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Berea, Ohio
Patriotic City
Of The Year

Commander g Post 91

Fellow Legionnaires & Members of Post 91,

Well here it is April already, I’m writing this March 3rd and it is snowing out again. Like I said, April. Do
you know how confusing it for me when Ron asks for the newsletter a month before it comes out, wish
me luck. Ok here it goes April, well we had our First Annual Vegas Night, and it was a great success.
I want to thank all who helped that night and preparing to get it together before that evening. Tim
Monahan especially for all he did in getting everything set up. And also for everyone who attended,
what a great job. Ok back to April and May, Blue caps don’t forget we will start taking nominations for
officers in April. If you want to see change here is your chance to voice your selections. I also want to
tell all blue caps that each and every one of you should come to the meetings. When I walk into the
canteen I have people pulling me aside we should do this we should do that folks I can’t do anything,
you have to come to a meeting and express what you would like or dislike. So please attend, what we
do is for you. Don’t forget our Fish Fry’s on Fridays up until Good Friday; each group does a great
job. Oh yeah Mother’s Day is May 8th. That’s all for now, I hope when we get this newsletter we will
be done with the cold weather, so we can start to enjoy the outside. See you all in the canteen.		
		
This will probably be my last newsletter; I want to thank you all for putting your faith in me this last
year. I especially want to Thank all my officers for what a great job they have done. Thank You again.
I’m not going anywhere just time for new faces at the helm. Thanks again and have a good summer.
Thank a Vet!

For God and Country,

Ed Leopold
Post By The Lake Newsletter
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Berea Named Patriotic City of the Year
Joanne Berger DuMound, Sun News- Retired Army Major Dianah Kwiatkowski did not blink twice when she nominated
Berea for the Patriotic City of the Year honor.
“Look at our Triangle with the Civil War statue,” said the Berean. “We have Memorial Day and 9/11 ceremonies. We have
our Post,” she said. “Berea reflects the values, the patriotic values, of small town America.”
Her nomination was successful.
The Southwest Asia Veterans of Greater Cleveland and
Kwiatkowski presented Mayor Cyril M. Kleem Sunday with
the award that honored Berea as the Patriotic City of the
Year for a west side community. The veterans association
named Euclid as the east side Patriotic City of the Year.
The event coincided with the group’s observing 2011 as
the 20th anniversary of the start of Operation Desert
Storm.
Gary Rezabek with the veterans group said the city
deserved the honor.
“Berea provides many opportunities to show its patriotism
to our country, our veterans,” said the Cleveland resident.
“It is a piece of America that shows pride in what this
country stands for in its struggle for freedom for all.”
The association brought the 2-hour ceremony to Albert E. Baesel American Legion Post 91 on American Legion Parkway
near Coe Lake.
State Rep. Mike Dovilla, R-18, attended and spoke about leadership. He was raised in the city and is a Berea High graduate.
He said leaders have a set of principles; do what is “right” regardless of difficulty; persevere; listen, develop a vision and
share leadership roles and maintain a positive attitude.
He provided a spin-off of the phrase: good things come to those who wait.
“Better things come to those who work, as one of my Roehm school teachers once told me,” he said. “That is the sign
of a true leader.”
Kwiatkowski told the audience, many of whom are veterans, that “America is under attack.”
“Our value system is under attack every day,” she said. “Everyone wants what we have — freedom.”
Richard Dunbrook, with wife Janet and Gerald Foust, with his spouse Joan, are members of Post 91. The Olmsted Township
residents attended Sunday’s event with honor.
“This ceremony touches us quite deeply because Operation Desert Storm was our son’s first assignment as a full-time
military,” Joan Foust said. “We are not only very proud of him but of having our husbands’ serve and all who fought for
— and died — for what we have today.”
Kleem said he understands why the city received the honor.
“We have many here in this city who ensure we honor our military and our country,” he said. “I am honored to accept
this award.”
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The American Legion g Officers Notes
Tony Mazzeo, 1st Vice Commander- Greetings to all members: This will be the last newsletter before our elections. I
encourage all blue caps to attend every meeting. Our meeting on May 12th includes the elections of officers.
During my term as 1st Vice Commander working with the membership renewals, transfers, and new members I was asked
several times about the membership year. The membership year runs from July 1 to June 30, so July 1, 2011 starts the
membership year for 2012.
We made our quota for 2011 and we made All Time High for our 14th consecutive year. Thank you. We still have a few
members that have not renewed their 2011 membership. Please send in your $30 dues or stop by and pay at the bar. I
will have sent out a final notice to all members that have not renewed their membership by the time you receive this
mailing.
I have enjoyed this past year as your 1st Vice Commander and I am looking forward to next year. This is a great Post and
I enjoy interacting with all our members. Remember as we head into spring and summer to look at the calendars for all
the events that will be taking place at Post 91. Thank you.
Don Vaji, 2nd Vice Commander- Well winter is over; I know because by the time you read this the Indians will already
be playing ball and off to a great season. Go Tribe!! Be sure to stop in the canteen for the games and hopefully some
fun and games.
As most of you know we sold sneakers in the Canteen for Juvenile Diabetes. We made $465 from the sale. I want to
thank all of you for your support, and a big thank you to Gayle Brulz for putting them up in the Post.
Mothers Day breakfast buffet is May 8th serving from 10AM to 1pm. Mom’s eat free, Dad’s and children over 12 $5.00 and
children under 12, $3.00. May 28th, we will be placing flags on the veteran’s graves at Woodvale Cemetary. Meet at
the Post or at Woodvale at 1pm. May 30th, Memorial Day Parade stepping off at 10:30AM in downtown Berea, we will be
serving lunch at the Post afterwards.
We are planning a gambling bus trip to Meadowlands Casino on October 14th and 15th, staying at the Double Tree Hotel.
(52 seats available) Costs per person, $81 Triple, $99 Double, $153 Single. More information later, check Post bulletin
board or call me at (440)427-0091
Don “Flash” Vaji, Gifts for the Yanks- All monies are not in yet, but we are over $10,000.00 for this year. I can not say
thank you enough, but again a really big thank you!

New Membership g Post 91

Sick Call g Post 91

The American Legion
Edward Forney, John Harrison, Brian
Person, Joseph Rhea, Edward Sutherland,
Robert Whiting, Matricardi, Justin
Whittaker, Terry Gabel

Nobody To Report

Sons of the American Legion
Chris Karpowicz, James Lorenczi, Eric
Machesky, John Matricardi
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American Legion Auxilary
Vikki Bowers, Carol Caldwell, Julie
Haumschild, Beverly Hubler, Diane Koch,
Nancy Marbry, Gina McNeeley, Carol
Schutte

Taps g Post 91
Eric Klimo, Martin Jake

American Legion Auxiliary g Officers Notes
Sheri Krepelka, President- Spring is here and hopefully we
have seen the last of the snow. Soon school will be over and
we will be complaining about the heat. I can’t wait.
I hope that scholarship forms have been filled out and turned
in. Remember you can apply for more than one.
The children’s Easter Lunch is Saturday April 23rd from
12:00 to 2:30. Each child will receive an Easter basket and
hopefully we will have good enough weather to have the egg
hunt outside. It was a lot of fun last year. Please sign up in
the canteen.
The Auxiliary has a lot of items in the works for the spring
and summer. I look forward to seeing many of you at our
functions.
Pray for our troops safety and that they will be home soon.
Also pray for the people of Japan.
God Bless America and Post 91.
Donella Kline, 2nd Vice President- May 7th is the big day
to debut those beautifully designed Poppy hat/cap. The
RUN for the POPPIES will be Saturday, May 7. Pick up your
flier/registration form beginning April 7th, in the canteen
or you may contact Donella Kline (440-235-5399) or Nancy
Doutt (440-552-4713). Check-in/Registration will begin at
2:00 p.m. At 2:30 we will judge the beautiful Poppy hat/cap
with a winner from the 18 and over category and the under
18 category. (Decorated hats/caps are not mandatory to
participate in the Run for the Poppies.) Promptly at 2:45 we
will step off the Run(Walk) for the Poppies, with a finish time
to be no later than 5:30 p.m., just in time to watch the Run
for the Roses in the Canteen. The route will include a few
local watering holes. This can be a great family activity. So
dust off your go fasters (better known as your sneakers) and
get your creative juices flowing. Stay tuned for the results
in our next newsletter.
Nancy Doutt, Community Service Chairman- Thank you
to all of the generous members and friends of Post 91 who
donated gifts or money for this year’s Giving Tree. We were
able to donate 186 gifts, 17 boxes of non-perishable food and
paper products, and a lot amount of Christmas spirit to four
local families. Please read a moving thank you letter from a
father of one of the families.

Nancy Doutt, Membership Chairman- While our
dream is to be 100% by the end of the year and
not have to turn off any keycards and then have to
reinstate them, we did meet our national goal of
80% by hitting 84.639% by 12/31/10. THANK YOU!
If the year flew by so fast that you didn’t have an
opportunity to pay your dues, there is still time. And
if two years have gone by, in order to process your
2011 dues, you may pay your back dues. Back dues
can be paid up for three years to maintain continuous
membership. Please check the delinquent list and
give the gift of membership to a friend or relative.
I would like to let everyone responsible know that
truly you have made this Christmas one of the best
and brightest Christmases that our family had seen
in a long time. My wife and I are very grateful and
overwhelmed by the generosity of everyone who
played a part in giving gifts to our children and
ourselves, so we say from our hearts, thank you all
so very much for the thoughts and actions taken
that made our Christmas a blessed and memorable
celebration this year, December 25, 2010. We want
everyone to know that all of you are in our hearts
and prayers for the up and coming new year(s). Our
desire is that we will be in a position to give to other
families and/or people in the years to come as we
have received this year. Thank you all once again.
American Legion Auxiliary Scholarship and Post
91 Garage Sale- A minimum of one $500 scholarship
is available to any member or relative of a Post 91
member living in Cuyahoga County. Funds may be
applied to trade school, community college, junior
college, business college, college, university, nurses
training, or other chosen field beyond high school.
It is not limited to high school seniors. Forms are
available in the Canteen and at Berea High School.
The Auxiliary will be sponsoring the annual garage
sale on Thursday, April 28th, and Saturday, April
30th. Your donations and purchases will help
fund the scholarships. Donations can be dropped
off in the hall from Monday, April 25th through
Wednesday, April 27th. The more you give, the
more we give.

www.postbythelake.com
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Sons of the American Legion g Officers Notes
Tim Monahan, Commander- As I sit here writing this article we have yet to have our Reverse Raffle. I’m sure
that we all had a great time. I can tell you that it was sold out for the second straight year. We added a
couple of new games and I’m sure everyone had a great time. The money generated from the Raffle allows
us to continue to support our mission, CHILDREN. This includes Special Olympics, children in our community,
in our schools, any worthwhile endeavor that supports the needs of kids. So thank you very much for your
continued support!!!
With Spring just around the corner it is time again for ELECTIONS. If you or someone you know would like to
get involved please come to our next meeting to express your interest. We are always looking for new faces
and new ideas. Membership is the lifeblood of our organization and your thoughts and ideas are important to
us. Please take a few minutes and think about getting involved.
Remember, we meet the second Wednesday of the month at 7:30PM at the Post. Plan on attending our next
meeting.
Thank You again for your support!!
Dave “Bear” Hof, Finance/Membership Chairman- Paid membership is at an ALL TIME HIGH at 329 paid as of
March 9th. We are at 104% of Quota set by Department of Ohio. Our quota was 316 one more then last year’s
total. So next year our quota will be 330. Nice job on paying dues on time, we still have about 30 members
who have not paid. They have lost canteen & drawing rights until they pay.
Meetings are still on the 2nd Wednesday at 7:30 in the Post hall. Come find out what S.A.L. is up to, meetings
last only an hour. We need your input.
State Convention will be at THE DOUBLE TREE hotel on Rockside & I-77 in Independence on May 13th – 15th.
Anyone wanting to attend please see me ASAP so I can send in the info.

Memorial Day 2011
Don’t forget Memorial Day this year will be Monday May 30th. This is probably our most
important time of the year where we remember our fallen comrades. On Saturday May
28th we will decorate Woodvale Cemetery at 1PM. We will need volunteers to help us with
the placing of flags on the veteran’s graves. On Memorial Day we will have a service at the
Post home at 8AM and immediately head over to Adams Street Cemetery to honor the
fallen veteran’s. Then at 9AM we will have the same ceremony at Woodvale Cemetery.
The annual Memorial Day parade will step off from the parking lot by the Gazebo in
downtown Berea followed by a short ceremony at McKelvey Park. Please try to attend
this wonderful event.

5

www.postbythelake.com

American Legion Riders g Officers Notes
Ed “Big Ed” Leopold, Director- Well here we are again. How that
time flies, although we should be getting warmer so we can get
those bikes on the road again. I hope all is well with everyone.
Get your ride ready we should have a good riding season ahead
of us. Road Captain Bob is getting a schedule together for us. I
know are first ride will be “Rally For The Troops” to Downtown
Cleveland. It was a cold winter, but a good one for our group, we
kept busy with are 1st and 4th Sunday Breakfasts, which are a
success, Thank You to all who supported them and who also was
there to serve the great breakfasts. Thank you all again for the
great cooks and wonderful help we had. F.Y.I. The last Sunday
that we will be cooking will be April 3rd for the summer and
we will be back Oct. or Nov. depending on the weather, further
updates will follow, to keep you informed. We are always looking
for new volunteers.
					
I heard through the grape vine, actually from our Chaplin Dan
that he still is interested in detailing bikes, so if you would like
your ride spic and span clean give him a call or hook up with him
at the post to set a date and time. Gary our Historian is taking
a lot of pictures of things that we are doing, so let him know of
anything that you think should go in our scrapbook. To keep up
the good work that our past historian did. We have gained a lot
of new members this year, so let’s make them feel welcome to
their new Legion home and of the riders.				
		
Don’t forget about our paper box outside the post we need your
papers to fill it up .I just came from a meeting about the post
Vegas night it was a real good success thanks again to Jim & Kim,
Chuck & Lynn, Margie, Matt & Janet. And to all that supported
the function, Thank you to all.

Thanks Post 91
Post 91,
Thanks for a great newsletter. Helped me win a bet out here on
how our Legion is involved in the community and well worth the
membership even though I don’t live in Berea anymore (it was a
heated conversation between me and my boss). Good job Jim
Masie and Mr. Fazekas. See you in 4 more months. Good night
from somewhere off the coast of Afghanistan…
Regards,
Walter Fadrowski
Senior Chief Petty Officer
USS Enterprise (CVN-65)

Charity Report g Post 91
Post 91 has made the following charitable
contributions for the months of February- March
2011:
Ohio Boys State...............................
Berea Basketball.............................
Rotary Club of Berea........................
Cancer fundraiser............................
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
(Adopt -a- Platoon Program)................
Berea Kiwanis.................................
Christ Child Society..........................
Berea Fire Department......................
Berea Police Department...................
13th District Auxiliary.......................
Total...........................................

$300
$285
$200
$100
$250
$175
$75
$1,000
$1,000
$100
$3,485

St. Patrick’s Day
2011
Ron Fazekas, Post 91’s Leprechaun- I would
like to thank everyone who attended our annual
St. Patrick’s Day party. It looked like everyone
was having a good time. The bartenders, Gina,
Gayle, Bones and Sue (she multitasked that
day) did a great job keeping up with the drink
orders. The servers Sue, Sandy and Tina did a
great job in making sure that everyone had their
food timely. I would like to personally thank the
kitchen help Flash, Tim Milter, Tim Monahan, and
George. Also major kudos to Jamie for spending
all week cooking 500 lbs of corned beef, she’s
the best. Also again the 2 Tim’s spent the week
slicing the corned beef, thanks guys.
This year was the first time that we had enough
food until 7PM, with quite a bit left over. The
atmosphere was outstanding and everyone was
singing and dancing to the sounds of our DJ
“Bud”. But now the word is out that we have the
best corned beef in Berea, so we will see you at
next year’s party.

www.postbythelake.com
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Life Deployed on USS Enterprise (CVN-65)

New Post 91 Website

Hello my fellow Legionaries. My name is Walter Fadrowski and I’m a
Senior Chief in the US Navy; currently forward deployed onboard the
Navy’s first Nuclear Aircraft Carrier, USS Enterprise (CVN-65). I’m the
good looking Chief on the active duty wall in the Canteen. This is my
8th six month deployment I have done in my 18 year career. My 4th time
deployed in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. I am home-ported
out of Norfolk, VA. however Berea is and always will be my home.

Jim Masie, Graphic Designer- the new
Post 91 website is coming along... we
expect to launch the new site within the
next few months.

I have been going to Post 91 ever since I was little kid. Coming up to
there with my dad or my second family growing up, the Masie family, was
always a highlight. And when I come home on leave I am sure to swing by
and have a couple, tell some sea stories and enjoy the camaraderie.
Still a highlight.
As I write this we are off the coast of Afghanistan conducting flight
operations in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. The hours are
long, 18 + a day, the equipment needs constant upkeep. I am in charge
of the Catapults and Arresting Gear and the average age of the 5000+
Sailors and Marines onboard that make things happen is just 19 years old.
And the great thing is…I get zero complaints.
Now there is plenty to complain about. For instance I have not seen a
tree or a bird in over a month. Sounds mediocre but it is the little things
you miss. Of course I miss my wife and 1 year old son back in Virginia
Beach and my family and friends that still reside in the great city of
Berea. I have not seen a normal commercial in two months. I haven’t
had a good meal since January 13th. There is plenty to complain about…
its just we don’t.
We continue to wake up everyday and settle into the routine that is
life out at sea. Drink enough coffee to keep the average civilian up for
weeks. Launch planes off the deck with bombs and missiles and than
watch them come back with none, knowing we saved American lives on
the ground by terminating the lives of the ones that don’t like us. Grab
a bite to eat, get a quick shower and shave and hit the rack only to do
it again in a couple of hours. Zero complaints. No other place I would
rather be right now. It is a personal honor for me to serve our Country
wherever it may lead us. See you in four months. As always, it will be
a highlight!
Go Navy and Go Brownies!
Sincerely,
ABECS (AW) Walter Fadrowski III
V-2 Aircraft and Recovery Equipment Maintenance SCPO
USS Enterprise (CVN-65)
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We are looking for Post 91 members to
share their thoughts about our Post.
Please send a short paragraph based on
your experiences at Post 91, with your
name, unit, and year you joined Post 91
to Jim Masie at jim@macedesigns.com.
If chosen, your thoughts will be included
on our “Pride in Post 91” web page.
Also, if you have any ideas, or items
you’ll like to see on the new website,
please send to jim@macedesigns.com.

Post 91 Active Duty
Members
Know of a Post 91 Member on Active
Duty?
We are adding a new section to our
newsletter (and new website) that will
honor our members who currently serve
Active Duty and Reserves.
Please send the member’s Name, Rank,
Service Branch and deployment status
to Ron Fazekas at info@postbythelake.
com.
God Bless Our Troops!

Indians Home Opener
Come down to the Post on April 1st
at 3:05pm to watch the Indians
open the 2011 Season.
Hot Dogs Provided!
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Editor g Post By The Lake
Ron Fazekas, Editor- If anyone attended the Post Las Vegas night you missed out on seeing our four internal
organizations working together for one common cause. I was impressed to see us all handling a function and
working as a team. In my 37 years of involvement in the American Legion this had to be one of my proudest
moments. To the ones who couldn’t find the time to volunteer read below.
A. What is a volunteer? Webster states:
1. Somebody who works for nothing: somebody who works without being paid
2. Somebody acting voluntary: somebody who does something voluntarily, especially something
undesirable.
3. Voluntary recruit to the Armed Forces: somebody who has freely offered to serve in the military.
Most of us have already done number 3. I look around the Post and I see a handful of number 1’s and see
very few number 2’s.
B. What is a slacker? Webster states:
1. One who shirks work or responsibility:
2. One who tries to evade military service in wartime; a draft dodger: the word was coined during World
War I & II
I hope none of our members did number 2. I look around the Post and see plenty of number 1’s.
I wonder why that is? It can be said that that goes with any organization that less than 5% of the people do 100%
of the volunteering. One time in my former Post I wrote an article while I was the Commander and stated that
there were too little volunteers and too many bar flies. Needless to say that didn’t go over too big. But I made
my point.
I’ve heard it all about I don’t have the time and my family and job comes first, and that makes sense. But
the people that do most of the volunteering have jobs and families also but find time to help out on different
functions and activities. Post 91 did not get this big and have such a nice facility with a lack of volunteers, but
they are always the same people volunteering. Sometimes those volunteers get tired of doing everything, and
some of us are just getting old.
If you have some special skill or if you have a few hours to give please contact your Post officers. We are looking
for a few good VOLUNTEERS.
“Coming together is a beginning. Keeping together is progress. Working together is success.” Henry Ford
These editorials are the opinion of the Editor and
do not reflect the opinions of the members of Post 91.

www.postbythelake.com
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What World War II Battleship serves as Military Museum in
Wilmington, NC? USS North Carolina
The 99th Pursuit Squadron -- the first all-black unit of the
Army Air Corp -- was activated on March 19, 1941 and is better
known by what name? Tuskegee Airmen
What Essex-class aircraft carrier was hit by a Japanese dive
bomber on March 19, 1945, killing 800 crew members? USS
Franklin
The Battle of Bentonville -- a Civil War battle that began on
March 19, 1865 -- took place in what state? North Carolina

What are largest military bases in the United States?
1) Ft. Hood, Texas
2) Naval Station NorFolk, Virgina
3) Ft. Bragg, North Carolina
4) Camp Lejeune, North Carlina
5) Ft. Campbell, Kentucky
6) Ft. Lewis, Washington
7) Eglin Air Force Base, Flordia
8) Naval Air Station Jacksonville, Flordia
9) Naval Weapons Station Goose Creek, South Carolina

Important Dates g Post 91
April

23........ Kids Easter Luncheon
28, 30... Garage Sale

Contacts g Post 91
May

7.........
8.........
15........
30........

Run for Poppies
Mother’s Day Breakfast
Polish Dinner
Memorial Day Ceremonies

HALL RENTALS
Please contact Sue Milter: Monday though
Saturday 9:00am to 5:00pm @ 440-2340091 or 440-623-6494.
Membership/General info
Please call 440-234-0091 or visit our
website: www.postbythelake.com.
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