February/March 2012

The Story of the
Tuskegee Airmen

Commander

Fellow Legionnaires & Members of Post 91,

Happy New Year to all. I hope your holidays were enjoyable and the New Year finds everyone well.
The Post had some great events in the past two months. There was the children’s Christmas party, Sunday Browns game day, the
Canteen Christmas party and the ALR breakfast on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month. Friday’s fish fry has started and is going
well, stop down if you get a chance. It is a lot of work to bring everything together for any event at the Post, so I want to thank the
Canteen staff for everything you did to make the Christmas party a success. Great Job!!
Check the calendars for the up and coming months for events. If you have time to help, sign up for the work party and enjoy a great
breakfast cooked by your Commander, it happens every 2nd Saturday of the month.
If any member has a concern or comment on issue(s) at the Post, please take the time to talk to me or any officer. I think members
have to take the time and think about what it takes to operate this Post. It is a piece of property that requires upkeep. There is the
parking lot, drive, lawn, garage, pavilion, and main building. The Post has all the equipment associated to the building and the utilities.
It is an American Legion Post, hall, canteen, restaurant, and gathering place for members, family and community.
I received a letter in the mail from a member, I think, because it wasn’t signed. The letter was address to the Post Commander, so I
will respond. The writer stated it was their first Post 91 Christmas party that they attended and was very disappointed, the four issues
were – 1. Cash bar- the Eagles, VFW, etc that I belong too have an open bar, (Open bar would be nice but very costly to the Post) 2.
I was shocked at number of guest permitted, (The Post is about members, friends and community) 3. Music too loud, (the party was
up and down, so if you did not like the music the downstairs was a nice place to socialize) 4. Food was terrible. (I receive a lot of
complements on the food and party overall). At least the cost to attend the Christmas party was reasonable. No cost.
We will as we always do, talk about what was good and bad with all events at the Post, but you might want to think about attending
the other organization’s Christmas party next year.
I believe Post 91 has a lot to offer its members and we do the best we can with the little participation we get. If you get a chance at
least thank the small group of individuals that continue to volunteer their time and help to make our Post so great.
Please remember if given the chance, thank a Vet.

For God and Country,

Tony Mazzeo
Post By The Lake Newsletter
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The Tuskegee Airmen
With the release of the “Red Tails” movie,
the story of the Tuskegee Airmen during
WWII, I though it would be interesting to
learn a little more about this outfit.
Tuskegee Airman were an elite group of
African-American pilots in the 1940s. They
were pioneers in equality and integration
of the Armed Forces. The term “Tuskegee
Airmen” refers to all who were involved
in the Army Air Corps program to train
African Americans to fly and maintain
combat aircraft. The Tuskegee Airmen
included pilots, navigators, bombardiers,
maintenance and support staff, instructors, and all the personnel who kept the planes in the air.
The primary flight training for these service members took place at the Division of Aeronautics of Tuskegee Institute. Air
Corps officials built a separate facility at Tuskegee Army Air Field to train the pilots. The Tuskegee Airmen not only battled
enemies during wartime but also fought against racism and segregation thus proving they were just as good as any other
pilot. Racism was common during World War II and many people did not want blacks to become pilots. They trained
in overcrowded classrooms and airstrips, and suffered from the racist attitude of some military officials. The Tuskegee
Airman suffered many hardships, but they proved themselves to be world class pilots.
Even though the Tuskegee Airmen proved their worth as
military pilots they were still forced to operate in segregated
units and did not fight alongside their white countrymen.
The men earned the nickname “Red Tail Angels” since the
bombers considered their escorts “angels” and the red paint
on the propeller and tail of their planes.
In March of 1942 George Roberts, Benjamin Davis Jr., Charles
BeBow Jr., Mac Ross and Lemuel Custis received silver wings
of Army Air Force pilots. These men completed the standard
Army flight classroom instruction and many hours of flight
time. Receiving their silver wings marked a milestone in being
the first African Americans to qualify as military pilots in any
branch of the armed forces.
By the end of the war, 992 men had graduated from Negro Air
Corps pilot training at Tuskegee; 450 were sent overseas for
combat assignment. During the same period, about 150 lost their lives while in training or on combat flights. These black
Airmen manage to destroy or damage over 409 German airplanes, 950 ground units, and sank a battleship destroyer. They
ran more than 200 bomber escort missions during World War II.
On Nov. 6, 1998, President Clinton approved Public Law 105-355, which established the Tuskegee Airmen National Historic
Site at Moton Field in Tuskegee, Ala., to commemorate and interpret the heroic actions of the Tuskegee Airmen during
World War II.
When the site opened Oct. 10, 2008, at Moton Field, Ala., National Park Officials designated part of Interstate 85, which
passes near the city of Tuskegee, as the Tuskegee Airmen Memorial Highway.
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The American Legion
Mel Baher, 1st Vice Commander- As of this
writing I would like to give you the statistics
of our current Blue Cap membership.
Currently, we have a total of 562 cards that
have been turned in to the Department of
Ohio.
Our quota for the 2012 membership year is
568 with an “ALL TIME HIGH” set at 600,
which means we are only SIX (6) cards short of
quota right now. We will need 32 more cards
before June 30, 2012, to achieve that ATH
status for FIFTEEN (15) consecutive years. So
please, DON”T stop recruiting new members
for Post 91, because the new membership
year still has six more months, ending June
30, 2012. Speaking of NEW members, so far
this year we have added 25 NEW members
to our roles. Along with that 26 members
have transferred INTO Post 91. We currently
have 48 members of the total membership
that are LIFE members, a program that
is now easier then ever to participate in,
because of time payment over 36 months
are available to those who elect to utilize
that program. LIFE membership protects you
from future dues increases and simply means
you have one less bill to pay each year. And
don’t forget Post 91 offers a reduced rate
for LIFE membership applications. Finally, I
am still holding onto 82 cards for members
that PAID in previous years, but have not
done so for 2012, so if you happen to be
one of those reading this article, how about
sending in your dues to the Post today. I
am looking forward to seeing our members
enjoy some of the activities planned for
the next couple of months. Check out the
calendar of events, and make plans to
attend these great functions. Many people
work hard to put on these events and need
your support to make the events a success.
Thanks for belonging to POST 91, and your
continued support.
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C. W. “Bill” Smith, 2nd Vice Commander- Well here we are in a NEW
YEAR, I hope that yours will be a Happy – Healthy one.
UPCOMING:
SUNDAY JANUARY 29 - OUR COMFORT DINNER
SERVING TIME: 4 - 7:00 PM, Cost $6.00 Menu: Stuffed Chicken, Mashed
Potatoes, Corn or Green Beans, Salad, Roll & Butter and Dessert.
Please plan on attending. Tickets available in Canteen. Advance ticket
sales and the day of the event – Till sold OUT
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 11th –VALENTINES DAY DINNER
$25.00/couple OR $14.00 single, Serving time 5 PM to 7 PM. ADVANCE
TICKET SALES ONLY. Cut-off date for ticket sales will be February
4th. Tickets available in Canteen. Menu: Shrimp Appetizer, Prime Rib,
Baked Potato, Green Bean Amandine, Salad, Roll, Butter, Dessert.
SATURDAY MARCH 10th ANNUAL POST 91 BUS TRIP
$20.00/per person. Breakfast 8:30 AM. Trip starts at 10:00 AM till 10:00
PM. Bus capacity 50 people. We will be visiting Posts in Shelby, New
London, Willard, Elyria. Sign up sheet at bar, first come first served.
SATURDAY MARCH 17TH ST. PATTYS DAY. DON’T MISS THIS!
Corned Beef sandwich’s and dinners available form noon to 7PM.
Don’t forget about the Friday Fish Fries, every Friday 6 – 8 PM Great
Food. Also the ALR serves Breakfast every 2nd and 4th Sundays of the
month, check the calendar.
Don ”Flash” Vaji, Post 91 Tour Director- The bus trip to Seneca is sold
out. I’ll let the folks signed up know what the comps are when I get
the information from the casino. I’m trying to set up a side trip Friday
to an American Legion Post details to follow.
Indians spring training starts in February. It won’t be long until you
hear these words, “PLAY BALL”!!! GO TRIBE.
Don “Flash” Vaji, Gifts For Yanks Chairman- I hope everyone had a
great holiday season. So far we have collected $7290 for the 2011-12
drive for the program. Thanks to you all. Cutoff for this year is March
30th.

American Legion Auxiliary
Sheri Krepelka, President- I want to thank everyone that took tags off of the giving tree. We received a letter from
someone that received gifts from our tree. She would not have had any gifts if it wasn’t for Post 91 members. The letter
was very moving and makes the extra effort put forward all worth while.
Fish Fries have started. The Auxiliary will be cooking the 3rd Friday of every month. I hope to see you there. I will be
the one in the funky apron doing dishes with the new dish washer.
I pray that you are all staying safe and warm.
God Bless America, Our Soldiers, and our members.
The Juniors are making no sew blankets to be raffled off. They will be 2 yards long and represent 4 of our countries
services. At our last meeting we got the Navy and Army completed. We will be having another meeting this month and
hope to get the Air Force and Marines completed.
Our 2nd meeting will be Jan 28th and start at 1:00 PM. The money made from these raffles will go towards buying more
material to make blankets for Rainbow Babies and Children’s Hospital. We hope to make a field trip there to deliver them.
This is the 1st fund raising project the girls have taken on. Hopefully it will be successful.
The Juniors meet the 2nd and 4th Saturday of every month. Interested in Crafts? Come join us. There are several
Auxiliary members who come to the meetings. Do you have a daughter or granddaughter that might be interested in
joining? The dues are $5.00 and we have a lot of fun. Please join us.
Vicki Chainey, 1st Vice President- Now that the busy Holiday’s are over we can hopefully get back to normal business.
In case I forgot to thank everyone for all your support during the first half of the year here is a big THANK YOU!!
The Spaghetti Dinner was a success as always, thanks to Nina’s meatballs and sauce recipe, and the proceeds always go
to a good use.
Up & Coming Events for 2012:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

February- Fish Fry’s every Friday night from 6pm-8pm, if you would like to be a team member please contact
Sheri Krepelka or Vicki Chainey.
February 12th- Chili Cook Off in Post canteen, make a pot of chili and enter it to win bragging
rights and money.
February 27th- Strudel Order box will be in the Post by the kitchen counter, $8 each in five kinds, Nut, Poppyseed,
Cheese, Apple & Cherry. Cut-off date is March 23rd; pick-up will be April 1st on Monday night from 7-9pm.
March 17th- Happy St. Patrick’s Day, party at Post 91, best corned beef in town.
March 23rd- Strudel cut-off date for orders
April 1st- Strudel pick-up in Canteen from 7-9 pm, unpaid orders will not be held after this day and will go out
for sell, so pay ahead to make sure you get yours.
April 7th- Kid’s Easter Bunny Luncheon, sign your child up in Canteen to make sure they receive an Easter basket
from the Bunny, free lunch for kid’s and a small fee for adults
April 29th- Garage Sale time is here again so clean out the basement & garage and donate your items as the
proceeds go to the Scholarship Fund. Bring items to the Post Hall during business hours from Sunday April 29th
to Wed May 2nd.
May 3rd & 5th- GARAGE SALE DAYS, Thursday 3rd, 9am - 5pm &Saturday 5th, 9am - 2pm

Keep supporting your Post by attending the many different events put on. God Bless Everyone.
Continued on page 6
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Sons of the American Legion
Chuck O’Malley, Commander- We have started our inaugural Scholarship season. The Bear Hof Annual Scholarship
committee will be looking for eligible students, bound for Post secondary education. The scholarship named for our long
time Squadron and District Treasurer Dave “Bear” Hof will be awarded in the early summer.
We are looking forward to March 24th and our annual reverse Raffle. We will limit the tickets to 125 – so be sure to buy
your tickets early. They will be available behind the bar or from S.A.L. officers by the time you read this Newsletter.
We promise you will have a great time and there will be some old favorite games as well as 1 or 2 new ones. This is one
event you do not want to miss.
We will nominate officers at our March meeting, March 14th at 7:30PM. Please attend and let your voice be heard.
To receive updates of these and all S.A.L. events; Join our Facebook Page: Sons of the American Legion-Squadron
91-Berea, Ohio.
We also hope that you have a very safe and warm winter season.
Dave “Bear” Hof, Membership/Finance- Our Membership QUOTA for the membership year 2011-2012 is 338 members.
As of January 12, 2012 we have 317 paid members, that’s 93.78% of our Quota set by the Department in Columbus. We
need 21 members who have not paid their dues to pay up. By now I hope you know that all unpaid members KEY CARDS
have been turned off, which means you can not use the Canteen, and you are not eligible for any of the drawings, until
YOU PAY YOUR DUES.
If you have moved or know of any member of POST 91 who has PLEASE tell Mel, Nancy, or Bear so we can change the
info on the computer at the Post.
Meetings are on the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:30PM up-stairs at the Post, the meetings only last about 1hour.
We need help with some upcoming events so come find out if you can help.

American Legion Riders
Ed “Big Ed” Leopold, Director- Hello Everyone and fellow riders, I’m writing this on January 9th 2012, its 45 degrees and
no snow, WOW what a change we should be riding but no, yours truly has his bike in storage, who would of known. Jan.
15th we will be having our elections, there are some new faces on the ballot. After the meeting on Sunday Lynn will send
out our new officers, for those who could not make the meeting. So far this winter there is not a lot going on as of yet.
We are in the process of getting together a few fund raisers to support the “Wags 4 Warriors” organization. We would
like to see more volunteers not only for this fund raiser, but also when we do breakfasts the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the
month, and now Fish Fry’s have started so come support your Post. We cook on the 4th Friday of the month.
Don’t just pay your dues and watch other people do things, it is always a fun time to work with your fellow riders and
members, ok off the soap box, just trying to make a point for the good of the riders. We did get rid of the paper recycle
bin, we were having problems of some complaints in the city, and it was not a huge money maker for us. Well that’s all
for now in a few months hopefully we can be riding again.
Thank A Vet.
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American Legion Auxiliary

(cont. from page 4)

Nancy Doutt, Membership Chairman- There were a lot of unpaid
members at the end of year, but we have since bounced back
into good shape and we’re only about 15 members away from
reaching goal!! Thank you to everyone who renewed, joined, or
transferred to Unit 91. More than a few of you have mentioned
that you never received dues notices. The first two notices are
automatically generated from the National Auxiliary. If there is
the slightest difference in the address they have on file and your
address, the notice cannot be delivered. Also, to stay in touch
with the happenings of your Post, if you change addresses, please
drop a line to me or call me so your address can be changed in
our system. Sometimes we only find out when your newsletter
is returned. The 2013 membership drive will begin
August 1st, and an increase in national dues has already been
announced. 2013 Unit dues have not yet been determined. As
always, you do not have to have your dues notice to pay your
dues. We’ve got your number!
Nancy Doutt, Community Service Chairman- Thank you to
everyone who took tags AND returned gifts for the giving tree.
With the decrease in the number of tags this year, all but a
handful were taken and returned. Disappointingly, there were
also a handful of tags taken, but NOT returned so we were
scrambling at the last minute to fill those wishes. Just to
remind you that you DO make a difference in people’s lives but
supporting projects such as this, here’s a thank you note from
one of the recipients on the giving tree.
To my secret angel on earth: OMG….Oh my gosh!!! This
was the best Christmas ever!!! I’m 68-years old and
this is the first time that I ever received everything that
was on my Christmas wish list. How awesome!!! I still
keep staring at all my presents in awe that someone
so generous and caring has entered my life. I see and
hear so much on the news about all the mean, uncaring,
selfish people in the world, but little is mentioned
about wonderful people like you who still care about
people who are less fortunate. I know God must hold a
special place in His heart for you. Even though I don’t
know your name, I pray for your good health and much
happiness. God bless you.

Auxiliary Scholarship- The Auxiliary scholarship applications
are available at Post 91 and Berea High School. The Auxiliary gives
a minimum $500 scholarship, and gives additional scholarships to
qualified applicants if additional funds are raised through the
annual garage sale. It is available to any member or relative
of a Post 91 member living in Cuyahoga County. Funds may
be applied to trade school, community college, junior college,
business college, college, university, nurses training, or other
chosen field beyond high school.

VA Expands Agent Orange Ship List
HThe Department of Veterans Affairs has added
47 vessels to its list of Navy and Coast Guard
ships whose crews may have been exposed to the
defoliant Agent Orange.
Former servicemembers who served aboard these
“blue water” ships, as well as the more than 200
others listed in VA’s database from 1962 to 1975,
may be eligible for disability compensation.
Vessels recently added to the roster include
the hospital ship Repose, which operated in
close coastal waters from 1966 to 1970, and the
transport ship General R.M. Blatchford, which
landed elements of the 1st Infantry Division at
Vung Tau in October 1965.
The online inventory (http://www.publichealth.
va.gov/exposures/agentorange/shiplist/index.
asp) is updated periodically as veterans or VA
staff provide or find evidence that a ship moored,
operated close to shore or traversed an inland
waterway where its crew risked exposure to the
toxic herbicide.
VA pays disability compensation to qualifying
veterans or their survivors for 14 medical
conditions associated with exposure to Agent
Orange.

Thousands Attend DC Vets Job Fair
The Washington, D.C., Convention Center
was swamped with veterans on Jan. 18 as
thousands attended a Department of Veterans
Affairs-sponsored hiring fair. Long lines formed
throughout the day and evening, as job seekers
waited their turn to talk with their choices
among the 100-plus human resources managers
represented. The American Legion was among
several veterans service organizations offering
advice and counsel to attendees.
In fact, about 6,400 public and private jobs were
available for offer to qualified applicants. While
the majority was from the private sector, nearly
every federal agency was represented as well,
some advertising scores of open positions each.
Many hiring managers advertised their strong
desire to employ wounded veterans.
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Thanks From Bear
At the December meeting the new S.A.L. Scholarship
Committee named the scholarship after me. I was totally
shocked at this action and want to thank them again for
this honor. I’ve served
the S.A.L. for almost
30 years not for honors
like this but because I
enjoy the organization
on
the
Squadron,
District, & State level
and I believe in what
they stand for.
Please help support
all of the scholarships
that our POST has for
our young AMERICANS.
Thank You Again!

Charity Report
Post 91 has made the following charitable contributions for
the months of December 2011-January 2012:
Toys for Tots.................................. $50
Berea Youth Soccer.......................... $200
Louis Schmidt Grant......................... $500
Berea High School............................ $50
Berea Kiwanis Club........................... $50
Berea City Club............................... $100
Scholarships................................... $1500
Eagle Scout Project.......................... $100
GSNEO Troop 248............................. $100
Auxiliary Unit 91.............................. $100

Dave “Bear” Hof and his wife Marty with
S.A.L. scholarship citation named after Bear

Zap Entertainment (Kids’ Xmas Party).... $225
Total........................................... $2975

Dave “Bear” Hof

Post 91 Wins Again!
Ron Fazekas, Editor- Well we submitted our newsletter
and website into the American Legion Department of
Ohio 2011 contest and finished 1st place in the newsletter
competition and 2nd place in the website competition.
Again I would like to thank Jimmy Masie for handling the
design and graphics of both of these. I would also like
to thank all of the officers and members who contribute
their articles bi-monthly. As I have said before this is
truly a labor of love for me and Jimmy and we are proud
to keep finishing in the top 2 every year for the last 8
years. Be proud of your Post 91.

Erin Go Bragh
Join us March 17th for our annual
St Patricks Day celebration in the
canteen. Our “world famous” cornbeef
will be availble for both lunch and
dinner along with traditional Irish
music, and of course... green beer!
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Thanks For The Help!
Marilla Baher, Post 91 Decorator- Happy New Year all.
Once again the decorations are packed away. I always enjoy
decorating for the different holidays, especially Christmas.
I want to thank all of you who helped me. Harvey and Gail
Bradish for their Christmas decoration, Frank Whalen and
Harvey for helping with the outside tree. Paul Bowers for
helping on the inside, he hates icicle lights, and giving
up some of his Thanksgiving day, and of course Gina who
always just says “Have at it”. Be blessed.
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From The Editor
Ron Fazekas, Editor- Recently our President has said he was for job creation but hasn’t created many jobs
during his reign. He also said he was going to reduce America’s dependency on foreign oil. Recently President
Obama denied a permit request for the Keystone XL Pipeline, but this Keystone pipeline debacle is another way
of satisfying his environmental wackos. The unions and most economists were all for this pipeline as helping
bring energy and jobs to America. This decision is not going to stop Canada from producing oil sands crude in
Alberta. They already have said that they will look to Asia to sell their oil.
With the unemployment rate among veterans of Iraq and Afghanistan exceeding 13 percent, American Legion
National Commander Fang A. Wong said.” This project would not only have provided thousands of shovel-ready
jobs at a time when our economy desperately needs them, it would have reduced America’s dependence on oil
exports from the Middle East.”
“This isn’t just an economic issue, but a national security issue as well,” Wong pointed out. “Iran is threatening
naval traffic in the Strait of Hormuz and piracy continues to be a problem. With gas prices again approaching $4
a gallon, this project is clearly in America’s interest.”
The $7 billion privately funded pipeline would carry an estimated 700,000 barrels of oil per day from Canada,
the Dakotas, Montana and Oklahoma to Gulf Coast refineries. It has undergone years of environmental review
but must be approved by the State Department since it would cross an international border. The oil would be
extracted from Canada’s tar sands.
Sen. Richard Lugar, R-Ind., shared his disappointment with the president’s decision in a statement to Bloomberg
News. “The studying time is done,” Lugar said. “The environmental concerns have been addressed. The job
creation, economic and energy-security arguments are overwhelmingly in favor of building it. The president
opposing pipeline construction is not in the best interest of the United States.”
The president’s rejection still leaves the door open for the company funding the project, TransCanada Corp., to
re-apply once a new route is established.
“We hope that this project is not dead, but only delayed,” Wong added. “While we feel it is needed now, the
administration must find a way to address our economic needs and security concerns as soon as possible.”
So far our tax dollars have gone into energy projects such as General Motors Volt which was projected to sell
10,000 vehicles in 2011 but only sold 6,142. And… let’s not forget our half a billion dollar Energy Department
loan to solar panel company Solyndra that went out of business.
I think it is time that these politicians try to get in touch with reality and find ways to make this nation as great
as it used to be.
These editorials are the opinion of the Editor and
do not reflect the opinions of the members of Post 91.
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Bulletin Board

Events
February

12........ Chili Cook Off
14........ Valentines Dinner

March

10........ Bus Trip
17........ St. Patricks Party
24........ Reverse Raffle

Hall Rentals
Please contact Sue Milter: Monday
though Saturday 9:00am to 5:00pm @
440-234-0091 or 440-623-6494.

New Membership
The

American

Legion-

Sick Call
Elmer

J.

Compton, David Christensen, Harry
Fay, John J. Grey, Robert A. Kovacs,
Raymond Lieb, Richard Luken, Michael
R. Orr, Rodger Stewart, John C. Walsh,
Jesse Wells, Dennis L. Williams Jr.
American

Legion

Auxilary-

Jean

Bittinger, AnnaMarie Madaczky, Sandra
Peculis, Patricia Putrino, Brandy Spikes,

Jeanne Cardoni, Barb Maier, Gene
Grospitch, Jim Manser

Taps
Richard Woelfel, Joseph Petrie, Joseph
Kurlic

Membership & Info
Please call 440-234-0091 or visit our
website: www.postbythelake.org.

Toni Temple, Lisa Zacharyasz
Sons of the American Legion- Dennis
Haessly, Robert Felty, Brian Kelbey,
Mike Klimas, Frank Zullo
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