June/July 2011

Happy 4th of July

Commander g Post 91

Fellow Legionnaires & Members of Post 91,

Here it is the end of spring and the rain hasn’t stopped yet. The Blue Caps had our monthly meeting
and the annual elections were held. I was elected Commander of Post 91. I want to thank everyone
that attended the meeting and the many members of the Post that gave me their vote of confidence
to run for Commander. I am honored. Congratulations to Mel Baher, elected 1st Vice Commander, C.W.
Smith, elected 2nd Vice Commander, Jeff Meyers, elected Adjutant, and Ron Fazekas elected Finance
officer. The executive board and delegates were also elected. I want to thank Ed Leopold for his
leadership during the past year as Commander and Don Vaji as 2nd Vice Commander.
There are a lot of events coming up, so remember to check out the calendars so you don’t miss
anything. Take the time to come down and don’t be afraid to ask if there is anything you can do
to help. We always need help. Check the signup board for the monthly work party, it happens on a
Saturday and your help is welcome. Blue Caps, I have stated it before- Take the time to come to a
meeting. We have almost 600 Blue Cap members and I would like to see you at every meeting, but if
you just pick ONE meeting to come to, that could be 50 plus members at a meeting.
I hope to see many of you down at the Post and if you have any questions or comments for me, please
stop me and take the time to talk. Remember to take the time to get involved at your Post and if
given the chance, thank a Vet.

For God and Country,

Tony Mazzeo
Post By The Lake Newsletter
June/July 2011
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DOD Announces Vietnam War 50th Anniversary
Commemoration Program
The Department of Defense announced today its program to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Vietnam
War. The program will:
•

•

•
•
•

Thank and honor veterans of the Vietnam War, including personnel who were held as prisoners of war
or listed as missing in action, for their service and sacrifice on behalf of the United States and to thank
and honor the families of these veterans.
Highlight the service of the armed forces during the Vietnam War and the contributions of federal
agencies and governmental and non-governmental organizations that served with, or in support of, the
armed forces.
Pay tribute to the contributions made on the home front by the people of the United States during the
Vietnam War.
Highlight the advances in technology, science, and medicine related to the military research conducted
during the Vietnam War.
Recognize the contributions and sacrifices made by the allies of the United States during the Vietnam
War.

DoD representatives will coordinate with other federal agencies, veteran groups, state, local government and
non-government organizations for their input in Vietnam War commemoration activities. For more information
call 877-387-9951 or visit the official website at http://www.vietnamwar50th.com/.
In Accordance With Public Law 110-181 SEC. 598; the 2008 National Defense Authorization Act authorized the
Secretary of Defense to conduct a program to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the Vietnam War and “in
conducting the commemorative program, the Secretary shall coordinate, support, and facilitate other programs
and activities of the Federal Government, State and local governments, and other persons and organizations in
commemoration of the Vietnam War.”
The Secretary of Defense shall determine the schedule of major events and priority of efforts for the
commemorative program, in order to ensure achievement of the objectives specified in Law.
The commemorative program will include activities and ceremonies to achieve the following objectives:
1. To thank and honor veterans of the Vietnam War, including personnel who were held as prisoners of war
(POW), or listed as missing in action (MIA), for their service and sacrifice on behalf of the United States
and to thank and honor the families of these veterans.
2. To highlight the service of the Armed Forces during the Vietnam War and the contributions of Federal
agencies and governmental and non-governmental organizations that served with, or in support of, the
Armed Forces.
3. To pay tribute to the contributions made on the home front by the people of the United States during
the Vietnam War.
4. To highlight the advances in technology, science, and medicine related to military research conducted
during the Vietnam War.
5. To recognize the contributions and sacrifices made by the allies of the United States during the Vietnam
War.
Continued on Page 7
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The American Legion g Officers Notes
Mel Baher, 1st Vice Commander- Well our May elections are over and I would
like to thank everyone for their vote of confidence in electing me as your
1st Vice Commander. Membership is my name and my game. Post 91 has met
membership goals and All-time high now for FOURTEEN continuous years and
we don’t plan on stopping anytime soon. As of this writing our 2011 Blue Cap
membership stands at 593, and our 2012 membership drive will begin on July
1st. I know from past experience, many of you will pay as soon as you receive
your notice, and I thank you for that. To receive your “Early Bird” sticker you
need to pay before November 11th, Veterans Day.
By the time you have this newsletter in your hands, our Memorial Day program
will have been completed and we will be planning our June 14th Flag Day
ceremony, I hope to see everyone at 7:00PM in the pavilion.
July 4th is just around the corner and there is no better place to watch the
fireworks, enjoy good food and drink, and be among friends. Our family picnic
in August, Patriot Day on September 11th, National POW/MIA day September
16th will be addressed in our next newsletter, but these are the events that
make you proud to be a member of Post 91. Think about asking your neighbor,
co-worker, or even your close friends “Did you serve in the military?” - they
may be eligible to join The American Legion and they too then can enjoy the
same camaraderie that you do as a member of Post 91. If you need help with
the paperwork, and or securing a copy of the DD214, please contact me at
the Post or call me on my cell phone at 216-214-9314. Care of our returning
Veterans, Children & Youth, Americanism, and National Security are the four
pillars of The American Legion and YOU can make a difference, by becoming
involved in what we do on a daily basis.
For God and Country - Thank You!
Don Vaji, Gifts For The Yanks- We are off to a good start for our 2011-12 Gifts
for the Yanks campaign, so let’s keep it going.
Mark your calendar for the Indians games June 19th 1:05 PM, raffle, food and
give-a-ways when the tribe scores. Come on down and have some fun. You may
get lucky.

Upcoming Events:
June 14th Flag Day- flag disposal
ceremony 7PM at Post home. If
you have any unserviceable flags
for disposal please bring them to
the Post home.

The casino Bus trip to the Meadowlands has only 12 seats remaining. Don’t wait,
if you want to go sign up soon. More information in next newsletter.

July 4th- come on down to the
Post and enjoy Berea’s fireworks
in the Post parking lot.

New Membership g Post 91

Sick Call g Post 91

The American Legion
Pamela L Noll, Kevin Kinyon, Gary Ballas,
Jeff Sedlak, Bradley Yund

George Turner, Paul Varga

Sons of the American Legion
Ron Mordarski , Charles Bushley II, John
Brunnet, Brandon Chuha, Kyle Chuha,
Tyler Chuha, James Ulman, Dennis
Kocian, Brain Peabody
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C. W. “Bill” Smith, 2nd Vice
Commander- I wish to thank the
members of Post 91 for electing
me as the 2nd Vice Commander.
It is an honor to serve this great
Post. I want to thank Don Vaji for
his hard work over the last two
years, also his kind comments at
the membership meeting. For this
issue I am behind the power curve
and with the election on Thursday
and the newsletter deadline on
Sunday I have just a few things
to note. However, please be sure
and check out the board as I will
be Posting any and all items as
they become available.
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American Legion Auxilary
Kimberly Chuha, Cheryl Dennis, Alanna
Ginley, Susan Kinyon, Tina Krepelka,
Katherine Laubert, Kelli Wells

Taps g Post 91
Jim Hollingsworth, George Clark

American Legion Auxiliary g Officers Notes
Sheri Krepelka, President- Hopefully by the time you all get this newsletter
the rain has stopped.
I don’t know about the rest of you but my grass may be up to my knees by the
time it can be cut.
The new officers have been elected and are just about the same. We do not
have a 2nd vice president. In our unit the 2nd vice handles our poppy program
only and only gets busy in April and May.
Our main meeting is the 2nd Monday of every month and our executive board
is the 4th Monday of every month. If interested come to a meeting and ask
questions.
I hope to see you all at the Memorial Day services and parade.
We will be starting a new and exciting year with the Juniors, Our meetings are
the 2nd Saturday of every month for girls between the ages of 7 and 17. We do
a lot of community service and help our hospitalized veterans. Come join us.

Donella Kline 2nd Vice PresidentOn Saturday, May 7th, 2011 the first
Run for the Poppies was held. We
had 29 “runners”. The day started
off very pleasant for a 5K run. The
final participants to cross the finish
were a bit damp but in high spirits.
A fun time was had by all.
Congratulations to the winners of
the Poppy Hat contest: N a t a l i e
Keller, Nick Campbell, Marianna
Peris and John Matricardi.

Thank

you to everyone who participated in
the Poppy Hat contest. There were
some very creative creations!

Vicki Chainey, 1st Vice President- Thanks to everyone that helped or donated
to the Garage Sale and for those that helped and supported the Easter Strudel
& Flower Sale, all were a great success thanks to you.

Thank you to our judges – 13th

The Easter Bunny Luncheon was a hit again with 39 Kids & 62 Adults in
attendance.

Attorney Jim Walters.

•
•
•

•

June 19th: Father’s Day Breakfast will be canceled due to the kitchen
remodeling.
June 25th: Duck Race to Save The Victory Arch will be held at the Berea
Fairgrounds, look for detail in Post or contact Nancy Doutt.
July 4th: Fireworks On The Lake, bring your family and enjoy food off
the grill and cold beverages, don’t forget your lawn chairs to watch the
fireworks.
July 22nd: Pajama Walk, starts at the Post at 7 pm, enjoy a hamburger
before we set out on a fun night. Proceeds go to the Berea Animal Rescue
(ARF), let Nancy Doutt know if you will be attending.

July 31st: Baby Shower whole month of July for the local Cleveland Pregnancy
Center, please bring new baby items of any kind, diapers, blankets, clothes,
bottles, etc.as all is in need to help these mothers. look for the dropoff box
in the Post Canteen. Cake, punch and finger sandwiches will be served from
1-3 pm. Help fill up a baby bottle with your loose change, look for them in the
canteen, please return bottles to Vicki Chainey or Nancy Doutt before the 31st.
We will have a representative from the Berea office to answer any questions.
If you would like to volunteer help of any kind, maybe bake a dessert, sew or
crochet, help on a fundraiser dinner, etc. please contact Vicki Chainey or Nancy
Doutt, all help is appreciated.
As always, support your Post organization in anyway you can.

District

President

Pat

Trusnick,

Councilman-at-large Dale Lange and

I would like to give a shout out to
all of the volunteers THANK YOU!
Without you the run would never
have happened.
Thank you to Liz and Dave from
the Eastland and also to Mike from
Mike’s Bar and Grill two of our check
points!

The cucumber sandwiches

and beverages were a huge hit with
the participants!
Thank you to our roving photographer
Jim Walters – Check in with the Post
website for photos.
Please mark your calendars for May
5th, 2012, for the 2nd Run for the
Poppies.
Continued on Page 6
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American Legion Riders g Officers Notes
Ed “Big Ed” Leopold, Director- Well, here we are again; ready to ride the bikes, but Mother Nature is not cooperating.
Let the rain drops stop. Asst. Director, Chuck and I went to Columbus, where our state ALR meeting was held on May
14th. There was some informative information. National and State have no ruling over the American Legion Riders, we
are solely governed by our Post and should follow all Post by-laws and Constitution, which we already do.
We received an award for the contribution to the Legacy Fund which was presented to Ed Mencke at our last meeting.
Speaking of our last meeting where was everybody? Poor, poor turnout. If you don’t attend the monthly meeting don’t
complain if you don’t like something. You have a voice, attend and use it.
At our last meeting I appointed 5 people to re map our by-laws to bring them up to date. Joanne Koteles is the chairperson,
if you have or want to see something changed e-mail her with your suggestions.
Once again I would like to Thank everyone who helped with the Post fish fry’s and also our Sunday breakfast, it was a
good time and hope to see some new faces in the new remodeled kitchen in the fall to start the breakfasts.
From June 9th-15th I will be out of town, Assistant Director will be in charge. For any questions you may have, or problems
contact Chuck. Keep your ride schedule close by so you know what is going on, and hopefully we will be able to get out
and do some of them.
We should have a busy June and July, and just a heads up for August we will be having our annual Pig Roast on August
6th. Keep that date open, other details to follow in the next newsletter or flyers at the Post. Thank a Vet.

2011 Post 91 Scholarship Winners
Albert E. Baesel Scholarship................. Kaylin Leopold
Thomas Marks Scholarship.................... Megan Steinmetz
James C. Masie Scholarship.................. Eric Smith
Virginia Offenberg Scholarship............... Katherine Laubert

James C. Masie Memorial Golf Classic
Jimmy Masie, JCM Committee- The James C. Masie Memorial Golf Classic
will be held on Saturday August 13, 2011 at Emerald Woods Golf Courses
located in nearby Columbia Station.
The tournament starts at 9am with a shotgun start. Players golf in
foursomes and you do not have to be on a team to participate.
Proceeds benefit The James C. Masie Memorial Scholarship Fund.
Registration fee will be annouced soon... keep an eye out at the canteen.
Includes 18 holes of golf, cart, lunch, steak dinner, various contests, and
goodies. Sign up deadline is late July.
If you wish to participate, volunteer, or sponsor a hole, please contact Ron
Fazekas at 440-826-3769, Mel Baher at 440-234-8431 or the Post Canteen at 440234-0091.

5

www.postbythelake.com

Sons of the American Legion g Officers Notes
Chuck O’Malley, S.A.L. Commander- Thank You to all the officers who served over the last year we appreciate their
efforts and look forward to their guidance in the upcoming year. We would like to invite all members to our next meeting
June 8th at 7:30 in the Hall We currently are planning our Annual Steak Roast. The date and time will be announced in
the next newsletter as well as on our Facebook page Sons of the American Legion-Squadron 91-Berea, Ohio.
Tim Monahan, 1st Vice Commander- We will be having a NASCAR/TACO PARTY Sunday July 31st in the Canteen. The
Brickyard 400 will be starting at 1PM Sponsored by the A.L.R. and the S.A.L. Cost: $3.00. There will be a Taco topping
contest Bring your favorite Salsa/Taco Topping. Prizes awarded for best topping. (shells and meat will be provided)
Sideboards, 50/50 raffles, plus other games of chance! All proceeds benefit the CELIAC foundation.
Dave ‘Bear’ Hof, Finance/Membership- Membership is over for the year 2011, our Quota was 316. As of the convention (
May 13,14.15) we are the LARGEST SQUADRON in the 13th District of Ohio. We have an all-time high membership of 338.
There are some new things that will be coming to our Squadron, Come to a meeting and see whats happening. Meetings
are on the 2nd Wednesday at 7:30pm in the Hall at the Post; they only last about an hour.

American Legion Auxiliary g Officers Notes (continued from page 4)
Nancy Doutt, Membership Chairman- Thank you Unit 91 Auxiliary!!! We reached goal on April 22 and are now two over.
The membership drive will be at lull in the next couple of months while we gear up for the 2012 drive, which starts August
1. 2012 dues will remain at $25.00 for seniors and $5.00 for juniors. Come August 1st, you do not have to wait for your
national membership dues notice to pay your dues. Early bird gets the sticker!!! Thank you.
American Legion Auxiliary Scholarship and Post 91 Garage Sale- Thank you to everyone who contributed to or
purchased at this year’s garage sale. We had a record-breaking sale, allowing us to award 4 scholarships. This year’s
recipients are Gloria Geschke, Julie Haumschild, Kaylin Leopold, and Alicia Corona. Congratulations, and the Auxiliary
commends you on your community service and wishes you luck in your future education.
Save Our Victory Arch- There will be a live duck race at the Berea fairgrounds on Saturday, June 25, to help raise funds
for the restoration of the Victory Arch for Gate 1 of the Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds. If you are interested in attending,
sponsoring/naming a duck, sponsoring a race, or placing an add in the program, please contact Nancy at (440) 552-4713.
If you are interested in any other S.O.V.A. merchandise, all give Nancy a call.
Pajama Walk- The annual pajama walk benefitting Berea Animal Rescue will be held on Friday, July 22. The event starts
at 7:00 p.m. at the Legion with burger night, and then the teams head out to various local establishments. Please contact
Nancy at (440) 552-4713 by June 22, if you’re interested in participating.
The Power of One- The Auxiliary would like to take this opportunity to highlight another one of our volunteers to show
how one person can make a difference in the lives of others. Leah Buckholzer , 90 years young, has been faithfully
volunteering with Berea Children’s Home and Family Services (BCHFC) for over 12 years. She was first introduced to
BCHFS when her daughter-in-law introduced her to another volunteer of over 20 years. “I have been volunteering for most
of my life and it was the type of work I was used to doing,” said Leah, “so I joined BCHFS and have been volunteering here
ever since. I enjoy the volunteer work and the office staff are dolls! I talk Berea Children’s Home and Family Services
up all the time.”
Working primarily in the Advancement Department, Leah’s volunteer role includes assembling mailings, making copies,
shredding and much more. BCHFS says, “Over the years”, Leah has been there to help with a variety of office assignments.
She takes great pride in her work, and is very willing to help with any project. It is always enjoyable to have Leah’s help
around the office.” Thank you, Leah, for enhancing BCHFS’s ability to bring hope to the children and families they serve.
You are appreciated!!
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Vietnam War 50th Anniversary (continued from page 2)
About The Logo
A representation of the Vietnam Service Ribbon rests atop the inner rings of the logo. “The Vietnam Service Medal is awarded to all
members of the United States Armed Forces serving in Vietnam and contiguous waters or airspace thereover, and members of the
Armed Forces of the United States in Thailand, Laos, or Cambodia, or the airspace thereover, during eligible periods and serving in
direct support of operations in Vietnam.”
The red, white, and blue inner rings represent the flag of the United States of America.
The outer black ring serves as a reminder of the prisoners of war and those missing
in action.
The Great Seal at the top of the inner blue ring represents the contributions of
Federal agencies, governmental and non-governmental organizations that served
with, or in support of, the Armed Forces, and the contributions made on the home
front by the people of the United States during the Vietnam War.
The six additional seals represent the service and dedication of the men and women
of the following organizations, presented in order of precedence, left to right, top
to bottom, the U.S. Army, U.S. Marine Corps, U.S. Navy, U.S. Air Force, U.S. Coast
Guard, and the U.S. Merchant Marine.
The seven white stars between the seals symbolize the contributions and sacrifices
made by the United States and its allies: Vietnam, the Republic of Korea, Australia,
New Zealand, Philippines and Thailand.
The center circle contains a map of Vietnam in black, with outlines of Cambodia, Laos, and Thailand representing the contiguous
territories where U.S. Armed Forces served.
The gold color of the banner and the center circle represents the 50th Anniversary of the Vietnam War.
The laurel wreath signifies honor to all who served.

Charity Report g Post 91
Post 91 has made the following charitable contributions for the
months of April-May 2011:

Happy Birthday America!
July 4th, come watch the
Berea Fireworks at the Post.
Food and Beverage Provided.
Members park for free!
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Berea Braves Girls Fast Pitch...............................
Hanson House.................................................
City of Berea (Fireworks)...................................
Berea City School District...................................
North End Foundation.......................................
Berea Arts Fest...............................................
Southwest Community Health Center(Precious Pals)....
Woodvale Cemetery.........................................
Berea Lake Towers...........................................
Susan G Komen...............................................
MDA............................................................
Auxiliary Unit 91..............................................
A.L.R. Riders Chapter 91....................................
S.A.L. Squadron 91...........................................
Berea High School Alumni Association....................
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation..................
Gifts for the Yanks...........................................
Total...........................................................

$200
$100
$1,000
$200
$200
$100
$500
$500
$200
$200
$58
$650
$550
$550
$100
1,000.91
$12,303.91
$17,312.82

Post 91
Legion Riders
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June 19th

27

26
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Executive Board
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20
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7:30PM Meeting
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15

9
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7
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5
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1
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3
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4
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WEDNESDAY
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3
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28
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8

1

7
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Jr. Auxiliary
1PM
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Editor g Post By The Lake
Ron Fazekas, Editor- An article that expresses how I feel about the Osama bin Laden killing. God bless our fighting men.
From an article on 5//113 from Michael Barone, The Washington Examiner’s senior political analyst:
Let’s give credit to our President for approving the military operation that resulted in the death of Osama bin Laden.
Behind the scenes he made a right but risky decision, without any leaks to the press, to achieve an objective sought by
two presidents and thousands in the American government and military since Sept. 11, 2001.
While we may not know all the details about and behind this operation, it’s fascinating to see how many of the things
that made the success of this operation possible were not so long ago maligned by many of the president’s fans and fellow
partisans.
For one thing, it apparently would not have happened without those infamous enhanced interrogation techniques -“torture,” according to critics of the previous administration.
The enhanced interrogation techniques reportedly led to identification of the courier who eventually led our forces to bin
Laden’s hiding place. Critics of waterboarding and other enhanced interrogation techniques assured us that “torture” could
not produce reliable information. But the bin Laden operation shows that they can also produce actionable intelligence.
You may remember that many in the previous Congress called for criminal prosecution of CIA interrogators who were acting
under orders vetted by legal counsel. The Attorney General actually considered bringing such prosecutions.
It has also been reported that in hunting down bin Laden our forces relied on intercepted communications. I wonder if
this was the “domestic wiretapping” revealed to great acclaim by the New York Times and presented as an intolerable
infringement of civil liberties. Given what we know now, it’s a good thing our folks were tuning in.
The President also deserves credit also for employing the Navy SEALs who are part of the Joint Special Operations
Command. It was fashionable a few years ago to call the JSOC Cheney’s death squad and Cheney’s assassination team.
There was criticism as well of the idea of targeting particular individuals for assassination. But in ordering the raid on bin
Laden’s compound the President authorized the killing of bin Laden. And no Miranda warnings first.
Bin Laden’s death removes the possibility of any debate about where he would be confined or tried. Guantanamo or
Manhattan!!!
Finally, let us note that this was a unilateral operation. The President didn’t go to the United Nations Security Council. He
didn’t, so far as we know, consult NATO allies. He took care not to inform the government of Pakistan, some elements of
which obviously knew that bin Laden was ensconced in a house 800 meters away from Pakistan’s military academy.
For years we heard supposedly enlightened people excoriate our former leaders for torture, lawlessness, unilateralism
-- the list goes on and on. Now the President they have wanted has used the tactics and methods they excoriated to get
bin Laden. Good for him.
These editorials are the opinion of the Editor and
do not reflect the opinions of the members of Post 91.
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June Kitchen Construction
The month of June the kitchen will be under construction so we will be serving
a limited menu and service. Most of the cooking will be grilled outside. Lunches
will continue on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday from 11AM to 3:45PM.
Wednesday evenings in June and July, we will be serving an 8oz. strip steak
dinner which includes a potato, cole slaw and roll for $7.from 6-9PM.
Friday burger nights will continue from 7-10PM. Unfortunately we will not have
fryers so wing nights will be cancelled for the month of June. Look forward to
our grand re-opening in July with our state of the art kitchen.

Important Dates g Post 91
June

14........ Flag Day Ceremony
19........ Father’s Day Breakfast
25........ Duck Race

Contacts g Post 91
July

4......... Fireworks At The Post
22........ PJ Walk
31........ NASCAR/Taco Party

HALL RENTALS
Please contact Sue Milter: Monday though
Saturday 9:00am to 5:00pm @ 440-2340091 or 440-623-6494.
Membership/General info
Please call 440-234-0091 or visit our
website: www.postbythelake.com.
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