April/May 2013

Commander’s Corner

Fellow Legionnaires & Members of Post 91,

Greetings to everyone and yes spring is going to come. I hope everyone is doing well.
There are several events coming up in the next two months, so remember to check out the calendars so you don’t miss
anything. Remember June/July issue will be on line only or e-mailed, so go to the Post web site and get signed up to
receive it.
Take the time to stop down at the Post and enjoy a great meal prepared by Jamie. Remember the Legion Riders are still
cooking breakfast every other Sunday. I hope to see you at the Post, so come down and enjoy the festivities.
Don’t be afraid to ask if there is anything you can do to help. We need all our members to get involved and participate
in the events. There is a sign up for the men’s color guard, if you are interested please sign up. Check the sign up board
for the monthly work party, it happens on the second Saturday of the month and your help is welcome. Any member,
Blue Caps, Auxiliary, S.A.L., Legion Riders, can volunteer for any event or work party and if you want, bring a friend.
Besides I will cook breakfast for you.
To the Blue Cap members, it is time to elect new officers, executive board and delegates. Second Vice Commander (you
are in charge of organizing the events that take place at the Post throughout the year), then first Vice commander, (you do
the membership drive of renewal, new, and transfers from other Post memberships) and then Commander. The members
who are elected and appointed are the ones that help keep our great Post up and running throughout the year. Please
attend the meetings on the second Thursday of each month.
Deneen and I were in Oklahoma and watched Matt graduate from basic training. It was excellent and overwhelming at
times. It put into perspective the enormous demands that are asked of our military. It also made me realize the emotions
I put my parents through when I went into the military, the pride and the worries that come with it.
I hope to see many of you down at the Post throughout the year. Remember to take the time to get involved at your
Post. It is truly a beautiful venue. Remember if given the chance; thank a Vet or active military person.

For God and Country,

Tony Mazzeo
Post By The Lake Newsletter
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An Aging American Legion Fights for Relevancy
ELGIN, Ill. — At first glance, the humble American Legion Post 57 just off Liberty Street in this tired river town near
Chicago seems like a perfect slice of Americana — careworn, cozy and forever preserved in the amber of its ale and
old-timey, wood-paneled charm.
Portraits of past commanders line a wall at American Legion Post 57 in Elgin, Ill., which is struggling with finances
and declining membership.
But with the Elgin post’s membership nose-diving to roughly 750 members today from a high of 1,200 members in the
1980s, post officials said they were fighting to remain relevant and financially solvent.
On a recent morning, as a few veterans in their 60s huddled at the bar, drinking beer and awaiting the chicken fried
steak luncheon special, the Post 57 commander, Norman Bellows, frowned over a handwritten message taken from
an early-morning phone call. An auxiliary member of the post had died, he said, an all-too-frequent event given that
some of the legion’s most loyal members are World War II veterans, 640 of whom die each day, according to the
Department of Veterans Affairs.
“The younger veterans are so busy with work and raising their families, they don’t think they have the time to get
involved with the legion,” said Mr. Bellows, 76, a Korean War veteran and retired truck driver.
This month Mr. Bellows was heartened after the local City Council finally approved the post’s request to install five
video poker machines — “entertainment” that is expected to generate desperately needed extra revenue to help
the post pay its bills, which include about a $4,000 monthly tab for maintenance of the spacious 14,000-square-foot
building.
The Elgin post’s struggles are reflected at American Legion halls across the United States, where the enemies these
days are old age, apathy and budget deficits. Long serving as hometown hubs where veterans and nonveterans alike
gathered for beer, bingo and camaraderie, many American Legion posts have grown quieter, with total membership
nationwide down 11 percent since 2000, to less than 2.4 million members in 2012. The legion has also seen a decline
in the number of operating posts, dropping from 14,700 posts in 2000 to just under 13,800 this year, officials said.
According to Joe March, a spokesman at the American Legion headquarters in Indianapolis, officials are confident
that the membership decline can be reversed, and they have recently begun a campaign to bring the legion’s ranks
back up to three million members by its 100th anniversary in 2019. While many service organizations are struggling
to survive the ravages of an aging membership, Mr. March is hopeful that the legion’s post-World War II glory days
can be realized again, especially given that there are 22.7 million veterans nationwide, most of whom are eligible
for membership.
Continued on Page 7

Newsletter to be sent out in E-mail format
beginning in the June-July edition.
Because the cost of putting out a newsletter is now exceeding $1,000 an issue we will
begin sending out our newsletters electronically in June 2013. Please go to our website postbythelake.org
and on the right column you will see a place to subscribe to our newsletter please click on the link to add
your e-mail address into our database. We will still print up a few hundred and they will be available for pick
up at the Post home for members who do not have computers. Also the newsletter is always available on our
web site. Currrently we have 40 out of 1300 members signed up... if you have any problems with setting this
up please contact the Post.

www.postbythelake.org
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The American Legion
Mel Baher, 1st Vice CommanderMembership Report for March 2013
Quota – 580
All-time high – 583 (16 CONSECUTIVE YEARS)
As of March 16, 2013
• 52 Life/PUFL Members
• 31 New Members
• 24 Transfers into Post 91
• 499 Renewals into Department
• 606 Total = 104.48% of quota
I have sixty-five (65) cards remaining for members paid for 2012 but
NOT PAID for 2013 as of this report.
C. W. “Bill” Smith, 2nd Vice Commander- Well we are rounding third
headed home for this membership year, I hope you have enjoyed this
years programs. I want to thank all who have supported the functions
this year. Also a big thank you to all of the volunteers without you we
could not have done it. Please be sure and check out the Calendar
for the other events.
UPCOMING:		
MONDAY APRIL 8th, 4:05 PM INDIANS HOME OPENER
Join us in the canteen for the game.
SUNDAY MAY 12th MOTHERS DAY BREAKFAST
Mothers eat free. There are door prizes for the Mothers. Serving time
10:00 AM till 1:00 PM.
SATURDAY May 25th, 2013
Decorating of graves at Woodvale Cemetery for Memorial Day.
MONDAY MAY 27th, 2013
Memorial Day services 8:00 AM at Adams Street Cemetery and then
Memorial services at Woodvale Cemetery at 9:00 AM. The parade,
downtown Berea, steps off at 10:30 AM. Following the parade
hamburgers and hot dogs will be served at the Post.
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Don ‘Flash’ Vaji Gifts For TheYanks
Chairman- Hi folks, well another year
has gone by and its time to send in the
monies we’ve collected for the Gift For
The Yank’s program this year. We will be
sending in $ 20,173.91. I want to thank
each and every one of you for supporting
me in this worthwhile cause. Remember
this money stays in our area to help the
hospitalized vets. It’s another record
breaker. THANK YOU.
There will be a meeting on Thursday
April 18th at 6: 00 PM. in the Canteen
for the Seneca bus trip at that time
you will receive your luggage tags and
itinerary.
Spring is here, so don’t forget to wash
your car at Berea laser wash located on
West Bagley. Enter code 00910 for you
Post membership discount $3:00 off any
wash.
Don Keller, Color Guard Captain- The
color guard is alive and well. Thanks to
the S.A.L. for carrying the load for so
many years. I am still new to Post 91 but
I am convinced that what I have heard
from many of the members is that “we
want and need an honor/color guard.
Being a USAF veteran (1982-90) and new
at the Post, I have never been able to
find and organization to get plugged
into, I have found that this has got to be
the best Post on the North Coast! There
is a lot of pride and honor here at Post
91 and I am trying to schedule a one
hour introduction and brain storming
session to rebuild the color guard. You
can direct any questions to me at 440668-0953. I was thinking about getting
together on Sunday afternoons around
1PM. More details to follow.

American Legion Auxiliary
Donella Kline, President- Happy Spring! As I am writing
this I see beautiful blue skies and I am longing to leave
the office and take Annabelle and Dixie for a hike in the
park. It will not be long now until we smell fresh cut
grass, one of my favorite signs of Spring.

Vicki Chainey, 1st Vice President- I want to thank the

It is hard to believe that my year as President is coming
to a close. It has been an interesting and most of
the time a rewarding experience. The Auxiliary is an
awesome group of strong and hard working women. I
have enjoyed our initiations because I have been able to
meet many of our members who normally I would not
meet. So I thank everyone who has made the effort to
participate in the initiations this past year. I hope that
this tradition will continue.

do, and the kids had a great time. The Auxiliary hopes

April and May bring the Garage Sale, the Flower Sale,
Mother’s Day, and Memorial Day. If you have time the
Saturday before Memorial Day try and help place Flags
on Veteran’s graves. It is a great experience.
I wanted to share some feedback from Wade Park
regarding the “Christmas Bags” we filled in December.
The Veteran’s loved the Christmas material Ditty Bags!
They were so festive and they felt like they were opening
Christmas presents! A big THANK YOU goes out to Linda
Van Duyn who made all 200 ditty bags and suggested
that we (she) use Christmas material.
For God and Country.
Nancy Doutt, Community Service Chairman- The 13th
District Junior Conference will be Sunday, April 14th, at
Post 610 on Sheldon Rd. in Brook Park, with registration
and lunch from noon to 1 p.m., and the conference at
1:00 p.m. All Juniors and guests welcome!
Ladies, we will be preparing all of our annual reports
during the month of April. If you have not already
reported any of your volunteer activities to me including
type of activity, hours spent, and money or items
donated, please call me as soon as possible so your hard
work can be included in our reports. From something as
small as saving Box Tops for Education and Campbell’s
soup labels, to volunteering in your children’s classroom,
to volunteering at the hospital or animal shelter. I’m sure
every one of you has performed one kind of “random act
of kindness” or another. I’d like to hear about it. Please
call me at (440) 552-4713.

Ladies Auxiliary

for all their help on the Fish Fry’s,

Casino Night & the children’s Easter Bunny Luncheon.
The kids Easter luncheon was full of lots of fun things to
everyone had a nice Easter with their family and friends,
and if you purchased a strudel we hope you enjoyed it
as well.
Up & Coming Events:
April 28th: Items for the Garage Sale can be dropped off
Sun. April 28th, through Wednesday May 1st,proceeds go
to the Auxiliary Scholarship Fund.
May 2nd: Garage Sale starts 9am-5pm and Sat. May 4th
from 9am-2pm.
May 9th-12th: Flower & Vegetable Sale, 10am til 5pm,
so plan your gardens out now, and remember to buy a
hanging basket for that special Mother & Wife.
May 12th: “HAPPY

MOTHER’S

DAY” breakfast 10am -

1pm, Mother’s eat free.
May 25th: Decorate graves with flags, if you would like
to help check for times at the Post.
May 27th: Memorial Day, starts with a continental
breakfast, a parade and the ceremony in the center
of Berea. Make sure to get your Poppy from one of our
Junior Auxiliary members on the parade route.
Keep everyone in your prayers and thoughts. God Bless.
Nancy Doutt, Membership Chairman- As of the writing
of this article, the Auxiliary is only 12 members away
from reaching goal!

We’re currently at 96.65%.

Just

a reminder that if you sponsored a Junior, they do not
receive dues reminders from the National Auxiliary, so
you can pay their $5.00 dues any time.

www.postbythelake.org
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Sons of the American Legion
Chuck O’Malley, Commander- The ‘Bear’ Hof Annual Scholarship committee is looking for eligible students, bound for
Post secondary education. The scholarship named for our long time Squadron and District Treasurer Dave “Bear” Hof will
be awarded in the early summer.
Thanks to everyone who worked on the annual Reverse Raffle. I am sure everyone had a great time!
We hold elections for officers at our April Meeting to be held on April 10th. Please attend and let your vote count
To receive updates of these and all SAL events; Join our Facebook Page: Sons of the American Legion-Squadron 91-Berea,
Ohio.
We also hope that you have a very safe and warm spring.
Dave ‘Bear” Hof, Membership/Finance- This has been a very good year for the S.A.L. Unit 91. We are 15 members over
Quota. Membership is at 355, putting us way ahead of the other Squadrons in the 13th District.
We have 33 new or rejoining members this year. The word must be out about our Post, how good the food, canteen, and
most of all the members are. We have more activities than other Posts I’ve heard about.
Don’t forget to let MEL, NANCY, MARGIE, or BEAR know your new ADDRESS.

American Legion Riders
Keith Szuch, ALR Director- Hello to everyone! This is my first new letter contribution since the January election. I will
keep it short and sweet. I am not afraid to say that I am a bit apprehensive taking over for Ed as director as I have some
rather big shoes to fill, literally as well as figuratively. Thank you for the support that you showed in me to put me in this
position, I hope I don’t disappoint everyone.
As most of you know we have a new Assistant Director in Doug Grover, who by the way was one of the founding fathers
so to speak of the Riders here at Post 91. It is nice to see that after a little time away he has decided to become active
again. Doug is working on a newsletter himself that he is going to send out to those with e-mail addresses, so those who
cannot make meetings are up on our events and planned rides. We have Bob Poveroni returning as Road Capitan, the man
puts a lot of work into his ride schedule. Joann Kotels returns as secretary and a mighty fine one she is. Margie returns
as treasurer and Gary Kotels as Historian, I would like to see those of you that have camera phones or even cameras take
some pictures at the events you are able to attend send them to me or Gary so he can get them in the album. Reason
being is even though he is the Historian; he would like to participate in the events. So this will make his job somewhat
easier. We also have Matt Herron as our Judge Advocate and John Prunella as our Sgt. at Arms. Thank you to Todd for
the job he did for us . Last but not least Ed is the new Membership Representative. I am happy he is there as I will lean
on him a bit while I learn to drive this bus.
Oh yes, that means I will actually be riding this summer. Speaking of riding, we will kick off the riding season with the
Rally for the Troops on Sunday April 28th. That means we will be done cooking breakfast on April 14th for the year. We
are also going to do our annual pig roast and the Halloween party. Dr. Feelgood dropped me a line and said he will be
attending this year, and he hopes to see everyone there this year as well. That is just a few things we have in store for
the year. So I will end with I hope everyone is as excited as I am about the upcoming year, it will be interesting if not fun.
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Post 91 Garage Sale
The annual Post 91 garage sale will be Thursday, May 2nd,
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Saturday, May 4th, from 9 a.m. to
2 p.m. Donations can be dropped off in the Post hall from
Sunday, April 28th, through Wednesday, May 1st, during regular
canteen hours. All proceeds from the garage sale are given out
in scholarships. Scholarship applications are available at Post
91, Berea and Midpark High Schools, or by request at (440) 5524713. The scholarship is available to any member or relative
(any age) of a Post 91 member living in Cuyahoga County. Funds
may be applied to trade school, community college, junior
college, business college, college, university, nurses training, or
other chosen field beyond high school. Scholarship application
deadline is April 15, 2013.

Charity Report
Post 91 has made the following charitable contributions for the
months of November 2012-April 2013:
American Legion Baseball................................ $2500
Boys State................................................... $1200
Louis Schmidt grant........................................ $500
Berea Post prom........................................... $200
West Denison Baseball League........................... $200
Girl Scout Troop 70607.................................... $52.50
Berea City Club............................................. $100
Salvation Army............................................. $100
Auxiliary Unit 91........................................... $75
Berea Kiwanis Club........................................ $175
Cleveland Chief Petty Officers Association............ $100
American Legion 13th District........................... $100
Gifts For The Yanks Program............................. $20,173.91
Wags 4 Warriors............................................ $300
VA Hospice.................................................. $500
Total......................................................... $26,276.41

19th Annual Bus Trip
On Saturday March 9th we had our 19th annual
bus trip where we visited American Legion
Posts in Millersburg, Massillon, Wooster and
Wadsworth. This year we had a full bus of 54
people and this trip sold out in 1 week. We
had a good day of gambling and ate plenty of
food at every Post. We had our favorite bus
driver Judy who got us to our destinations
safely and on time. I would like to thank
Gayle and Sue for making bloody mary’s for
the morning drive and sandwiches for our
return trip. Also thank you to Marianna and
her crew for making us breakfast at the Post
so we had a full belly to begin our trip. Now I
am preparing for our 20th year of having these
bus trips. I hope to have something special for
this trip.

St. Patrick’s Day 2013
Ron Fazekas, Post 91’s Leprechaun- I would like to thank everyone who
attended our annual St. Patrick’s Day party. It looked like everyone was
having a good time. The bartenders, Sue, Gayle, Sandy and Bones
did a great job keeping up with the drink orders. Sandy Masie, Val,
Kaylin, and Emily Leopold, did a great job in making sure that
everyone had their food timely. I would like to personally thank
the kitchen help Flash, Tim Milter, Tim Monahan, and George.
Also major kudos to Jamie for spending all week cooking
552 lbs of corned beef.. Also again The atmosphere was
outstanding and everyone was singing and dancing to the
sounds of our DJ but now the word is out that we have
the best corned beef in Berea, so we will see you at next
year’s party. Monday March 17th 2014.

www.postbythelake.org
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Featured Story (continued)
“It’s true we are losing our World War II comrades, who are going to what I call the ‘post everlasting,’ and we are regretful
of that,” Mr. March said. “They were the greatest generation. But now, the younger veterans need to pick up the gauntlet
and continue the tradition.”
Mark Sutton, a spokesman for the American Legion Department of Michigan, said that while it was important for the
organization to continue offering community outreach programs like Boys Nation, a civic and leadership program in
Washington whose alumni include former President Bill Clinton, a drastic overhaul of the legion’s public image was long
overdue.
“For many of the younger veterans, when they think of the American Legion, they picture the building on the corner
where the old guys go to drink beer,” said Mr. Sutton, whose state’s membership is down from 100,000 members in 1994
to 86,000 members in 2012.
While many posts have lost membership in the past few decades as veterans of World War II and the Korean War have
died, legion officials said that many leadership roles were now being embraced by veterans of the Vietnam and Persian
Gulf wars, who are reviving the organization with their energy and with technical skills that can be used for recruitment
via social networking sites like Facebook and Twitter.
Nonetheless, Mr. Sutton said the legion needed to do a better job of getting the word out that it was there to help
veterans with things like filing medical claims and applying for Veterans Affairs loans and G.I. Bill benefits — regardless
of whether the post has an actual building or not.
“I know we have some growing pains, but the mission of the organization is sound, and it’s all a matter of changing the
public’s perspective,” Mr. Sutton said.
Legion officials say they are encouraged by growth in some areas, like Post 24 in Alexandria, Va., and Post 459 in Grand
Rapids, Mich., which are experiencing a surge of interest from younger veterans.
Still, money and members are in short supply at legion halls in many rural communities, like Burlington Junction, Mo.,
which is home to Rolla Dicks Post 315.
In February, the collapse of a damaged wall in the century-old building that had served as the American Legion hall there
since the 1940s reduced it to rubble, said Sheriff Darren White of Nodaway County.
The building was empty, and no one was hurt, Sheriff White said. In the days after the collapse, veterans and volunteers
managed to retrieve decades of local history from the wreckage, including scores of high school class portraits dating to
the 1930s.
Residents with memories of all the graduation parties, weddings and funerals they had attended over the years at the old
hall — not to mention the legendary ham and bean dinners — were unwilling to let their local post die.
Sheriff White said that within weeks of the building’s collapse, residents had rallied together and raised $100,000 to build
a new community center, which will be run by a nonprofit group and will serve as a new home to the legion post and
other service organizations by this summer.
“In this county, we have all these little agricultural farming towns with populations under 500 people,” he said. “At the
legion hall, everyone can come together and feel like they’re part of one family. It helps keep this community alive.”
A version of this article appeared in print on March 17, 2013, on page A17 of the New York edition with the headline: An
Aging American Legion Fights for Relevancy.
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From The Editor
Ron Fazekas, Editor- Well how does it feel to be in the middle class of this great
country? I would imagine 99.8% of you reading this newsletter are considered
middle class. Our President keeps telling us he is for the middle class and is going
after the evil rich people. But so far since he has been in office I have seen my
taxes go up, my medical expenses go up and even my tanning expenses have gone
up. In fact one of the first items that got taxed under the Affordable Health Care
Act was a surcharge on tanning booths. Almost sounds racist to me but that is
another editorial. Also I just found out today that your veterinarian expenses are
going up because medical equipment and supplies will be going up in tax costs
and will be passed on to the customers?
Every time there is a hint of cutting costs, such as the Sequester, the rhetoric
out of Washington is this will affect the Police, Fire and Teachers the most. What
about the computer technician, payroll clerks and other non union folks. They are
middle class also.
During his second inaugural address the President painted a picture of a nation
that boosted its middle class.

Gulf War Syndrome,
Other Illnesses Among
Veterans may be due
to Toxic Environments
To read the entire article, please
visit this link provided by the Ohio
Network for the Chemically Insured:
ht t p://w w w.h u f f i n g t o n P o s t.
c o m / 2 0 13 / 0 2 / 0 7/g u l f- w a rsyndrome-veterans_n_2634838.
html?view=print&comm_ref=false

Salute to Women of
the Military

Three-fifths of the jobs created during the economic recovery were low-wage,
according to an October study from the National employment Law Project. While
most of the jobs lost during the recession paid middle-class wages.

The Indians are again saluting all
women of the military at their
game against the Minnesota Twins
on Sunday, June 23rd , at 1:05
p.m.
If you’d like to attend,
please contact Nancy Doutt by
April 30th , at (440) 552-4713.

Nearly everybody in Washington knows that the deal to avert the fiscal cliff does
practically nothing to fix the government’s spending-revenue mismatch or to
begin closing huge annual deficits. So pulling in a bit more revenue at least keeps
the problem from getting even worse and it does so before the payroll tax cut
starts to feel permanent, and harder to roll back.

Cpl. Brad Squires
Memorial Fundraiser

But the reality is that America isn’t a much better place for the middle class than
it was four years ago, and there’s still a long way to go before the nation’s middle
class sees any improvement.

Perhaps most importantly, reverting to the higher payroll withholding signals that
the middle class isn’t as important as the President and other politicians want
to make it seem. The President, of course, has vowed not to raise middle-class
taxes, but he also knows that there’s no way to truly solve the big budget issues
without doing so. That’s the conclusion of nearly every credible expert who has
examined the problem.
It’s possible that the President can serve another four years before the debt
problem becomes so acute that it’s imperative to raise middle-class taxes. So he
may be able to serve two terms and say he fulfilled that campaign pledge. But
doing so might make the whole debt problem far worse and weaken the economy
much more than necessary. The middle-class folks the President seeks to protect
might end up better off if he broke that promise sometime soon.
I understand all politicians lie but it really bothers me when the highest office
in the land along with the White House staff, has to still continue to lie to the
American people to save face. Whatever happened to “Man Up”?
These editorials are the opinion of the Editor and
do not reflect the opinions of the members of Post 91.

Help raise money for the Fallen
Heroes Memorial in Middleburg
Hts., academic scholarships, youth
sports teams, and contributing
to the community by attending
the Cpl. Brad Squires Memorial
fundraiser on Friday, April 26th,
from 6 to 9 p.m., at Scoundrels
in Berea, 826 Front Street, Berea.
Cost is $25 per ticket (or 2 tickets
for $45 in advance only). There
will be a silent auction, 50/50
raffle, sideboards, and a bucket
of booze. For advance tickets,
call (216) 905-2137, (216) 905-8669,
or (216) 856-4947, or they can be
purchased at the door.

www.postbythelake.org
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Bulletin Board

Events

New Membership

Sick Call

April

The American Legion- Joseph Epperson,
Andrew Kiefer, Raymond Gregorius,
John R. Calvey

Annie Gannon, Barb Maier, Linda
Tobel, Russ Tobel, Tom Norton, Gerrie
Grospitch, Barb Maier

American Legion Auxilary- Janet Koch,
Beverly Lozori, Joan Rienerth, Alexis
Thomas

Taps

8......... Indians Home Opener
28........ Rally For The Troops

May

2,4.......
9-12......
12........
25........
27........

Garage Sale
Auxiliary Flower Sale
Mother’s Day Breakfast
Woodvale Graves Decoration
Memorial Day Ceremonies

Hall Rentals
Please contact Sue Milter: Monday
though Saturday 9:00am to 5:00pm @
440-234-0091 or 440-623-6494.

Sons of the American LegionChristopher
Cameron,
Daniel
Wiechowski, Michael Sarko, James
Kemp, Robert Ditlevson, Mark Dunkel,
David Dare, Allen Peculis

None to Report

Membership & Info
Please call 440-234-0091 or visit our
website: www.postbythelake.org.
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