 440-4873297, Mel Baher at 216-214-9314 or the Post Canteen at 440-234-0091.
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Post Pavilion Party
Saturday June 13th. Serving
6-9pm
Serving wood fired pizza &
wine. Music by “The
Wallbangers”
$15/person, $20 couple

KITCHEN OPEN TUE & WED
6-8PM
TUESDAY $5 SHRIMP DINNER
WEDNESDAY $8 STRIP STEAK
MONDAY & FRIDAY EVENING
6-9PM
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27

20

13 POST PAVILION
PARTY

6
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Meeting Noon
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7PM Executive
Board Meeting
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7:30PM Meeting
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29
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BEER AND FOOD AVAILABLE

SOFTBALL GAME

POST 91 vs VFW 3345

31
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3
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SUNDAY JULY 19TH NOON
AT HUFSEY FIELD (BROOK PARK)

30

7PM Executive
Board Meeting

23

16

7PM Meeting

7:30PM Meeting
15

9

8

7

2

THURSDAY

6

WEDNESDAY

5

TUESDAY
1

MONDAY

KITCHEN OPEN TUE & WED 6-8PM
TUESDAY $6 SHRIMP DINNER
WEDNESDAY $8 STRIP STEAK
MONDAY EVENING 6-9PM
FRIDAY EVENING 6-8PM

SUNDAY

25

18

11

SATURDAY

From The Editor

Independence Day History

These editorials are the opinion of the Editor and do not
reflect the opinions of the members of Post 91.

During the American Revolution, the legal
separation of the Thirteen Colonies from
Great Britain occurred on July 2, 1776, when
the Second Continental Congress voted
to approve a resolution of independence
that had been proposed in June by Richard
Henry Lee of Virginia declaring the United
States independent from Great Britain. After
voting for independence, Congress turned its
attention to the Declaration of Independence,
a statement explaining this decision, which
had been prepared by a Committee of Five,
with Thomas Jefferson as its principal author.
Congress debated and revised the wording of
the Declaration, finally approving it on July 4.
A day earlier, John Adams had written to his
wife Abigail:

Ron Fazekas, Editor- Some thoughts from the editor.
If you did not make it to the Memorial Day ceremony
you missed a wonderful and moving speech by our
own Post 91 member and U.S. Army veteran, Dennis
Ivcic. Having the ceremony down by the Gazebo
and Coe Lake was a very beautiful setting that I
understand we will be using going forward for our
Memorial Days.
I have been retired for 3 years now and my wife is
retiring this August. I hope we don’t kill each other
with both of us home, but we will try to be civil. I just
became a Grandpa, (Grumpa to my family), this past
January so I need to start weaning my way out of
doing all of my jobs at the club. This year I will have
an assistant Finance Officer which is a first since I’ve
been here. Tom Morgan has volunteered to help me
out with this job.
After 13 years I am looking for someone to take over
the newsletter, as you probably have noticed it has
been late getting published because of all of the time
off I have been taking. The newsletter is bi-monthly
(6 times a year), and you need to keep the officers in
line by making sure their articles are in and edited
that it reads with clarity and intelligence. HAHA only
kidding. Some of the officers meet the deadline and
some don’t so you will need to crack the whip with
them. You also need to have a feature story and
collect any other articles and pictures of interest, the
editorial is optional. You will need working knowledge
of Microsoft Outlook, Word and the Internet. All of
the articles are sent back and forth through e-mail.
I send Jim Masie, Post 91’s graphic artist, who puts
it together in the format that you receive today. It
then needs to be mass e-mailed to our members
who have supplied us with e-mail addresses. It also
is sent to the printer who prints up around 350
printed copies available to Post members without
computer access. I would like to have someone step
up and learn the procedure before the end of 2015.
We have won many awards for our newsletter and it
seems a shame to just drop it. Any and all members
are eligible to do this newsletter, it is not limited to
blue caps only. Please let me know.

“The second day of July, 1776, will be the most
memorable epoch in the history of America. I
am apt to believe that it will be celebrated by
succeeding generations as the great anniversary
festival. It ought to be commemorated as the
day of deliverance, by solemn acts of devotion
to God Almighty. It ought to be solemnized with
pomp and parade, with shows, games, sports,
guns, bells, bonfires, and illuminations, from
one end of this continent to the other, from this
time forward forever more.”
Adams’s prediction was off by two days.
From the outset, Americans celebrated
independence on July 4, the date shown
on the much-publicized Declaration of
Independence, rather than on July 2, the date
the resolution of independence was approved
in a closed session of Congress.
Historians have long disputed whether
Congress actually signed the Declaration of
Independence on July 4, even though Thomas
Jefferson, John Adams, and Benjamin Franklin
all later wrote that they had signed it on that
day. Most historians have concluded that the
Declaration was signed nearly a month after
its adoption, on August 2, 1776, and not on
July 4 as is commonly believed.
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Bulletin Board
Events
June
13.......... Pizza Party @The Post
14.......... Flag Day Ceremony
21.......... Father’s Day Breakfast
July
4............ 4th of July Parade
Fireworks @The Post
19.......... Commanders Cup

New Membership

Sick Call

The American Legion
John Zajaczkowski, Eric Swinderman,
George Riddle, Robert Haake,
Ronal Huggins, Lee Oliver, John
Wallencheck, Steven Gosselin, Jerry
Baron, Paul McCumbers, Carl Erny,
Michael Craft, Howard Samad
American Legion Auxilary
Terri Kauffmsn, Kay Medvick, Terry
Schuerger, Laurie Swiggett, Kylie
Wolfe, Ruth Wolfe
Sons of the American Legion
None to report

Skip Hand, Colleen Penko, Shirley
Novak

Taps

Edward Wohl

Membership & Info

Please call 440-234-0091 or visit our
website: www.postbythelake.org.

Hall Rentals

Please contact Renee Gillespie,
Monday though Saturday 9:00am to
5:00pm @440-234-0091 or 440-2837363.
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