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Memorial Day 2010:
Remember Our Fallen Heroes

Commander g Post 91

Fellow Legionnaires & Members of Post 91,

The Valentines dinner was a great event with good food and lots of good fun, thanks to Marianna and her wonderful crew.
Our Friday night Fish Frys have been well attended and will conclude 2 weeks after Good Friday. Thanks to Joe Kovach
for volunteering to take over that chairmanship. As I write this article the St.Pat’s day event is close at hand, and if it is
like any of the past ones, it’s sure to be a big hit. The canteen will be closed on Easter Sunday, and at this time I would
like to wish all our members a very HAPPY EASTER.
In May, we will be serving our Mother’s Day Breakfast, have election of new Post officer’s on May 13th, and we will be
gearing up for our Memorial Day events, which will include grave decorations on the prior Saturday, weather permitting.
Please mark your calendars for these events and plan on attending or even better having a role in making sure the job
gets done, as every little bit helps.
We constantly are making improvements to your Post home, some noticeable and some not. Our volunteers have stepped
forward, working not just on the scheduled Saturday, but in addition to the “work party” day. I thought you should
know about some behind the scene work that has been accomplished. Thanks to Fredrich “Fritz” Smith and Tom Goebel,
the kitchenette cupboards, hand-made counter-top and plumbing (including a hot water tank) have all been installed.
Kirby Gaal finished the kitchenette entrance in a beautiful wood trim, and also built and installed a new “drop leaf” for
the canteen bar. Darrell Stewart and Dan Gregorie recently re-painted the patio, and touched up several walls in the
canteen. Ed Kaleta continues to perform a great de-greasing job of the walls and floor in our kitchen, as often as he
feels it needs to be done. Marianna Peris and a host of high school volunteers earning “community service” hours have
been hard at work cleaning the hall and Post in areas that are sometimes overlooked. George Masie and Fred Krenz just
completed “framing in” the liquor room and office in the new addition. George Masie has also “roughed-in” all of the
needed electrical work.
Terry Yanke has installed the insulation and has begun to hang the drywall. The list goes on and on. These volunteers
all deserve a great big “Thank You” and I hope you will pass along a mention to them, when you see them in your Post,
perhaps even hard at work.
Finally this has been another great year for me as your Post Commander, and I want to thank you for the opportunity to
serve in the office, and I want to thank each and every one of my Officers, Committee Chairman, the Ladies Auxiliary,
the Sons of the Legion, and our members for all of your support. Please continue your support of our troops and may God
Bless you and this great country in which we live.

For God and Country,

Mel Baher
Post By The Lake Newsletter
April/May g 2010
Mel Baher g Commander
Ron Fazekas g Editor
Jim Masie g Graphics

Albert E. Baesel g American Legion Post 91
91 American Legion Parkway g Berea, Ohio 44017
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andy rooney’s memorial day
The following is a weekly 60 Minutes commentary by CBS News
correspondent Andy Rooney. This segment was originally broadcast on May
29, 2005.
Tomorrow is Memorial Day, the day we have set aside to honor by
remembering all the Americans who have died fighting for the thing we
like the most about our America: the freedom we have to live as we
please.
No official day to remember is adequate for something like that. It’s too
formal. It gets to be just another day on the calendar. No one would know
from Memorial Day that Richie M., who was shot through the forehead
coming onto Omaha Beach on June 6, 1944, wore different color socks on
each foot because he thought it brought him good luck.
No one would remember on Memorial Day that Eddie G. had promised to
marry Julie W. the day after he got home from the war, but didn’t marry
Julie because he never came home from the war. Eddie was shot dead on an un-American desert island, Iwo Jima.
For too many Americans, Memorial Day has become just another day off. There’s only so much time any of us can
spend remembering those we loved who have died, but the men, boys really, who died in our wars deserve at least
a few moments of reflection during which we consider what they did for us.
They died.
We use the phrase “gave their lives,” but they didn’t give their lives. Their lives were taken from them.
There is more bravery at war than in peace, and it seems wrong that we have so often saved this virtue to use for
our least noble activity - war. The goal of war is to cause death to other people.
Because I was in the Army during World War II, I have more to remember on Memorial Day than most of you.
I had good friends who were killed.
Charley Wood wrote poetry in high school. He was killed when his Piper Cub was shot down while he was flying as
a spotter for the artillery.
Bob O’Connor went down in flames in his B-17.
Obie Slingerland and I were best friends and co-captains of our high school football team. Obie was killed on the
deck of the Saratoga when a bomb that hadn’t dropped exploded as he landed.
I won’t think of them anymore tomorrow, Memorial Day, than I think of them any other day of my life.
Remembering doesn’t do the remembered any good, of course. It’s for ourselves, the living. I wish we could dedicate
Memorial Day, not to the memory of those who have died at war, but to the idea of saving the lives of the young
people who are going to die in the future if we don’t find some new way - some new religion maybe - that takes
war out of our lives.
That would be a Memorial Day worth celebrating.
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The American Legion g Officers Notes
Roger Gil, 1st Vice Commander- Congratulations to all the Blue Cap members who have renewed their membership for
2010. We have met and surpassed our 2010 goal of 544 members. We are approaching our “All Time High” goal of 569.
Presently we have 561 cards turned in and need only 8 new or returning members to reach that milestone. Thank You to
all those members who have paid their Dues and for supporting their post. To those members who remain unpaid, Make
the commitment to a part of the American Legion and Post 91. PAY YOUR DUES TODAY.
Don “Flash” Vaji, 2nd Vice Commander- Bus trip to Seneca Niagara: There will be a meeting on Tuesday, April 13th to
get your luggage tags and other information or to get a refund if we don’t have enough people signed up and the trip is
cancelled.
We will have our annual Mothers Day Breakfast buffet on May 9th 10:00am – 1:00pm. Mom’s eat free, adults $6.00 kids
under 12 $3.00
Get your forms at the bar or see me for Pavilion brick pavers.
Don ‘Flash’ Vaji, Gifts for the Yanks Chairman- It’s that time of year that I need to give a very big THANK YOU to all
members, guests and friends of Post 91. We were able to collect over $8,000 for this year’s campaign.
Could not have done so well, without all of your support, thank you again.

Charity Report g Post 91
Post 91 has made the following charitable contributions for the
month of December – February 2010:
Louis Schmidt Grant (Holiday help for needy family) ................. $500
HOBY .......................................................................... $175
St. Mary’s Athletic Commission ........................................... $100
Berea High School Post Prom ............................................. $200
Berea High School Marching Band ........................................ $200
American Legion Magazines subscriptions for 4 libraries . ........... $24
MBB Special Olympics ...................................................... $500
Berea Braves Girls Fast Pitch ............................................. $200
West Dennison Baseball League .......................................... $200
Padua Athletic Boosters . .................................................. $50
Scholarships .................................................................. $1,500
Children’s Christmas Party ................................................ $365
Total . ......................................................................... $4,014

Don’t forget Memorial Day this year will be
Monday May 31st. This is probably our most
important time of the year where we remember
our fallen comrades. On Saturday May 29th we
will decorate Woodvale Cemetery at 1PM. We
will need volunteers to help us with the placing
of flags on the veteran’s graves. On Memorial
Day we will have a service at the Post home
at 8AM and immediately head over to Adams
Street Cemetery to honor the fallen veteran’s.
Then at 9AM we will have the same ceremony
at Woodvale Cemetery. The annual Memorial
Day parade will step off from the parking lot
by the Gazebo in downtown Berea followed by
a short ceremony at McKelvey Park. Please try
to attend this wonderful event.

New Membership g Post 91

Sick Call g Post 91

The American Legion
Vincent Telmanik, Donald White,
Stephen Cajka, James Donnellan, Donald
Rosenfeld, James Coy, Anton Frank,
James Dossa

Mark Hovanec, Bob Blayney

American Legion Auxilary
Deborah Dunkel, Kenna Kelso, Patricia
McCarthy, Tamiko Myles, Maryann Vacca
Jessica Faulk, Dawn McRoberts, Kelli
McRoberts
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Sons of the American Legion
Robert Isgro, Christopher Knebusch,
Jonathan Knebusch, Steven Blair

Taps g Post 91
Jim Maxwell, Eileen Sauvinsky, William
Rundle

American Legion Auxiliary g Officers Notes
Sheri Krepelka, President- It looks like Spring is on it’s way. YEA!!!!!!! If you have started your Spring house cleaning
please do not forget about the Auxiliary Garage Sale. You can bring your items up starting the week of May 2nd. PLEASE
DO NOT BRING YOUR ITEMS BEFORE THAT DATE. There is no storage place for anything before that date. The money
from the garage sale (which is in the upstairs hall) is for scholarships we give to children who parents are members of the
Post. Thursday May 6th and Saturday May 8th are the days of the sales. I hope to see you there.
Speaking of Spring the Auxiliary will be having our flower sale over the Mother’s Day weekend. Please mark you calendar
for May 7th thru May 10th for flowers and vegetables.
Of course we do not want to forget Memorial Day when we remember those who served our Country and no longer are
with us. It is also a good time to thank a Veteran. The Auxiliary will be around with our poppies asking for donations.
The money from these donations goes towards the ladies and gentlemen veterans at Wade Park VA hospital and other
Veteran organizations that could use our help.
I think I have said enough. I hope to see you all around the Post.
God Bless our Veterans, our Country and our Post.
Nina Zdravecky, 1st Vice President,- Hello Happy People! Spring is in the air and I for one can’t wait to see some green,
green grass and the trees in full bloom. With spring comes our annual Polish Dinner sponsored by the 40/8 Voiture 601
along with the Ladies Auxiliary. The dinner is April 11th serving from 1:00 pm to 6:00 pm. The coming of spring also
brings to mind beautiful flowers and (cough,) spring-cleaning. Don’t forget to save your unwanted treasures for the Ladies
annual garage sale on Thursday May 6th from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm and Saturday May 8th from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. You
can begin to drop off your items on Saturday May 1st. Please do not bring in items before the 1st, as we have nowhere to
store them. Our proceeds from the garage sale go to our scholarship fund so please support us by donating or purchasing,
or both! Our annual flower and vegetable sale will be on Friday May 7th, and Saturday May 8th from 9:00am to 5:00
pm and Sunday May 9th from 9:00am to 2:00 pm. Thank you.
Nancy Doutt, Membership Chairman- Congratulations Unit 91! We not only reached but surpassed our 2010 goal and
currently stand at 101.33%. Imagine what we can accomplish 304 strong. If you are ever interested in learning more about
any of the Auxiliary programs and how we help with the Veterans, their families, and the community, please ask any Unit
officer. Thank you!
Nancy Doutt, Community Service Chairman- Spring is a busy time for the Auxiliary with the Easter bunny lunch, the
annual garage sale, and the flower sale. On top of all of that, we have about 17 annual reports and narratives due
highlighting the great things we’ve accomplished over the past year. If you’d like to have any of your good works included,
please contact Nancy at (440) 552-4713 as soon as possible. In April we also have the nomination of officers with the
election in May. Any of the current officers would welcome some new leadership blood and fresh ideas. We end our May
with helping our fellow Post members decorate the graves of Veterans and participate in one of the most moving Memorial
Day services in the area. These are just some of the reasons you ladies joined the Auxiliary in the first place—to honor
your relatives. Thank you for your time and commitment.
Garage Sale—The annual garage sale benefitting the Auxiliary annual scholarship will be held Thursday, May 6th, and
Saturday, May 8th. You can deliver your items to the Post hall beginning Sunday, May 2. Thank you
Auxiliary Scholarship- Completed Auxiliary scholarship applications are due at the Post by April 15th, enclosed in
envelope, Attn: Auxiliary Scholarship Committee.
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Sons of the American Legion g Officers Notes
Tim Monahan, Commander- We have finished with the revisions in our By-Laws. At our last meeting we voted on those revisions and
have added them into the existing document. After the new document is printed we will send it to Columbus to make sure we did
everything right. After Columbus reviews the changes it will be returned and will become our guide in running Squadron 91. Thanks
to everyone who participated in the process.
At the time this article was due we had not yet held our Reverse Raffle. But I am sure we all had a real good time. I’m sure the food
was delicious. I will be able to give you a better update in my next article.
Remember, ELECTIONS are coming up. If you want to nominate yourself of anyone else, you have to be at the meeting. Nominations
will be taken from the floor.
REMEMBER, we meet the second Wednesday of the month at 7:30pm. Hope to see you at the next meeting!!
Dave “Bear” Hof Membership/Finance- Membership is at an ALL TIME HIGH of 311 as of March 19th. Our quota for the year was 304
so we did a fine job on membership. We are now the largest Squadron in the 13th District.
Hope everyone had a good time at the reverse raffle on the 20th of March.
From reports I got, all had a good time on the Post bus trip. I’m sorry I missed it but because of my knee replacement operations I
just couldn’t make it. Next year I’ll be there.
District meeting will be at Post 627 on April 18th at 11:00am, coffee at 10:00am.

American Legion Riders g Officers Notes
Jerry “No Handle” Haumschild, Asst. Director- The American Legion Riders recently held elections for the 2010 riding year. The new
Officers and Executive Committee members are:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Director: Ed Leopold
Assistant Director: Jerry Haumschild Sr.
Road Captain: Bob Klima
Secretary: Patty Klima
Chaplain: Dan Szerszen
Sergeant-at-Arms: Todd Riedel
Treasurer: Margie Leopold
Historian: Deanna McRoberts
Membership: Brent McRoberts
Judge Advocate: Brian Daberkow

Congratulations to all new elected and appointed Officers.
The board of directors and the Executive Committee are currently working very hard on writing, compiling and then implementing
our first set of Chapter By-Laws. We have looked at the By-Laws of other chapters, adding and deleting items to fit our needs. We
have also had much knowledgeable input from the ALR Judge Advocate, Post 91 Commander, Mel Baher, and Post Judge Advocate Ron
Fazekas. We have had our first reading of the By-Laws in front of the Chapter membership in February. After two more readings we
will then vote on them, to become the foundation by which we will operate.
Beginning Sunday March 7th and continuing until further notice, the American Legion Riders will be cooking breakfast at the Post
every first and fourth Sunday of the month. Come out and enjoy eggs cooked to order, pancakes, bacon and juices all for a very
reasonable price.
Do you own a motorcycle? If so, please think about joining the American Legion Riders. We have a lot of great rides planned for this
summer. And if you do not have a motorcycle, think about becoming a “Supporter” of the Riders. You will be guaranteed to have a
great time. Ask any Chapter member for more information.
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Editor g Post By The Lake
Ron Fazekas, Editor- What’s Ron thinking this month……… Well since January of
2009 the US government now controls the banks, auto companies, health care
and next will be insurance companies. The private sector is being assaulted and
pretty soon there will be no private jobs. Our Vice President stated that if this
health bill passes, the government will control the insurance companies and they
will be the next entity to go out of business. Well it just passed, so look out
insurance premiums.
Washington, D.C. - passed a bill over 2,000 pages long, costing $1.2 trillion just in
the first decade, adding at least 118 new federal agencies, and hiring 16,000 new
IRS agents to enforce the $569.2 billion in new tax increases do you really think
that anyone read the whole bill.
Dennis Kucinich is a snake. Sorry I just had to say that. Don’t start with the letters
again.
The government already is in the health care business such as Medicare, Medicaid
and the VA. They have declined more claims than most insurance companies. I
think a lot of us veterans have seen the VA first hand, try and get an appointment
there.
9.8% unemployment. How is that hope and change working for us now.
Yes we are beginning to spread the wealth around just as our President said he
was going to do. So us tax payers can pay for the folks who do not work.
When we add 32 million more people to health insurance where are all of the
doctors going to come from to handle this workload. Is this where long waiting
lines come from in other socialist countries?
Did you know the Cartoon Network has more cable viewers than CNN and MSNBC
combined?
Fox News is ranked 2nd in the cable channels ratings just behind USA.
As Scott Rasmussen notes in his new book, “If we ever found a Little League team
behaving as poorly as the Republicans and Democrats or the congressman and
senators, we’d probably disband the team and go home. Heck, we might even
disband the entire league and bulldoze the field.”
Did you know that the average salary of the government worker is $74,000/yr
that is more than the average salary of workers in the private sector? So who is
paying their salaries, it sure isn’t from the profits that the government makes.
We the American workers who pay taxes are paying their wages.
Did you know that the 90% of union membership is in the public sector? So is there
anything the government runs that is actually working. Let’s see the government
runs the Postal service, TSA, VA, DMV, ODOT, Medicaid, Medicare, Social Security
and on and on… I rest my case.
How long are we going to put up with these idiots in Washington? The American
people spoke decisively against a big government, high tax, Washington knows
best, pro trial lawyer centralized bureaucratic health system and it passed
anyway. Sunday March 21st was one more step in the fight against a “Washington
knows best” and “Washington should run everything” attitude.
Is the next big push Amnesty for illegal’s? Stay tuned.
(These editorials are the opinion of the Editor and do not reflect the opinions
of the members of Post 91.)

16th Annual Bus Trip
Ron Fazekas Tour Director- The trip began
Saturday March 6th where a wonderful
breakfast was served by Marianna and Dolly
and a cast of thousands, well maybe only
3, to the 47 happy and anticipating riders.
At 9:30AM our bus arrived with our favorite
driver, Judy, and we were on the road and
on schedule at 10AM, heading to Columbiana
with again, one of our biggest turnouts for a
bus trip. During the 1.5 hour trip we watched
movies and did a little gambling.
11:30AM we arrived at Columbiana. The
building was beautiful set back from the
road. The Commander gave us a tour of
the building, and showed us their beautiful
Pavilion out back. They served us a great
meal with subs and homemade potato salad.
We spent 2 hours gambling and drinking
and at 1:30 we left Columbiana heading for
Alliance.
Arriving in Alliance we were greeted with
a buffet of hot dogs and chili. This was our
second trip to Alliance and we knew they had
a bowling alley behind the canteen and it had
been upgraded from pin boys to automatic
pin setters. We had a good time meeting
the local members and taking over their
canteen room. They were very cordial and
we enjoyed their company but unfortunately
3:45 came real quick and it was time to head
to Ravenna.
When we arrived in Ravenna we settled
in to the canteen and enjoyed some more
good food and again some people gambled
and some played games and just had a good
time. After 2 hours it was time to move on.
At 6:15 we were headed to Stow.
When we arrived in Stow the Post had a nice
buffet set up for us. The only drawback was
the Post does not follow the no smoking ban
and after spending 2 hours there you can
appreciate the no smoking policy that we
follow at our Post.
Judy got us all back to our Post home safely.
Some of the group stopped in for a nightcap
and pizza while some went home. This year
I stayed somewhat sober. Now I will be
planning our 17th annual trip for next year.
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VA To The Rescue
The Department of Veterans Affairs has announced an aggressive new initiative to solicit private-sector input on a proposed “fast track”
process for veterans’ claims for service-connected presumptive illnesses due to Agent Orange exposure during the Vietnam conflict.
Over the next two years, about 200,000 veterans are expected to file disability compensation claims under an historic expansion of
three new presumptive illnesses announced last year by VA Secretary Eric Shinseki. They affect veterans who have Parkinson’s disease,
ischemic heart disease and B-cell leukemia’s.
In practical terms, veterans who served in Vietnam during the war and who have one of the illnesses covered by the “presumption
of service connection” don’t have to prove an association between their medical problems and military service. This “presumption”
makes it easier for Vietnam veterans to access disability compensation benefits. Vietnam veterans are encouraged to submit their
claims as soon as possible to begin the process of compensation.
Along with the publication of proposed regulations for the three new presumptives this spring, VA intends to publish a formal request in
Federal Business Opportunities for private-sector corporations to propose automated solutions for the parts of the claims process that
take the longest amount of time. VA believes these can be collected in a more streamlined and accurate way.
Development involves determining what additional information is needed to adjudicate the claim, such as military and private medical
records and the scheduling of medical examinations.
With this new approach, VA expects to shorten the time it takes to gather evidence, which now takes, on average, over 90 days. Once
the claim is fully developed and all pertinent information is gathered, VA will be able to more quickly decide the claim and process the
award, if granted.
The contract is expected to be awarded in April, with proposed solutions offered to VA within 90 days. Implementation of the solution
is expected within 150 days.
On March 8, VA and Department of Defense announced the next phase of the Virtual Lifetime Electronic Record Health Communities
Program. This initiative is aimed at improving care and services to service members and veterans by sharing health information using
the Nationwide Health Information Network developed under the leadership of the Department of Health and Human Services.
DoD and VA selected the Virginia/Tidewater area of southeastern Virginia as the next area to partner with. Based on its high concentration
of veterans, military retirees, members of the Guard, reserve and active-duty service members and their dependents.
In the Virginia/Tidewater area, VA and DoD will partner with private-sector hospitals that have joined a regional health information
exchange in this area. The Virginia/Tidewater pilot builds on the first pilot in San Diego with Kaiser Permanente.
Service members and veterans in the Virginia/Tidewater area will be invited to participate in this health data exchange program,
scheduled to launch this year. Individuals who choose to participate will authorize their public and private sector health-care providers
and doctors to share specific health information electronically, safely, securely and privately.
The program, through policy and technology, places the highest priority on patient privacy and data security. No exchange of information
will occur without the appropriate permissions of the individual patients. Access to care will not be affected by a decision not to
participate.

Margaritaville

Gina Hoff, Bar Manager- Just wanted to let everyone
know that Margaritaville is scheduled for Saturday, June
12th this year. Please mark your calendars and look for
more details in the canteen as we get closer to the date.
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Baldwin-Wallace College in Berea and Beachwood is a “Yellow Ribbon” School
Baldwin-Wallace College (B-W) is designated by the U.S. Department of Veteran’s Affair (VA) as a “Yellow Ribbon” school. The Yellow
Ribbon Program allows degree granting institutions of higher learning in the United States to enter an agreement with the VA to fund
tuition and fee expenses that exceed the highest public-in-state undergraduate tuition and fee rate. Qualifying veterans or their
spouse or dependent child (with transfer of benefits) may ne able to attend B-W tuition free!
B-W is a private, liberal arts, Methodist affiliated learning community with outstanding programs of study, whether you’re enrolling in
college for the first time or are ready to pursue graduate studies. B-W prides itself on offering small class sizes, personalized advising
and comprehensive career services. There are qualified people to help you every step of the way at B-W.
Post- 9/11 GI Bill benefits and Yellow Ribbon benefits can be used at the main B-W campus in Berea and at B-W East in Beachwood.
To learn more about the Post-9/11 GI Bill and the qualifications for benefits, visit http://www.gibill.va.gov or call 1-800-827-1000 (press
0 to speak to an operator as the recorded message begins).
To learn more about Baldwin-Wallace College visit http://www.bw.edu or call 440-826-8012.
Find out today if a Baldwin-Wallace College education is a possibility for you!
Michelle J. Kelling, Graduate Intern
Adult & Continuing Education

Pavilion Pavers
AMERICAN LEGION POST 91 PAVILION BRICK PAVERS $40 EACH
PURCHASERS NAME____________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS_______________________________________________________________________________________
CITY_______________________________________________________STATE_______________ZIP____________
PHONE________________________________
your message: UP TO 3 LINES AT 20 CHARACTERS PER LINE (INCLUDING SPACE AND PUNCTUATION)

Please make checks payable to: American Legion Post 91
Mail to:
American Legion Post 91
91 American Legion Parkway
Berea, OH 44017
ATT: Pavilion Brick Pavers Project
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Another Great St. Patrick’s Day At Post 91
Ron Fazekas, Post 91 Leprechaun- St. Patrick’s Day was a huge success we served
over 450 pounds of corned beef and had plenty until 7PM and everyone stayed
around until 10PM enjoying the Karaoke and dancing. A big Thanks to Tim & Sue
Milter, Tim Monahan, George & Sandy Masie, Frank & Tina Whalen for the cooking
and serving. And all of this could not have been such a great success without our
Post Chef Pam Peris who spent all week cooking corned beef and ordering all of
the sides to make this a great function. Pam you’re the best.

Important Dates g Post 91
April

4.........
11........
12........
16........
17........

Easter Sunday (Post Closed)
Polish Dinner
Indians Home Opener
Last Fish Fry
NBA Playoffs Begin

Contacts g Post 91
May

6.........
7-10......
8.........
9.........
13........

Garage Sale
Flower Sale
Garage Sale
Mother’s Day Breakfast
Officer Elections

HALL RENTALS
Please contact Sue Milter Monday Saturday from 10:00AM till 3:00PM @
440-234-0091, and from 3:00PM until
9:00PM on her cell 440-623-6494.
Membership/General info
Please call 440-234-0091 or visit our
website: www.postbythelake.com.
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