June/July 2012

Commander

Fellow Legionnaires & Members of Post 91,

Greetings to all and yes, we are heading into summer. We had our elections and you’ll have me for another
year. Congratulations to our newly elected officers.
The Post continues to offer great events. These are a few that took place in the past two months. Ladies
Auxiliary’s lasagna dinner, The Post’s poor man’s breakfast, prepared by Anne, Francis, J.P., Jill, Jamie & Cathy,
Mother’s Day breakfast, great job by J.P, Jill, Len, Robin, Deneen, Tim, Mel, C.W., it was a great turn out, and
the Ladies Auxiliary Plant sale. Memorial Day will have come and gone by the time this reaches you. I hope
you had a great first holiday of the summer. June 14th is Flag Day and we will be having a ceremony at the
Post, starting at 7:00 pm. If you have time – stop down and enjoy the ceremony. Just a Reminder, we will be
having our Blue Cap meeting immediately after the Flag Day ceremony. Remember to check the calendars for
upcoming events for the next two months.
If you have time to help, sign up for the Saturday work party. This is the start of the busy season, (Spring
Clean up) and you can enjoy a great breakfast cooked by your Commander. It happens every 2nd Saturday of
the month.
If any member has a concern or comment on issue(s) at the Post, please take the time to talk to me or any
officer.
Please remember if given the chance, thank a Veteran. It makes a difference.

For God and Country,

Tony Mazzeo
Post By The Lake Newsletter
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The First Fourth of July
Today, we celebrate the Fourth of July with fireworks, parades, and barbeques. A national holiday, it marks an important date in U.S.
history: July 4, 1776. On this date, the Declaration of Independence was adopted.
Were there great celebrations on that historic day?
The answer is no. No fireworks went off. No signing ceremony took place.
What did happen on that historic day?
On July 4, 1776, the Second Continental Congress was meeting in Philadelphia. It debated whether to adopt the Declaration of
Independence. The delegates came from the 13 states (no longer colonies). Thomas Jefferson, the author of the declaration, was
there.
Not much else is known. The debate was closed to the public. No one wrote down what was said. Even the delegates’ letters revealed
nothing about it.
The delegates voted to approve the declaration. Only John Hancock, the president of Congress, signed it. No one else signed that
day.
Bells rang throughout Philadelphia. No other celebration took place. Congress had declared American independence. Many struggles
had led to the declaration. And many battles lay ahead.
The conflict that led to the declaration began in 1763. In that year, Britain ended a war with France. Although the British won the
war, it left them in debt.
To help pay the cost of the war, the British Parliament passed the Stamp Act in 1765. This law called for stamps on all documents
sold in the colonies. Americans had to buy the stamps from British tax collectors. The stamps raised the cost of everything printed:
newspapers, legal documents, pamphlets, and even playing cards.
Americans hated the Stamp Act. They considered themselves loyal citizens of Britain. They already paid taxes to their colonial
legislatures. They had no representatives in Parliament, and yet Parliament was trying to tax them. This taxation violated what they
considered their rights as British citizens.
Many colonists protested the stamp tax. Some rioted. Many adopted the slogan: “Taxation without representation is tyranny!”
Parliament repealed the Stamp Act. But it soon passed new taxes on paper, glass, and tea. Many colonists boycotted, or refused to
buy, British goods. The British sent more troops to the colonies.
In 1770, British troops in Boston fired on a crowd of angry protestors. Five colonists died. This event was known as the Boston Massacre.
It caused great anger against the British.

continued on page 6
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The American Legion
Mel Baher, 1st Vice Commander- WAt our May 10th Blue Cap

C. W. “Bill” Smith, 2nd Vice Commander- I

membership meeting, I reported on the 2012 membership

wish to thank the members for electing me to

drive.

another year as the 2nd Vice Commander. If you

We have turned 601 cards into the Department of Ohio, and are

have an idea for a function, please let me know,
I will look into it.

the only Post in the 13th District to achieve the All Time High

Mothers Day Breakfast was GREAT. But it could

status. We have now accomplished that goal for fifteen (15)

not have happened without the work of many.

consecutive years. July 1, 2012, we begin the 2013 membership

J.P. Martin ran the kitchen and did the bulk of the

drive. You should be receiving a mailing from the National

work along with his wife Jill, also Cmdr Mazzeo

organization during the last week in June, unless you are a PAID

and his wife Deneen, Mel Baher, Len Peterson,

UP FOR LIFE (PUFL) member. The Blue Cap membership now
consists of 50 Life members, 43 NEW members, 28 transfers
INTO Post 91, and 480 annual renewals.

Tim Milter, Robin Guzay, Jamie, Marilla, the
Canteen, The Ladies Auxiliary; they all deserve
a BIG THANK YOU. If by chance, I have missed
anyone or misspelled your name please accept
my apology. THANKS AGAIN.

The LIFE (PUFL) program is now easier then ever to participate
in, because time payments over 36 months are available to those

Upcoming events for JUNE: Thursday June 14th

who elect to utilize the program, OR you can make a one-time

Flag Day, ceremony will be at 7:00 PM in the

payment by check and/or credit card. LIFE membership will
protect you from any future dues increases. Post 91 offers a
reduced rate for LIFE membership applications.

pavilion, upon conclusion of the ceremony the
monthly blue cap meeting will begin upstairs.
Sunday June 17th, Fathers Day. Happy fathers
Day to ALL.

ASK any Post officer for the application and information on this
great program.

Upcoming events for JULY: Wednesday July 4th,
Come on out and watch the Berea fire works

The results of the election of Post officers if you don’t already
know, is the same officers as last year, but with the election
of three new executive board members. I am looking forward
to seeing our Blue Cap members attend the Post membership
meeting (we had a good turnout in May) which in June will

from our Post parking lot. Refreshments and
food are available. Post 91 members park FREE.
Don “Flash” Vaji, Gifts For Yanks ChairmanThe casino trip to Seneca in April went very well
and everyone had a good time.

follow our annual Flag Day Ceremony to be held at 7:00PM in
the pavilion. Everyone is also welcome to attend our monthly

I’m setting up another bus trip in for November

Executive board meeting held the fourth Thursday of each month

9-10th. Watch for info at the Post.

(unless it’s a holiday). Check out the calendar of events, located
elsewhere in this award winning newsletter and plan to attend
some of the activities during the next couple of months.

We are off to a good start for the Gifts for the
Yanks program this year.
I hope every one is ready to have a great

Thanks for belonging to POST 91, and your continued support.
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summer.

American Legion Auxiliary
Sheri Krepelka, President- I want to thank everyone for their support and help over the past 10 years as the President
of the Ladies Auxiliary. I had officers that were terrific they were the best that anyone could ask for.
You will still see me around the Post. I will still be handling the Children’s parties and I will continue to be the Junior
advisor. I will also continue to be with the Color Guard and continue to support the Auxiliary functions.
Remember the Auxiliary motto is for God & Country. Let’s not forget our veterans.
God Bless our veterans whether they are overseas or here in the US.
God Bless American God Bless all of you.
Love you all.
Nancy Doutt, Membership Chairman- We’re finishing our 2012 membership drive at 108% of goal. Thank you to everyone
who helped surpass our goal. Beginning August 1, 2012, we start all over again with the 2013 membership drive. While
the National Auxiliary organization will be raising the dues by $4.00, we will absorb this increase and our dues will remain
at $25.00 for seniors (18 and over) and $5.00 for juniors (under 18). You do not need to wait for your dues notice that
comes from the National Auxiliary to pay your dues. You’ll get the famous early bird sticker if you pay before November
11th. Thank you!
Nancy Doutt, Community Service Chairman- Auxiliary Scholarships: Thank you to everyone who donated or purchased
at this year’s garage sale. All of the proceeds are given out in Auxiliary scholarships. Congratulations to the following
applicants who will be receiving Auxiliary scholarships:
•
•
•
•

Cyrus Apanius			
Julie Haumschild
Morgan Draves		
Samantha Williams

Pajama Walk: This year’s pajama walk benefitting Berea Animal Rescue Fund will be held on Friday, July 27th. The
fundraiser will begin at 7:00 p.m. at Post 91, and will continue on to various establishments throughout the city. If you
would like to participate, please contact Nancy at (440) 552-4713.
			
Sharon Krepelka, Junior Advisor- We finally finished our no-sew blankets. We sent them with stuffed animals to the
Linus Project who sends them on to hospitalized Veterans.
Cindy Brunnet and I took 4 Juniors to the Junior Department Convention in Columbus on May 12th. We received awards
for the Convention Program Cover, for Adopt a Grandfather and Jules Brunnet won the Merry Lyn Plaque for writing a
paper called “I am an American Legion Auxiliary Hero. There is a plaque that goes with it and we will receive it soon
and display it proudly. We also received a Special Junior Citation of Merit for Making membership goal and participating
in many of the American Legion Auxiliary Programs and sending in our annual report form. We had the Junior district
conference at our Post. All the district Junior officers are from Unit 91. We also had our own Junior Elections. I will list
these officers in a later newsletter. Our meetings are the 2nd Saturday of every month from 1-3 PM. This may change
during the summer.
I will Post that information as soon as a decision is made by the girls.
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Sons of the American Legion
Chuck O’Malley, Commander- We would like to welcome Doug Bloch and Charlie O’Malley to our Executive Board
Much success to the 2012-13 incoming Officers during this upcoming year.
We are looking forward to sell food and refreshments at the Outdoor concert on June 16th at the Post. We are also
planning our annual Steak Roast to be held later this year. There will be more to come in the next Newsletter
Dave “Bear” Hof, Membership/Finance- Our membership year is over for 2012, all cards have been sent back to
Department in Columbus. So any new members that we get will be held until I get 2013 cards in July. We had a good year
with 342 as our total paid membership, an ALL TIME HIGH for Squadron 91. This makes us the largest squadron in District
13 before the S.A.L. convention.
Congratulation to Hector Olmeda on being elected Adjutant for the 13th District.
Next District meeting is on Oct.28th at Brecksville Post 196.
Our meetings are at our Post at 7:30PM on the 2nd Wednesday of the month. They last about 1hour so come here what
is planed for next year. We need some new faces & ideas. Commander Chuck would like to see you.

American Legion Riders
Ed “Big Ed” Leopold, Director- Hello everyone, here we are in April. Riding season has begun. We had are first ride
April 29th, which was Rally for the Troops, we had a decent turn out for our first ride. Bob has a ride set for May 12th,
overnight trip to Dayton Air Force base. Sure would be nice to see more folks and bikes at our functions, just a hint, I do
realize that we do have a lot on our schedules.
At this time Keith the Assistant Director, and myself would like to give a THANK YOU! To all our volunteers we had for
breakfasts and the Post fish fry’s, we really appreciate your time you give us, you know who you are, hopefully we can
get some new blood to help also to see what it is all about. With summer coming we will have a lot of stuff going on.
Starting in July we will be collecting dues for 2013, which we are going along with the Legion so we are all at the same
time. Keith or Margie will accept them at any time, also Keith does have membership cards printed out so come to a
meeting and get yours. Remember our dues are $15.00 for the year.
Our meetings are the 3rd Sunday of the month, June 17th, is a meeting, July 15th is the meeting.
Our Annual Pig Roast is coming up in August 25th, keep it open, and watch for the tickets to go on sale. We are having
one of our own members do the pig for us, should be really good and pray for good weather so we can be outside. In April
we raffled off a grill and the winner was Ed Bunts, Congratulations! And the donation of $1,000 was presented to Wags 4
Warriors, and during our breakfast season we raised $900.00 which was also presented to Wags 4 Warroirs. THANK YOU
TO EVERYONE WHO SUPPORTS OUR ORGANIZATION.
Bob our road captain is in the process of getting a big ride together in Sept. for a fund raiser also, if you see him and are
willing to help out let him know he will appreciate any help he can get. Thank a Vet.
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The First Fourth of July (continued)- Protests continued. In 1773, a group of Americans boarded British ships in Boston
Harbour and dumped their cargo of tea into the water. This was called the Boston Tea Party. The British reacted with harsh new
laws.
In 1774, the First Continental Congress met in Philadelphia. The delegates sent a list of complaints to King George III. They agreed to
continue boycotting British goods. And they decided to form militias in their cities and towns.
In April 1775, British troops marched on Lexington, Massachusetts. Waiting for them were about 100 armed Americans. Shots were
fired. More fighting took place that day at nearby Concord. The American Revolution had begun.
Many Americans supported the revolution. They were called Patriots. But many Americans were unsure. In January 1776, Thomas Paine
published Common Sense, a pamphlet favouring independence. It helped win over many Americans to the Patriot cause.
On June 7, 1776, the Second Continental Congress met in Philadelphia. The delegates debated whether to break from Britain. Since
the break seemed likely, they assigned a committee the job of writing an explanation of their decision. Thomas Jefferson was on the
committee, and he did the writing.
It took him two weeks. Then the committee presented the document to Congress. On July 4, 1776, Congress voted to adopt the
Declaration of Independence.
Spreading the Word
Overnight, a printer made many copies and sent them to the 13 states. People of all walks of life gathered to hear public readings
of the declaration. They heard the words that “all men are created equal” and that everyone has the right to “life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness.” In New York, some listeners were so inspired; they tore down a statue of King George III. The revolutionary
words were taking effect.
Even so, some Americans opposed independence. They were called Loyalists or Tories. Benjamin Franklin’s own son, William, was a
Loyalist. He was the governor of New Jersey. He and his father grew apart and never got over it. Another Loyalist governor, Thomas
Hutchinson of Massachusetts, had been driven out of office and back to Britain in 1774. Tensions between Patriots and Loyalists
remained high.
In a ceremony on August 2, delegates signed the declaration. John Hancock, still the president of Congress, again signed first. His
large signature is today a famous symbol of the American Revolution.
To War
The odds did not favor the Continental Army and the Patriots. About 2.5 million people lived in the 13 colonies in 1780. One-fifth of
them were black slaves. Twenty percent of the people were Loyalists. America’s population was small compared to Britain’s 11 million.
The British army was better trained and better equipped.
Of the American generals, the most famous was George Washington, the commander in chief. His army was defeated in New York. And
it took a daring night-time escape to prevent its capture. Washington rebounded with a surprise attack on the British in New Jersey.
Washington led the army through the severe winter of 1777–78 in Valley Forge. He won battles. And he lost battles. He was a great
leader, but the odds favoured the British.
The situation changed at the battle of Saratoga. In fall 1777, Patriots defeated the army of the British General John Burgoyne.
Benjamin Franklin had been trying to persuade the French to help the Americans. After Saratoga, the French agreed and formed an
alliance with the United States.
With French troops fighting alongside Americans at Yorktown in 1781, the British surrendered. The war was over. The victory cost
Americans more than 25,000 military deaths and another 25,000 wounded.
The nation was independent. The words of the Declaration of Independence expressed the ideals of the United States. They inspired
the courageous Patriots who fought hard against great odds. They have also inspired Americans to live up to the words, “All men are
created equal.” The movements against slavery, for women’s rights, and for civil rights all echoed its words. But these words have not
just inspired Americans. They have inspired democratic movements around the globe.
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Charity Report
Post 91 has made the following charitable contributions for
the months of January- May 2012:
Berea High School............................
West Dennison Baseball League............
BHS Post Prom................................
Roehm Middle School........................
Andrew Campbell............................
Special Olympics.............................
St Paul’s Lutheran Church
(Adopt a Platoon)............................
Auxiliary Unit 91..............................
Memorial Day Foundation...................
Berea Arts Fest...............................
Berea Kiwanis Club...........................
MDA............................................
Cpl Brad Squires Memorial Foundation....
Berea Chamber of Commerce..............
ALR Chapter 91...............................
BHS Alumni Association.....................
American Legion 13th District..............
Camp Cheerful...............................
VFW Strongsville Post 3345.................
Myssi Miller....................................
S.A.L. Squadron 91 ..........................
Berea Fire Department......................
Berea Police Department...................
Scholarships...................................
Matt Morgan (Eagle Project)................
Wags-4-Warriors..............................
Gifts For the Yanks...........................
Auxiliary 13th District.......................
American Legion Department
of Ohio Boys State...........................
Total...........................................

VetJobs: America’s Premier
Job Board for Veterans
VetJobs makes it easy for employers to reach and employ

$650
$200
$200
$100
$100
$25

all the members of the military community. VetJobs

$500
$580
$100
$100
$175
$100
$100
$148
$228
$100
$80
$100
$100
$100
$228
$1,000
$1,000
$4,000
$100
$1,000
$12,503.91
$100

Service, Reserves and their spouses and dependents.

$1,800
$25,517.91

which assisted employers in identifying the transitioning

2012 Post Scholarship Winners

defines the military community to include Air Force, Army,
Coast Guard, Department of Defense Civilians, Marine
Corps, Merchant Marine, National Guard, Navy, National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Public Health
VetJobs makes is easy to reach not only the transitioning
military member, but also the highly qualified men and
women who are veterans that have separated over the
decades and are now productive members of the civilian
work force in all disciplines.
VetJobs is the leading Internet niche job board for reaching
the 10.5 million military veterans currently in the work
force, the 200 thousand active duty military personnel
who transition each year, the over 400,000 members of
the National Guard and Reserve who return to the United
States each year from extended deployments, and their
family members.
VetJobs was established in 1999 following extensive
research on job and resume sites catering to the military
market. The research indicated there was a gap in sites
military and veteran candidate. VetJobs is operated by
a seasoned management team of professionals to assist
companies, recruiting firms and hiring authorities to

Post 91 has awarded the following scholarships for 2012:

successfully reach the military market.

Albert E. Baesel- Matt Laubert

VetJobs is owned and operated by veterans for veterans.

Thomas Marks- Alejandro Chock
Virginia Offenberg- Katherine Laubert
James C. Masie- Morgan Draves

In January 2000, The Veterans of Foreign Wars of the
United States exclusively sponsored and purchased ten
percent of the company. Since then, VetJobs has garnered
more veteran service organization endorsements than
any other site. Major endorsements include the Vietnam
Veterans of America, the Naval Reserve Association and
the Veterans of Modern Warfare.
For more information- please visit www.vetjobs.com.
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Post 91
Legion Riders
Meeting Noon

17

11

10

MONDAY

7:30PM
Executive Board
Meeting

25

18

7:30PM Meeting

4

3

SUNDAY

WEDNESDAY

26

19

13

12

27

20

7:30PM Meeting

6

5

KITCHEN OPEN TUE & WED 6-8PM
TUESDAY $4 SHRIMP DINNER
WEDNESDAY $7 STRIP STEAK
MONDAY & FRIDAY EVENING
6-9PM

TUESDAY

7PM Executive
Board

28

21

29

22

15

14

7PM Meeting

8

1

7

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

30

23

16 Free Concert
in Pavilion

Jr. Auxiliary
1PM

9

2

SATURDAY

29

30

7:30PM
Executive Board
Meeting

23

22

Post 91
Legion Riders
Meeting Noon

MONDAY

7:30PM Meeting

9

2

16

SUNDAY

15

8

1

31

24

17

10

3

TUESDAY

25

18

7:30PM Meeting

11

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

27

20

13

6

FRIDAY

KITCHEN OPEN TUE & WED 6-8PM
TUESDAY $4 SHRIMP DINNER
WEDNESDAY $7 STRIP STEAK
MONDAY & FRIDAY EVENING
6-9PM

7PM Executive
Board

26

19

7PM Meeting

12

5

SATURDAY

28

21

14
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From The Editor
Ron Fazekas, Editor- “GENTLEMAN START YOUR LIES”, here we are at the beginning of campaign
season and the lies and misstatements start flying. Every time there is an election the TV, radio, newspaper and
any where else that a person can see or hear is full of campaign ads.
If everything that is said in these ads were true then there is no candidate worth voting for. The incumbent has
not done anything right in his term of office and the challenger doesn’t know anything about the office he is
running for. The left leaning media is for the Democrat and the right leaning media is for the Republican.
I get so sick and tired of the politicians only caring about how they can get reelected instead of worrying about
the country. What has the Congress done in the last 8 years? When all three legislative branches, were controlled
by the Democrats they voted in all of their social agenda to take care of the downtrodden and minorities to help
keep the votes. When the balance was changed to 1/3 of the branches to the Republicans 2 years ago we have
continue deadlock on every and any laws that get passed.
In the last 3 presidencies we have had a white president who was considered the 1st black president we had a
President who was considered stupid and now we have a ½ black President who is considered to be the 1st gay
President. Why can’t they be remembered for what they did for the American people and this great country of
ours? They all must have done something right while in office, didn’t they?
The economy is probably this countries biggest problem and all we hear about is bullying in high school and how
some of these people running for office have never held a job or if they did they stole from the poor to make
themselves rich. They fly all over the country for political rallies, isn’t that what they all do? Also have you ever
noticed how whoever raises the most money normally wins the elections?
Our politicians we have today have not passed a budget in 3 years, could you imagine you or me running our
household without a budget. This is incredible and they wonder why we are in debt over a trillion dollars.
So this year when you vote try and pick someone you think can steer this country in the right direction and not
the color of their skin, sexual preference or political party.
These editorials are the opinion of the Editor and do not reflect the opinions of the members of Post 91.

James C. Masie Memorial Golf Classic
Jimmy Masie, JCM Committee- The James C. Masie Memorial Golf Classic
will be held on Saturday August 11, 2012 at Emerald Woods Golf Courses
located in nearby Columbia Station.
The tournament starts at 9am with a shotgun start. Players golf in
foursomes and you do not have to be on a team to participate.
Proceeds benefit The James C. Masie Memorial Scholarship Fund.
Registration fee will be annouced soon... keep an eye out at the canteen or
visit www.postbythelake.org/jcm/. Includes 18 holes of golf, cart, lunch, steak
dinner, various contests, and goodies. Sign up deadline is late July.
If you wish to participate, volunteer, or sponsor a hole, please contact Ron
Fazekas at 440-826-3769, Mel Baher at 440-234-8431 or the Post Canteen at 440234-0091.

www.postbythelake.org

8

Bulletin Board

Events
June

New Membership

Sick Call
Rich Staab

14........ Flag Day Ceremony
16........ Outdoor Concert @ The Post
17........ Fathers Day

The American Legion- Ronald Dobransky,

July

David Tate, Bruce Unger

Jim Manser, Bob Saiter

American Legion Auxilary- Sarah Baker,

Membership & Info

4......... Fireworks @ The Post
27........ PJ Walk

Hall Rentals
Please contact Sue Milter: Monday
though Saturday 9:00am to 5:00pm @
440-234-0091 or 440-623-6494.

Robin Guzay, Russell Lockyer, William
Overton, Robert Phillips, Walter Poole,

Donna Grospitch, Renee Guzay, Michelle
Innocenzi, Ruth Ivcic, Lisa Klempner,

Taps

Please call 440-234-0091 or visit our
website: www.postbythelake.org.

Judy Mey, Katy Mey, Darlene Schaefer,
Kathleen Wargo
Sons of the American Legion- Richard
Machesky, Gordon Glovitch, Warren T.
Haren, Evan Reed, Jim Kolenz
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Albert E. Baesel g American Legion Post 91
91 American Legion Parkway g Berea, Ohio 44017
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