August | September 2017

Break out the grill…
open up those tailgates…
it’s time to celebrate
all the HARD WORK we’ve done!

COMMANDER’S CORNER
Hello Post 91 Members,
Well, August is here already, where does the time go! We have a lot of events planned the next couple
months. Watch the calendar for updates—
• Margaritaville		
• Concert & Mission BBQ
• Pig Roast
• Family Picnic
• Tail Gate
The delegates and I just came back from State Convention in Dayton, it was a new learning experience.
A lot of resolutions were voted on and a New State Commander.
I would like to personally invite all members who belong to Post 91, including the social members, to
our meeting on the second Thursday of each month at 7pm. Don’t sit at the bar and complain about
something or someone, bring it to a meeting or zip the lip. Our bartenders do not need to hear all the
complaining or getting asked about certain things, take it to where it belongs.
On that note, I would like to thank our bartenders for the work they do for us behind the bar, serving our
drinks & listening! In my eyes, they do a wonderful job.
Till next time, enjoy your summer and I will see you around.

Big Ed
Ed Leopold, Commander
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POST 91 CORNERSTONE
Mel Baher, Historian
As Post 91 Historian, I thought I would make some information
available about how Post 91 was started, its original home,
and its present home. The history of the American Legion
(which began in 1919) is available on the 13th District web-site
(americanlegioncleveland.org) for those interested.
Post 91 was issued its temporary charter with Thirty (30) members,
on September 5, 1919 and its permanent charter was issued August
10, 1920. Both original documents are located on the Memorial wall in the
canteen. Thomas Marks was the first Post 91 commander.
The original home was located on the second floor of a building where the Berea Police department
stands today. The lighted glass globe that hangs in the canteen today was the original outdoor sign, at
that location. Our current home was built in 1955, by Rudy Ursprung, a general contractor from the City
of Berea. Mr. Ursprung (the 7th Post 91 commander) was responsible for most of the buildings built for
Baldwin-Wallace College, at that time. Our land was part of the original sandstone quarries, and was
“filled-in” with foundry sand from the Ford Motor company, prior to construction of our facility. All the
exterior walls are “double-block” with a 1” air space between the two rows of block, the most efficient
“insulation” at that time.
Many, many renovations have gone on since the 1980’s and I will cover those in my future articles. There
are quite a few pictures from that time and I hope to share them with you also. Oh, and by the way
today’s Legion membership stands at 680; Twenty (20) consecutive years at “all time high.”

CHARITY REPORT
Tom Morgan, Finance Officer
Post 91 has made the following charitable contributions for the months of June & July 2017:
Alzheimer’s Association............................................................................................. $ 100
Berea Historical Society............................................................................................. $ 100
Berea-Midpark Athletic Boosters............................................................................. $ 100
Berea-Midpark Band Boosters................................................................................. $ 60
City Mission................................................................................................................. $ 100
First Responders Dinner sponsor............................................................................ $ 360
Jacob Schwandt, Virginia Offenburg Scholarship.................................................. $ 500
Nick Secrete, Albert Baesel Scholarship................................................................. $ 500
Rachel Sinitic, Thomas Marks Scholarship............................................................. $ 500
Stormy Riddle, James C Masie Scholarship............................................................. $ 500
Southwest Hospital Precious Pals............................................................................ $ 100
VA Hospice................................................................................................................... $ 500
VFW Post 3345............................................................................................................ $ 100
Total .................................................................................................................... $3,520

www.postbythelake.org

2

THE AMERICAN LEGION
Mel Baher, 2nd Vice Commander
As of July 15, 2017, I have processed 165 membership
renewals. The Department of Ohio was a little late
in getting our 2018 membership cards to us, so I’m
working on them as fast as I can.
Please be patient as your 2018 membership card will
be forthcoming—if you have already submitted your
dues. If you have NOT paid your 2018 membership
dues yet, remember to receive a “early bird” sticker
you need to pay BEFORE November 11, 2017.
Our 2018 Quota has been set at 680. It really would
nice to be Quota by Veterans Day, so if you haven’t
sent your payment in as of today, please consider
doing it now, before you forget about it. THANKS!
Here are the numbers so far:
• 65 Life Members
• 155 Renewals
• 8 NEW members
• 2 Transfers into Post 91

Albert’s Café Update
• Lunch Specials are doing great,
especially the Liver and Onions.
• Pizza Night (Wednesdays) is back and
Lynn needs volunteers.
• Starting August 1, 2017 we will be
having Taco Tuesday from 6-8pm. Your
choice of 2 tacos (soft or hard shell) w/
toppings for $2.00.
• Friday Night Burgers go till September
1, 2017. Get them while they are hot!
• Starting September 2, 2017, the kitchen
will be open on Saturdays from
11–3pm. Limited menu until we see the
traffic requires expanding to include
more items.
The kitchen is for our members—if you
would like to see different food items,
please contact me or Lynn with your
suggestions. We want to be the BEST!

Mel Baher
Jeff Myers, 2nd Vice Commander

Greetings Legionaries and Members of Post 91. The month of August is Loaded with events starting off
with our first of two outdoor concerts.
Aug. 5
Aug. 12
Aug. 19
Aug. 20
Sep. 1
Sep. 5
Sep. 11
Sep. 15
Sep. 17

Features our own “Wallbangers” — 6–10pm, with Food Catered by Mission BBQ for $10
featuring pulled pork and chicken and three sides.
James C. Masie Scholarship Golf Outing — held at Emerald Woods. Hole Sponsorships
and Foursomes are still available.
ALR Pig Roast — details to follow.
Post Family Picnic — Please bring a side dish to share.
Our 2nd Concert featuring “Even Keel” with Ladies Auxiliary cooking Burgers— 7–10pm
Post Birthday
Patriots Day Ceremony on the triangle—9am
POW/MIA Day Ceremony in our Pavilion
The S.A.L will also hold their first Tailgate Party of the Season

So—Mark Your Calendars, Come Out and Support as Many Events as You Can!
For God and Country! Thank A Vet!

Jeff
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—Continued on page 10

THE AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY
Sharon (Sheri) Krepelka, Ladies Auxiliary President
First, I would like to thank the ladies of the Auxiliary Color Guard that were able to march in the Berea
Grindstone Parade and the 4th of July parade in Olmsted Falls. It was muggy and windy and they
did an outstanding job. I recently received some interesting paper work from the Department of Ohio
Auxiliary that has information about what we did in 2015–2016:
• Volunteer hours serving veterans and communities reported . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,390,564
• Resources raised and spent on veterans, and military families . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $23,567,560
• Resources raised and spent to support youth, scholarships and communities. . . . . . $7,913,855
Each year we donate hours and money to these projects. But we need more help. We have 368 members
and have a very small percentage that get involved in our programs. We need members to come to our
meetings and learn more about what we do and about our various programs. Our meeting is the 2nd
Monday of every month at 7:30. Your presence would be greatly appreciated. God Bless our post, our
veterans and our Great Country.

Marianna Paris, 1st Vice President Ladies Auxiliary
Hi to all, and a big thank you to all our wonderful volunteers!
On Father’s Day, the Auxiliary could provide breakfast to all “Dad’s” at no cost and to families at a small
cost. With the help of generous donations, we also could give 30 door prizes. I hope you enjoyed the
prizes. Thank you to the following volunteers: Carol Cathcart, Sue Coleman, Jeanne Haas, Janine Hanson &
and of course our Great Fundraising Chair, Barb Hendricks.
Our next adventure was the “Feed the Kids” Campaign for the City of Berea. Again, we could not have
been successful without great volunteer. This project included making lunches for students in the Berea
City School District who would normally be on the reduced lunch program during the school year. We
prepared between 60-138 lunches each day for one week. Our volunteers were: Sandy & Michael Masie,
Paul McCumbers, Danica D’Amico, Linda Van Duyn, Carol Cathcart, Joe Sperk, Wayne Sedlay, Vonnie Kline, Vicki
Chainey, Lynn Stark, Peg (Grandma) Masie, Diane Koch, Andy Peculis, Sandy Lehman, Stella & Nicholas Toohey
& Frank Levelle. Thank you all so very much.
Then there was Memorial Day, a great day to celebrate Our Country, especially at Post 91. Once again,
we had great volunteers serving food to the folks gathering to watch fireworks “Over Coe Lake.” Our
volunteers included: Lynn Crann, Donella Kline, Tom Moyer, Nancy Doutt, and Vicki Cainey.
I also want to thank all our bartenders for answering many phones calls about the above events. You
truly are appreciated! Thank you all and I look forward to working with you in the future.

Nancy Doutt, Membership Chairman Ladies Auxiliary
We finished the 2017 membership year with 368 members, 96.8%. We made our junior goal, but fell
short of our senior goal. Our 2018 membership year begins August 1, 2017. Dues remain the same for
one more year—$25.00 for senior members (members 18 years and older) and $5.00 for junior members
(1 day until 18 years old). Early birds get the sticker when dues are paid by November 11, 2017. Membership
dues renewal notices are sent by the National Auxiliary, but you do not need that notice to pay your dues.
Thank you to everyone who renewed your dues or joined our Unit during this past year.
—Continued on page 6
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION
Charles O’Malley, S.A.L. Commander
Greetings from S.A.L. Squadron 911!
We hope that everyone is having a fun and safe summer.
As the summer starts closing its beauty. It reminds me
that football season is almost here!
Sep. 17
Oct. 29

Aug. 18

Annual Browns Tailgate: Kick-off against
the Ravens — 1:00 pm
Annual Browns Tailgate: Mark your
calendars for our next tailgate against
the Vikings in London — 1:00 pm
Burger Night: Join us at the Post’s kitchen.
Come chow down on some burgers and chips!

A special Thank You goes out to Stormy Riddle for coming
to our monthly meeting in July. She gave us a great thank you card and received the Dave “Bear” Hof
scholarship! Our monthly meetings are held on the second Wednesday of every month. You can join in
on these meeting and hear Post and S.A.L. updates and future events!

Jim Matej, Membership Chairman. S.A.L.
Our membership year for 2017 ended May 31st, 2017, all cards were sent back to the Department in
Columbus. Any new members that we get will be held until I get 2018 cards in July. We had a good year
with a total 320 paid membership, for Squadron 91. This makes us the largest squadron in District 13
before the S.A.L. convention.
Look for your membership notices for the 2018, yearly dues $25.00. If your address changed or you feel
we may not have the correct address, please let us know so we can update our records. You can also
update and verify your information on The American Legions “Member Information Change Page” using
the following link: All you need to have is your Member ID# to make the changes.
http://www.members.legion.org/CGI-BIN/lansaweb?webapp=adrchg2+webrtn=wr_main+ml=LANSA:XHTML+part=TAL+lang=ENG”

Jerry Kelly, S.A.L., Chaplin — “24 Hours Can Change Your Life”
No Post member can be too busy to be an active member of the Post, yes life doesn’t revolve around
the Post, but in fact giving one full day a year can make an enormous difference in your life and of fellow
members. Regardless of schedules and commitments, which we understand are very important, many
Post 91 members are glad to help, but are getting burnt out. May I suggest an illustration of how much
can be done as a Post 91 member in 24 hours., whether helping Blue Caps, Ladies Auxiliary, Sons of the
Legion or Legion Riders:
8 hours a year — working with units of the Post on charitable projects
4 hours a year — enjoying and helping Post social functions
4 hours a year — ATTENDING MEETINGS
6 hours a year — (a half hour a month) reading Post newsletter/magazine or
individual newsletter that’s sent to your house.
2 hours a year — p
 romoting the Post or American Legion to a friend or someone of interest who may
be helped from Post 91 or American Legion.						

Thank you!
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The American Legion Auxiliary—continued from page 4
Convention Report—At the recent Department of Ohio convention in Dayton, Ohio, Unit 91 received the
following recognition:
• Dept. President’s Special Citation for meeting all goals except for attaining membership goal.
• Special Junior Citation of Merit (attaining goal ribbon, participating in three or more of the American
Legion Auxiliary programs and submitting an annual report by the deadline.
• The Ruth Adams Plaque for Chaplain Vonnie Kline and Sheri Krepelka chaplain program and prayers.
• The Anna Mae Beckley Plaque for best all-around community service program. These two plaques
are the “best of” of all units in the state of Ohio.
• Certificates of Achievement for our narratives / reports for Americanism, Buckeye Girls State,
Children & Youth, Leadership, National Security, Public Relations, and Legislative—which was named
as one of the top four reports in the state.
Congratulations to all the chairmen and the members who reported their good works.

Nancy Doutt, Community Service Chairman Ladies Auxiliary
Red, White & Blue Award—Congratulations to Strongsville High School, recipient of the American
Legion’s Red, White & Blue Award. They were nominated by our Post/Unit for their promotion of
Americanism ideals in the high school. They recently placed 36 new flags in their classrooms, which
were provided by the Post 91 American Legion family, and their continuous participation in the American
Legion Americanism & Government test, the Americanism essay, and Buckeye Boys and Girls State.
Principal Mr. Mark Smithberger and Asst. Principal Mr. Brian Tumino were recognized at the American
Legion 13th District meeting at Clifton Post 421 on July 5.
School Supplies Collection — Please help our local children and teachers have the proper school
supplies for the upcoming school year. A list of needed items will be posted on a collection box in the
canteen in August.

Nancy Doutt, Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation (VA&R) Chairman Ladies Auxiliary
If you’re interested in going to Wade Park for bingo on Monday, August 28, or for a ward visit on Monday,
November 6, please call Nancy at (440) 552-4713 so we don’t leave the Post without you. These are on
Monday nights, and if you participate, you are eligible for the drawing, as you will be on Post business.
Sweats for the Vets Collection — A collection box will be in the Canteen during
the months of September and October for sweat shirts and sweat pants for the
hospitalized veterans at Wade Park VA Hospital. They will be delivered on
November 6, in time for Veterans Day. Oftentimes, the hospitalized veterans
only have the clothes they wore when they were admitted, and hospital
gowns. All sizes are needed, but especially larger sizes (XL, 2X, 3X and 4X).
Pumpkin rolls — Starting August 1, the Auxiliary will be taking orders for
the 2017 batch of pumpkin rolls. The price remains the same—just $9.00
for the biggest rolls in town. We often sell out before we finish making
them, so order early. Order forms will be available in the canteen. All
proceeds benefit all our Auxiliary programs.
—Continued on page 7
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The American Legion Auxiliary—continued from page 6

Barb Hendricks, Drawings Ladies Auxiliary
We combined our June Monday night raffle with the annual Father’s Day basket raffle and raised
$1,080.00. With your generosity and support we could help 3 veterans relocate into their own housing
with the assistance of Church Street Ministries. Thanks to everyone that continues to support the Ladies
Auxiliary raffles.
The following donations have been made for the months of January through April:
Pathways Hospice in Berea....................................................................................... $
266
Church Street Ministries ........................................................................................... $
323
Wags 4 Warriors......................................................................................................... $
240
Total..................................................................................................................... $ 1, 692

Stacey Lehmann, 2nd Vice Pres Ladies Auxiliary
I would like to send out a special Congratulations and Thank You to our 2017 Buckeye Girls State
delegates, Rachel Potter and Lauren Zacharyasz.
This year Post 91, along with several other American Legion Auxiliary Units, sent high school juniors from
our area to Mount Union College to participate in the 71st Annual American Legion Auxiliary Buckeye
Girls State. There delegates partake in a week-long program designed to educate Ohio’s young women
in the duties, privileges, rights, and responsibilities of good citizenship. By getting involved in the
process, BGS delegates learn more about city, county, and state government in one week than they will
in an entire semester of high school. This year the young ladies sponsored by Post 91 held the following
positions at Buckeye Girls State: RACHEL POTTER—State Representative—Merritt City and LAUREN
ZACHARYASZ—City Director of Public Service—Taft City.
All members are welcome to attend an upcoming Auxiliary meeting to meet with our delegates and hear
them speak on their experiences during their time at BGS.

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS
Frank Whalen, A.L.R. Director
Thanks to everyone who participated in the “Gifts for the Yanks” poker run. It was a great day for a ride
and we had a lot of fun. Plus, we were able to donate money to the “Gifts for the Yanks.” Summer is in
full swing and there is a lot of events are happening at Post 91! The A.L.R. is hosting the following:
July 29

Wasted Away in Margaritaville Party—A.L.R. is co-hosting this event with the Post 91
Bartenders. Food Tickets are $10 ea. for Tacos and the trimmings.

Aug. 19

Annual Pig Roast— Tickets will be $20 per person, get your tickets early! Food will be
served at 5pm and a DJ will be playing tunes from 6-10pm.
Come and join us for good food and music.
Mansfield Reformatory Ride & Tour—Watch for flyers in the Post and announcements
on Monday night for the date & time.

Enjoy the summer and stop down for one of Post 91’s events listed on the calendar.

Frank
7
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27

20

28
Wade Park
Bingo
Leave Post 6pm

7PM
Color Guard

21

Sat Aug 12
Emerald Woods
$80 per person –
Is your spot reserved???

James C Masie
Memorial Golf Outing

Post 91
Family Picnic

14

13

7:30PM
Meeting

7

6

Marianna Peris
440-223-6444

Hall Rentals

MONDAY

12n – 6pm
Bring a Covered Dish
Burgers & Hot Dogs
Provided

Family Picnic

29

22

15

8

1

TUESDAY

onions

30 Lunch – Liver &

Meat Loaf

23 Lunch –

Papirkash

16 Lunch –

7:30 PM Meeting

Cabbage Rolls

9 Lunch – Stuffed

Chicken

2 Lunch- BBQ

WEDNESDAY

A.L.R

31

Blue Caps

S.A.L.

DJ Music 6-10pm

Tue - Fri
11AM-3:00PM

LUNCHES

KITCHEN OPEN
Mon 6-8 pm

Pulled Pork, Pulled Chicken
Mac & Cheese, Cole Slaw
Potato Salad

26

Pig Roast

19 A.L.R.

James C Masie
Memorial Golf
Outing

12

serving

Mission BBQ

5 Outdoor
Concert 6-10pm
“Wallbangers”

SATURDAY

Aug 5 Outdoor Concert “Wallbangers”
Food Serving 5:30-7:30 – Music 6-10
Mission BBQ tickets $10 ea

25 Special Team

18

11 A.L.R.

4

FRIDAY

Aug 19 $20 per person
Serving 5pm
Tickets on sale

7PM E-Board

24

17

7PM Meeting

10

3

THURSDAY

9

Ladies Aux will
snacks & food

on the Pavilion

Time 6-10pm

Even Keel Band

24

S.A.L.Tailgate Party

A.L.R. Meeting Noon

17

be serving

7PM Executive
Board Meeting

25

18

7:30PM
Meeting

friends

…

27 Lunch – Liver &
Onions

Stew

20 Lunch – Beef

7:30PM Meeting

Scallop Potatoes

13 Lunch – Ham &

Bring a dish to share

Support the S.A.L,
Cheer the Browns,
Enjoy the time with

WEDNESDAY

6 Lunch – Pierogi,
Keilbaska & Kraot

S.A.L.Tailgate Party
Browns vs Ravens

26

19

12

11 Patriots Day

10

Thunder on the
Strip

5 Post 91
98th Birthday

TUESDAY

4

MONDAY

3

SUNDAY

7PM Executive
Board

28

21

7PM Meeting

14

7

THURSDAY

29

22

7pm

15 POW MIA
Ceremony Pavillion

8

featuring: Tad
Swan, Mike Misinic,
John Garding &
Holly Overton

1 Even Keel Band

FRIDAY

Tue - Sat
11AM-3:00PM

LUNCHES

KITCHEN OPEN
Mon 6-8 pm

30

23

16

9
Pumpkin Rolls

2

SATURDAY

FROM THE EDITOR
Maureen Bauhof, Editor
I just celebrated a “Milestone” birthday… One where you start reflecting on your life! For many
people, birthdays, especially the big ones, make you think about how your life is progressing—
or not going as well as you hoped. This can be wake-up calls to improve your life.
One thing I reflected on was how different I did things than my parents. I realize that times have
changed and that had a lot to do with what I did. I raised my child to be strong, independent
and able to take care of herself. She turned out well and I am proud of her, she reminds
me of myself in some of the things she does. She has other ideas and ways of doing
things that are different than mine and some of those ideas and better than mine!
The same thing goes for different organization’s where I have been a member over
the years. As the seniors, we must encourage the juniors to take over because we will
not be here forever. If we don’t mentor them along, everything we worked for
will become stagnant and in time could cease to exist. We must listen to their
ideas and let them try new things. We don’t have to do things in the same way
we’ve done in the past. Remember when we were the “new kids on the block”
and had ideas… We do not want to discourage them and have them walk away
because we are too set in the old ways!
Post 91’s units have a lot of events scheduled over the next few months. Take
a minute and look over what is coming up and attend some of them. The events
provide the members with a great evening out and the proceeds go to the worthy causes
that the Post 91 units support. We Need Your Support!!
Enjoy the rest of the summer ….

Maureen

The American Legion—continued from page 3

Bob Roginsky, Color Guard

Don ‘Flash’ Vaji,
Gifts For The Yanks Chairman

The Color Guard has participated in everything
on the schedule this year. Unfortunately, all our
members cannot be there at the same time.
We need to recruit new members. We only have
8 members. One member is in Kuwait for 1 year
with the National Guard, leaving us with only 7
members.

Hi Folks,
Good News, Post 91 came in First Place in the
State for the Sixth year in a row. We turned in
$21,268.91.All I can say is thanks to all of you for
your support! We are off to a good start for next
year. A big thank you to the Berea Post 91 A.L.R.
for their generous donations. So, once again
“Thank You All.”
We have a lot of functions going on this summer
at Post 91. Don’t forget to support some of these
functions. It’s a good way to socialize and meet
new people!

Flash

We need to buy uniforms for any new members
and to update some of our current member
uniforms. We will be holding some Fundraiser’s
soon. We hope all the members of our Post will
be there to support us.
Please contact me at 440-582-5856 if you would
be interested in becoming a member of Post 91
Color Guard.

Bob
www.postbythelake.org 10

Events

BULLETIN BOARD

Mark your calendars for these upcoming events

July
29 Post 91 Bartenders & A.L.R. Margaritaville
Party - Tacos & the trimmings and DJ music
30 Commanders Cup Charity Softball Game –
11am Hufsey Field Brook Park

August*
5 Outdoor Concert – Mission BBQ & music
by “Wallbangers” Band
12 James C Masie Golf Outing
19 A.L.R. Pig Roast with DJ playing music
20 Post 91 Family Picnic – Bring a dish to share
28 Ladies Auxiliary – Wade Park Bingo

September**
1 Outdoor Concert – Food by the Auxiliary
music by “Even Keel” band
5 Post 91 Birthday
9 Ladies Auxiliary – Pumpkin Rolls
11 Patriots Day – Ceremony in the City of Berea
15 POW MIA Ceremony – Pavilion
17 S.A.L. Tailgate Party – Bring a dish to share
* Taco Tuesdays start –August 1

New Membership
The American Legion

Sick Call

Mark Dent–USA, Joan Dent–USA, Adrian
Griffin–USMC, Joseph Walsh–USAF,
Matthew Lucas–USA, Roy Mitchell–USA,
Gary Luchansky–USA, Ronald Finley–USAF

None to report

Transfers
Cecil Elwood–USN–WWII from Post 703,
Brian Klamert–USN–VN from Post 888

American Legion Auxiliary
Constance Butcher, Jean Mitchell, Mary
Warner

Sons of the American Legion

Taps
Steve Pleasnick–WW11 & Korea, Helen
Warner Harrison

Membership & Info
Please call 440-234-0091 or visit our
website: www.postbythelake.org.

Hall Rentals
Please contact Marianna Peris, Monday
though Saturday 9:00am to 5:00pm @440234-0091 or 440-223-6444.

None to report

•• Saturday Lunches start – September

On this Labor

Day, we…

…because of you,
we are free to celebrate…
in this great country we all call Home.

