December 2014 / January 2015

Commander Corner

Fellow Legionnaires & Members of Post 91,

I want to first extend my Thanks to everyone that purchased Memorial Brick Pavers that allowed us to
place our recent order. Yes the order has actually been placed as of this writing. Look for them to be
installed next spring as soon as the ground thaws.
I also would like to Thank the Ladies Auxiliary, and the S.A.L. for providing the wonderful meals for our
Veterans on Veterans Day, your efforts as always are most appreciated.
So after our most unusual summer weather I can recall in my 52 years, we seem to be getting blasted
with an early winter. So long fall we hardly got to enjoy you.
The Post Clam Bake was a big success, Mike and Frank Zullo and their helpers did an outstanding job,
and all that attended were treated to a wonderful dinner.
The Ladies Auxiliary will once again have the Giving Tree up in the Canteen please take a tag, purchase
the gift and return it so it can be distributed in time.
The A.L.R. breakfasts are once again in full swing the 2nd and 4th Sunday’s of each month so stop in and
enjoy from 10-noon.
The Children’s Christmas Party is December 13th and the sign up sheet is in the Canteen. Jamie has been
making some really nice dinners on Friday nights, so stop in and try one before the Friday Fish Fry’s start
up next month on January 16th.
On February 21st the Post will be holding a Casino Night and I am looking for volunteers to assist with
this event as it is very labor intensive, but there is also much fun to be had for all involved.
As of January 1st the Post Canteen will be closing at midnight Sunday through Thursday Nights, and will
close at 1am on Friday and Saturday nights.
Until next time, Go Browns, Go Buckeyes, Go Cavs, and God Bless Our Troops and always remember to
Thank a Veteran.

For God and Country,

Jeff Myers

Post By The Lake Newsletter
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A Soldier’s Christmas
The embers glowed softly, and in their dim light,

No one has to ask me, or beg, or implore,

I gazed ‘round the room and I cherished the sight;

I’m proud to stand here like my father before.”

My wife was asleep, her head on my chest,

“My grandpa at Pearl, on a day in December,

My daughter beside me, angelic in rest.

Is a memory my grandma will always remember;

Outside the snow fell....a blanket of white,

My dad stood his watch in the jungles of ‘Nam,

Transforming the yard to a winter delight;

And now it’s my turn, and so, here I am.

The sparkling lights on the tree, I believe,

I’ve not seen my family in more than a while,

Completed the magic that was Christmas Eve.

But my parents send pictures. They’re great for a

My eyelids were heavy, my breathing was deep,
Secure and surrounded by love I would sleep;
In perfect contentment, or so it would seem.
So I slumbered in peace, then I started to dream.
The sound wasn’t loud, and it wasn’t too near,
But I opened my eyes when it came to my ear;
Perhaps just a cough, I didn’t quite know,
Then the sure sound of footsteps outside in the snow.
My soul gave a tremble. I struggled to hear,
And I crept to the door just to see who was near;
Standing out there alone in the cold of the night,
A lone figure stood, his face weary and tight.
A soldier, I reckoned, some eighteen years old,
Perhaps a Marine, huddled there in the cold;
Alone in the dark, he looked up and smiled,
Standing watch over me, my wife, and my child.
“What are you doing?” I asked without fear,
“Come in this moment! It’s freezing out here;
Put down your pack, brush the snow from your
sleeve,

smile.
“Then he bent down and carefully pulled from his
bag,
The Red, White, and Blue. An American flag.
“I can live through the cold, and this being alone,
Away from my family, my house, and my home;
I can stand at my post through the rain and the sleet,
I can sleep in a foxhole, with little to eat.
I can carry the weight of killing another,
Or lay down my life for my buddy.....my brother;
Who stand here with me against any and all,
To insure for all time that this flag does not fall.
So go back inside,” he said, “harbor no fright,
Your family is waiting and I’ll be all right.”
“But isn’t there something I can do, at the least,
Give you some money? Prepare you a feast? ¬
It seems all too little for all that you do,
Being away from your home and your family too.
“ Then his eyes welled a tear that held no regret,
“Just tell us you love us, and never forget;
To fight for our rights back at home while we’re gone;

You should be at home on this cold Christmas Eve!”

To stand your own watch, no matter how long.

For barely a moment, I saw his eyes shift,

For when we come home, whether standing or dead,

Away from the cold, and the snow in a drift;

To know you remember we fought and we bled,

To the windows that danced with a warm fire’s light,

Is payment enough, and with that we will trust,

Then he sighed, and he said, “It’s really all right.”

That we mattered to you, as you mattered to us.”

“I’m out here by choice. I’m here all the time,
It’s my duty to stand at the front of the line;

Written By Earl K. Carson
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The American Legion
Brian T. Riddle, 1st Vice Commander- The “early bird” program has ended as of Veterans Day. More
than 500 of our Post members received their “early bird” bird sticker leaving only about 70 members who
still have yet to pay their 2015 membership dues. As a reminder if you have NOT paid your 2015 dues
by December 31st, your door card will be de-activated and you will no longer be eligible for the weekly
drawing, let alone have access to the Canteen. Those ringing “the bell” after December 31st, to gain
access to our Canteen, will be asked to kindly pay their dues, before they can be served. So if you are one
of the few who remain “unpaid” why not sit down right now and send us a check, or better yet drop it off
at your Post before the deadline. We have had a couple of membership cards come back with return to
sender on them, meaning the address has changed for the member that we sent their renewal card to.
If you would please update your membership address, if it has changed, with me as soon as possible or
go online at www.mylegion.org register and update your profile. I would also like to take this opportunity
to tell everyone Happy Thanksgiving and Merry Christmas. Thank You
Don “Flash” Vaji, Gifts for the Yanks Chairman- I hope every one enjoyed their summer now we’re in
for a lot of cool fun.
If you haven’t heard Sundays are a lot more fun with the Browns winning so stop down at the Post for
game day fun food and your favorite beverage plus raffles.
I would also like to thank Liz and Michael Symon for donating 16-$50 gift certificates to the B-Spot for
the Gifts for the Yanks program. Liz is the daughter of our Legion members Russ and Shirla Sanderson.
Through generous gifts as these we have raised over $11,000 so far this year.
I would like to wish you all a Merry CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR.

Sons of the American Legion
Chuck O’Malley, Commander- Happy Holidays to Everyone from Squadron 91.
We appreciate all of you who supported us throughout this year. At the Tailgate Parties, at our Reverse
Raffle and all of our events
Special appreciations goes top all of you who helped serve those Veterans who served us. It was a
another Great Veterans Day Dinner
Enjoy the Winter Season and all the events that are planned at the Post…And We hope you have a Happy
New Year.
Dave ‘Bear’ Hof, Finance/Membership Chairman- Membership is at 322 as of November 12th. We are
at 87% of our Quota of 370 members for the year 2015. This is set by the Department of Oho. Quota this
year is 2% more then last years.
I heard we had a good turnout for the tailgates on September 7th, and again on October 19th.
The Ladies Auxiliary did a super job on the Past Commander’s dinner. A good time was had by all and it
was nice to see some old friends from the past when OUR Post was in its younger days. I hope this is
done again.
The officers wish everyone a safe MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR
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American Legion Auxiliary
Donella Kline, Ladies Auxiliary President- Happy Holidays! Our December meeting (December 8th) will start at
7:00 – because we have a pot luck dinner and white elephant game, and also put together 200 bags for Wade Park
VA Hospital. All are welcome to join – many hands make light work!
Thank you all for your supporting the Auxiliary by purchasing a pumpkin roll, or 2, or 3. As of this newsletter, I
believe that the 750 rolls have been delivered.
A big THANK YOU to Stacey and Nancy for staffing the Children’s Halloween Party.
I thank you Vicki for organizing the Veteran’s Day luncheon at the Post.
And once again, THANK YOU, Nancy, for organizing the trip to Wade Park to visit the Veterans.
Please join us in December/January for the Children’s Christmas Party, the Giving Tree, and our Spaghetti Dinner.
Vicki Chainey, Ladies Auxiliary1st Vice President- Thank you to everyone that donated to the Sweats-4-Vet’s
program, we collected 57 in sweat tops and bottoms and over $300 in cash donations, that is going to warm up a
lot of Veterans this winter.
We had another great year with the November Pick 3 Lotto, Congratulations to all the winners and thank you for
supporting the Ladies Auxiliary.
Thank you to everyone that help with the Veteran’s luncheon on November11th.
I heard that the kids had a great time at the Halloween Party, thanks to Ms. Stacey, don’t forget if you have a child
that can be signed up for the Junior Auxiliary see Stacey.
Up & Coming Events:
December
13th
Children’s Christmas Party, Post Hall 12-3 pm, sign-up sheet in the Canteen behind the bar.
		
Remember to bring a wrapped gift with your child’s full name attached to it. Pizza, entertainment 		
and a visit from Santa. Don’t forget to bring those cameras.
14&28th Riders Breakfast, 10-12 in Canteen.
24th

Christmas Eve, come on in to the Canteen to share some spirits, but remember the Post closes at 6pm.
MERRY CHRISTMAS and a HAPPY NEW YEAR to all from the Ladies Auxiliary.

January
1st		

Canteen will open for business at 12:00 noon.

11th&25th

Riders Breakfast, 10 - 12 in Canteen.

17th		

Spaghetti Dinner, serving 5 - 8 pm in Canteen, 7:30 music by Frank Zullo

February
1st		

Super Bowl Chili Cook-off, in Canteen, watch for details in Post.

Nancy Doutt, Membership Chairman Ladies Auxiliary- I’m happy to report that we had 277 early birds this
year who paid their dues by Veteran’s Day. We are 72.324% of goal, with 106 more needed to make goal. Thank
you! If you do not pay by December 31st, you will be considered “delinquent” and Auxiliary benefits cease. That
includes access to the Canteen. Just a reminder that the dues notices are automatically generated from the
National Auxiliary. Depending when you pay your dues, you may receive a second notice depending on the
timing of the processing. But I’d also like to stress that you do not need your dues notice to pay yours dues.
Drop them off at the Canteen to my attention and they will be processed at the Unit level. Junior dues are just
$5.00 if you sponsored a young girl 17 years of age or younger.
Continued on page 6
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American Legion RIDERS
Keith Szuch, ALR Director- Well here it is the end of
another year. Really nothing to report other than we
are in our idle mode for the winter. We will continue
to do breakfast on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the
month. Thank you to all of you hungry people that
come out and eat. A reminder that we serve from
10:00 AM to NOON. To the ALR membership just
a reminder that the December meeting has been
canceled. We have also had our first round of officer
nominations for 2015. The second round will be on
January 19th followed by the election. So if anyone
wants a say so in who will your officers for next year,
come to the January meeting. Also I want to remind
everyone that your rider’s dues are due by December
31st. if you have not paid them by then you will not
be able to vote in the January election. So for now I
would close by saying I hope you all have a safe and
joyful holiday season.

Charity Report

Post 91 has made the following charitable
contributions for the months of October-November
2014:
Sweats for Vets .................................................... $250
Berea-Midpark High School (Turkey Trot) ....... $100
American Cancer Society ................................... $100
Southwest General Hospice .............................. $200
Berea City Club .................................................... $100
Tri-City United Soccer Club ................................ $100
Berea-Midpark High School Ad ......................... $125
Berea Rec Department Ad ................................. $213
Berea Kiwanis Club ............................................. $50
Different Needz Foundation .............................. $100
Middleburg Earlyy Education Center ............... $180
9/11 Buglers ......................................................... $100
Total .................................................................. $1618

New Hours

Beginning January 1st 2015 we will have the following
changes.
CANTEEN HOURS WILL BE AS FOLLOWS:
SUN-THU 10AM – MIDNIGHT
FRI-SAT 10AM – 1AM
TICKET HOURS WILL BE AS FOLLOWS:
SUN - SAT 11AM -11PM
THURSDAY WINGS SERVING WILL BE CHANGED TO
7PM - 9PM
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Ladies (continued)

Nancy Dout Ladies Auxiliary Membership
Chairman- The 2015 membership drive is up and
running. We’re at 13.838% of goal and on our way
to reaching our goal of 383 members. Notices were
just mailed out from National as of the writing of this
notice. But you do not need your notice to renew-You can drop off your dues at the Post, attention
Nancy Doutt, or mail it to 408 Beech St., Berea, OH
44017, and I will process your membership. Renew
by November 11th, and get the early bird sticker!
Our dues remain at $25 again for seniors, and $5
for Juniors. Juniors do not receive renewal notices,
so please pay their dues when you pay your senior
dues. If you know of a friend who is not receiving the
newsletter, please have them provide us with their
e-mail address so it can be sent electronically.
Nancy Doutt, Ladies Auxiliary Community Service
Chairman- Plant a Row: A huge thank you to Rich
Terwoord, our resident gardener, who raised 819 lbs.
of fresh vegetables for the SCAN and Church Street
Ministries food pantries this summer. The looks on
the pantry workers eyes when the crop was delivered
was priceless. A big thank you, also, to Michal Hudak,
who helped deliver the produce. Thanks, guys!!!!
Giving Tree: By the reading of this newsletter, the
Giving Tree should already be up in the Canteen.
This year we are supporting children through Berea
Community Outreach (fka Berea Welfare) and other
local people in need. The tags will indicate if the
gift should be returned wrapped or unwrapped,
but if unwrapped, they families would appreciate
donations of wrapping paper or gift bags so they
can be involved in the process and wrap the gifts
for their children. We request a quick turnaround,
as Thanksgiving is so late this year. All gifts are due
back by Monday, December 8.
Christmas Caroling: On Thursday, December 18th,
we will be Christmas Caroling in the evening at the
Northwestern Nursing Home in Berea. If you are
interested in participating, please contact me at (440)
552-4713.
Stacey Lehmann, Junior Activities Chairman
Ladies Auxiliary- Looking for a few good young
men and women! Actually, we’d like to ramp up our
Junior Activities again in the coming year, and we’re
looking for any school-age girls and boys (up through
17) who would be interested in doing a variety of
activities for Veterans, Americanism, community
service, etc. If they’re not already Juniors or young
S.A.L.’s, please contact any Auxiliary or S.A.L. officer
to sign them up. Volunteer hours can count towards
school community service requirements.

NEOPAT and H.O.N.O.R.S. Join Forces to provide Afghanistan
War Veteran Sgt. Everett “Alex” Haworth with a Home
Sgt. Everett “Alex” Haworth had only been deployed to Afghanistan for 6 months when he was nearly
blown up by a suicide bomber in April 2012. The attack killed three American soldiers and broke Sgt.
Haworth’s arm and leg, caused a traumatic brain injury (TBI), nerve damage, and hearing loss, and left
him with severe shrapnel wounds all over one side of his body.
After the attack Sgt. Haworth spent nearly six months in Walter
Reed Medical Center where he had to learn how to walk and write
again. With the support of his wife Mallorie and their six-month
old daughter Emma Sgt. Haworth underwent a rigorous physical
therapy schedule and was ultimately released from Walter Reed
in August 2012.
With the help of a VA Loan Sgt. Haworth and his family purchased
their first home: a newly remodeled ranch in Olmsted Township,
Ohio. Despite passing an inspection when the family attempted
to move into the home on November 8, 2012, they found that the
entire house was infested with black mold.
Unable to move into the house the couple moved into the
basement of Mallorie’s parent’s home while they continued to
pay an $1,100/month mortgage for an unlivable home. Thankfully,
this soldier’s worthy cause was taken up by the local Military
support organization NEOPAT, a non-profit organization created
to honor patriots who serve, or have served, in the armed forces
by working to minimize the sacrifices the soldiers and their
families endure.
In the spring of 2013, the national nonprofit organization Housing Our Nation’s Outstanding Returning
Soldiers (H.O.N.O.R.S.) heard Sgt. Haworth’s story and contacted the family to learn more about their
situation. The mission of H.O.N.O.R.S. is to construct new homes or remodel and adapt existing homes to
accommodate the special needs arising from injuries sustained by veterans in combat at low or no cost
to the veterans themselves. In 2013 H.O.N.O.R.S. committed to aiding the Haworth family and NEOPAT
by leading demolition and rebuilding efforts for Haworth home. H.O.N.O.R.S. will also provide volunteer
labor for the home rebuilding project.
To learn more about H.O.N.O.R.S. please visit the organization’s website: www.honorshousingvets.org.
To learn more about NEOPAT or the rebuilding of the Haworth Family Home please contact NEOPAT’s
president, Mike Swallow via e-mail: neo@neopatriotism.org or by telephone: 216-659-3400.

Wreaths Across America
Donate to Wreaths Across America which coordinates wreath laying ceremonies on a specified Saturday
in December at Arlington, as well as veterans’ cemeteries and other locations in all 50 states and beyond.
They organize a week of events including international veteran’s tributes, ceremonies at State Houses
and a week-long “Veteran’s Parade” between Maine and Virginia.

Toys for Tots
The U. S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots Program collects new, unwrapped toys during October,
November and December each year, and distribute those toys as Christmas gifts to less fortunate
children in the community in which the campaign is conducted. The program is for all children, including
military kids. Donate or request a toy.
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Christmas Programs for Military Families in Need
Military budgets, which are often already stretched to their limits, do not contain a lot of money for buying
Christmas presents. However, military families are also some of the most deserving people during the
holiday season. To help thank military families for the sacrifices made year-round, many organizations
offer programs to make Christmas possible for deserving military families, especially those with children
who deserve to have a joy-filled Christmas. We often get emails from people asking how they can help
military families in need of assistance during the holiday season.
Here are some programs and options available to military families in need and how people can assist:
Adopt-a-Family for the Holidays
Numerous organizations offer adopt-a-family programs. Military families who can show proof of need
submit their wish lists to the organization and donors adopt the families by purchasing items from their
wish lists for Christmas. Because of the popularity of adopt-a-family programs, you must fill out an
application months before Christmas in order to get on the list. Pay attention to deadlines and get your
application in as soon as the window opens because spaces fill up fast.
Full Circle Home
Full Circle Home gives deployed servicemen a chance to send a gift box to their wives back home.
Gift boxes contain pampering items, such as lotions, bubble baths and spa socks. They also feature a
handwritten note from the serviceman.
Military Installation Support
The family centers at military installations offer assistance in many forms during the holidays including
programs such as Santa’s Shop in which donations are taken for military families in need. Contact the
local installation for how you can help. For assistance, reach out to the Family Readiness Group, Chaplain
or MWR.
Operation Christmas Spirit
Operation Christmas Spirit supports local military families in the form of holiday gratitude by: “Adopting”
over 100 families and fulfilling their Christmas wish lists with gifts for all family members and gift cards
to do their own shopping; Sponsor gifts and crafts at unit holiday parties; “Adopt” single Marines and
Sailors, giving them gifts and gifts cards to celebrate whether near or far from their families.
Operation Ensuring Christmas
Operation Ensuring Christmas specifically supports the children of fallen troops. Through donations
they purchase and send gift cards to the children throughout Christmas. Children/families can also
apply for this program.
Operation Holiday Joy
Donate to Operation Holiday Joy. 100% of your donation goes to food and toys this holiday season and
you can designate your donation to a specific program.
Operation Homefront
Operation Homefront offers many programs for military families throughout the year and Christmas is
no exception. The organization partners with Dollar Tree to provide toys for military children. To receive
a gift, you must register for your local Operation Homefront Toy Distribution. If your family lacks the
funds for a holiday meal, you can also attend one of the organization’s holiday meal events and receive
all of the fixings for the perfect Christmas dinner.
For more, please visit: http://militarybenefits.info/christmas-programs-for-military-families-in-need/
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28 Breakfast
10am-Noon

21

10am-Noon

Breakfast

14

7

SUNDAY
KITCHEN
OPEN SUNDAY
1-4PM DURING
BROWNS
GAMES

23
7PM Executive
Board Meeting
30

22

7 PM Executive
Board Meeting

29

31 New Years Eve

24

26

19

12

5

FRIDAY

KITCHEN OPEN TUE & WED
6-8PM
TUESDAY $5 SHRIMP DINNER
WEDNESDAY $8 STRIP STEAK
MONDAY & FRIDAY EVENING
6-9PM

25

18

17

15
16

7PM Meeting

7:30PM Meeting

4

THURSDAY

7PM Meeting

3

WEDNESDAY

11

8

9

2

TUESDAY

10

1

MONDAY

27

20

13

6

SATURDAY

26 Breakfast
10AM-Noon

A.L.R.
Meeting Noon

19

26

19

27

20

28

21

7:30PM Meeting

14

13

12

12 Breakfast
10am-Noon

7:30PM Meeting

7

6

WEDNESDAY

5

MONDAY
TUESDAY
KITCHEN OPEN TUE & WED 6-8PM
TUESDAY $5 SHRIMP DINNER
WEDNESDAY $8 STRIP STEAK
MONDAY & FRIDAY EVENING
6-9PM

4

SUNDAY

THURSDAY

29

7PM
Executive Board
Meeting

22

15

7PM Meeting

8

1

FRIDAY

FISH FRY
6-8PM

FISH FRY
6-8PM

30

FISH FRY
6-8PM

23

16

9

2

SATURDAY

31

24

17

10
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From The Editor
These editorials are the opinion of the Editor and do not reflect the opinions of the members of Post 91.

Ron Fazekas, Editor- I was watching the news and noticed the protests in downtown Cleveland over the
12 year old boy who was shot and killed by a white Cleveland policeman. As I watched the protestors I
noticed that predominantly it was young white kids. I continued to watch and the newscaster mentioned
that there were buses that came in from Hiram College full of students.
In Portland Oregon I noticed the same thing over this Ferguson shooting, white student protestors. These
were planned, staged, predicted, and counted on incidents of civil disobedience. This did not happen
spontaneously. It did not happen because of something that happened unexpectedly that caused people
to lose their mind. These were not riots. They planned it. It was a strategic plan, and the media fell right
in line, predicting it, and counting down to it and heightening tensions. When you get right down to it,
that’s what the event was. Everything seemed to happen on a media schedule, on a media timetable.
Everything seemed to happen because of the media. And so when it happens, it was expected, and
therefore it can’t be a riot. The actions of the authorities to stop it or not stop it, that was an unknown, but
we knew it was going to happen. The facts do not matter from the grand jury or the forensic evidence.
What part of not listening to a police officers command don’t they understand? Police officers do not
wake up in the morning and wonder how many people they are going to shoot that day. They are human
beings like all of us, they are there to serve and protect, can you imagine what society would be like if we
didn’t have these men and women out there everyday?
So this holiday season not only pray for our troops but also for our first responders in our communities.
They put their lives on the line everyday to keep us safe.

Happy Holidays

From Albert E. Baesel
American Legion Post 91
www.postbythelake.org
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Bulletin Board
Events
December
13.......... Kids Christmas Party
14.......... ALR Breakfasts Begins
25.......... Christmas (Canteen Closed)
January
16.......... Fish Frys Begins
17.......... Spaghetti Dinner

New Membership

Sick Call

The American Legion
None to report

Taps

Lisa Engleman, Barb Vaji

American Legion Auxilary
Olivia Baker, Suann Farrell, Jennifer
Hinton, Elizabeth Jamnik, Patti
Meddles
Sons of the American Legion
Anthony Suppa , Dan Schenek, Jack
Thomason, Philip Moody, Patrick
Mueller, Stephen Cajka, Sean Boddy,
Michael Farrell

Roger D. Carman

Membership & Info

Please call 440-234-0091 or visit our
website: www.postbythelake.org.

Hall Rentals

Please contact Sue Milter- Monday
though Saturday 9:00am to 5:00pm
@440-234-0091 or 440-623-6494.
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