February/March 2011

20th Anniversary of
Operation Desert Storm

Commander g Post 91

Fellow Legionnaires & Members of Post 91,

Well here we are, the start of the New Year, who could have imagined that we would see
the year 2011. I remember when I was a kid, thinking of 2000, gosh I will never see it, ha,
2011 and still loving life. Another thought just hit me another New Year and try to remember
the many new people you met at our great Post. We have a great bunch of people at our
Post from the S.A.L., Ladies Aux., Legion Riders. By the way our riders are going on there
4th year with us and I hear they are 82 members strong. WOW! Good going guys and girls.
We have a lot planned this year for enjoyment. Spaghetti dinner, chili cook off, a Las Vegas
night are just a few to mention. We also have some great work parties with breakfast for our
workers. We have accomplished a lot this past year keep up the good work people. Hopefully
we can get our kitchen finished we have a lot to do there and input from our members is more
than welcome.
Oh yes before I forget February 14th is Valentine’s Day gentlemen, it is a Monday I’m making
this reminder so you guys can remind me. Here is a good thought next month spring will start
March 20th, yeah! My old bones can’t take this cold any more. St. Patrick’s Day is also March
17th look for our great corned beef dinners and sandwiches put together by Ron and his crew
who do a great job.
Ok enough chit chat, God willing and Coe Lake don’t rise, I hope to see each and every one of
you at our Post. As Always, Thank a Vet.

For God and Country,

Ed Leopold
Post By The Lake Newsletter
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20th anniversary of Gulf War:
Veterans recall the fight
Paul Woolverton Staff Writer For Fayobserver.com- Twenty years ago
today, American aircraft and other forces began bombing Iraq, the opening
salvos in an American-led coalition to liberate Kuwait from the Iraqi
military.
Iraqi President Saddam Hussein promised victory in “the mother of all
battles.” A month later, his soldiers were surrendering en masse to coalition
units and he was pulling those he had left out of the small, oil-rich nation
he had seized six months prior.
Fayetteville residents Paul Peeples, Chris Woodson and Jim Greathouse
were there.
The three spoke on Sunday at a panel discussion of the Persian Gulf War
and its legacy at the Museum of the Cape Fear. About 25 people attended,
including several other Gulf War vets and at least one soldier who recently
served in Afghanistan.
Greathouse was a technical sergeant in the Air Force whose unit arrived
in Saudi Arabia not long after Hussein’s August 1990 invasion of Kuwait.
He and his people maintained the fighter aircraft that took the battle to
Baghdad.
Even before the air war began in January 1991, Greathouse said, fighters flew constantly to train for it. He recalled
16-hour workdays, A-10, F-16 and F-18 aircraft taking off every 30 to 40 seconds and the constant fear of poison gas attacks
from Hussein’s SCUD missiles.
Surreal Scene
One day, Greathouse said, it seemed surreal. The radio played 1960’s music, SCUD missiles flew overhead from Iraq,
American Patriot missiles flew back, and the airplanes continuously leapt off the runway. He lay back, hands behind his
head, to watch the show.
Woodson was a specialist in the Army National Guard. During the ground war, he said, his unit repeatedly ran into
underfed, demoralized Iraqi soldiers. So many surrendered during one encounter, he said, that all his people could do was
give them some food and tell them to wait for other American forces to come by to pick them up.
Peeples, a retired Marine, was a staff sergeant. Some Iraqi forces would fire at their own people to prevent them from
surrendering, he said. The Marines had to shoot back to protect the surrendering soldiers.
Low-level soldiers were poorly equipped, many did not have complete uniforms, Peeples said, while the officers had
comparatively luxurious accommodations and nice uniforms.
An Air Force veteran in the audience recalled that the ground war moved so swiftly - it lasted about four days in February
- that there was the risk that coalition bombers would bomb their own people. Combat leaders had to quickly implement
new procedures to prevent that.
But there still were friendly fire incidents. Peeples said a young Marine was killed and several others injured when an
American aircraft bombed their vehicle in error.
In the end, the war was a worthwhile effort, the panelists said.
“We did a good job,” said Woodson. “I think we did a good thing.”
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The American Legion g Officers Notes
Tony Mazzeo, 1st Vice Commander- Hello and Happy New Year to all our members at Post 91. I hope everyone had a
good holiday season. The Post was very busy with all the holiday functions that took place. The Riders breakfast on the
1st and 4th Sunday of the month has been going well. Please take the time to stop down and enjoy a great breakfast.
Saturday work groups are still going on, stop down and sign up to help. The dates are February 12th, March 12th, and
April 9th.
Our Post has made QUOTA for membership, but we still have several members who have not renewed their membership
for 2011. Please take the time to renew your membership and remember that the key cards of members who have not
renewed have been turned off. They will be re-activated once your 2011 dues are paid.
2010 was great year at the Post, a lot of projects were completed and the events that go on throughout the year went
well. Please take the time to invest in your Post by participating in the many functions that take place during the year.
The members of Post 91 are the reason this Post is what it is and that is, the Best Post in Ohio. Remember our Blue Cap
meeting is the 2nd Thursday of the month. Thank you.
Don “Flash” Vaji, 2nd Vice Commander- On February 19th will have a Las Vegas Nite with cards and board games. Cost
is $15 which includes an open bar, well drinks and draft beer, pizza, wings and snacks. It will be an all units fund raiser.
The month of February will be dedicated to supporting Department of Ohio Dennis Clausing’s pet project, Juvenile
Diabetes Foundation. In the Canteen we will be selling sneakers which will be hung on the wall with your name on them
when you purchase them. Red and blue sneakers will be $1 and the green sneakers, “Flash Specials” $5.
If you do not have time to come down to the Canteen you can send any donations to the cause by sending a check to the
Post and we will see that it gets added to the fund. Make it out to Post 91 /Juvenile Diabetes.
Don “Flash” Vaji, Gifts for the Yanks Chairman- Our 2010 Gifts for the Yanks program will end April 1st so please any
donations will help. Remember 100% of the money collected for this program goes directly to the hospitalized Veterans
in Ohio. As of today we have collected $8156 but always looking for more. Again you can always send in a donation for
this cause.
Ron Fazekas, Bus Tour Director - Get ready for our 17th annual bus trip, scheduled for Saturday March 5th. The
cost will be the same $20/person which will include breakfast. This year we will head up the North Coast to Ashtabula,
Madison, Painesville and Willoughby. There will be 55 seats available so sign up early.

New Membership g Post 91

Sick Call g Post 91

The American Legion
Brandon Corona, John Prunella, Charles
Szerszen, Timothy Tibbits, Harvey
Pincombe, David H Swaffield , David
Swaffield, James Swaffield, Timothy
Perrien, Jerry Lanham, James Caldwell,
Norbert Magalski, Gene Davis, Jim
Martin

Nobody To Report

Sons of the American Legion
David Leggins, Darrell Kent, William
C.Wetmore, William C. Wetmore Jr,
Thomas Washtock
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American Legion Auxilary
Joann Draves, Sandra Jablonski,
Maryanne Minuet, Jacqueline Roff,
Andrea Washtock, Ashley Washtock,
Janet Washtock, Zoe Draves

Taps g Post 91
Nobody To Report

American Legion Auxiliary g Officers Notes
Sheri Krepelka, President- The snow is not keeping the
Auxiliary from being busy. By the time you get this newsletter
the spaghetti dinner will be over. I hoped that those of you
who came to the dinner enjoyed it and thank you.
It is getting close to scholarship time. The Unit 91 Ladies
Auxiliary has a scholarship along with the Post. But did you
know that if you are in the Berea School District there are
more scholarships available. All you need to do is go into
www.berea.k12.oh.us. The Department of Ohio Auxiliary has
nurse’s scholarship available. In the libraries there are books
that list other scholarships that are available. Sit down with
your son or daughter and put together a binder with all the
scholarships that they would like to try for and then do it. It
is a lot of work but worth it. Have fun and good luck.
The Juniors have been busy making gifts for the Brecksville
and Wade Park veterans. We do a lot of community work
and have fun in the process. The Junior dues are $5.00. I
work with girls between the ages of 7 and 17. Our meetings
are the 2nd Saturday of every month from 1:00 to 3:00 PM.
Parents are allowed to join us. I have a few mothers and
fathers that join in the fun. If you have a daughter that is
interested please sign her up.
The Auxiliary Color guard has 2 new members. Please see
me if you are interested in marching with us. As of right
now we have 3 parades during the year and have been called
upon to Post colors for other organizations. It is fun and
exciting.
Vicki Chainey 1st Vice President- Feb. 28th - Auxiliary
going to Wade Park, leaving Post at 6pm all is welcomed to
go.
Mar: 27th - Look for the Easter Strudel order box in Post by
kitchen, they are still $ 8.00 each make checks payable to
ALA Unit 91 & attach to your order. Deadline to order will
be April 8th, the delivery date is Monday night April 18th
between 6-9 pm. Apple, Cherry, Poppyseed, Nut & Cheese.
Start thinking about gathering your items for the garage
sale, drop off of items April 25th thru 27th in upstairs hall,
this supports the Auxiliary Scholarship Fund. As always
please support all your Post Organizations, Blue Caps, Ladies
Auxiliary, Sons of The Legion, American Legion Riders and
your Junior Auxiliary, we each do a lot to help the Veteran’s
and the Community through fundraising and your help.
Thank You.

Donella Kline, 2nd Vice President
American & Government Test Winners:
Berea
Grade 12: Joshua Grant and Stephaney Corrigan
Grade 11: Alejandro Chock and Shannon Lott
Grade 10: Shannon Taylor
Strongsville
Grade 12: Michael Meldon and Kay-Lee Cangelosi
Grade 11: Eric Bode and Hannah Smith
Grade 10: Mike Kline
Each one receives a certificate, a pin, and a $50
savings bond. Michael Meldon, Kay-Lee Cangelosi,
Alejandro Chock, Hannah Smith, Mike and Shannon
Lott all advanced on to the 13th District competition.
Michael and Alejandro were top scorers and advanced
on to the Department of Ohio competition. They
will be recognized at the 13th District American
Legion conference in March at Euclid Post 343. 18
state winners receive an all-expense paid trip to
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania and Washington, D.C. in
March.
The American & Government test is a test of 50
questions about our Americanism, citizenship, and
the government at all levels, and also includes an
essay question which is used as a tie breaker.
5K Walk/Run for the Poppies – May 7th, 2011- Get
your creative juices going on a design for a winning
Poppy hat/cap.
Plan to spend the afternoon of the first Saturday in
May with your Legion family – first promoting the
Poppy in the community and next supporting the
canteen during the actual Kentucky Derby Race. I
know that the bartenders always have something fun
planned. Stay tuned for additional details coming
soon!
Nancy Doutt, Membership Chairman- While our
dream is to be 100% by the end of the year and
not have to turn off any keycards and then have to
reinstate them, we did meet our national goal of
80% by hitting 84.639% by 12/31/10. THANK YOU!
If the year flew by so fast that you didn’t have an
opportunity to pay your dues, there is still time. And
if two years have gone by, in order to process your
2011 dues, you may pay your back dues. Back dues
can be paid up for three years to maintain continuous
membership. Please check the delinquent list and
give the gift of membership to a friend or relative.
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Sons of the American Legion g Officers Notes
Tim Monahan, Commander- As I sit down to write this article I am pleased to announce that we are within 2
members of making quota for 2011. I am sure that we will exceed last year total which will put us near the
top for membership for the 13th District. I’d like to thank everyone for renewing their membership for this
year and I’d like to welcome all our new members into the Squadron 91 Family. I hope that you will attend
one of our meetings to find out what we are all about. We are also always looking for volunteers to help with
our many activities. Please check out our Facebook page or our e-mail page to stay up to date with what is
going on at the Post
Keep March 19th open. That is the date of the SAL Reverse Raffle. Cost is $25. Grand Prize is $1,000!!. Food
and beverages provided. WE will sell only 125 tickets. Stay tuned for further info for when and where tickets
will become available
Remember, February 19th is the Post’s Las Vegas night. Proceeds benefit the Post. Contact the Canteen or
any officer of any of our organizations for tickets. A good time will be had by all.
Finally, remember, we meet the 2nd Wednesday of the month at 7:30pm. Please plan on attending a future
meeting. Your thoughts and ideas are important in helping us become a better organization.
Dave “Bear” Hof, Finance/Membership Chairman- S.A.L Squadron # 91 is a QUOTA squadron again with 316
paid members for the year 2011. This a new ALL_TIME HIGH for us , but still have about 40 members who have
not paid that were members last year. If you have moved please give your new address to an officer so we
can keep our records correct.
The tailgate parties went very well this year, hope next year the Browns do a lot better.
We need some help with upcoming events at the Post this coming year. If you can help talk to Commander Tim
Monahan.
Matt Hearn is doing a great job on our Facebook and our E-Mail notices. CHECK IT OUT.
District meeting is January 23rd at 10:00AM at Post #196 in Brecksville on Route 82 & Route 21.
Don’t forget our meetings are at 7:30 pm on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at the Post. Try to make it, we
need your input.

Erin Go Bragh!
Join us Thursday March 17th for our
annual St Patricks Day celebration
in the canteen. Our “world famous”
cornbeef will be availble for both
lunch and dinner along with
traditional Irish music, and of
course... green beer!
5
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American Legion Riders g Officers Notes

Charity Report g Post 91

Jerry Haumschild Sr., Director- A new year is upon us. Our

Post 91 has made the following charitable
contributions for the months of December
January 2010-11:

motorcycles are in the garage, covered and on trickle charge
waiting for the next warm, sunny day. Although warmth is a
relative term. One of my New Year’s resolutions is to try to ride
at least one day of every month this year. On Monday, January
3rd, it was sunny and a balmy 27 degrees. I went out and rode
for 31 miles. One month down, 11 to go.
The year 2010 saw a lot of events in the Riders’ group.

Ed

Leopold who was an original “plank owner” (a Navy term)
started our group several years ago. With his election to Post
Commander, he decided to step down as the Riders Director and
I was elected to move up.

We had a very successful Pig Roast in

July and a great time at our annual Halloween party in October.
We established a Legacy Fund Committee and began exclusive
events to raise monies for scholarships for children who have lost
parents since the 9/11 tragedy.

During the course of 2010, we

raised $2,200 and with the help of the Blue Caps, the Auxiliary
and the S.A.L. ‘s donations, we were able to turn in $3,000 at the
National American Legion convention in August. The Christmas
wreath sale and the new Abitibi paper recycling bin are part of
our efforts to raise funds for this year.
Our Sunday breakfasts, the 1st and 4th Sundays of the month
continue. Please stop by to see what our chefs have cooked up

Berea Youth Soccer .........................
Middleburg Early Education Center .......
Children & Youth Programs ................
West Denison Baseball League ............
Scan Hunger Pantry .........................
Rotary Club of Berea . ......................
Berea Welfare ................................
Louis Schmidt Grant ........................
Berea Animal Rescue Fund .................
Patriot PAWS Service Dogs .................
Total ...........................................

$400
$250
$462
$200
$200
$180
$100
$500
$100
$500
$2892

VA Developing Innovative
Patient-Centered Model of
Care for Veterans
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is
creating a new office to develop personal,
patient-centered models of care for Veterans
who receive health care services at VA’s more
than 1,000 points of care across the Nation.

this week.
Since the last newsletter, we have added 2 new members and
currently have a membership total of 84.
On Sunday January 16th we had elections for the current year.
The results are:
Director.................................... Ed Leopold
Assistant Director........................ Chuck Barbarotta
Secretary ................................ Lynn Barbarotta
Treasurer.................................. Margie Leopold
Sergeant-at-arms......................... Todd Reidel
Road Captain.............................. Bob Poveroni
Historian................................... Gary Koteles
Membership Chairman................... Ed Mencke Sr.
Judge Advocate.......................... Brent McRoberts
Member Representative................. Joann Koteles

The new VA Office of Patient Centered Care and
Cultural Transformation began operations on Jan.
17 and is based in Arlington, Va.
The VA Office of Patient Centered Care and
Cultural Transformation will have four regional
implementation teams at select VA medical
centers across the country: Birmingham, Ala;
East Orange, N.J.; Dallas; and Los Angeles.
Each VA medical center was selected for
excellence already demonstrated in producing
cultures of patient-centered care based on
established criteria.
These regional teams,
comprised of patient-centered care consultants,
will be responsible for facilitating the culture
change for patient-centered care at all VA
facilities.

www.postbythelake.com
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Community Service
Nancy Doutt, Community Service Chairman - Thank you to all
of the generous members and friends of Post 91 who donated
gifts or money for this year’s Giving Tree. We were able to
donate 186 gifts, 17 boxes of non-perishable food and paper
products, and a lot amount of Christmas spirit to four local
families. Please read a moving thank you letter from a father of
one of the families.
I would like to let everyone responsible know that truly you have
made this Christmas one of the best and brightest Christmases
that our family had seen in a long time. My wife and I are very
grateful and overwhelmed by the generosity of everyone who
played a part in giving gifts to our children and ourselves, so we
say from our hearts, thank you all so very much for the thoughts
and actions taken that made our Christmas a blessed and
memorable celebration this year, December 25, 2010. We want
everyone to know that all of you are in our hearts and prayers for
the up and coming new year(s). Our desire is that we will be in
a position to give to other families and/or people in the years to
come as we have received this year. Thank you all once again.

Veterans Affairs Visit
The next visit to Wade Park will be Monday, February 28th. If
anyone is interested in helping distribute afghans, quilts, ditty,
fruit and snack bags, please let Nancy know at (440) 816-1669.
We leave the Post at 6:00 PM and you are eligible for the weekly
drawing if we’re not back by 8:30 PM
					
American Legion Auxiliary Scholarship and Post 91 Garage Sale
A minimum of one $500 scholarship is available to any member
or relative of a Post 91 member living in Cuyahoga County.
Funds may be applied to trade school, community college, junior
college, business college, college, university, nurses training, or
other chosen field beyond high school. It is not limited to high
school seniors. Forms are available in the Canteen and at Berea
High School.
The Auxiliary will be sponsoring the annual garage sale on
Thursday, April 28th, and Saturday, April 30th. Your donations
and purchases will help fund the scholarships. Donations can
be dropped off in the hall from Monday, April 25th through
Wednesday, April 27th. The more you give, the more we give.
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Support The Legacy Fund
As an unfortunate consequence of Operation
Iraqi Freedom and the global war on terror, many
children of our active-duty military personnel
are now members of single-parent families. The
Legacy Fund is to ensure that higher education
will be a reality for these families; this fund
provides monies to give scholarships to these
needy children.
The Post 91 American Legion Riders have recently
secured a paper recycling bin to raise money
for the American Legion Legacy Fund. The bin
will be placed at the end of American Legion
Parkway next to the existing dumpster. You can’t
miss it; it will be the familiar green and yellow
paper recycling bin that you see at schools and
other organizations thereabout the community.
The bin will accept newspapers, magazines,
telephone books, office paper, shredded paper,
catalogs and junk mail. We would appreciate
your support, and don’t forget to tell your
neighbors and friends. This is a great way to
support the Legacy Fund as well as help the
environment.

Gulf War 20th Anniversary
The Southwest Asia Association is recognizing the
20th anniversary of Desert Shield/Desert Storm
on Sunday, February 27, at 3:00 PM at Post 91.
All are invited to join keynote speaker State
Legislator, U.S. Navy veteran and Post member
Mike Dovilla for this moving presentation. Light
refreshments will be served. For additional
information, please contact John Campbell,
Chaplain of the Southwest Asia Assoc. at (440)
391-4403, or Dianah Kwiatkowski, Vice President,
at (440) 289-3125.

PostByTheLake.com Upgrade
Jim Masie, Graphics- Our website will be
receiving a facelift. Our goal is to create the
BEST American Legion website in the state. We
plan on designing a new look, along with adding
MORE information and news as it regards to our
Post, Veteran Affairs and our Active Duty Armed
Forces.
If you have any suggestions, please forward your
thoughts to jim@macedesigns.com.
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Editor g Post By The Lake

THE FINAL INSPECTION

Ron Fazekas, Editor- This month I
decided to share what I have been
thinking over the last 2 months. So
this is what has fallen out of my head
that was fit to print and some on the
bubble.

The Marine stood and faced God,

•

Have you always turned the other

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

God must love stupid people; He
made so many.
Some people are alive only
because it’s illegal to kill them.
Appreciate every single thing you
have, especially your friends!
Life is too short and friends are
too few!
I’m starting to wonder how bad four years with no president
would be.
Ever notice how people who tell you to calm down….are the
ones who got you mad in the first place.
Whatever you give a woman, she will make greater. If you give
her sperm, she’ll give you a baby. If you give her a house, she’ll
give you a home. If you give her groceries, she’ll give you a
meal. If you give her a smile, she’ll give you her heart.
She multiplies and enlarges what is given to her. So, if you give
her any crap, be ready to receive a ton of s**t.’
If Muslims can pray on Madison Avenue, why are Christians
banned from praying in public and erecting religious displays
on their holy days?
Now that the policy of “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” has been
repealed (and homosexuals will be able to openly serve in the
military) there will need to be some adjustments. To avoid
offending, some words may have to be banned! Here are some
suggestions... Bringing up the rear, Rear Observer, Cover my
rear, Rear Admiral, My muzzle is overheating, Lock and Load,
Poop Deck, Bunk Mates, Fire in the Hole, Finally the restroom
can no longer be referred to as “The Head”. Calling it a “John”
should probably be avoided too.
If school children and teachers are not mandated to participate
in the pledge of allegiance then why are they mandated to have
health insurance?
Sex is the price women have to pay for marriage. Marriage is
the price men have to pay for sex.
If you have sex with a prostitute against her will, is it considered
rape or shoplifting?
If electricity comes from electrons, does morality come from
morons?
These editorials are the opinion of the Editor and
do not reflect the opinions of the members of Post 91.

Which must always come to pass.
He hoped his shoes were shining,
Just as brightly as his brass..
Step forward now, Marine ,
How shall I deal with you?
cheek?
To My Church have you been true?’
The Marine squared his shoulders and
said,
No, Lord, I guess I ain’t.
Because those of us who carry guns,
Can’t always be a saint.
I’ve had to work most Sundays,
And at times my talk was tough.
And sometimes I’ve been violent,
Because the world is awfully rough.
But, I never took a penny,
That wasn’t mine to keep...
Though I worked a lot of overtime,
When the bills got just too steep.
And I never passed a cry for help,
Though at times I shook with fear..
And sometimes, God, forgive me,
I’ve wept unmanly tears.
I know I don’t deserve a place,
Among the people here.
They never wanted me around,
Except to calm their fears
If you’ve a place for me here, Lord,
It needn’t be so grand.
I never expected or had too much,
But if you don’t, I’ll understand.
There was a silence all around the
throne,
Where the saints had often trod.
As the Marine waited quietly,
For the judgment of his God.
Step forward now, Marine,
You’ve borne your burdens well.
Walk peacefully on Heaven’s streets,
You’ve done your time in Hell.’

www.postbythelake.com
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What song was the Navy band playing at Pearl Harbor when
the Japanese attacked? The Star-Spangled Banner.
What Ohio city was the 1995 Bosnian peace accord signed in?
Dayton.
What Civil War general graduated first in the West Point class
of 1829? Robert E. Lee

What was the first war in which one jet plane shot down
another. The Korean War.

What was the B-17 long-range bomber nicknamed in World War
II? The Flying Fortress.

What so called “war” spawned the dueling slogans “Better
Dead Than Red” and “Better Red Than Dead” in the 1950s?
The Cold War.

What two continents have never been the site of a major
military conflict? Antarctica and Australia.

What modern vehicle was invented to circumvent trench
warfare? The Tank.

Important Dates g Post 91
February
6.........
19........
27........
28........

Super Bowl Party
Las Vegas Nite
Gulf War Ceremony
VA Visit

Contacts g Post 91
March

5......... Bus Trip
17........ St. Patrick’s Party
19........ S.A.L. Reverse Raffle

HALL RENTALS
Please contact Sue Milter: Monday though
Saturday 9:00am to 5:00pm @ 440-2340091 or 440-623-6494.
Membership/General info
Please call 440-234-0091 or visit our
website: www.postbythelake.com.
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