December 2012/January 2013

Commander’s Corner

Fellow Legionnaires & Members of Post 91,

Hello and yes it is the end of another year. I hope everyone is doing well. I would like to wish each of you and your family, a Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year!
There are several events coming up in the next two months, so remember to check out the calendars so you don’t miss anything. I
give a big thank you to the Auxiliary women and S.A.L guys for a great lunch and dinner on Veterans Day. Take the time to stop down
at the Post and enjoy a great meal prepared by Jamie. Remember the Legion Riders started cooking breakfast every other Sunday
and fish fries will be starting in January. I hope to see you at the Post, so come down and enjoy the festivities.
Don’t be afraid to ask if there is anything you can do to help. We need all our members to get involved and participate in the events
that the different Units organize and have at your Post. It helps in many ways and is appreciated. We always can use a helping hand.
Check the sign up board for the monthly work party, it happens on the second Saturday of the month and your help is welcome. Any
member, Blue Caps, Auxiliary, S.A.L., Legion Riders, can volunteer for any event or work party and if you want, bring a friend. We
have had more Boy Scouts and baseball team members come down and help than Post 91members and the members that do help are
the same small group that always show up and help. It is only 2 or 3 hours in the morning on the second Saturday of the month. I
thank everyone who has helped during the year- it makes a difference.
To the Blue Cap members, it is time to start thinking about the up and coming year. It will be May sooner then you think and May is
election time for officers, executive board and delegates. The members who are elected and appointed are the ones that help keep
our great Post up and running throughout the year. You need to start attending meetings to see what takes place and think about
running for one of the positions. It really can’t be the same members every year, after all we are getting older every year. There
is a lot to learn and do to be able to continue to have the greatest Post in the state of Ohio. It was beneficial to me when I started
coming to meetings to have Mel, George, Ron, J P, Rocky and others get me involved and recommend that I run for a position. They
also recommended if I had any thoughts of running for Commander in the future, I should run for second Vice Commander (you are in
charge of organizing the events that take place at the Post throughout the year), then first Vice commander, (you do the membership
drive of renewal, new, and transfers from other Post memberships) and then Commander. I took their advice. It helped me a lot and
gave me the chance to learn the different aspects of what it takes to keep the Post going. It took their guidance and your vote of
confidence to allow me to take that path and I am grateful. I also had the support of family and great friends throughout my journey.
Thank you from the bottom of my heart.
I hope to see many of you down at the Post throughout the coming year. Remember to take the time to get involved at your Post, it
is truly a beautiful venue and is always changing. Remember if given the chance; thank a Vet or active military person.

For God and Country,

Tony Mazzeo
Post By The Lake Newsletter
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American Legion Baseball Giving Back
Players from the Strongsville (Ohio) Dirtbags American Legion Baseball team give back year-round to the veterans who
served their country and made Legion baseball possible. Many of the young men serve meals at posts and exchange their
gloves for yard tools in an effort to help veterans with outdoor chores. But earlier this summer, the players decided to
give back to veterans as a team, and succeeded in doing so during their annual fundraising picnic.
The Strongsville Dirtbags donated $500 of their picnic proceeds to Wags 4 Warriors — a nonprofit organization based
in Brecksville, Ohio, that connects service dogs with returning war veterans who suffer from post-traumatic stress or a
traumatic brain injury.
“To see the young men of the (Strongsville)
Dirtbags step up and want to help the veterans
meant the world to us,” said Frank DeLorenz,
founder of Wags 4 Warriors. “Every single
player came up to the veterans and service
dog teams that were there that day to tell
them thank you and to ask more about a
service dog and what they do for a veteran
with PTSD and TBI. The players made us feel
special that day!”
The Legion ball team is sponsored by
Strongsville Post 795 and the Albert E. Baesel
Legion Post 91 in Berea, Ohio, and has been
hosting a picnic for the past three years. The
picnic is a way to raise funds for travels to
Legion tournaments, to build relationships
with veterans, and to encourage community
members to support their local Legion baseball
program.
“We encourage the players to communicate with veterans and help out with needs they may have; it’s part of our
program,” said Neal Packanik, Strongsville team manager. “Our kids enjoy it, they expect it, and they take it and run with
hit. They feel like it separates them from what other kids are doing.”
The picnic recently took place during a doubleheader and was an all-you-can-eat event for $15 per person. Parents of
the players made arrangements with local restaurants for food donations, and took it upon themselves to cook and serve
the food.
Meanwhile, Wags 4 Warriors and Berea Post 91 showed their appreciation to the Strongsville Dirtbags’ players by
sponsoring new baseball jerseys. However, it’s not the players’ last names that are seen from the baseball diamond — it’s
the names of nearby fallen heroes and wounded warriors.
“A lot of teams have their names on the back, and we like the fact that our guys can feel good about representing
someone that fought for our country,” Packanik said “It’s another teaching point in today’s society that we are playing
for something a little bit bigger.”
A handout explaining who the jerseys represent is given to press box officials and the opposing team’s coaches. This
eliminates any confusion caused from the discrepancy in the player lineup to the names on the jerseys.
“This is their uniform and so many fans, umpires and coaches comment on how appreciative they are of the gesture. It’s
a conversation piece,” Packanik said.
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The American Legion
Mel Baher, 1st Vice CommanderMembership Report for 2013
Quota – 580
All-time high – 583
As of November 15, 2012
• 53 Life/PUFL Members
• 29 New Members
• 8 Transfers into Post 91
• 432 Renewals
• 522 Total = 90% of quota
C. W. “Bill” Smith, 2nd Vice Commander- I wish to thank the
members who attended our Nite at the Races it was GREAT,
everyone enjoyed themselves. A special thanks to ALL who made
it possible with their volunteering to help, could not have done
it without them, Thanks Again!
UPCOMING: SUNDAY JANUARY 27, 2012- COMFORT DINNER
Serving Time 4 - 6:00 PM, menu: pork tenderloin with stuffing,
homemade mashed potatoes, corn, salad, and roll-n-butter. Cost
$6.00. Tickets will be available in canteen after Thanksgiving.
My wife and I would like to wish each and every one of you a Very
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. My you be blessed with
good health and happiness in the coming year.
Don “Flash” Vaji, Gifts for the Yanks Chairman- Hi folks where
did the year go? We are doing really well for our Gifts For The
Yanks program; so far were over $ 8;000.00; with 4 months to go.
The bus trip to Seneca casino was a huge success. Ill be setting
one up for April, watch for details in your next newsletter and
the Post bulletin board.
Stop in and support some of the activities at your Post.
I want to wish everyone a “MERRY CHRISTMAS” AND “HAPPY
NEW YEAR”.

Charity Report
Post 91 has made the following charitable
contributions for the months of August-November
2012:
Special Olympics .............................. $100
BHS Marching Band............................ $75
Grindstone PTA................................. $100
Committee for Good Schools................. $250
Berea High School.............................. $200
Middleburg Early Education Center.......... $200
Zap Entertainment............................. $225
Hospice of the Western Reserve............. $250
Berea Animal Rescue Fund................... $100
Southwest Community Health Center....... $500
Rotary Club of Berea.......................... $100
NMSS............................................. $100
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation.... $200
American Legion Post 610.................... $75
VFW Post 7647.................................. $100
Wags for Warriors ............................. $350
Alzheimer’s Association....................... $200
Greater Cleveland Fisher House............. $500
Berea Chamber of Commerce................ $50
City Mission..................................... $100
Berea Kiwanis Club............................ $50
American Legion Auxiliary Unit #83......... $150
Eastland Inn (Thanksgiving dinners)......... $100
VA Medical Hospice............................ $500
Women’s Memorial Foundation.............. $100
USABA............................................ $300
Total............................................. $4,975

Happy Holidays From Post 91
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American Legion Auxiliary
Donella Kline, President- Happy Holidays! I think that this is a special time of year. For some of us, it is the excitement of having
children or grandchildren looking forward to Santa Claus. For others, it is the excitement of finding the perfect gift for that someone
in your life. But for others, it is a very hard time of year, because they do not have their loved one(s) to share the holiday. Please
remember that a smile goes a long way-- especially as someone is jumping in front of you to get that “last” toy or to cut you off from
that parking space you have been eying for the last 2 minutes!
We continue to have initiations at our regular and executive board meetings. Please joins us – the service is short and sweet, but
hearing the meaning of the four pillars of the Auxiliary is touching.
The JDRF walk was held at the zoo again this year – It was cold and rainy but we had a great time. The Department of Ohio President
was here for the event and made the event special for me. (I got my picture taken with her.)
On Saturday, November 10th there was a free health screening at Browns Stadium for Veterans and their families. The turnout was
not great-- only about 50 people-- but it was well organized. We hope that next year we can help with the advertising to help get
more families involved.
Thank you all for your supporting the Auxiliary by purchasing a pumpkin roll (or 2 or 3). As of this newsletter, I believe that the 750
rolls have been delivered.
I hope everyone got out and voted this year – I was running late, but made it just in time.
A big THANK YOU to Sheri, Stacey, and Marianna for all of their hard work for the Children’s Halloween Party – I understand a good
time was had by all.
Thank you, Nina, for making the wonderful Hobo Stew. Thank you to all who attended--the funds raised will be used to buy nonperishables for the giving tree families.
I cannot forget to thank Vicki for organizing the Veteran’s Day luncheon at the Post.
And once again, THANK YOU, Nancy, for organizing the trip to Wade Park to visit the Veterans on the 4th and 6th floors.
But most of all, THANK YOU VETERANS!!!
Please join us in December/January for the Children’s Christmas Party, the Giving Tree, and our Spaghetti Dinner.
Our December meeting will start at 7:00 – because we have a pot luck dinner and white elephant game, and also put together 200
bags for Wade Park VA Hospital. All are welcome to join – many hands make light work!
Vicki Chainey, 1st Vice President- We hope everyone had a nice Veteran’s Day and was able to make it to the Post for lunch or dinner.
Congratulations to all the winners of the November Pick-3-Lotto, and thank you for playing. The Hobo Dinner was a success and the
proceeds will help feed a lot of families this Christmas, so thank you for attending the dinner. We hope your Thanksgiving was filled
with good food, lots of football and some special time with family and friends.
Up & Coming Events
• December 1st- Please don’t forget to help those in need by taking one or more cards off of the Giving Tree in the Post or make
a donation to the Auxiliary and we can purchase items needed.
• December 8th- Kids Christmas Party, Sign up sheet at the bar, remember to have gifts for your children wrapped with their name
on it and dropped off at the Post before the party starts.
• December 10th- The Auxiliary Christmas Party, 7pm bring a dish to share and wrapped White Elephant items for the game.
• December 25th- Merry Christmas to you and your family.
• January 1st- Happy New Year’s
• January 19th- Spaghetti Dinner, serving from 5-8 pm, there will be music at 8pm come and bring your friends and enjoy a good
time out.
As always God Bless Everyone and have a safe and fun holiday season. Don’t forget if you can, to help someone in need. Keep our
Troops safe from harm!
(continued on page 6)
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Sons of the American Legion
Chuck O’Malley, Commander- Happy Holidays. Thank You for all your Support over the past Year and we are
looking forward to a more Exciting and Prosperous New Year!
Special thanks go out to those who attended the Rib Roast and those member who help feed the Veterans in
November.
Upcoming Events and Dates
•
•
•

We plan on co-sponsoring a Casino Night Tentatively scheduled for January 26th
We will have our Annual Bear Hof Scholarship Applications available February 1st
We will also be holding our World Famous Reverse Raffle in March

We all hope you have a Wonderful Holiday Season.
Dave “Bear” Hof, Membership/Finance- HAPPY HOILDAYS FROM YOUR S.A.L.
It’s hard to believe it is that time of the year. The years go by faster & faster the older we get now.
Membership for SQUADRON 91 is at 91.47% of our Quota . We have 311 paid as of November 15th. As I said at
our November meeting , This is the most paid members we have ever had by Veterans Day . Nice job guys.
We have 10 new members since the last Newsletter.
We are the LARGEST Squadron in th13th District, but Squadron 703 wants to take that away from us. So if you
have not paid PLEASE PAY YOUR DUES. And if you have moved let MEL, Nancy, Margie, or Bear know.
Look for some fun events to come this year. Meeting are at 7:30PM on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at the
Post, try to make a couple in the New Year.

American Legion Riders
Ed “Big Ed” Leopold, Director- Well winter is Just around the corner, and the snow will be flying and you’re
A.L.R. membership dues are do. Hope you all got your rides under cover and battery being tendered. We are
in our slow time now, not too much to report. We did have one of our good Halloween Parties at the Post
everyone seemed to have a good time. I would like to thank Diana, Jerry, Kim, Janet, Jim, Matt, Gary, Joann
and Margie, if I missed anyone, I’m sorry but, would like to say what a great job, you folks should be proud of
yourself for decorations, food and all the other things it takes to put it together, Thank you again. Don’t forget
we have our breakfasts during the winter months, the 2nd and 4th Sunday, from 10:00a.m.-1:00p.m. come down
and support your local and fellow riders. May you all have a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all you
and your family, Happy New 2012.
Thursday November 29th is the Riders night to cook wings come join us. Once again I would like to thank all
who help with our functions. Sure would nice to have some new faces step up to the plate and give a hand.
Thank a vet.		
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Ladies Auxiliary (continued)
Nancy Doutt, Membership Chairman- More than half way to goal!!!
So far we’ve processed 221 senior and junior
memberships since August 1, putting us 61.5% of goal. The $25.00 Auxiliary membership makes a very thoughtful gift for a
loved one or friend.
Nancy Doutt, Community Service Chairman- The December Auxiliary meeting is usually not a meeting at all, but the filling
of the 200 ditty bags for Wade Park VA Hospital, a pot luck dinner and the white elephant game. This year we will have a
short installation of new members at 7:00 p.m., with the festivities to follow. All are welcome!
On the same night, starting at 6:30 p.m. until 9 p.m., one of our members will be displaying her Premier Design jewelry
collection. Feel free to stop up and browse during those hours, or browse and stay for the other events. All orders will be
filled in time for Christmas, so it’s a great time to do some of your holiday shopping---pick out something for a friend or make
it easy on your loved one by picking something out for yourself and letting them pay for it!! A portion of the proceeds will
benefit the Auxiliary Emergency Fund (AEF).
Giving Tree. The Berea Welfare giving tree is up in the Post canteen. Please consider taking a tag from the tree to help
make Christmas special for the less fortunate. While there are many seniors that need help, per the request of many, the
majority of tags this year are for children. Another change this year is that Berea Welfare asked that the gifts be returned
unwrapped so the families can wrap the gifts to be a part of the process. Donations of wrapping paper are also requested.
Unwrapped gifts are due back by Friday, December 7.
MSC Fundraiser. The Ohio Network for the Chemically Injured (ONCI) in support of Multiple Chemical Sensitivity (MSC)
awareness is selling $5.00 raffle tickets for the month of January 2013. You have 31 chances to win $50 or $100 for the evening
lottery drawing only and they’d make a great stocking stuff gift. Please contact Nancy at (440) 552-4713 for tickets, or Toni
at (440) 845-1888 for tickets and information about ONCI and MSC.
Plant a Row. We finally had the frost and growing season is officially over. After this newsletter it will already be time to
start your seeds for next year’s garden.
HUGE thank you’s go out to Rich Terwoord and Michal Hudak for the success of
this year’s project. Rich is our resident gardener and Post 91 member, who nurtured 846 lbs. of fresh vegetables from the
plant-a-row garden and his own garden, and Michal delivered them to three different local food pantries—SCAN, Church Street
Ministries, and Lighthouse Church pantry. Even with the drought, Richie was able to more than double the crop from 354 lbs.
last year from his hours of dedication! THANK YOU!!
Make A Difference Day & the Post 91 Dirt Bags. Post 91’s American Legion Dirt Bags baseball teams, coached by S.A.L.
members Phil Glazer and Neal Packanik, put in about 115 service hours in three weeks washing, scraping, priming and painting
one of our member’s garage and cleaning up their yard, and also helped with Berea’s community leaf raking project for the
elderly and shut-ins and have another yard clean-up scheduled. You’ve also probably seen them around the Post helping with
the Post picnic, Saturday work projects, the fish fry’s and Veterans Day, just to name a few things. Our Post backs them
in an American Legion baseball league and they like to give back. They would also appreciate some fans at their baseball
games. Watch the newsletter for more information about the teams, their jerseys, and national recognition, and watch the
canteen in the spring for their game schedules.
Sharon Krepelka, Junior Auxiliary Advisor- The Juniors are in the process of making cards and attaching candy to the cards
for 200 Veterans at Wade Park VA hospital. They have also adopted a platoon in Afghanistan. We will be sending them cards
also. There are 20 men and 5 women. The Juniors can use help with items to send. You can go to www.adoptaplatoon.org
and click on Care Package Ideas. I will put a copy of the 2 page list on a couple of the boards in the Post canteen area. Our
next meeting will be on the 1st Saturday in December (Dec. 1st.) since the Children’s Christmas Party is on the 2nd Saturday
at 1:00PM. We will finish up the cards and wrap gifts purchased by the Auxiliary for the Aristocrat. Come join us. (sheri91@
sbcglobal.net)
Sharon Krepelka, Children & Youth Chairman- The Halloween Party was a success even though we did run into some
communication problems. The children had a great time playing musical chairs. A special thank you to the Auxiliary members
who helped with the party. The next project is the Christmas Party. By the time this newsletter is out the party will be
over and hopefully everyone had a good time. If there are any parents out there who have suggestions for our children’s
parties I would love to hear them. We have Halloween, Christmas, Easter, and the family picnic. After doing this for so many
years and doing the same things every year we need some fresh ideas and who better than a parent.
Sharon Krepelka, History Chairman- This year I will be the Auxiliary Historian. If you are at a function and take pictures I
would greatly appreciate copies of your pictures. If you are an Auxiliary member who does community service outside of the
unit I would also like to hear about it. Leave me a note or send me and e-mail. I would love to hear from you.
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USO Wishbook for the Holiday Season
Gift-giving season is just around the corner. By this time, many of us
are probably on the verge of wrapping up a Christmas list or starting to
window shop for the best deals in town. But hey, it’s also the perfect
occasion to share our blessings with the U.S. troops and their families,
and interestingly, there’s no need to go far to do that thanks to USO
Wishbook.
Launched in November 2011, the USO Wishbook is a first-of-its-kind
alternative giving tool that allows supporters of U.S. troops to donate
in a more meaningful way.
“It’s the first of its kind that allows gift giving that helps America’s
servicemen and -women around the world,” Marguerite Kirst, USO
vice president of marketing, told The USA Today in a November 2011
interview. “That’s really tangible, and that’s something we really think
Americans can respond to. … They know (it) is going to help the troops
and their families.”
Some of the popular products on the USO Wishbook website include
Comfort Food Package ($15), Phone Calls Home (25), Welcome a Hero
Home ($25), Deployment Kit (15), Flight Home Comfort Kit ($60), and
Team Up With Troops ($75).
Gifts for military families include Growing Up Kit for Kids ($25), Military Spouse Appreciation Event ($75), Long
Distance Bedtime Stories ($50), and more.
Please visit www.usowishbook.uso.org to contribute.

Become a Beacon of Hope
Your Help is Urgently Needed to Support Hurricane Sandy Relief Efforts.
There are still many people who need your support post Hurricane Sandy. Getting supplies and meals and water
into affected areas is the top priority. Please consider helping by donating to one of these selfless charities
which are working tirelessly to help those still in need.
Text SANDY to 80888 and your $10 donation will be evenly split among The American Red Cross, AmeriCares and
The Salvation Army.
Make a donation at the following websites:
•
•
•
•
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AmeriCares- www.americares.org
American Red Cross- www.redcross.org/hurricane-sandy
Feed America- www.feedingamerica.org/
The Salvation Army- https://donate.salvationarmyusa.org/disaster
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From The Editor
Ron Fazekas, Editor- Well it is time for my editorial and instead of me making 50.8% of the people think that
I am wrong I would like to share a letter that was sent by a long time S.A.L. member and dear friend who has
moved away. At one time the S.A.L. kept this club going back in the 70’s and 80’s and this member was part of
that group.
Dear Ron,
Not having seen you in going on 20 years, it became necessary to drop this note concerning the Post 91
newsletter.
As an out-of-town S.A.L., the newsletter is very much appreciated. I know few of the names anymore,
but it is heart warming to read about all the activities and membership growth. The newsletter is
extremely well done and I salute all involved. But the first page I turn to read is your Editorial; to me
it’s the highlight of the newsletter. An editorial is just that, an opinion, so not all will agree; just so all
will discuss. You amaze me once in a while in that I don’t know how you can be consistently wrong on
EVERY item in an editorial, but it is great reading nonetheless!(I haven’t changed a whole lot) Don’t be
bashful –not you, with your thoughts. A little passion about some things should be welcomed to all of
us. Thank God total agreement is not necessary or even desired.
About your numbers editorial, that should wakeup a few people because some of those operating
numbers are scary.
Keep those editorials coming. Maybe offer the naysayers’ a “Letter to the Editor” page or a response
area online, but don’t drop the editorials.
Your efforts are both needed and necessary, and I thank you for them, AND I’ll let you know if you ever
get an entire editorial right!
Regards,
Lloyd Meikle
I appreciated that letter and miss the old guy so with that in mind and after reading Lloyd’s letter I see that he
has become a little senile in his old age. No I haven’t changed LOL
Have a Merry Christmas and a great New Year.
Remember Jesus is the Reason for the Season

These editorials are the opinion of the Editor and do not reflect the opinions of the members of Post 91.
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Bulletin Board

Events
December

New Membership

Sick Call
None to report

8......... Kids Christmas Party
10........ Adult Christmas Party
25........ Christmas (Post Closed)

The American Legion- Dennis Anderson,
Cammerata, Dale Caputo, San Kim, John

Taps

January

Pituch, John Price, Thomas Rienerth,

None to report

1.........
19........
26........
27........

New Years Day (Post Closed)
Spaghetti Dinner
Casino Night
Comfort Dinner

Hall Rentals
Please contact Sue Milter: Monday
though Saturday 9:00am to 5:00pm @
440-234-0091 or 440-623-6494.

Richard Burger, Leonard Brodnik, Glen

William Smith, Edward Stephan, Douglas
Tilden, Kenneth Zikursh
American

Legion

Auxilary-

Nancy

Jirousek, Melinda Nice, Sheryl White

Membership & Info
Please call 440-234-0091 or visit our
website: www.postbythelake.org.

Sons of the American Legion- Thomas
Zak, Brain Thomas, Zack

Thomas,

Brendan Zepp, Robert Becker, Adam
White, Chris Butler, David Whalen, John
Whalen, Robert Whalen, David Roth
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