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COMMANDER’S CORNER
Hello Folks,
I would like to start by saying Thank You to our last year officers. Commander Jeff did an awesome job,
along with his officers and the E-board. Thanks again!
Well here it goes, I’m back after 10 years as your commander. I want to thank everyone for putting your
trust in me to run Post 91 once again.
I have some ideas for this year, let’s see if we can get a few accomplished.
We do have a big month ahead of us:
June 14
June 18
July 3
July 4

Flag Day: Ceremony at Post — 7pm
Father’s Day Breakfast — 10am
Parade in Berea
Berea Fireworks — watch them in the post parking lot.
Come enjoy food, fun and spirits.

I would like to extend an invitation to all post members to attend our Blue Cap meeting, you can be from
one of the organization within our post. Give us some ideas, suggestions, or even complaints. Meetings
are 2nd Thursday of the Month at 7pm.
Your New Officers are as follows:
Commander
1st Vice
2nd Vice
Adjutant
Treasurer

Ed Leopold
Mel Baher
Jeff Myers
George Masie
Tom Morgan

Thank A Vet!

Big Ed

Ed Leopold, Commander

Post By The Lake Newsletter
Ed Leopold g Commander
Maureen Bauhof g Editor
Betty Deemer g Design
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Make Memorial Day Every Day
US Code, Title 36, Subtitle 1, Part A, Chapter 1, section 116 designates Memorial Day a Federal Holiday to be
celebrated on the last Monday of May. The law requests the President to issue a proclamation:
1. calling on the people of the United States to observe Memorial Day by praying,
according to their individual religious faith, for permanent peace;
2. designating a period on Memorial Day during which the people
may unite in prayer for a permanent peace
3. calling on the people of the United States to unite in prayer at that time; and
4. calling on the media to join in observing Memorial Day and the period of prayer.
The above law, established by the U.S. Congress, acknowledges America’s dependence on God for
permanent peace and it follows the principles of 2 Chronicles 7:14 which says, “If my people, who are called
by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will
hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”
This year, Memorial Day fell on May 29. Memorial Day is a day set aside to ask for God’s protection from
war and war’s horrible consequences.
Memorial Day is also a time to honor the brave men and women who sacrificed their lives in defense of
the many freedoms that all Americans enjoy. They fought for those standing at their side and for their
loved ones at home. Their loss of life is immeasurable for their parents, spouses, children, family, friends,
and their battle buddies. It is our duty, and God’s command, to strengthen and encourage their widows
and their children. We, more than anyone, have information their loved ones long to hear and want to
understand.
Not forgetting means we must keep memories of these Fallen Soldiers alive by sharing our memories
with each other and we must pass our memories along to others. So how do we begin?
If you are a Veteran, start by writing down your memories of the Fallen Soldiers from your unit. Create
a contact list of friends who served with you and the Fallen Soldier. Ask each person to document their
memories in writing and with photos; and to suggest others who served with the Fallen Soldier. Collect
and store the written memories and photos. Create a website, Facebook page, or shared folder for the
Fallen Soldier. Share the website/Facebook page/shared folder URL with members of your unit. Continue
to add content as others contribute.
Communicating with the Fallen Soldier’s family is so very important. Every day is Memorial Day for them
and their worst fear is that their loved one will be forgotten. You know things that they long to hear.
Your memories are priceless to a child who wonders what their father or mother was like and to the
parent who longs to know what happened to their child. Talking with them, answering questions, sharing
positive things about their Soldier are invaluable to them. Your memories will be their treasure for life.
Remember key dates that are important to the Gold Star Family. Calling family members of a Fallen
Soldier on the anniversary of their death honors the Soldier and it honors the family. The very act of
remembering the date speaks volumes to the Gold Star Family Members, and you can be certain they
remember. These are tangible ways to demonstrate that you have not forgotten their loved one and their
priceless sacrifice. Each year, sharing your memories, even if you are repeating yourself, will reinforce
the value of their Fallen Soldier.
—continued on page 7
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THE AMERICAN LEGION
Brian Riddle, 1st Vice Commander
Thank you to the membership for supporting me as 1st Vice Commander for the last three years.
Congratulations to Mel Baher for being elected to First Vice Commander for this coming year, and all the
Officers and delegates that were elected for this term.
The main duty of the 1st Vice Commander is taking care of the annual membership drive each year.
Post 91 has met the challenge for the past 19 continuous years of hitting the goal for all-time high in
membership. We did it again this year.
If you have moved or have had a change of address, please fill out a membership change form so we can
submit it to District. The 2018 membership drive starts July 1st, 2017. I only ask that the members renew
as soon as possible. Members, you can renew online at https://www.members.legion.org or through
the mail. It is easier if you do it online because you can update all your information online, including your
physical & email address.
In closing, take the time to look around the entire Post 91 area. The Post has done a lot of improvements,
and the previous board members are to be congratulated on their never-ending pursuit to make this
‘Post by the Lake’ one of the best in Ohio. It is usually a handful of members that make the things happen
around the Post, but it is the entire membership that makes American Legion Post 91 the BEST.

Jeff Myers. 2nd Vice Commander
I would like to Thank Everyone for their Support for my past 3 years as Commander of this Wonderful
“Post by The Lake”. As your new 2nd Vice, I am trying to line up a few things for the summer but I also
had something previously in the works with the SAL prior to the elections, so we will see where that goes,
and try to add another.
In cooperation with LUNA Marketing, a new Post 91 series of shirts is available for purchase through
our Facebook page, LUNA’s direct website, order forms available at the Post, or in person at LUNA
Marketing located at 113 Front St., Berea. Later this summer we plan to roll out another baseball jersey
type shirt in navy blue like the red one we had a few years ago. Details to follow...
• The 2nd Annual ALR/GFY Ride is June 3rd.
• June 14th is Flag Day with the Ceremony beginning at 7pm sharp.
July 3rd brings us the Grindstone Parade for our Color Guards, and the 4th of July Fireworks with
refreshments available and free parking for members while it lasts. I am trying to line up a 4th
Commanders Cup Softball Game with VFW Post 3345 which has all proceeds donated to WAGS4WARRIORS
the end of July.
• August 12th is the James C Masie Memorial Golf Outing.
I am currently trying to nail down the dates for the Family Picnic in
August and our Clam Bake in October.
Always Remember to Thank a Veteran…

Jeff
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THE AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY
Sharon (Sheri) Krepelka, Ladies Auxiliary President
The Auxiliary has had a very productive month of May. I wish to thank everyone that came to our garage
sale and our plant sale. The garage sale funds go to our Scholarship Fund and we were able to give more
money to the young people that received our scholarships. Anything we did not sell went to Church
Street Ministries, Volunteers of America, and the Berea Library.
I want to thank Natalie Wos for the terrific Job she did as secretary this last year and good luck in going
back to school and continuing her education. A very special thank you to Vickie Chainey for her 11 years
as our 1st Vice. She raised a lot of money for the unit to be able to help our Veterans and Children &
Youth programs. Once we have approval for next year’s functions, I will provide a list for our members
to know what to look forward to.
God Bless Post 91 members and our veterans in The States and Overseas. God Bless America.

Vicki Chainey, 1st Vice President Ladies Auxiliary
After eleven years as your 1st Vice President I have decided to step down and look at other ways to help
in the auxiliary, so I would like to thank all of Post 91’s members for their help and support during my
time in service.
We held elections in May and I would like to “Congratulate” Marianna Peris on her position as your new
1st Vice President of the Ladies Auxiliary. I know that Marianna will do a great job, so please give and
show her your support.
Up & Coming Events:
June

14th Flag Day, service at 7pm in the pavilion area.
18th Father’s Day Breakfast, in canteen from 10 am – 1pm, Father’s eat free

July

4th Fireworks by The Lake, bring the family down and enjoy the evening.
28th Pajama Walk, meet in canteen at 6pm and head out at 7pm

July 4th Fireworks

The Auxiliary will be selling food and pop and the Riders will be selling beer; there will be music, rides &
games on the other side of the lake for your enjoyment. Parking is free to members.
Once again, thank you all and have a safe and fun summer!

Nancy Doutt, Membership Chairman Ladies Auxiliary
We have now processed 340 senior and 23 junior memberships, which is 95% of goal. We surpassed our
junior goal, but overall, we still need 19 new or renewed members to reach goal. Thank you for all who
have paid their 2017 dues.
Thank you to all of the 2016-2017 Auxiliary officers. We accomplished quite a bit in this past year and
look forward to another successful year. A HUGE thank you to Vicki Chainey who has dedicated the
last 11 years as our 1st Vice President. She has coordinated countless events and fundraising activities
—Continued on page 6
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION
Charles O’Malley, S.A.L. Commander
Greetings to all and yes, we are heading into summer. We had our elections and you’ll have some new
blood this year.
Congratulations to the following officers for 2017-2018:
Commander
Treasurer
1st Vice
2nd Vice
Adjunct

Charles O’Malley
Chuck O’Malley
Duane Schaft
Sean Boddy
Doug Bloch

Sergeant of Arms
Chaplain
Historian
Membership

Randy Genther
Jerry Kelly
Frank Whalen
Jim Matej

David “Bear” Hof Memorial Scholarship—The scholarship committee has had another tough year
with four strong candidates. After much discussion and deliberation, they have selected Stormy Riddle
as the $1000.00 scholarship recipient for 2017. Stormy will be attending The Ohio State University.
Congratulation to Stormy! We would like to thank all of you who applied and encourage you to do the
same next year!
If you would like to make a donation to the “David Bear Hof Memorial Scholarship”, feel free to contact one
of our Squadron Officers. You can also send or drop off your donation at Post 91. We greatly appreciate it!
Membership/Finance—Our membership year is over for 2017, all cards have been sent back to the
Department in Columbus; so any new members that we get will be held until I get 2018 cards in July. We
had a good year with 390 as our total paid membership.
Look for your membership notices for 2018. If your address has changed, please let us know so we can
get your notice to you. Please include your email address for future mailings.
June / July Events—We do not have any events planned for June / July, but keep your calendars open.
The Sons of the American Legion will be having more events coming up with new ideas to follow. If you
have any suggestions, questions or concerns, just see one of our officers or drop us note and we will
relay it to the proper person. It is also encouraged to come to our Monthly Membership Meetings on
the 2nd Wednesday of every month at 7:30pm in the Post Hall. It is on Pizza Night!
Thank you again to our newly elected officers and members, I, myself, am looking forward to this newly
elected position. We hope that everyone has a save and enjoyable summer!”

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS
Frank Whalen, A.L.R. Director
Hello fellow Riders and Legion members.
I hope everyone that attended the Senior-Senior Prom on May 20th,
had a great time. Thank you for your support on this function.
—Continued on page 7
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The American Legion Auxiliary—continued from page 4

for us, and generated a lot of funds for us to be able to support our veterans, children and youth, and
community. Thank you, Vicki!!!
Congratulations to the following officers for 2017-2018:
President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Secretary

Sheri Krepelka
Marianna Peris
Stacey Lehmann
Open

Treasurer / Membership
Chaplain
Sgt.-at-Arms

Nancy Doutt
Vonnie Kline
Barb Miller

If anyone is interested in becoming a chairman of one of our many Auxiliary programs, please let one
of the officers know. You don’t have to attend every meeting. You don’t have to do all the work for the
program yourself. But we would like you to lead / guide / suggest / delegate ideas. The Auxiliary programs
include Americanism, Children & Youth, Community Service, Juniors, Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation,
Auxiliary Emergency Fund, Constitution & Bylaws, Education, History, Leadership, Legislative, National
Security, Past Presidents Parley, Poppy, and Public Relations. If something interests you, please let one
of the officers know.

Nancy Doutt, Community Service Chairman Ladies Auxiliary
Auxiliary Scholarship / Garage Sale—Thank you to everyone who contributed to, purchased at, or
volunteered at the garage sale. Due to your generosity, we are able to award scholarships to the following
applicants: Maria Viscomi, Nicolas Quinn Sekreta, Greta Drager, and Philip Hathcock. Congratulations
and we wish them well in their continuing education.
Pajama Walk for Berea Animal Rescue — will be Friday evening July 28, 2017. If you’d like to participate
in this fun event, please contact Nancy Doutt at (440) 552-4713. Your shirt will be provided by the
Auxiliary, but you are responsible for your own pajama bottoms and slippers’.

Nancy Doutt, Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation (VA&R) Chairman Ladies Auxiliary
In your travels, please save your “comfort items” to put in the Veterans ditty bags and the military care
packages. Those items include shampoo, conditioner, lotion, pocket tissues and pocket combs, playing
cards, note pads, pens, word search and crossword puzzle books, foot powder, and socks. We also take
puzzles and books. We will be playing bingo at Wade Park VA Hospital on August 28, and a ward visit on
November 6. These are on Monday nights, and if you participate, you are eligible for the drawing as you
will be on Post business.

Barb Hendricks, Drawings Ladies Auxiliary
Thank you for your support of the Ladies Auxiliary Monday night raffles.
The following donations have been made for the months of January through April:
Homeless Stand Down and Care Van Days............................................................ $
266
Military Family Assistance Fund............................................................................... $
287
Dinner to your Door................................................................................................... $
255
GI Josh Program......................................................................................................... $
323
A Warriors Journey Home......................................................................................... $
240
Total..................................................................................................................... $ 1, 371
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American Legion Riders—continued from page 3

I would like to say Thanks to the Riders that participated in the “Rally for the Troops” ride. We had a
good turn-out at Post 91. We rode to the Newburgh Hts. Post for breakfast. From there the groups rode
to Cleveland for the rally.
I would also like to remind everyone that June 3 is our “Gifts for the Yanks” poker run. Registration
starts at 9am. All bikes and cars welcome.
As the weather is heating up and many more bikers are on the road, LOOK TWICE AND SAVE A LIFE.

Frank
CHARITY REPORT
Tom Morgan, Finance Officer
Post 91 has made the following charitable contributions for the months of April & May 2017:
Berea Police Department (six cameras).................................................................. $
942
Berea Fire Department (water rescue suit & lanyards)........................................ $
912
City of Berea (community patron program)........................................................... $
250
City of Berea (2017 summer event sponsor).......................................................... $ 1,000
D-Day Ohio (Conneaut re-enactment Aug. 17 – 19).............................................. $
100
Feed the Kids summer lunch program................................................................... $
75
Gifts for Yanks............................................................................................................ $ 21,269
Hanson House............................................................................................................ $
125
Honor Flight Cleveland.............................................................................................. $
500
John Carroll Army ROTC............................................................................................ $
160
Memorial Day Foundation........................................................................................ $
100
National Multiple Sclerosis Society.......................................................................... $
100
Sea Cadets................................................................................................................... $
100
Strongsville VFW Post 3345 hole sponsor.............................................................. $
100
VA Hospice razor donation........................................................................................ $
97
Total .................................................................................................................... $ 25,830
Make Memorial Day Every Day—continued from page 2

Keeping memories alive through social media, letters, and telephone calls is inexpensive, easy, and very
effective. However, nothing is as effective as face-to-face communications. When possible, visit Gold Star
Families. Time is your most precious resource and when you share it with Gold Star Families, you honor
them and their Fallen Soldier.
This Memorial Day, pray for peace, honor the Fallen, and encourage their families. Remember, Memorial
Day should be every day.
by Col. David Dodd, Ret
Retired U.S. Army veteran served more than 27 years in the military. After his retirement, he founded Point 27—Strength
for the Fight, a nonprofit, which honors members of the military, Veterans, Gold Star Family Members, first responders
and the families of fallen responders with Shields of Strength scripture-engraved keepsakes.
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FROM THE EDITOR
Maureen Bauhof, Editor
I like to Thank all the officers from 2016-2017 for their
dedication in making the “Post by The Lake” a Post that
all our members can be proud to say they belong to
Post 91.
Summer is around the corner. All units have elected
new officers and are in the planning stages for the
2017-2018 year. I wish them success in the coming year.
Watch the newsletter and the flyers around the Post
for upcoming events and fundraisers. Stop down and
support the units. They are all open to suggestion on
how to improve Post 91 and would like you to attend a
meeting and make suggestions.
Remember our Military and what they have sacrificed
for us!

Maureen

Honor Our Military

L

et’s honor our military,
The men and women who serve,
Whose dedication to our country
Does not falter, halt or swerve.
Let’s respect them for their courage;
They’re ready to do what’s right
To keep America safe,
So we can sleep better at night.
Let’s support and defend our soldiers,
Whose hardships are brutal and cruel,
Whose discipline we can’t imagine,
Who follow each order and rule.
Here’s to those who choose to be warriors
And their helpers good and true;
They’re fighting for American values;
They’re fighting for me and you.
by: Joanna Fuchs

The American Legion—continued from page 3

Don ‘Flash’ Vaji, Gifts For The Yanks Chairman
Hi Folks
Another year has gone by! It’s been awhile since I wrote a report, I thought it was about time.
We collected $21,268.91 for “Gifts for Yanks” for the 2016-2017 year. If we are #1 in the State again, it will
be 6 years in a row. I’ll let you know when we find out the results.
I want to thank everyone that supported the “Gifts for Yanks” program. I enjoy doing the program and
will continue doing the program. I hope you will keep supporting me and all the other programs and
activities at YOUR Post. Yes, post 91 is your Post.
Thank you,

Flash
www.postbythelake.org 10

BULLETIN BOARD
Events

New Membership

Mark your calendars for these
upcoming events

The American Legion

June
14 Flag Day—Ceremony
at Post—7pm
18 Father’s Day Breakfast—10am

July
3 Parade in Berea
4 Berea Fireworks
28 Ladies Auxiliary Pajama Walk

Phil Klienhenz
Ron Fazekas

None to report

American Legion Auxiliary

Taps
None to report

Cara White, Stevie Lucas – Jr.

Membership & Info
Sons of the American Legion
None to report

As we celebrate our nation’s freedom,
we honor the courageous men and
women dedicated to preserving it.
Have a safe and Happy July 4th!

Sick Call

Please call 440-234-0091 or visit our
website: www.postbythelake.org.

Hall Rentals
Please contact Marianna Peris,
Monday though Saturday 9:00am
to 5:00pm @440-234-0091 or
440-223-6444.

