August/September 2012

Commander

Fellow Legionnaires & Members of Post 91,

Greetings: Summer is here and hot. Welcome to all our new members. The State of Ohio American Legion Convention was in July. Our
Post Auxiliary received several awards, Congratulations. American Legion Post 91 won several awards: Gifts for Yanks won awards for
largest percentage per member, largest amount per membership, and the number ONE Post in Ohio with $12,503.91 collected for Gifts
for Yanks. My hat is off to Don “Flash” Vaji for his tireless pursuit in raising the money and to you, the membership, for your generous
contributions. This is no easy feat; there are 578 other Posts in Ohio that are trying to do the same. This is just one of the many parts
that make American Legion Post 91 the best. I was honored to go up to the stage in front of all the other Posts and accept this award
for Don and the membership of Post 91. Thank you. We also received awards for making membership quota and for membership All
Time High for our 15th consecutive year.
The Post continues to offer great events. There was, Flag Day Ceremony, Father’s Day breakfast, Free Beatlemania concert, 4th of
July fireworks, and the Auxiliary pajama walk for Berea animal rescue fund. Remember to check the calendars for upcoming events
for the next two months. Remember our kitchen is open and Jamie is cooking great stuff.
If you have time to help, sign up for the Saturday’s work party and you can enjoy a great breakfast cooked by your Commander.
It happens every 2nd Saturday of the month at 8:30 am. The sign up board is on the kitchen door. We really can use your help in
maintaining our Post. A special thanks to the crew, J.P. Martin, Len Novak, Paul Prentiss, Ed Kaleta, Don “Flash” Vaji, Ralph “Rocky”
Rokowski and Len Drager, that volunteered their time to strip and wax the canteen area.
I have filled my appointments except one, Color Guard chairperson. The reason is because the Post does not have a men’s Color Guard.
Thankfully we have a women’s Color Guard to represent the Post. If there are any members that would be interested in becoming a
men’s Color Guard member, please contact me. When you next visit the Post, take a look at the ground right behind the pavilion flag
pole. Ed Leopold received a donation from John Salvaggi of Salvaggi Construction that made stamped concrete emblems of each main
branch of the Armed Forces. Thank you Ed and John.
Hospice of the Western Reserve is having a Walk to Remember at the Cleveland Zoo on Sunday September 9th to raise money. You
can go to www.hospicrewr.org/walk to register. Register under team - American Legion Post 91 – Berea. It would be great to have a
good showing of walkers and it’s a great cause. Hospice does a wonderful job for Veterans along with people from all walks of life.
Pete Mayer and I attended the Ohio Flags of Honor Memorial Ceremony in Brook Park. It honors our Fallen Heroes from Ohio. It is a
Ceremony that tugs at the heart.
If any member has a concern or comment on issue(s) at the Post, please take the time to talk to me or any officer.
Please remember if given the chance, thank a Veteran. It makes a difference.

For God and Country,

Tony Mazzeo
Post By The Lake Newsletter
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Restoration of Victory Arch at
Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds
turns out to be a winning effort
By Stan Donaldson The Plain Dealer- For as long as Jared Reed
could remember, the iron arch that stood across the street from his
home at the Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds was always there.
He remembers how hundreds of people would enter the summer fair
by passing under the arch, referred to by many as the Victory Arch,
and how workers would paint it white every year before the event.
He also remembers how the arch eventually became an eyesore in
the community and began to fall apart. Two years ago several Bereabased volunteer groups took the large structure away.
On Thursday, as Reed watched from his porch near the fairgrounds, a crew of more than 20 volunteers helped to reinstall the arch
— now restored — at the original fair entrance on Eastland Road (the main fair entrance now is on Bagley Road), just in time for the
county fair next month.
“The last time I saw that thing, it was pretty beat up. I didn’t think it was going to come back,” said Reed, 30. “It looks like it is almost
back to life now and looks just like the original.” A campaign by the fair board, American Legion Post 91 and the Berea Historical
Society helped to raise money and awareness needed to restore the structure. They did so by collecting donations, holding raffles,
selling picture books of the arch and selling “Save Our Victory Arch” T-shirts to supporters.
The original Victory Arch was built in 1929 by Fred Hartman. Many of the organizers of the preservation effort believe the 35-foot-tall
and 32-foot-wide arch was constructed to honor veterans from World War I, though not much documentation exists.
The group plans to dedicate it as the Veterans Memorial Victory Arch when it is completed.
Diana Emrich, one of the leaders of the preservation effort, said the restoration project was estimated to cost $150,000, but volunteer
groups helped defray the costs.
She said that in the next few weeks, a volunteer crew will paint the restored arch white and paint the Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds
lettering across it.
Retired laborers from Iron Workers Local 17 helped to take the arch down and restore it. A group of nearly two dozen volunteers put
in more than 2,500 man-hours over two years to make the arch landmark-worthy. Doug McJunkins, 68, of Berea, was the foreman for
the project. He said he put in more than 1,000 hours alone to get the arch ready.
“This is a piece of history in this city and it is important to preserve things like this,” he said.
McJunkins said the hardest part of the project was putting the arch back together after volunteers helped to dissect it in order to
begin repairs.
“We didn’t have any blueprint or drawings for this,” he said. “We had to break everything down, then made the drawings ourselves
before we put it back together.”
It took workers a few tries to put the arch back up with a donated construction crane. They didn’t want to twist the large metal beam
as they lifted it. But they eventually got the structure up as the crew switched positions.
Once the arch was bolted into the ground, some neighbors began to smile and take pictures.
Reed snapped a few shots with his own camera and used a digital recorder so he could show the video to his mother when she returned
home. “It’s good to see it back up, because it is a landmark,” Reed said. “This street was bare without it.”
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The American Legion
Mel Baher, 1st Vice Commander- The 2013 membership
drive began July 1st and did it ever start off with a big
“BANG”. As you know your Officer’s & Delegates were
at Department Convention July 5th – July 8th and when
we returned my mailbox could not handle one more

C. W. “Bill” Smith, 2nd Vice Commander- I wish
to thank the members who attended the Flag Day
Ceremony, a very nice turn out.
PLEASE READ THE BULLETIN BOARD FOR NEW EVENTS
AND DETAILS ON CURRENT EVENTS.

envelope. As of July 16th, I have processed over 184
cards. Our 2013 quota is 580, so with that turn-in of
cards and our 51 LIFE members we stand at 235. That
is 40 % of our membership that already has renewed for
2013. WOW and THANKS and PLEASE keep those cards
coming in! At this rate we REALLY could be at quota
by Veterans Day. Believe me when I say Post 91 is well
recognized in the state of Ohio, and it is because of our
members.
July 16, 2012 also is a milestone date for Post 91; one full
year that our newly remodeled kitchen has been open
and serving GREAT meals to our membership. Thanks
to Jamie for doing such a fine job on planning and
providing meals that people keep coming back to enjoy.
If you haven’t tried the Tuesday shrimp or mussels, the
Wednesday steak, or any of her other offerings, you truly
don’t know what you are missing. Come on down and
feast you eyes and stomach to an enjoyable meal.
Don’t forget membership meetings are the 2nd Thursday
of each month at 7:00PM, and you are also welcome
to attend the executive board meeting held the 4th
Thursday of each month. YOU can be part of the decision
making process, if you attend these meetings and have
an idea that promotes activities and/or membership at
Post 91. See you there!
August 19th is the family picnic, September 5th is Post
91’s 93rd birthday and September 11th is Patriot Day,
with a ceremony on the Berea triangle at 9:00AM.
Hope to see you at all these Post 91 events, and don’t
forget to bring a friend.
Thanks for belonging to POST 91, and your continued
support.
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SATURDAY AUGUST 11, 2012- THE 14th ANNUAL JAMES
MASIE GOLF CLASSIC. Any questions please contact Ron
Fazekas or Mel Baher.
SUNDAY AUGUST 19, 2012- POST 91 FAMILY PICNIC
• Starts at NOON
• Hamburgers & Hot Dogs provided
• FUN FOR EVERYONE
• Music – by Johnny R
• GAMES for the kids
• PLEASE BRING A SIDE DISH TO SHARE
Just as in previous we will need help setting up and
cooking and also tear down and clean-up at 6:00 PM on
Sunday. See you there.
SATURDAY AUGUST 25th ALR PIG ROAST- check for more
details.
WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 5th - POST 91 BIRTHDAY.
TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 11th - PATRIOT DAY CEREMONY at
the triangle in Berea 9:00 AM.
FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 21st POW/MIA RECOGNITION DAY
CEREMONY 7:00 PM.
DON’T FORGET: Every Wednesday “Steak” Dinner- great
meal. Every Friday “Hamburger Nite”.
Don “Flash” Vaji, Gifts for the Yanks Chairman-This
has been the best year yet. Thanks to all of you for
your support. Post 91 came in 1st place in the American
Legion Department of Ohio. I always hoped we could
do this and all of the membership of Post 91 made it
happen. The 13th District finished in 2nd place with
$38,202 and Post 91 contributed 33% of that total. To
show you how that money stays in the area here is the
breakdown, Wade Park $35,130, McCaferty $1,250 Parma
$1,250 plus a special project of a traffic signal for the
blind, at Parma, $2,000. This will let you know that
the money you, the membership, donated helps our
hospitalized vets locally.

American Legion Auxiliary
Donella Kline, President- Hello Everyone! I want to thank Sheri Krepelka for her 10 years of service as the Unit President
– We have done exceptional under her guidance. I look forward to working with Sheri as I begin this journey and hope to
continue the excellent reputation that Unit 91 has in the District as well as the Department.
I am writing this in July and can hardly believe we are already looking at August and September activities. But before I
mention those I want to tell you of my journey thus far.
May was pretty quiet – starting with the Garage Sale – many, many thanks to Nancy for coordinating this huge project!
Then Mother’s Day Flower sale – a big Thank You to Vonnie who coordinated the event – as well as all the volunteers and
of course the buyers! Next we worked with the 40 & 8 on a Polish Dinner, with Take 2 on July 15th, and finally we had
breakfast for those participating in the Memorial Day Activities.
June brought my first appearance as the President – I was asked to participate in the June 14th Flag Day Ceremony. If
you have never attended this ceremony please mark your calendars for next year – It is very humbling. Next was the
Father’s Day Breakfast – again Thank You, Thank You, Thank You to Vicki for coordinating the event.
July brought the 4th of July and the 2012 Auxiliary convention. The 13th District – specifically Unit 91 brought home
a number of plaques and certificates. On the first day of the convention there were 3 groups presented and the 13th
District brought home 4 plaques 3 going to Unit 91! This is due to all of your hard work and reporting of hours to Nancy!
And finally the annual pajama walk fund raiser for Berea Animal Rescue.
In August we will begin taking orders for Pumpkin Rolls – Please get your order in early so you do not miss out!
Please remember that our monthly meetings are on the 2nd Monday of the Month at 7:30. All are welcome! We have a
raffle at each meeting so please join us!
Sheri Krepelka, Junior Auxiliary Chairman- The Junior Auxiliary girls had a meeting on July 14th. They decorated 50
lunch bags that the Auxiliary will use when we go to Wade Park on the 23rd of July. These bags will be filled with snacks
for the women and men who are patients at Wade Park. We discussed games for the family picnic and a possible project
at a nursing home. At the end of the meeting we helped ourselves to ice cream.
Do you have a daughter or granddaughter that would be interested in joining the Junior Auxiliary? The dues are $5/yr and
the ages are from birth to 18. We have the girls help with veteran projects, Americanism projects and a lot of community
service. If you have a young lady who is already member of the Juniors ask if she would be interested in coming to our
meetings. Our meetings are the 2nd Saturday of every month from 1-3 PM. Parents are invited to join us also.
I hope to see you at a meeting.
Sheri Krepelka, Ladies Auxiliary Color Guard Captain- I would like to thank Marilla Baher, Sandy Hudak, Terri Tokar,
and Barb Miller for their participation in the Grindstone parade July 5th. It was a long and hot parade and these women
were able to stay in step at a good pace. It was great seeing how many Berea residents got up and saluted the flag as
we passed.
Anyone who would like to join the Color Guard get a hold of me or Marilla Baher. We are looking at new uniforms so now
is the time to join. What a way to show your patriotism by marching in the Ladies Auxiliary color guard. It’s a good way
to get exercise also. Again thank you ladies and God Bless.
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Sons of the American Legion
Chuck O’Malley, Commander- Congratulations to Meagan Draves our first recipient
of the David “ Bear” Hof Annual Scholarship. Megan will be attending The University
of Dayton in the fall. We wish her Good Luck with her new endeavors.
Fall is right around the corner and the SAL Activities will be coming up.
The Browns are back in town and we will be holding our first Tailgate Party on Sunday
September 16th When the Browns vs. those dreaded Bengals Watch the calendar for
additional Tailgate Parties.
Saturday October 20th we will be holding our annual Steak Roast – A DJ is also
scheduled for that evening.
Additional Dates to Remember:
•
Sunday November 11th - Veterans Day Dinner
•
Saturday March 23, 2013 - Reverse Raffle
Dave “Bear” Hof, Membership/Finance- GOOD LUCK to Miss Morgan Draves, the first recipient of the S.A.L. Scholarship.
Morgan will be going to the University of Dayton.
The new membership cards are in for 2013. I’ve sent renewal notices to all 2012 paid members at the last address we have
for them. Dues are $20 before Veterans Day, after November 11th dues are $25. So pay early and save 5 bucks.
So far we have 96 members who have paid 2013 dues. Our quota this year will be 1 more then last years total membership.
Last year we ended with 340 members (all-time high) which makes our quota 341.
Squadron 91 is the biggest in the 13th District, NICE JOB!!!
Meetings are still on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 7:30 PM in the Post hall. We need to have some new ideas and
bodies at the meetings. They only last about 1hour, See what Commander Chuck has to say.
IFYOU HAVE CHANGED YOUR ADDRESS PLEASE LET MEL,NANCY, MARGIE, OR ME KNOW so we can do the paper work and
we do not have double mailing cost.
Once again GOOD LUCK MORGAN.

American Legion Riders
Ed “Big Ed” Leopold, Director- Hello Everyone, I just got back from The American Legion Convention, July 6th,7th, 8th,.
Ladies & Gents the Legion gave the riders so much praise it was unbelievable. So I decided to give you a little history on
how it was started. Two guys from Post 396 in Michigan, came up with the idea, that was in 1993. Now we have American
Legion Riders in all 50 states and 3 foreign Countries. There are about 150,000 in the U.S. alone.
Now for our news Bob is still getting thing together for the big ride on September 2nd.
August 25th our Pig Roast, get your tickets, they are going fast. Our member Jim Waite who is cooking the pig has the
band lined up for that evening and they play oldies. Saturday August 11th is the POW/MIA Rittman Run. We will meet at
the Post about 10:30. Hope all can attend this ride, and also for our navy vets the week of August 29th. The Navy comes
to Cleveland. August & September looks to be busy for rides hope all will be able to attend one or more of them.
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Ladies Auxiliary (continued)Nancy Doutt, Membership Chairman- We finished our 2012 membership drive 29 members over goal, or 108.87% of goal. At the
Dept. of Ohio convention recently, we received the Patricia Riley plaque for the 2nd highest percentage over goal out of 452 Units
in the state of Ohio. While it’s nice to receive the plaque, we will need to work even harder for 2013, to reach our new goal, which
is our current membership plus 3. Our new goal will be 359 total senior and junior memberships. As previously stated, the National
Auxiliary organization will be raising the dues by $4. We will absorb this increase and our dues will remain at $25 for seniors (18 and
over) and $5 for juniors (under 18). We will start processing 2013 dues August 1. Early bird gets the sticker before November 11th,
and after December 31st, you are considered delinquent. You do not need to wait for your dues notice that comes from the National
Auxiliary to pay your dues, so please try to pay in the next four months to avoid extra paperwork. Thank you!
Nancy Doutt, Community Service Chairman- Watch for details around the Post for an upcoming fundraiser benefitting Ohio Network
for the Chemically Injured (ONCI) and Multiple Chemical Sensitivity (MCS).
Salute to the Women in the Military
On Sunday, July 8th, Donella, Louise, and I had the privilege of taking two of our Lady Veterans, Cons Templeman and Linda Kramer,
to the Indians game for the Salute to the Women in the Military. We were all invited to walk the track with the Lady Vets, and both
of them were almost chosen for the impromptu Honor Guard, but most of the line was Air Force, so Cons was selected to represent the
Marines. The flag line stood on the field during the singing of the National Anthem. What a great experience for all of us. Hopefully
more Lady Vets and other members and friends can join us next year.
Several Auxiliary members attended the recent convention in Columbus and brought home several plaques and a lot of certificates.
This is a wonderful tribute to all of the work that our members have done over the last year.
Unit 91 received the 2012 Citation of Merit for reaching goal and submitting all of the appropriate reports, fees, and purchase of
poppies.
We also received a special Citation for the Marie Moore Fund “Gifts for Vets” contributions.
Americanism: Junior Julianna Brunnet received an American Spirit plaque; Strongsville High School received the AllAmerican High School plaque; Unit received a Certificate of Merit for the Americanism Spirit Essay, as did Strongsville
High School Sophomore Stephen Barnes.
Education: Certificate of Merit for annual program.
History: Julianna Brunnet received a Certificate of Merit/2nd Place for her Junior History Scrapbook.
Junior Activities: Sheri Krepelka, Junior Advisor, received the Helen Sloan plaque for the best all-around Juniors program
based on a narrative, and a Certificate of Merit for the annual program.
Legislative: Unit received a certificate of merit and 1st place in the 13th District for the annual program and Donella
Kline received a Shining Star certificate for her report on correspondence with elected officials.
Music: Certificate of Merit.
National Security: Honorable Mention Certificate for annual program.
Public Relations: Certificate of Merit to Cyndi Brunnet for Junior PR reporting.
VA&R: Members received service hour pins and bars for their home service and field service for the Veterans.
Cyndi Brunnet – 50 hour bar and pin, 100 hour bar
Fran Kleinhenz – 100 hour bar
Margaret Masie – 500 hour bar
Lynne Stark – 300 & 500 hour bar
We hope to have a field service training so more members can submit hours in this category.
Thank you for a great year!!!!
throughout the year.

Please remember to submit the things and hours and money you spend on volunteering to Nancy
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Charity Report

Navy Week Coming To Cleveland

Post 91 has made the following charitable contributions for
the months of June-July 2012:

The Marines invaded Cleveland last June. In August, the
U.S. Navy will drop anchor in the city.

Dirtbag Baseball..............................
Matthew Patroninte..........................
Josiah Denson................................
Hanson House.................................
Berea High School (Feed the Team).......
Auxiliary Unit 91..............................
Berea Federation of Teachers..............
Optimist’s Club...............................
NMSS...........................................
VFW Post 3345 Men’s Auxiliary.............
American Legion Hellenic Post 453........
Total...........................................

Cleveland Navy Week, Aug. 27 – Sept. 4, is one of 15
selected cities where America’s Navy will “come home”
in 2012, giving area residents an opportunity to meet
Sailors and learn about the Navy’s capabilities and
relevance to national security.

$1700
$50
$50
$100
$100
$152
$100
$100
$100
$100
$20
$2572

Browns and Buckeyes Return
Jim Masie, Athletic Chairman- August is here which means
football has return to Ohio.
The Post is the ideal place for watching football, we have
plenty of TVs, not to mention great food and fine beverage.
The Ohio State Buckeyes start their first season under new
Head Coach Urban Meyer on September 1st against Miami
(OH). Kickoff is at Noon.
The Browns, with 1st round draft picks Brandon Weedan
and Trent Richardson, start their preseason on August 10th
gainst the Detriot Lions. The season opener is slated for
September 9th at 1pm vs the Philadelphia Eagles.

The U.S. Navy conducts Navy Weeks across the country
to show Americans the return they receive for their
substantial investment in America’s Navy. During a Navy
Week, the Navy conducts a variety of outreach events
(approx. 75+) in a metropolitan area, sharing the Navy
story with as many people as possible.
The Navy plans to include the following elements in
Cleveland Navy Week 2012:
•
•
•
•
•

Keep an eye out for the S.A.L. Tailgate Parties. The first
one is scheduled for September 16th. Check with the
canteen or S.A.L. officers for details.

•
•
•

Did You Know?

•

The history of the United States Armed Forces dates to 1775,
even before the Declaration of Independence marked the
establishment of the United States. The Continental Army,
Continental Navy, and Continental Marines were created
in close succession by the Second Continental Congress in
order to defend the new nation against the British Empire
in the American Revolutionary War.
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Cleveland Navy Week will commemorate the Bicentennial
of the War of 1812 and The Star Spangled Banner with U.S.
Navy ship visits, and special events recognizing America’s
Navy for keeping the sea free for more than 200 years.

www.postbythelake.org

“Blue Angels,” The Navy Flight Demonstration
Team
“Leap Frogs,” The Navy Parachute Team
Visiting U.S. Navy Ships
Navy Band musical performances
Admirals and other senior Navy leaders, who will
engage with local corporate, civic, government
and education leaders
Navy simulator and other interactive displays
Visits to area schools
Community service projects and events with local
sports franchises
Visits with local veterans

Cleveland’s Navy Week is one of 15 such weeks being
held this year in cities across the country, including five
other cities on the Great Lakes. Toledo will host a Navy
Week the week before Cleveland’s.
Check out www.navyweek.org/cleveland2012 for more
information.
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From The Editor
Ron Fazekas, Editor- Well it is another end of the fiscal year of our Post and as not only the editor but also the
Finance Officer I thought I would share some of the highlights from our yearly spreadsheet. I think you will be
surprised how much money it takes to run an operation such as we have and what monies we have going through
our bank account every year.

Income

Canteen sales....................................................... $274,213
ATM Income......................................................... $4,098
Food sales........................................................... $72,857
Charities fund Income............................................. $40,500
Gaming............................................................... $169,936
Hall Rental.......................................................... $13,860
Membership Dues.................................................. $16,051
Lottery Sales........................................................ $62,311
Canteen amusement machines................................... $1,411
Special Functions................................................... $35,089
Flag sales............................................................ $1,935
Legion Apparel...................................................... $843
Overall Income..................................................... $693,104

Expenses

Building (maintenance, repairs, improvements, etc…)........ $28,968
Canteen (beer, liquor, soda, chips, etc…)....................... $155,236
Charities............................................................. $91,415
Food.................................................................. $71,130
Gaming .............................................................. $31,022
Hall rental (bartenders, commission)............................ $1,875
Kitchen Construction Expense.................................... $76,555
Kitchen Loan........................................................ $6,789
Insurance............................................................ $4,701
Landscaping (lawn care, snow plow)............................ $4,846
Licenses (machines, liquor, food)................................ $3,881
Lottery weekly invoice............................................ $62,569
Membership per capita (Dept, District)......................... $14,035
Printing (newsletter, tickets etc…)............................... $5,413
Payroll............................................................... $141,795
Professional Services............................................... $3,070
Special Functions .................................................. $12,166
Tax (property, sales)............................................... $27,567
Utilities.............................................................. $34,266
Overall Expenses.................................................. $777,299
I hope this exercise opens some eyes on the Post operations. So as you can see it takes quite a bit of money to
run this place and make it a fun and enjoyable atmosphere for our members. Remember that the next time you
stop in.
These editorials are the opinion of the Editor and do not reflect the opinions of the members of Post 91.
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Bulletin Board

Events
August

11........ JCM Golf Outing
19........ Family Picnic
25........ ALR Pig Roast

September
1.........
5.........
9.........
16........
11........
21........

Ohio State Opener
Post 91 Birthday
Browns Season Opener
S.A.L. Tailgate Party
Patriots Day Ceremony
POW/MIA Ceremony

New Membership

Sick Call

The American Legion- Gina Alexander,
Scott

Bagi,

Jerry

Collier,

Dennis

Davidson, David Della Penna, Michael
Graley, Donald J. Keller, John C.
Kilgore, George Kraft, Jack Merzlikar,
Nick Mountcastle, Donald Rahm, Russell
Rowe, Douglas Thompson, David B.
White, Darnell Worley

Bob Potts, Bob Cannon, Richard Staab

Taps
Frank Conrad

Membership & Info
Please call 440-234-0091 or visit our
website: www.postbythelake.org.

American Legion Auxilary- None to

Hall Rentals

report

Please contact Sue Milter: Monday
though Saturday 9:00am to 5:00pm @
440-234-0091 or 440-623-6494.

Sons of the American Legion- Michael
Hof, John
Jonathan

Kilgore III, David
Phillps, George

Fadil,

Jacomin,

Brian Sullivan, John Turkel, Ray Varga

Return Service Requested
Albert E. Baesel g American Legion Post 91
91 American Legion Parkway g Berea, Ohio 44017
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