October/November 2013

Commander Corner

Fellow Legionnaires & Members of Post 91,

Greetings to all. Well I hate to be the one to say it, but Fall is on the way and you know what comes after
Fall. We had a lot of activities in the past 2 months. There was the James C. Masie Memorial Golf Outing,
Family picnic, S.A.L. tailgate party, Patriot Day, and POW/MIA Recognition day. I want to thank everyone
that help these events to happen. It is a lot of work and time and it is appreciated. Remember to look at
the calendars for events that will be taking place at our Post in the coming months. The clam bake will
be Saturday October 19th and tickets are on sale, help make it and other events at our Post a success.
This year is flying by and the year will be coming to an end. Our Post is doing well and our membership
continues to grow. Remember to renew your membership before November 11th and receive your early
bird sticker.
I want to thank everyone that has helped with events and projects at our Post this year. You make the
difference in keeping our Post one of the finest in the state. A special thanks to all of our members who
give so generously to help others who are in need. You are the best.
At the time of the next news letter I will be a Grandpa for the first time. My daughter Corrie and her
husband Nick are due in December and I am very much looking forward to this new chapter in our lives.
My son Matt is stationed in El Paso, Texas and is doing well.
Have a great day and remember if given the chance, thank a Veteran and our Military personal.

For God and Country,

Tony Mazzeo
Post By The Lake Newsletter
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Thanksgiving Memories
As we begin making plans for the upcoming Thanksgiving holiday, many of us have already figured
out where we will be, who will be there with us, and what will be on the menu, as well as what time the
shopping trip the next day might begin.
However, it’s important to remember our soldiers who find themselves hundreds of miles away from
their families, along with the soldiers of years past who still struggle with all the things they endured
during a holiday making them so incredibly difficult to deal with.
Holidays can bring about a mixture of emotions for anyone depending on their past experiences. For
some of us, they are an amazing part of our lives that we cherish always and for others, they are grave
reminders of some of the most horrible times in their lives that they will forever try to forget.
For example, I never understood why my Dad hated Thanksgiving. To me, it meant family, turkey, all
the dessert you could eat and an overall good time to make memories, and yet, he was always in a foul
mood and was absolutely miserable to be around. I had little understanding for his bad attitude and
hatefulness until one day as a young adult, I happened to be watching CMT when a song came on called
the “8th of November” by Big n Rich. Dad walked in and watched in awe as the pictures flashed across
the screen.
At one point, a picture appeared on the screen and I realized I was looking at his image from 40 years
ago in a group of young soldiers taken just days before half, if not most of the men in that picture, would
perish in the fight for Hill 875. I turned to Dad for clarification but he looked speechless.
When it was over, he began to explain that the song was about his unit with the 173rd in
Vietnam, and the 8th of November was the day one of the bloodiest
battles took place in Vietnam called “The Battle at Dak To”. Not long
after that battle, came the battle for Hill 875, which ended on
November 24th, 1967, when our American soldiers finally
took the hill and defeated the North Vietnamese.
He went on to explain that after they reached the
summit, soldiers were wandering through the carnage,
shell shocked amidst the smoke trying to understand
what had just transpired, while others cried out mourning
the loss of so many brothers. Then, through the stench of
burning flesh, and smoke, helicopters could be heard on the
horizon carrying a group of insensitive reporters followed
by another very strange delivery. As if the scene were not
bizarre enough, as the helicopters landed, a strange smell
wafted through the already macabre scene-it was the
smell of turkey. The US government found it appropriate
to send a Thanksgiving meal to these blood covered, war
weary soldiers who wanted to do nothing but crawl in a
hole and be left alone to mourn.
Continued on Page 7
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The American Legion
Darrell Stewart, 1st Vice Commander- The 2014
membership drive began July 1st, 2013. As of September
15th I have processed over 351 cards. Our 2014 quota
is 594 so with that turn-in of cards and our 52 LIFE
members, 14 new members and 11 transfers into Post
91, we now stand at 428. That is 72 % of our membership
that already has renewed for 2014. THANKS and PLEASE
keep those cards coming in! At this rate we REALLY
could be at quota by Veterans Day. Believe me when I
say Post 91 is well recognized in the state of Ohio, and
it is because of our members.
Don’t forget membership meetings are the SECOND
Thursday of each month at 7:00PM, and you are also
welcome to attend the executive board meeting held
the FOURTH Thursday of each month. YOU can be part
of the decision making process, if you attend these
meetings and have an idea that promotes activities
and/or membership at Post 91. See you there!
Thanks for belonging to POST 91, and your continued
support.
Don ‘Flash’ Vaji , 2nd Vice Commander- Hi folks. There
will be a meeting for the Seneca Casino bus trip on
October 16th at 6:00 pm to get your luggage tags and
itinerary.
Well summer has come and gone sigh! We had a good
turnout for our family picnic lots of food and fun for
everyone I still have bruises and scrape marks on my
back from the dunk tank. Wont do that again.
The A.L.R will be having there annual Halloween party
on October 26th.
Kids Halloween party on October 27th.
Don’t forget the veterans lunch and dinner on November
11th at the Post There will be a reverse raffle on
November 16th only 125 tickets sold $ 20:00 ea. going
on sale on October 6th see bartender.
HAPPY THANKSGIVING
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Don ‘Flash’Vaji, Gifts for The Yanks
Chairman- The gifts for yanks program
is off to a good start we have over $ 9,
000.00 so far and ahead of last year.
THANKS TO ALL.

CCVSC Here to Help...
Jim Masie- The Cuyahoga County
Veterans Service Commission (www.vsc.
cuyahogacounty.us) was established to
assist honorably discharged veterans,
their spouses and minor children. The
CCVSC prepare claims for the Federal
Department of Veterans Affairs so that
veterans and their eligible dependents
can receive compensation, pension and
education benefits. They also assist clients
who have met with unexpected hardships
by providing financial assistance to help
with mortgage, rent, food, utilities and
other expenses of daily life. They prepare
veterans for employment and provide
resources that enhance their qualifications
for new careers. Their social work staff
can provide a case managed environment
for those clients who need more direct
intervention.
Recently I was is need of their assistance.
Mel Baher, a CCVSC commissioner,
suggested I reach out to see what they
can do. The people at CCVSC was very
friendly and helpful as they were able
to assist with my needs in a speedy and
efficient matter.
Before you call the VA, please contact
Cuyahoga County Veterans Service
Commission. They can help expetite,
cutting through the red tape.
Thank-you Mel and thanks to the CCVSC!
1849 Prospect Ave. Cleveland, OH 44115
Hours: 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM
Phone: (216) 698-2600 / 1-866-915-8387

American Legion Auxiliary
Donella Kline, President- Fall is upon us and the weather has been perfect for watching football.
Thank you:
To Nancy and Stacey for coordinating and delivering our donations to the Summit County stand down.
To Vonnie, Stacey and Nancy for volunteering for the Parma Vet Center’s Freedom Celebration, the day
turned out to be perfect and the Veterans were all ready to talk.
To all of the ladies who helped with the dry goods evening as well as the 1st Saturday pumpkin roll session,
with a special thank you to Jack and Annette from California who always take time out from their vacation
to help with pumpkin rolls.
To Sheri for organizing the children’s games at the family picnic.
To Melinda for getting the Auxiliary set up on Facebook. Please like us and you will get updates regarding
our programs as well as volunteer opportunities.
Be sure to mark your calendars for the Post Clambake, the SAL Tailgate party, the ALR breakfasts, the ALR
Halloween Party, the Children’s Halloween Party, the Post Reverse Raffle and Veterans Day festivities.
I hope you have ordered your pumpkin rolls – before the next newsletter is printed we will have handed out all of
the rolls!
Welcome to all of our new members! And of course welcome back to all of our returning members. Help us be
the first unit to goal! If you pay your dues by Veterans Day you will receive an early bird sticker!
For God and Country.
Vicki Chainey, 1st Vice President- Here we go into the Fall season and so many things to do before Winter sets
in, but lets not forget to have fun at the Post up & coming events.
Up & Coming Events:
October
1st November Pick-3-Lotto tickets are on sale, you can purchase them through the Canteen Bar or see Vicki
Chainey. Tickets are $5 each, you could win $50 during the week and $100 on weekend, so get your tickets
today.
12th Second Pumpkin Making, hope your on the list to get one if not put your order in.
13th ALR’s Breakfast starts from 10-12:30 pm made to order and they do such a good job, let’s support them.
19th Blue Caps Clam Bake, get your tickets at the bar.
27th Kids Halloween Party, 12-3 pm, sign-up sheet in Canteen, be sure to sign up your kids. There will be
games, food and candy for the kids and don’t forget to bring them in their costume, we may have a prize for
the best one.
November
1st The November Pick-3-Lotto start, hope I will be calling you to say “Congratulation” your a WINNER.
4th Wade Park, leaving Post at 6 pm, if you would like to join us just be at the Post before 6 pm.
10th Lady Veteran’s Luncheon, we show our appreciation to the Lady Veteran’s that served by taking them out
to lunch each year, if you would like to join us on this date please contact Nancy Doutt.
11th Ladies Auxiliary Meeting will be CANCELED due to Veteran’s Day. Veteran’s Day Luncheon, 12-2 pm in
Canteen, if you can bake something or would like to help out please contact Vicki Chainey at (440) 236-5739.
16th Last Pumpkin Roll Baking, if you would like to help contact Nancy Doutt.
All Post Reverse Raffle, all groups will be helping on this one, we need at least 5-6 ladies to help out. The event
doors open at 6 pm til ?, if you can help out contact Vicki Chainey (440) 236-5739.
As always, support your Post and it’s organizations by attending the events. Remember everything we all do is
for the Veteran’s, their Families and the Community. Let’s not forget to pray for our Deployed Veteran’s as they
fight for our Freedom. God Bless.
Continued on page 6
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Sons of the American Legion
Chuck O’Malley, S.A.L. Commander- I am sure everyone has had a very busy Summer as we have. There
has been Reverse Raffles, Tailgate Parties, and Roasts of Pork of all sorts. There were family parties
to attend and TV’s to raffle. It has been a very busy season indeed for the Squadron. We have 1 more
tailgate in November. I would personally like to thank the volunteers for their dedication to making these
events successful.
Upcoming Event- November 17th - Tailgate Party Browns vs. Bengals
We also hope that you have a very safe Fall.
Dave ‘Bear’ Hof S.A.L. Membership/Finance Chairman- Membership is at 204 as of September 14th.
Our QUOTA this year is 1 more then last years ALL TIME HIGH of 361. We are at about 56% of the goal. We
need 158 more paid members by Veteran’s Day. Remember dues will increase to $25.00 after November
11th. So pay them before and save $5.00 & be an Early Bird.
Meetings are on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at 7:30 in he hall. They last about a HOUR. We need
and want your input.

American Legion Riders
Keith Szuch, Director- Hello again. Where did the Summer go, it just seems to go by so quickly anymore.
Well our riding season is coming to a close pretty soon and with that, that means that your A.L.R. Riders
will be cooking breakfast. We will be cooking every 2nd and 4th Sunday, starting on October 13th this
year, continuing thru to April. Please make a note that we will serving from 10:00 AM until 12:30 PM. Hope
to see some hungry people there.
As most people know we had a “best hand” run that benefited “Wags for Warriors”. This was in my
opinion a huge success; we had a large turnout of close to 70 bikes. I would like to thank all of those who
helped behind the scenes and out in front of the cameras, starting with Bob Poveroni (who got the ball
rolling), to Ed Leopold who stepped in to continue the effort when Bob was unable to continue, to all of
the people that manned each stop, then came back to the Post to help make sure everything went off as
planned. A BIG THANK YOU!! to all of you. We also had are annual pig roast in August, once again thank
you to each and every one that helped make that a success. Some people might think that we actually
know what we are doing when we do these things, we may look calm on the surface, but underneath
we are paddling like heck. I have a few special thank you’s for some individuals, starting with Diana, who
does our flyer work and does a mighty fine job. I have a very large thank you for our basket ladies, Janet
and Kim. These ladies do such a fantastic job putting the baskets together; I don’t know how they do it.
That is why it is going to be hard to replace them as they are both stepping away from doing the baskets.
You ladies will be missed. One last thing before I close. Remember are annual Halloween party this year
falls on Saturday October 26th from 7:00- 11:00 PM. I hope to see some of you there. Thank you once
again to everyone. Until next time. Be safe.
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American Legion Auxiliary
Stacey Lehmann, 2nd Vice President- The annual Kids Halloween party will be Sunday October 27th
from 12-3 pm. The party will be held outside in the Post Pavilion. (weather permitting) There will be a sign
up sheet behind the bar in the canteen, please sign up your child by October 21st.
Nancy Doutt, Membership Chairman- Calling all early birds! The 2014 membership year has begun
as of August 1st. We’ve processed 46 members as of the writing of this newsletter, which is not bad
considering the first notices have not yet been issued from the National Auxiliary. We are 12.534% of
goal. Dues remain the same---$25.00 for seniors (18 years and older), and $5.00 for Juniors (under 18),
but you do not need a reminder notice to pay your dues. (Juniors do not receive a dues notice from
National.) You can drop them off any time at the Post, Attn: Nancy Doutt. Get that early bird sticker!!
Nancy Doutt, Community Service Chairman-

•

Thank you to everyone who donated or participated in the annual pajama walk. Through raffles
and donations, we were able to donate $1,168.43 to Berea Animal Rescue Fund. In the end, your
donation could possibly also be helping organizations such as Wags for Warriors and Veteran’s
Best Friend, local organizations who sometimes get their service dogs from local shelters for their
veteran’s programs.

•

We were able to donate a trunk load of items for the Summit County Stand Down. Thank you for
your donations.

•

If you’re interested in helping with the children’s holiday parties (Halloween, Thanksgiving and
Christmas) at Berea’s Aristocrat, please contact Nancy at (440) 552-4713.

•

Another year has flown by, and right after Thanksgiving, we will be putting up the Giving Tree in
the Canteen, which helps provide a merry Christmas to local children. Please watch for signs in
the Canteen for more details.

		
Nancy Doutt, VA&R Chairman- If anyone is interested in going to Wade Park VA Hospital on Monday,
November 4th, to visit the Vets on the wards, please let Nancy know at (440) 552-4713. The Veterans
love to talk to fellow Veterans, so all are welcome! We car pool from the Post, leaving at 6 p.m., or you
can meet us there. As always, throughout the year, please save your comfort items for us to use in their
ditty bags. We will need 250 of everything for our November visit and Christmas distribution.
One of our new members, Patty Miller, is gathering signatures on a petition for reinstatement of the
military gun salute at funerals. Because of federal funding cuts, as of January 2013, this service is
no longer provided by the government, but is only available if a veteran’s honor guard is available to
perform the service. 5,000 signatures are needed to move forward with her quest to get this reinstated
for the State of Ohio. Please contact Patty Miller at (216) 315-2081 or Nancy Doutt at (440) 552-4713 to
sign a petition or for more information. Patty also has a new business called, A Soldier’s Journey, which
makes personalized military and memorial frames. You can visit www.ASoldiersJourney.com for more
information or call Patty to see samples of the frames in person. Watch for more information about
upcoming fundraisers.
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Feature Story (continued) Finally, it all began to
make perfect sense. Year after year I had questioned
Dad’s moods during this holiday and what I had just
learned explained it all. He dreaded this holiday and
all the smells that came with it because he had long
ago associated the smell of turkey with death and that
horrible day when his world turned upside down.
I will never forget how horrible I felt for ever being so
insensitive, but how could I have known? Eventually,
Dad overcame these feelings and learned to replace
that horrible scene for new, happier memories of
friends and family. However, I’m sure it will never fully
just disappear.
I treated Dad differently after that. I learned to
acknowledge the ever-present sadness in his eyes,
even when he was trying so hard not to show it. I also
learned to allow him to have a little time to himself the
morning of Thanksgiving to allow him to reflect on the
memories of those he lost.
All that said, while we remember these soldiers, veterans
and their families, remember that this is also a time for
healing and an opportunity to replace old memories
with new ones. For those who have to be apart from
their loved ones, this holiday will be hard to deal with
but even a simple phone call from home is all it takes to
make their day complete.
For those who have experienced horrible things in
association with one holiday or another may need a
little time. All anyone can do is be an open ear to listen
and have patience to allow that person the time and
space he or she needs to grieve and heal. Just let that
soldier know you are there for anything he or she needs
and that you love them… Sometimes, all they need to
hear is that they are loved, no matter where they’ve
been or what their circumstances have dictated of their
actions…they just need a little unconditional acceptance
from the ones they care about most.
My prayers go out to all soldiers and their families, past
and present, during this time. May this holiday be filled
with peace, love, and hope for a future of opportunities
to create happy memories together. God bless you all.
Jade Stone is mom to 4-year-old Jess, wife to National Guardsman
Jay, and has already endured her husband’s first deployment.
They’re gearing up for a second. Through her blog, Military
Mama (http://nwamotherlode.com/nwacontent/mom-blogs/
military-mama), Jade is taking us through the challenges of
running a home — often alone –while her husband fulfills his
military duty. Jade is brutally honest about her experiences and
gives us a true snapshot of an American military family.
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Discount for Vets
Did you know that Verizon Wireless gives
veterans a 15% discount on their cell
phone bills? All you have to do is go to
a Verizon Wireless store and bring a copy
of your DD214 and you will receive this
discount. If you are already receiving a
discount then you are not eligible.

American Legion National
Emergency Fund To The Rescue
The Preamble to The American Legion
Constitution sums up the theme of the
National Endowment Fund, “... devotion
to mutual helpfulness.” This phrase is
more than just mere words on paper; it’s
our pledge of support to our distressed
comrades. Since the early 1920s, The
American Legion has been actively
involved in meeting the needs of both the
community and individual Legion Family
members in the wake of disasters such as
hurricanes, tornadoes, earthquakes and
wildfires.

The National Emergency Fund, created in
response to Hurricane Hugo in 1989, has
provided more than $8 million in direct
financial assistance to American Legion
Family members and posts. By providing
this emergency funding, NEF has
prevented damaged posts from closing
and enabled American Legion Family
members to recover from tragedy.
Learn more at:
www.legion.org/emergency/about
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From The Editor
Ron Fazekas, Editor- THE BACK NINE (as in Golf for you non golfers)
WHEN I FIRST STARTED READING THIS EMAIL I WAS READING FAST UNTIL I REACHED THE THIRD SENTENCE. I STOPPED AND
STARTED OVER READING SLOWER AND THINKING ABOUT EVERY WORD.
You know ... time has a way of moving quickly and catching you unaware of the passing years. It seems just yesterday that I was
young, just married and embarking on my new life with my mate. Yet in a way, it seems like eons ago, and I wonder where all
the years went. I know that I lived them all. I have glimpses of how it was back then and of all my hopes and dreams. But, here
it is... the “back nine” of my life and it catches me by surprise...How did I get here so fast? Where did the years go and where
did my youth go?
I remember well, seeing older people through the years and thinking that those older people were years away from me and
that “I was only on the first hole” and the “back nine” was so far off that I could not fathom it or imagine fully what it would
be like. But, here it is...my friends are retired and getting gray...they move slower and I see an older person now. Some are in
better and some worse shape than me...but, I see the great change...Not like the ones that I remember who were young and
vibrant...but, like me, their age is beginning to show and we are now those older folks that we used to see and never thought
we’d become.
Each day now, I find that just getting a shower is a real target for the day! And taking a nap is not a treat anymore... it’s
mandatory! Cause if I don’t on my own free will... I just fall asleep where I sit!
And so...now I enter into this new season of my life unprepared for all the aches and pains and the loss of strength and ability
to go and do things that I wish I had done but never did!! But, at least I know, that though I’m on the “back nine”, and I’m not
sure how long it will last...this I know, that when it’s over on this earth...it’s over. A new adventure will begin! Yes, I have regrets.
There are things I wish I hadn’t done...things I should have done, but indeed, there are many things I’m happy to have done.
It’s all in a lifetime.
So, if you’re not on the “back nine” yet...let me remind you, that it will be here faster than you think. So, whatever you would like
to accomplish in your life please do it quickly! Don’t put things off too long!! Life goes by quickly. So, do what you can today, as
you can never be sure whether you’re on the “back nine” or not!
You have no promise that you will see all the seasons of your life...so, live for today and say all the things that you want your
loved ones to remember...and hope that they appreciate and love you for all the things that you have done for them in all the
years past!!
“Life” is a gift to you. The way you live your life is your gift to those who come after. Make it a fantastic one. LIVE IT WELL! ENJOY
TODAY! DO SOMETHING FUN! BE HAPPY ! HAVE A GREAT DAY Remember “It is health that is real wealth and not pieces of gold
and silver. LIVE HAPPY IN 2013!
LASTLY, CONSIDER THIS:
~Your kids are becoming you......but your grandchildren are perfect! ~Going out is good.. Coming home is better!
~You forget names.... But it’s OK because other people forgot they even knew you!!!
~You realize you’re never going to be really good at anything.... especially golf.
~The things you used to care to do, you no longer care to do, but you really do care that you don’t care to do them anymore.
~You sleep better on a lounge chair with the TV blaring than in bed. It’s called “pre-sleep”.
~You miss the days when everything worked with just an “ON” and “OFF” switch..
~You tend to use more 4 letter words ... what?”...”when?”...” ???
~Now that you can afford expensive jewelry, it’s not safe to wear it anywhere.
~You notice everything they sell in stores is “sleeveless”?!!!
~What used to be freckles are now liver spots.
~Everybody whispers. ~You have 3 sizes of clothes in your closet.... 2 of which you will never wear.
~~~But Old is good in some things: Old Songs, Old movies, and best of all, OLD FRIENDS!!
It’s Not What You Gather, But What You Scatter That Tells What Kind Of Life You Have Lived.
TODAY IS THE OLDEST YOU’VE EVER BEEN, YET THE YOUNGEST YOU’LL EVER BE, SO ENJOY THIS DAY WHILE IT LASTS.
These editorials are the opinion of the Editor and do not reflect the opinions of the members of Post 91.
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Bulletin Board
Events

New Membership

Sick Call

October
19.......... Clambake
26.......... Adult Halloween Party
27.......... Kids Halloween Party

The American Legion- Timothy
Zvoncheck,Thaddeus Brown,
Dennis Sefeck, Michael Baus, Frank
Allender, John Hamski, Eric Palker,
Shelly Bracken, David Bonacci

Taps

November
11........... Veterans Day Lunch
16.......... Reverse Raffle
17.......... Tailgate Party
28.......... Thanksgiving- Post Closed
30.......... Ohio State/Michigan Game

American Legion AuxilaryChristine Cammerata, Chris
Gambino, Jeanne Haas, Margaret
Harhalos, Valerie Kurek Sharon May,
Patty Miller
Sons of the American Legion- Vince
Cirstino, Fred Potter, Brady Fine,
Lee Fine, Chris Poltorek, Scott
James, Ryan Varela, Ralph Vrana

Florence Leopold

Thomas Doutt, Henry Fiorini

Membership & Info

Please call 440-234-0091 or visit our
website: www.postbythelake.org.

Hall Rentals

Please contact Sue Milter- Monday
though Saturday 9:00am to 5:00pm
@440-234-0091 or 440-623-6494.
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