June/July 2013

Commander’s Corner

Fellow Legionnaires & Members of Post 91,

Hello to everyone. Well I will be the one to tell you ---- yes I was elected as Commander at our May membership
meeting. I accept with honor. Thank you to the membership for nominating me and voting me in. Congratulations
to Darrell Stewart, elected 1st Vice Commander, Don “Flash” Vaji, elected 2nd Vice Commander, Jeff Myers,
elected adjunct, and Ron Fazekas, elected Finance Officer. I want to thank Mel Baher and C.W. “Bill” Smith for
their dedication and help during the past year.
Mother’s Day breakfast went well. I want to personally thank Don “Flash” Vaji, Len Novak, Frank Whalen, Ron
Nebesar, and Ron Fazekas for helping and doing a great job. The Post has many events that will be taking place
in the coming months, so make sure you look at the calendars. If you’re reading this issue then you have signed
up on line. Thank you. I am sure we will have many more asking how and signing up after this issue.
At the time of this writing we are planning the Memorial Day events. It will be a busy morning starting in front
of the Post with a ceremony, Adams Street cemetery ceremony, Woodvale cemetery ceremony, Berea’s parade,
McKelvey Park ceremony all finished by noon and then topped off with the Post’s cook out. A special thanks to
George Masie who organizes all the events for the day and to Greg Brulz who organizes the flags being put on
veterans graves at several cemeteries throughout the Berea area.
Let’s get ready to a great summer. Remember Flag Day in June and the ceremony that the Post has. It is very
moving. Hope to see you there. If you are given the chance; thank a Veteran or active military person.

For God and Country,

Tony Mazzeo
Post By The Lake Newsletter
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13 Surprising July 4th
Facts You Probably
Don’t Know
What better way to kick off the Fourth of July
than with a little Independence Day trivia.
Let’s take a look at 10 surprising facts,
guaranteed to be excellent conversation
starters at this July 4th weekend’s celebratory
barbecue.
1. The Fourth of July was officially declared a
national holiday until 1941.
2. Not all members of the Continental Congress
were in favor of making the Declaration of Independence official, but those that were, were die-hard. Apparently
one man rode 80 miles to Philadelphia on horseback to break a tie in support of our nation’s freedom.
3. An estimated $211 million has been spent importing fireworks to the U.S. from China, representing the bulk of
all U.S. fireworks imports. U.S. exports of fireworks, came to just $37 million in 2010, with Japan purchasing more
than any other country ($6.3 million).
4. Although we do not have a fixed menu for the celebration of the Fourth, you can almost count on traditional
favorites such as hamburgers and hot dogs, chicken, ribs, garden salads, potato salad, chips and watermelon.
Following is a summary of where these foods come from:
•

There is a 1 in 4 chance that one of the hot dogs or sausages you consume this 4th of July weekend
originated in Iowa.

•

There’s a 1-in-6 chance the beef on your backyard grill came from Texas. The Lone Star State is the
leader in the production of cattle and calves.

•

The chicken on your barbecue grill probably came from one of the top broiler-producing states: Georgia,
Arkansas, Alabama, North Carolina and Mississippi.

•

The lettuce in your salad or on your hamburger probably was grown in California, which accounts for
nearly three-quarters of USA lettuce production.

•

Fresh tomatoes in your salad most likely came from Florida or California, which, combined, produced
more than two-thirds of U.S. tomatoes. The ketchup on your hamburger or hot dog probably came from
California, which accounts for 95 percent of processed tomato production.

•

As to potato salad or potato chips or fries, Idaho and Washington produces about one-half of the
nation’s spuds.

•

For dessert, six states — California, Florida, Texas, Georgia, Arizona and Indiana — combined to produce
about 80 percent of watermelons last year.

•

And the apples in your apple pie? They most likely came from Washington or New York, the two top
apple producing states.
Continued on Page 7
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The American Legion
Darrell Stewart, 1st Vice Commander- Hello Post 91 members, My name is Darrell Stewart and I have just been
elected to be your 1st Vice Commander. I’ve been a member of Post 91 for many years. Started out as an S.A.L.
member and then I joined the Marines. I’ve been a blue cap for 22 years. I know most of you down here and you
know me (please don’t hold that against me).
I will do my best serving as your 1st Vice Commander; I have good people behind me that will make sure I make the
right choices. My door is open if anybody has any questions or concerns. Again I’m looking forward to the opportunity
to help keep this Post the best ever.
Don ‘Flash’ Vaji , 2nd Vice Commander- Hi everyone, I’ll be your 2nd Vice Commander this year. Thanks to C.W.
Smith for everything For last year. I’ll do my best.
The Mothers Day breakfast was May 11th and we had a nice turn out. The food was delicious. Thanks to all the
volunteers Tony Mazzeo, Ron Fazekas, Ron Nebesar, Len Novak, Bill Gannon and Frank Whalen. Also thanks goes out
to Mikes Bar and Grille for the gift certificates. Steve Schulz for donating the flower baskets. An anonymous donator
of the chocolate wine.
The bus trip to Seneca was a fun time for all, some more than others. I’m planning a trip for October 18th- 19th.
Which is a Friday and Saturday. Sign ups starts on July 14th. More info later.
Come on down to the Post and watch Berea’s 4th of July fireworks show from our parking lot. There will be food
and drinks available and lots of fun.
The family picnic will be in August. No date yet Info. Coming soon. Check the Post bulletin board. Lets have a good
year.
I’m also still handling the Gifts For The Yanks Program and we had a great year and now we are off to another year
and it is looking good.
Thank you all for your support.

Sign up for Digital Deliverly
Because the cost is now exceeding $1,000 an
issue we are now sending out our newsletters
via email.
Please go to our website postbythelake.org
and on the right column you will see a place
to subscribe to our newsletter. Please click on
the link to add your e-mail address into our
database.
We will still print up a few hundred and they
will be available for pick up at the Post home for
members who do not have computers. Also the
newsletter is always available on our website
at www.postbythelake.org/newsletter. If you
have any problems please contact the Post.
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American Legion Auxiliary
Donella Kline, President- Summer is finally here, and with it brings many
activities.
We started with Memorial Day – decorating graves with Flags, preparing
breakfast for those participating in the parade, attending services at Adams
Street Cemetery, Woodvale Cemetery, and downtown Berea. I hope you were
able to make it to one of these ceremonies, each one is very moving!
Then there is Flag Day, the Father’s Day breakfast, the 13th District Convention,
the Department of Ohio Convention, the 4th of July, the pajama walk fundraiser,
and the Post picnic. It will be a very busy summer indeed.
Thank you to the Blue Caps for a wonderful Mother’s day breakfast.

Vicki Chainey, 1st Vice President- Thank
you to everyone that helped dropped off
items or made a purchase at the garage sale.
It was a great success again and that means
we will be able to handout more then one
scholarship again this year, thank you all.
Even though the weather was very much
on the cold side this year, the flower sale
turned out great, so thanks to all that
bought we only had a few flowers left to
take back. Now sit back and watch those
gardens grow.
Up & Coming Events:

Thank you to all who helped with the garage sale, and/or the Flower sale. Thank
you also to all who supported these fundraisers. We were successful because of
you!! I wanted to THANK all of the 2012/2013 Officers. It has been a successful
year and I appreciate all that you do! The changes in officers for the 2013/2014
year are Sgt-at-Arms – Barb Miller and Chaplain – Sheri Krepelka. Congratulations!

June 16th Father’s Day Breakfast, 10-1 pm.
Father’s eat free, all others pay a small fee.
door prizes and a wagon raffle. Bring the
family down to the Post and enjoy the day
with them.

Annette (Anne) Gannon and Barb Meier you will be missed. Thank you for all you
did to help the Auxiliary and our Veterans!

July 4th Fireworks Display, food served from
6 pm to 10 pm, come early for a good spot
to see the fireworks, see you then.

Nancy Doutt, Membership Chairman- We made it! Our Unit reached goal in
May and is actually currently 4 over at 101.14%. Thank you to all who renewed, or
recruited new members through your promotion of our service to our veterans,
their families and the community. Our membership drive is dormant now until
August 1, when we will begin paying our 2014 dues. Even though the national
Auxiliary raised the dues last year, our Unit dues will remain at $25 again for
seniors (18 and over) and $5 for Juniors (under 18). You are our best advertising!

As the year has come to and end, I would like
to thank all of you for your show of support
in all of the Ladies Auxiliary fund raising
events, we could not give the help to those
that need it without your support. We look
forward to your continued support in the
new year to come. Thank You.

Nancy Doutt, Community Service Chairman- With a new Auxiliary year starting, it’s time to start from scratch recording your
volunteer hours. No fancy form is needed—you just need to keep a running tally of what you do. On a slip of paper with your name
on it, write down your activity, how much time you spent doing it, if you spent any money, or donated any items, and that’s it! If
your service helped someone else, you can include that you helped 12 children, or 2 Veterans, etc. You can turn in your notes in my
Post mailbox on a monthly basis so you don’t misplace them, or you can even give me a call at (440) 552-4713 to let me know what
you did, and I’ll write it down for you! No random act of kindness is too small to report. Did you take a neighbor to the doctor;
volunteer in your grandchild’s classroom; do you save ring pull tabs, Campbell’s labels, old cell phones or eyeglasses; do you sing in
the shower or the National Anthem at a baseball game; did you vote or write your congressman about a current issue; donate school
supplies or help at a children’s party; visit someone in the hospital or nursing home; or walk, run, ride, swim or bowl for a charity?
The possibilities are endless and so are our volunteer hours. We know we have 363 wonderful women and children who do great
things for which they do not want recognition. Please share with me and make me cry and beam with pride at the same time. Please
call me at (440) 552-4713.
Thank you to everyone who helped/donated/purchased at the garage sale. We raised enough money to provide scholarships to the
following applicants: Jaclyn Thomason, Morgan Draves, Mary Morgan and Dillon Blevins! Congratulations!!!
The annual pajama walk benefitting Berea Animal Rescue will be Friday, August 9th. We will meet at the Post for burger night at 7:00
p.m. Shirts will be provided, but you must wear some kind of pajama bottoms and slippers or sandals. If you’d like to participate,
please call Nancy at (440) 552-4713 by July 31, with your name, phone number and shirt size.
The annual Brad Squires 9th Memorial Golf Outing will be on Saturday, August 10th, at Dorlon Golf Club in Columbia Station. Cost is
$90 for the outing or $25 for the dinner only. To reserve a spot, call (216) 856-4947, (216) 905-8669, or (216) 905-2137.
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Sons of the American Legion
Chuck O’Malley, Commander- The Bear Hof Annual Scholarship committee is reviewing all scholarship applications. Thank
You for all of you who applied. The scholarship named for our long time Squadron and District Treasurer Dave “Bear” Hof
will be awarded in the early summer.
Our New Officers for this year are:
Treasurer – Bear Hof
1st Vice – Jim Matej
2nd Vice – Andy Leopold
Historian – Frank Whalen
Sergeant at Arms – Charlie O’Malley
Adjutant – Doug Bloch
Commander – Chuck O’Malley
Thanks To Tim Monahan and Steve Leopold for their years of dedication.
Please join us in supporting the Dirtbags American Legion Tournament to be held in June.
We also hope that you have a very safe and warm summer
Dave ‘Bear’ Hof, Finance/Membership Chairman- Our membership year is over as of the end of April. All unpaid cards
have been sent back to Department in Columbus along with the reports and donations to the State charities. We end the
2013 year with 361 paid members, this is “ALL-TIME HIGH’ for Squadron 91 and is the largest in the 13th District and the
best.
New membership cards should be in my hands by the first of July, and renewal notices will be sent out then. Dues are
$25 but if you pay before Veterans Day, November 11, 2013, you can save $5.00 and be an EARLY BIRD.
Have you changed your address? PLEASE let us know so we can update the computer mailing list at the Post.

American Legion Riders
Keith Szuch, ALR Director- Wow, I can’t believe it is newsletter time again. As you all know we have stopped cooking
breakfast on Sundays for the summer as the time of year has come to start riding again, we will resume cooking again
in October. I would like to thank all of the members and their friends that came down and ate breakfast; you made it a
huge success. Thank you again. I would like to also like thank our breakfast crews, affectionately known as the “A Team”
and “B Team”, for all of the hard work and dedication they put in to make this happen. I hope to see all of them return
when the next cooking season begins. We also finished up with Friday fish fry’s, my second year at helping with that and
boy does it get crazy back there, but fun. We had a good group that volunteered for the work crew, thank you to all
of you. I would like to also thank those that stepped up and helped out on the last fish fry when we were going to be
shorthanded. I actually had so many willing to help I turned some of them down. I hope the next time I need volunteers
I get the same response .This group makes me proud to lead them .
We started riding on April 28th with the “Rally for the Troops” ride. There was a pleasant turn out of riders that braved
the rain to ride their bikes and no I was not one of them. But I should be on a few rides this summer. We are in full swing
planning our events for the upcoming season, so we will keep everyone posted on that. Also we are losing a member,
Scott Hubler, he is moving to Arizona as a business opportunity came up for him and he felt ”what the &@4(!%#, I need to
try this”. Sorry for the profanity, I will feed the pig a quarter. But the riders wish Scott all the best and GREAT SUCCESS
in his opportunity. He will be missed. So until next time, everyone ride safe.

5

www.postbythelake.org

Charity Report
Post 91 has made the following charitable contributions for
the months of March – May 2013:
Boys State............................................. $300
BBA..................................................... $225
Banners for Groza Field............................. $500
American Legion 13th District...................... $140
Brook Memorial PTA................................. $300
S.A.L. Squadron 91................................... $100
Auxiliary Unit 91..................................... $212
A.L.R. Chapter 91.................................... $100
Cpl Brad Squires Memorial Fund................... $100
Berea Police Department........................... $1,000
Scholarships........................................... $2,000
Eagle Scout............................................ $100
Boy Scout Troop 228................................. $400
Wounded Warrior.................................... $200
VVA Buckeye State Council......................... $100
Wounder Heroes...................................... $100
Total.................................................... $5,877

Attention Korean War Veterans
In recognition of the 60th
anniversary of the Korean War,
we are asking if you’d like to
participate in Berea’s Grindstone
parade on Friday, July 5, at 7:00
p.m., but either riding on a
float or in a car. Please contact
Nancy Doutt at (440) 552-4713
by June 24, with your name and
phone number.

Annual Post 91 2013
Scholarship Recipients
The following students have been awarded
$1,000 scholarship to continue their education:
Albert E. Baesel
Taylor Kozak/Cuyahoga Community College
Thomas Marks
Kaylin Leopold/Cuyahoga Community College
Virginia Offenberg
David Laubert/John Carroll University
James C. Masie
Morgan Draves/Dayton University

Jimmy Masie, JCM Committee- The James C. Masie Memorial Golf
Classic will be held on Saturday August 10, 2013 at Emerald Woods Golf
Courses located in nearby Columbia Station. The tournament starts at 9am
with a shotgun start. Players golf in foursomes and you do not have to be
on a team to participate. Proceeds benefit The James C. Masie Memorial
Scholarship Fund.
Registration fee will be annouced soon... keep an eye out at the canteen or
visit www.postbythelake.org/jcm/. Includes 18 holes of golf, cart, lunch,
steak dinner, various contests, and goodies. Sign up deadline is late July.
If you wish to participate, volunteer, or sponsor a hole, please contact Ron
Fazekas at 440-826-3769, Mel Baher at 440-234-8431 or the Post Canteen
at 440-234-0091.

www.postbythelake.org
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Featured Story (continued)
5. There were approximately 2.5 million people living in the United States on July 4, 1776. Today, there’s roughly 309.6
million. Just a little bit of an increase, no? 33.5 million The number of foreign-born residents in the United States in 2003.
They accounted for 11.7 percent of the nation’s total population. More than 1-in-3 foreign-born residents were naturalized
U.S. citizens. Among the foreign-born population, 53 percent were born in Latin America, 25 percent in Asia, 14 percent
in Europe and the remaining 8 percent in other regions of the world, such as Africa and Oceania.
6. The first real July 4th party was held at the White House in 1801.
7. Technically, Independence Day should be August 2, 1776. That’s when a majority of the signers of the Declaration of
Independence, 50 of the 56 to be exact, put pen to paper.
8. 68.3 million cases of beer are sold on Independence Day around the country.
9. Unfortunately, the Fourth of July ranks as the deadliest holiday of the year, and I can’t help but wonder if No. 8 has
anything to do with it.
10. Eleven places in the United States have the word “independence” in their names. The most populous one, with more
than 116,000 people) is Independence, Missouri. 31 places nationwide with “liberty” in their name. The most populous
one is Liberty, Missouri (29,149). Iowa has more of these places than any other state: four (Libertyville, New Liberty, North
Liberty and West Liberty). Five places adopted the name “freedom.” New Freedom, Pennsylvania with 4,464 residents,
has the largest population among these. There is one place named “patriot” — Patriot, Indiana, with a population of 209.
And what could be more fitting than spending the day in a place called “America”? There are five such places in the
country, with the most populous being American Fork, Utah, with 26,263 residents.
11. $3.2 million was the dollar value of U.S. imports of American
flags in 2010; more than half of this amount ($2.8 million) was
for U.S. flags made in China. $486,026 was the dollar value of
exports of U.S. flags in 2010. Mexico was the leading customer,
purchasing $256,407 worth. 50 was the number of U.S. flags
that are flown 24 hours a day at the Washington Monument in
Washington D.C. Other places where American flags are flown
continuously include Fort McHenry in Baltimore, Maryland; the
United States Marine Corp Memorial (Iwo Jima) in Arlington,
Virginia; on the Battle Green in Lexington, Massachusetts; and
over the White House in our nation’s capitol.
12. 66 million is the number of visits in a recent year to US
national parks — a particularly scenic locale for a July 4th
picnic. There were 766 million visits in a recent year to another
popular picnic venue — state parks or recreation areas. Those
in California (80 million), Ohio (59 million), New York (56 million),
Washington (48 million) and Illinois (44 million) recorded the highest number of visits. You may or may not be able to picnic
there, but a visit to a national historical site is a particularly fitting way to celebrate our nation’s heritage. In a recent
year, about 72 million people flocked to national historical sites and 24 million to national monuments.
13. “The British are coming! The British are coming!” These days, this cry applies to tourists rather than “redcoats.”
Nearly 5 million tourists from the UK visited the United States in a recent year, more than from any other country except
Japan.$74 billion is the dollar volume of trade last year between the United States and the United Kingdom, making the
U.K., our adversary in 1776, our sixth-leading trading partner today.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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From The Editor
Ron Fazekas, Editor- I was reading the obituaries the other day as
most of us old timers do, and came across this remarkable obituary
that I want to share with everyone.
Today we mourn the passing of a beloved old friend, Common Sense.
Common Sense had been with us for many years. No one knows for
sure how old he was since his birth records were long ago lost in
bureaucratic red tape. He will be remembered as having cultivated
such valuable lessons as knowing when to come in out of the rain, why
the early bird gets the worm and that life isn’t always fair. Common
Sense lived by simple, sound financial policies (don’t spend more than
you earn) and reliable parenting strategies (adults, not kids, are in
charge).
His health began to rapidly deteriorate when well intentioned but
overbearing regulations were set in place- Reports of a six-year-old
boy charged with sexual harassment for kissing a classmate; teens
suspended from school for using mouthwash after lunch; and a teacher
fired for reprimanding an unruly student, only worsened his condition.
Mr. Sense declined even further when schools were required to get
parental consent to administer aspirin to a student; but, could not
inform the parents when a student became pregnant and wanted to
have an abortion.
Finally, Common Sense lost the will to live as the Ten Commandments
became contraband; churches became businesses, Merry Christmas
became Happy Holiday; and criminals received better treatment than
their victims. Common Sense finally gave up the ghost after a woman
failed to realize that a steaming cup of coffee was hot. She spilled a
bit in her lap, and was awarded a huge financial settlement.
Common Sense was preceded in death by his parents, Truth and Trust,
his wife, Discretion; his daughter, Responsibility; and his son, Reason.
He is survived by two stepbrothers; My Rights and Ima Whiner. Not
many attended his funeral because so few realized he was gone.
If you still remember him, please keep him in your thoughts and
prayers that someday we will see him returning to our society.
Doesn’t this remind you of today’s political climate? I think this old
friend passed away around the beginning of 2008.
“George Washington is the only president who didn’t blame the
previous administration for his troubles.” ~Author Unknown
These editorials are the opinion of the Editor and
do not reflect the opinions of the members of Post 91.

Flag Amendment
Introduced in House
An amendment giving Congress
power to prohibit the physical
desecration of the flag of the
United States., H.J. Res 47, was
reintroduced in the House of
Representatives this week by
Reps. Spencer Bachus, R-Ala.,
and Dan Lipinski, D-Ill. The
resolutions reads simple, “The
Congress shall have power to
prohibit the physical desecration
of the flag of the United States.”
The American Legion supports
such an amendment through
Resolution 272, passed during
the 2012 National Convention
in Indianapolis. The resolution
states, in part, that The
American Legion continue to
urge the Congress of the United
States to propose and approve
an amendment to the U.S.
Constitution that would allow the
Congress to prohibit the physical
desecration of the Flag of the
United States.”
Legion family members are urged
to contact their representatives
and ask them to sign on as
co-sponsors of H.J. Res. 47. If
they already are co-sponsors,
please thank them for their
support of the amendment.
www.postbythelake.org
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Bulletin Board

Events

New Membership

Sick Call

June

The American Legion-Matthew Zifchek,
James J. Mauer, Steven Silberhorn,
Steven Gosselin

Linda Tobel, Russ Tobel, Gerrie
Grospitch, Mickey Kilbane, Rick Skoczen,
Tim Milter

July

American Legion Auxilary- Jessica
Gorey, Johanna Hamrick, Diane Miller,
Sharon Pachowicz, Lisa Riedel, Christine
Stojkov

Taps

14........ Flag Day Ceremony
16........ Father’s Day Breakfast

4......... Fireworks @ The Post
5......... 4th of July Parade

Hall Rentals
Please contact Sue Milter: Monday
though Saturday 9:00am to 5:00pm @
440-234-0091 or 440-623-6494.

Sons of the American Legion- Eric
Urban, Greg Voigt, Donald Erdly

Annie Gannon, Barb Maier, Harold
Riedel, John Rochford

Membership & Info
Please call 440-234-0091 or visit our
website: www.postbythelake.org.
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