April | May 2017

All Gave Some
Some Gave All
Remember Our Veterans
This Memorial Day
And thank them for their service

COMMANDER CORNER

Fellow Legionaries and Members of Post 91,

Fellow Legionnaires and Members of Post 91, Thankfully we have had another mild winter and Spring is
once again upon us. Unfortunately, we are 5 Bricks orders short of the required 20 for another order of
Memorial Bricks. If we receive 5 orders right away the engraver may be able to deliver them in time for
Memorial Day.
I want to Thank everyone that Volunteered for the Post Fish Fry’s. The Fish Fry’s have been doing well
again this year. The final tally’s will be made after the last Fish Fry on Good Friday. The proceeds will be
split among the 4 participating units. Once again Thank You for all your help!
On the upcoming Calendar for April and May we have the Tribe Home Opener, the Final A.L.R. Breakfast
of the Season, Ladies Spaghetti Dinner, Ladies Aux Garage and Plant Sale, and the Mother’s Day
Breakfast on May 14th & the A.L.R. Senior’s Senior Prom. Post Elections are on May 11th. It’s always nice
to see the large turnout for the election meeting. It would be even better if we had this type of turnout
at all meetings thru the year. For those that haven’t heard our Wednesday night Pizza nights are a big
hit. The basic pie starting at $5 with additional items at 50¢ each. These Pizza’s sell out many nights so I
recommend getting here early.
Many members and their families may not be aware that our three main Organizations, Legionnaires,
Ladies Auxiliary, and SAL all offer a Memorial Service for our Members upon their passing. So many of
our members and their family members are unaware that these services are available for their loved
ones. Please check with your unit and let your family members know of your wishes. Also, don’t forget
about the free use of the hall for a gathering should it be available. You may also consider designating
the Post for Memorials.
On a lighter note, a HUGE Thank You once again to Don “Flash” Vaji whose exuberance and tireless
efforts on behalf of the GIFTS FOR THE YANKS PROGRAM never ceases to amaze me. I believe as of this
writing he has, or is close to surpassing last years’ record (he keeps that top secret). Thank you to Don
and everyone for all your contributions throughout the year.
It’s been a Pleasure and Honor to Serve this Post for a third year as your Commander. Go Tribe!!! Go Cavs!!!
God Bless Our Troops and Always Remember to Thank a Veteran...

For God and Country,

Jeff Myers

Post By The Lake Newsletter
Jeff Myers g Commander
Maureen Bauhof g Editor
Betty Deemer g Design
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Memorial Day Meaning
The History
Each May, the United States celebrates a day called Memorial Day. Does Memorial Day have meaning?
What is the history of Memorial Day?
Memorial Day was first widely observed in May 1868. The celebration commemorated the sacrifices of
the Civil War and the proclamation was made by General John A Logan. Following the proclamation,
participants decorated graves of more than 20,000 Union and Confederate soldiers. In years since World
War 1, the day has become a celebration of honor for those who died in all American wars, as well as
those who are Veterans and current members of the US military. In 1971, Memorial Day was declared a
national holiday. The United States celebrates this holiday the last Monday of May.

Reagan’s Speech
President Ronald Reagan is credited with reviving the practice of honoring Memorial Day and its
meaning. One of his famous speeches was given at Arlington National Cemetery on Memorial Day 1986.
Today is the day we put aside to remember fallen heroes and to pray that no heroes will ever have to die
for us again. It’s a day of thanks for the valor of others, a day to remember the splendor of America and
those of her children who rest in this cemetery and others. It’s a day to be with the family and remember.
I was thinking this morning that across the country children and their parents will be going to the town
parade and the young ones will sit on the sidewalks and wave their flags as the band goes by. Later,
maybe, they’ll have a cookout or a day at the beach. And that’s good, because today is a day to be with
the family and to remember.
Arlington, this place of so many memories, is a fitting place for some remembering. So many wonderful
men and women rest here, men and women who led colorful, vivid, and passionate lives. There are the
greats of the military: Bull Halsey and the Admirals Leahy, father and son; Black Jack Pershing; and the
GI’s general, Omar Bradley. Great men all, military men. But there are others here known for other things.
Here in Arlington rests a sharecropper’s son who became a hero to lonely people. Joe Louis came from
nowhere, but he knew how to fight. And he galvanized a nation in the days after Pearl Harbor when he
put on the uniform of his country and said, ‘I know we’ll win because we’re on God’s side.’ Audie Murphy
is here, Audie Murphy of the wild, wild courage. For what else would you call it when a man bounds to
the top of a disabled tank, stops an enemy advance, saves lives, and rallies his men, and all of it singlehandedly. When he radioed for artillery support and was asked how close the enemy was to his position,
he said, ‘Wait a minute and I’ll let you speak to them.’
Michael Smith & Dick Scobeee here, both from the space shuttle Challenger. Their courage wasn’t wild,
but thoughtful, the mature and measured courage of career professionals who took prudent risks for
great reward in their case, to advance the sum of knowledge in the world. They’re only the latest to rest
here; they join other great explorers with names like Grissom and Chaffee.
Oliver Wendell Holmes is here, the great jurist and fighter for the right. A poet searching for an image of
true majesty could not rest until he seized on ‘Holmes dissenting in a sordid age.’ Young Holmes served
in the Civil War. He might have been thinking of the crosses and stars of Arlington when he wrote: ‘At the
—continued on page 7
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THE AMERICAN LEGION
Brian Riddle, 1st Vice Commander
We are down to the wire on membership in Post 91. Our All Time high number is 672 members. Our
quota is 671. We have 641 paid Blue Caps members as of the date of this newsletter, which is behind
where we were last year, you see where we are going with this? We need unpaid members of Post 91
to renew their dues and we need them to do so by the 15th of May 2017 so we can get all-time high
again and make our quota. The all-time high number has been exceeded for 19 straight years except for
this year so far. Please help our Post reach our quota and all-time high goal. Thanks to everyone who
sent their membership dues in early. I am at the Post Blue Cap meeting/Executive board meetings on
Thursdays, and Mondays for the drawing, so getting your membership card won’t be a problem.
I’d like to speak a little bit on address changes. Folks if you haven’t received your card, more than likely it
has been sent back to the post because of a wrong address. I have a few returned cards here so please
check with me. You can update your address by taking a member data form at the post, fill out the new
address portion and sign it. You can renew online or update your address online at https://www.legion.
org/members
Don’t forget membership meetings are the second Thursday of each month at 7:00pm. You are also
welcome to attend the Executive Board meeting held the fourth Thursday of each month at 7:00pm.
You can be part of the decision-making process, if you attend these meetings and have an idea that
promotes activities and/or membership at Post 91. See you there! Thanks for belonging to POST 91, and
your continued support.

Don ‘Flash’ Vaji, Gifts For The Yanks Chairman
Nothing to Report.

Bob Roginsky – Post 91 Honor Guard
The Honor Guard and the Color Guard need
new members to serve our post in Ceremonies,
Parades and Funerals to Honor our Veterans. Both
Men and Woman may serve. We will train you
and provide your uniform. There is no age limit.
Retired members are needed.
There is nothing more rewarding than honoring
our Vets. I want people to say when they see us
assembled; Post 91 is truly a Post with Pride.
Please call me or e-mail me.
Thank you
Bob Roginsky
440-582-5856
Cell phone 440-665-0032
Bjski1@aol.com
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THE AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY
Sharon (Sheri) Krepelka, Ladies Auxiliary President
Just when we think winter is over it comes back with a vengeance. Hopefully by the time you receive this
newsletter winter will be over and everyone will have survived it safely. Please check the other officer’s
articles and see what functions are coming up. Start doing your spring house cleaning and get ready to
bring items to the auxiliary garage sale. This money goes towards scholarships to family members of
Post 91. God bless you all and our troops all around the world.

Vicki Chainey, 1st Vice President Ladies Auxiliary
Thank you to everyone that helped with the Fish Fry’s and Casino Night. I’m sure that everyone had a
great time on the Post bus trip, I know that I did. St. Patrick’s Day, at the Post, is always the best time
spent with family and friends. I hope you didn’t miss out on any of these functions.
Up & Coming Events:
April

7th Fish Fry—Serving 6–8pm
14th Last Fish Fry of the season—Serving 6–8pm
9th Riders Breakfast—Serving 10-12 noon
15th Children’s Easter Brunch Party—Post Hall 11–1pm
16th HAPPY EASTER to everyone and their family
29th Spaghetti Dinner with homemade meatballs & sauce—Serving 5–8pm

May

1st–3rd Garage Sale drop-off dates—see below for times
4th GARAGE SALE—9am–5pm
6th GARAGE SALE—9am–2pm
11th–13th FLOWER & PLANT SALE—see below for times
14th FLOWER & PLANT SALE 10–2pm
14th Mother’s Day Breakfast—10am–2pm
20th A.L.R. Seniors’ Senior Prom
27th Flag Decoration, Veterans Graves Woodvale Cemetery 1pm
29th Memorial Day—see the calendar for activities and times

GARAGE SALE Drop-Off— May 1 between 11am–2pm & 6–9pm, May 2 11am–2pm, May 3 10am–4pm.

The Garage Sale benefits the Scholarship Fund. Start gathering up all those items laying around the
house and help us raising money for the fund.
FLOWER & PLANT SALE—May 11 thru 13 10am–6pm and May 14th 10am–2pm

We’ll have baskets, potted planters, flats of assorted flowers, vegetables & herbs. Start to plan your
garden beds and remember Mom.
As summer approaches, let’s remember as we travel around town to be safe and watch for the many
people and children that will be out enjoying the warm sunshine and fun activities. God Bless!
—Continued on page 6
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION
Jim Matej, S.A.L. Commander
Nothing to report.

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS
Frank Whalen, A.L.R. Director
Hello, to all the Post 91 members! As the newly elected director of the Riders for 2018-19 riding seasons,
I would like to thank everyone who supported me. I would also like to thank those members for their
trust in me to lead the group into the future.
We have a very busy schedule his year, and it begins with the last BREAKFAST on Sunday, April 9. Thanks
to everyone who came to the post and supported our breakfast season.
• We have the RALLY FOR THE TROOPS planned. The date is TBD. Info to follow in the Canteen.
• Mark your calendars for the SENIORS-SENIORS PROM, on May 20. Tickets on sale in the Canteen or
see Big Ed or myself. It’s going to be a great nite. Don’t miss it.
• And our ROAD CAPTAIN, has several great rides planned for this year (watch for information).
Thanks,

Frank
CHARITY REPORT
Tom Morgan, Finance Officer
Post 91 has made the following charitable contributions for the months of February & March 2017:
310th PSYOP Company Twinsburg annual ball............................................................... $250
American Flags over Berea................................................................................................ $175
American Legion Auxiliary 13th District.......................................................................... $200
American Legion Dept Of Ohio - Boys State (6 boys) ................................................ $1,800
Berea Arts Festival.............................................................................................................. $100
Berea Baseball Association (team sponsor) ................................................................... $250
Berea-Midpark High School Post Prom 2017.................................................................. $250
Berea Wiffle League (team sponsor) ............................................................................... $250
Classroom flags for Strongsville Schools........................................................................... $63
Cleveland Police Patrolmen’s Association – Shop with a Cop....................................... $100
Cleveland American Veterans Assoc. veteran & family service..................................... $100
Madeline Smith (James C. Masie scholarship).................................................................. $500
Safari Club International - Wounded/Disabled Vet hunt sponsor................................. $150
Sponsor 10 vets to attend Power Piston Show................................................................ $150
West Denison Baseball League (team sponsor) ............................................................. $250
Woodland Cemetery Foundation (Memorial Day fund) ................................................... $50
Total .......................................................................................................................... $4,368
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Nancy Doutt, Membership Chairman Ladies Auxiliary

—continued from page 4

We have now processed 348 senior and junior memberships, which is 91.099% of goal. We need 34 more
renewed and new members to reach goal.

Nancy Doutt, Community Service Chairman Ladies Auxiliary
Auxiliary Scholarship / Garage Sale—The deadline to apply for the Auxiliary scholarship is April 15. Any
relative of a member of Post 91 seeking continued education, at any level, is encouraged to apply for the
Auxiliary scholarships. The scholarships are funded by the annual garage sale---the more money raised
at the garage sale---the more scholarships are awarded. The garage sale will be Thursday, May 4, from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday, May 6, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Drop-offs will be Monday through Wednesday
prior to the sale during designated times. Please check the Post for specific times.
Into the Light Walk—The Life Act organization is holding their annual Into the Light Walk on Sunday,
April 23, at 6 p.m. at the Cleveland Metroparks Zoo. Life Act is working hard to help raise awareness to
identify signs of depression and, therefore, help prevent suicide. Per the CDC, in 2015, the number of
suicides in the U.S. equated to one every 13 minutes. If you’d like to donate or join the team I am on, visit
http://lifeact.org/walk/ and register for team ‘P.E.O. Chapter BQ’.
Americanism—The Auxiliary would like to thank the American Legion, the Sons of the American Legion
and the American Legion Riders who joined the Auxiliary in helping provide 34 classroom flags and
hardware for Strongsville High School. Our Post 91 family was recognized at a March Strongsville Board
of Education meeting. Also, thank you to Post members who contributed to the February Auxiliary raffle
which supported the Dept. of Ohio Auxiliary President’s special project for Military Family Assistance.

Nancy Doutt, Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation (VA&R) Chairman Ladies Auxiliary
Save the dates—All are welcome to help with upcoming visits to Wade Park VA Hospital. We will be
playing bingo on May 22 and August 28, and a ward visit on November 6. These are on Monday nights,
and if you participate, you are eligible for the drawing as you will be on Post business.

Stacey Lehmann, 2nd Vice President, Ladies Auxiliary
Children’s Easter Brunch—Saturday, April 15, 2017 • 11am–1pm • Adults $5.00 | Children FREE
Sign up for Children 10 and UNDER on the sign-up sheet in the Canteen NO LATER than Monday, April 10.
If anyone is interested in helping with the party, (decorating the hall, children’s craft & game tables, egg
hunt, etc.), please contact me. All help is welcomed and greatly appreciated!
Buckeye Girls—The Auxiliary is looking for candidates to represent our Post at the 2017 Buckeye Girls
State program this June. If anyone knows of a young woman who is a Junior in High School who may be
interested in this once in a life time opportunity, please contact an Auxiliary member. More information
on this program can be found at www.buckeyegirlsstate.org.
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grave of a hero we end, not with sorrow at the inevitable loss, but with the contagion of his courage; and
with a kind of desperate joy we go back to the fight.’

These men were different, but they shared this in common: They loved America very much. There was
nothing they wouldn’t do for her. And they loved with the sureness of the young. It’s hard not to think
of the young in a place like this, for it’s the young who do the fighting and dying when peace fails and a
war begins. Not far from here is the statue of the three servicemen the three fighting boys of Vietnam.
It, too, has majesty and more. Perhaps you’ve seen it three rough boys walking together, looking ahead
with a steady gaze. There’s something wounded about them, a kind of resigned toughness. But there’s
an unexpected tenderness, too. At first you don’t really notice, but then you see it. The three are touching
each other, as if they’re supporting each other, helping each other on.
I know that many veterans of Vietnam will gather today, some of them perhaps by the wall. And they’re
still helping each other. They were quite a group, the boys of Vietnam, boys who fought a terrible and
vicious war without enough support from home, boys who were dodging bullets while we debated the
efficacy of the battle. It was often our poor who fought in that war; it was the unpampered boys of
the working class who picked up the rifles and went on the march. They learned not to rely on us; they
learned to rely on each other. And they were special in another way: They chose to be faithful. They chose
to reject the fashionable skepticism of their time. They chose to believe and answer the call of duty. They
had the wild, wild courage of youth. They seized certainty from the heart of an ambivalent age; they
stood for something.
And we owe them something, those boys. We owe them first a promise: That just as they did not forget
their missing comrades, neither, ever, will we. And there are other promises. We must always remember
that peace is a fragile thing that needs constant vigilance. We owe them a promise to look at the world
with a steady gaze and, perhaps, a resigned toughness, knowing that we have adversaries in the world
and challenges and the only way to meet them and maintain the peace is by staying strong.
That, of course, is the lesson of this century, a lesson learned in the Sudetenland, in Poland, in Hungary,
in Czechoslovakia, in Cambodia. If we really care about peace, we must stay strong. If we really care
about peace, we must, through our strength, demonstrate our unwillingness to accept an ending of the
peace. We must be strong enough to create peace where it does not exist and strong enough to protect
it where it does. That’s the lesson of this century and, I think, of this day. And that’s all I wanted to say.
The rest of my contribution is to leave this great place to its peace, a peace it has earned.
Thank all of you, and God bless you, and have a day full of memories.

A Day of Honor
Does Memorial Day have meaning to you? Many communities around the United States have Memorial
Day events at cemeteries where veterans and spiritual
leaders speak. Other cities and towns host parades to
honor the military. However, in many cities around the
country, these events have been forgotten.

• If you know someone who has lost a loved one in
battle, offer to help with a household project or
help meet a special need they have.

It is important for Americans to take time to remember
the sacrifices that bought their freedom. Here are some
ideas on how to celebrate this important American
holiday:

• Participate in the National Moment of Remembrance
at 3:00 pm. Pause and think upon the meaning of
Memorial Day.

• Send a note of thanks to Veterans you know.
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• Visit a local cemetery and place flags or flowers on
the graves of fallen soldiers.
• Fly the American flag at half-staff until noon.

• Pray for God’s blessing for America. Ask for God’s
protection over all branches of our military.
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7PM Executive
Board Meeting

A.L.R.
Meeting Noon

30

24

7PM
Color Guard

17

23

16

7:30PM
Meeting

10

9

A.L.R.
Breakfast
10AM-12PM

3

2nd Sunday
10am-12N

A.L.R Breakfast

2

Marianna Peris
440-223-6444

Hall Rentals

MONDAY

TUESDAY

25

18

11

LUNCHES
Tue - Fri
11AM-3:00PM
Sat
4 11:30-2:30om

Kitchen Open
Mon 6-8 pm Special
TBD

26 Lunch
Liver & Onions

19 Lunch Spaghetti
Meatballs Sausage

7:30 PM Meeting

12 Lunch
Pork Tenderloin

5 Lunch
BBQ Chicken

WEDNESDAY

7PM E-Board

27

20

7PM Meeting

13

6

THURSDAY

28

21

14 S.A.L.

7 Blue Cap

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

Serving 5-8pm

Music;

Spaghetti &
Meatball Dinner

29 Ladies Aux

22

15 Children’s
Easter Brunch

8

1

9

29

28

May 11 thur 13 10–6pm
May 14 10-2pm

Ladies Aux

Parade 10:30am

7PM Executive
Board Meeting

22

7PM
Color Guard

15

A.L.R.
Meeting Noon

21

Breakfast

14 Plant Sale

7:30PM
Meeting

7

WEDNESDAY

31 Lunch:
Liver & Onions

24 Lunch: Sweet
& Sour Chicken

Meatloaf

17 Lunch:

7:30 PM Meeting

10 Lunch: Pierogi
Kielbasa & Kraut

3 Lunch: Mexican
Lasagna
Garage Sale Drop
off 10-4p

Adams St Cemetery 8am
Woodvale Cemetery 9am
Parade forms 10am
Berea City Parking Lot
Ceremony after the Parade Coe Lake

30

23

16

9

8

Hall Rentals

Marianna Peris
440-223-6444

TUESDAY
2 Garage Sale
Drop off 11–2p

MONDAY

1 Garage Sale
Drop off 11-2p
& 6-9p

THURSDAY

Ladies Aux
May 4 9am–5pm
May 6 9am–2pm

7PM E-Board

25

7PM Meeting
18

11 Plant Sale

4 Garage Sale
9am – 5pm

FRIDAY

May 20 2017

Senior’s Senior

26

19

12 Plant Sale

5

SATURDAY

LUNCHES
Tue - Fri
11AM-3:00PM

Kitchen Open
Mon 6-8 pm
Special TBD

Rain date
Sun May 28

Graves meet 1pm
Woodvale Cemetery
Lite Lunch to follow

27 Decorating

Senior’s Senior

20 A.L.R.

13 Plant Sale

6 Garage Sale
9am – 2pm

FROM THE EDITOR
Maureen Bauhof, Editor
It has been a mild winter and spring is around the corner. During the next few months, the Post Units have planned
events for fundraising and the member’s enjoyment. Review the calendar and attend some of these events.
Support your Post and the various units.
Remember to Thank a Vet…

Maureen

Somewhere Out There

S

omewhere out there today,
In a land far, far away.
A soldier rides patrol,
Knowing not what may unfold.
He keeps watch, as he rides,
Over dangerous countryside.
Roadside bomb, could be hit.
Scary, by this soldier doesn’t quit.
Think about Mom and Dad,
About the good times had,
State-side, how long here?
Back to watching, a little fear.
This was a good day,
To think and to pray.
Strange, that prayer is so right,
When there could be a fire fight.
Wheel back into base,
Tomorrow, another ride to face.
Convoys done for the day,
Looks like rain’s on its way.
Nerve racking job but boring too,
But that’s what soldier’s do.
So many over here, none alike,
Who have gladly joined this fight.

Freedom has a high cost,
Lives given, the ultimate loss.
That cost they willingly give,
So freedom can continue to live.
So, we remember today,
All those who went awayAnd gave their lives, that we,
Might live here and stay free.
God Bless America!
by: D
 r Bill McDonald
published 2014
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BULLETIN BOARD
Events

New Membership

Mark your calendars for these
upcoming events

The American Legion

April
7
14
9
15
29

Fish Fry
Fish Fry
Riders Breakfast
Children’s Easter Brunch
Spaghetti Dinner

Garage Sale
Garage Sale
Flower & Plant Sale
Flower & Plant Sale
A.L.R. Seniors’ Senior Prom
Flag Decoration, Veterans
Graves Woodvale Cemetery

29 Memorial Day Parade
& Services

None to report

None to report

Taps

American Legion Auxiliary

Robert “Robbie” Robinson,
Wayne Hair

Courtney Farrell, Kathryn Magee,
Shari Paine, Wendy Slimak

Membership & Info

Jr. Member—Alyssa Dickson,
Celeste Leopold

Please call 440-234-0091 or visit our
website: www.postbythelake.org.

June
4
6
11-13
14
14
27

Sick Call

Hall Rentals
Sons of the American Legion
None to report

Please contact Marianna Peris,
Monday though Saturday 9:00am
to 5:00pm @440-234-0091 or
440-223-6444.

