February | March 2018

Happy
Valentine’s Day!

COMMANDER’S CORNER
Well January has come and gone and it’s still cold outside… I cannot wait for warm weather.
So far, since I been elected commander, we’ve had a successful 7 months at our Post. I want to personally
Thank You! for helping to keep our Post alive and well.
• February is Americanism Month. For over 50 years, the American Legion has observed this month
as a time to emphasize 100% Americanism in this great country of ours. I would like to call on all Post
members to rededicate themselves to America and its ideas.
• Your American Legion Riders are serving breakfast the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month.
• The A.L.R. Sweetheart Formal is being held on February 17.
• The first Saturday of the February & March we have a D.J. in the canteen playing your favorite
tunes. Join us for the evening!
• March looks like it will be a busy month with the Post bus trip TBA and St. Patrick Day.
• Support our Friday Fish Fry! We are serving 6-8pm every Friday thru Good Friday.
As always, thank a Vet,

Big Ed
Ed Leopold, Commander
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— AMERICANISM —

F

ebruary is Americanism Month—an opportunity to express a love
of America, loyalty to its ideals and institutions, allegiance to its flag,
willingness to defend it against all enemies, foreign and domestic, and a
desire to pass on the blessings of liberty to future generations.
Help us celebrate Americanism Month by encouraging awareness and
involvement in establishing or growing one of the many Americanism programs
within your community. Flag education and protection, voter awareness, naturalization
and citizenship of immigrants, youth programs along with a number of scholarship opportunities.
At the first National Convention held in Minneapolis, Minnesota, in 1919, the National Americanism
Commission of The American Legion was created. The charge at that convention made for the
establishment of the Americanism Commission was as follows:
“Shall be the endeavor to realize in the United States the basic ideal of this Legion of 100 percent
Americanism through the planning, establishment and conduct of a continuous, constructive
educational system designed to:
• Combat all anti-American tendencies, activities and propaganda;
• Work for the education of immigrants, prospective American citizens and alien residents
in the principles of Americanism;
• Inculcate the ideals of Americanism in the citizen population, particularly the basic
American principle that the interests of all the people are above those of any special
interest or any so-called class or section of people;
• Spread throughout the people of the Nation information as to the real nature and
principles of American government;
• Foster the teaching of Americanism in all schools.”
It is the main objective of the Americanism Commission to translate Americanism precepts, principles,
and ideals in an understandable and practical manner to Legion Posts, Auxiliary Units, Sons of the
American Legion, community, individuals, and Young America.
Eight years later, Feb 1927, a conference on Americanism was held in Washington, D.C. The attendees
were from various organizations including: National Commanders of the American Legion, the Disabled
American Veterans, Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic, United Spanish War
Veterans and Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States. The conference attendees agreed upon a
definition of “Americanism”.
“Americanism is an unfailing love of country; loyalty to its institutions and ideals; eagerness to defend
it against all enemies; undivided allegiance to the flag; and a desire to secure the blessings of liberty
to ourselves and posterity.”
Let us keep these words and ideals close to our hearts.
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THE AMERICAN LEGION
Mel Baher,
1st Vice Commander

Jeff Myers,
2nd Vice Commander

Post 91 Blue Cap Membership
report as of January 15, 2018:

Brr! Winter greetings to all members of Post 91!!.

• Post Quota is 680

• Our Post Fish Fry’s are currently in full swing each Friday
through Good Friday from 6 to 8pm serving Orange Roughy.

• Current paid is 618,
which is 91%

• The Riders are also doing their Breakfasts the 2nd and 4th
Sundays of each month from 10 till noon.

• 83 members paid “on-line”
• We have 76 Life Members
• 25 Total New Members
• 17 Transfers into Post 91
100 members remain unpaid as
of this report.

Mel Baher

For February the Riders:
• Have a Winter Formal planned for the 17th and tickets are
currently on sale in the Canteen.
Coming in March:
• Is our annual St. Patrick’s Day Celebration in the Canteen on
the 17th with food served from noon till 7pm. Corned Beef dinners
and sandwiches. Specialty drinks. DJ.
• And for a little advanced notice… our SAL is going to hold a “LIVE”
Duck Race April 28th and they will be seeking sponsorships and
Duck Naming rights. If you have never been to one of these live
events, you won’t want to miss it—it’s a real hoot because the baby
ducks are totally unpredictable.
• We are also still selling Memorial Bricks for $40 each to be
installed in front of our Pavilion garden to Commemorate or Honor
a loved one. We have a minimum order of 20 bricks to place an
order and it would be wonderful to fill the rest of our Memorial
Garden. Please Consider Purchasing a Brick for a friend or family
member.
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Bob Roginsky
Color Guard

Go Cavs, Go Buckeyes, and GO TRIBE!

The Holidays are over, and I want
to wish everyone a Happy New
Year. It’s time to start training
again. As soon as the weather
breaks we need to sharpen up our
Marching and rifle handling. We
hope we can start doing Funerals
in the near future. We have one
spare uniform on hand. Hopefully
we can get a new member to
fit into it. Anyone interested in
joining the Color Guard please call
me at 440-582-5856. It is an honor
to be a part of the color Guard
representing our Post.

For God and Country!

Bob

Flash

www.postbythelake.org

Always Remember to Thank a Veteran!

Jeff Myers
Don ‘Flash’ Vaji, Gifts
For The Yanks Chairman
I would like to thank our members for supporting the Gifts for the Yanks
projects. We are doing very well this year and are close to $18,000.
A special Thanks to Beverly, Stan & Jeff for helping at the VA, passing out
the Christmas bags to the patients.
Join us on Feb 18 for the Daytona Race & Raffle this includes food for a
small or large donation… whichever you choose!
Again, THANKS for your support.

THE AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY
Sharon (Sheri) Krepelka, Ladies Auxiliary President
I hope you all had wonderful holidays, I know I did. Before long the Auxiliary will have to send our reports
in to department. We will need your help. Before the 1st of April, we need what you have done as far as
community service, patriotism, education, children & youth and veteran’s affair and rehabilitation... We
need your hours and any funds you may have donated. Do you sing in a church choir? Do you babysit at
no charge? Did you do volunteering over the holidays? I could go on and on, but I am sure you have the
idea. The Auxiliary has a mail box behind the bar. Want to know more about what we do? Our meetings are
the 2nd Monday of every month and they start at 7:30. Please join us.
God Bless you all, our veterans home and overseas, and this great country. I believe God had a hand in
creating the American Legion and the other organizations attached to it. Some assembly required.

Marianna Peris, 1st Vice President Ladies Auxiliary
Happy New Year to All...
• The Children’s Christmas Party was a HUGE success. The magic show was enjoyed by children and
adults and of course Santa’s arrival, compliments of the Berea Police and Fire Departments was a
great thrill. Thank you to all—as always, our volunteers are the best and appreciated!
• Barb Hendricks is doing a great job with our Auxiliary fundraising for the benefit of Post and
Auxiliary donations. Thank you.
• We now gear up for Fish Fry Friday’s, Easter Bunny Brunch (March 31), Garage Sale (May), Mother’s
Day Flower Sale (May). Hope to see many of you at these events.
If you ever have questions about Auxiliary events, please feel free to give me a call, 440-223-6444, if I
don’t know the answer, I will find it for you.

Stacey Lehmann 2nd Vice Ladies Auxiliary
Unit 91, 13th District and American Legion Auxiliary Department of Ohio Scholarship applications are now
available online. The Unit 91 Scholarship applications are also available at the Canteen. Please contact
Stacey Lehmann with any questions or concerns.

Nancy Doutt, Membership Chairman Ladies Auxiliary
We are now at 81.89% of our goal with the 287 seniors and 16 juniors who have paid their 2018
membership dues. If you have not paid your 2018 dues and you’ve visited the canteen, you may find
that your card key has been deactivated. You can pay your dues at the Post or mail in the dues reminder
envelope you received from the National Auxiliary.

Nancy Doutt, Community Service Chairman Ladies Auxiliary
Giving Tree—We can’t thank everyone enough for making this year’s Giving Tree a HUGE success. Over
160 gifts were purchased for the children linked with Berea Community Outreach and Church Street
Ministries. Many people went above and beyond by really considering the age and gender of the child
when making their purchases—so much so that Barb and I had tears in our eyes when we were sorting
the gifts for distribution. A special thank you to Molly Zanath, Janet Koch, Marianna Peris and Barb Hendricks
for their help this year.
—Continued on page 6
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION
Charles O’Malley, S.A.L. Commander
Hello from the Sons of the American Legion! Even though it is cold outside, we hope everyone is having
a wonderful new year!
The Sons are gearing up to present to the American Legion our first Duck Race, which will be held
Saturday, April 28th, 2018. Doors open at 5:30 pm, dinner at 6 pm, and the races will begin at 7 pm! We
are looking for any businesses or organization that is looking to take out an ad for this event and/or sponsor a
race! Please keep an eye out for out flyers that’ll be posted around the post! Tickets will be $20 per person
and will be available soon for purchase at the Canteen or from a Son’s officer! Hope to you all there!!
Meetings are still on the 2ND WEDNESDAY of the MONTH at 7:30PM at the Post. The same night as
pizza night! They only last about an hour, come and see what we have planned for our members of the
POST 91 family. We can always use your input & help.
If you didn’t pay your dues before the New Year, your KEY CARD has been turned off. When paid, your
Post Canteen privileges will be returned. We have had several membership cards returned because of
address on file issues—if you paid and have not received your 2018 membership cards, please contact
Jim Matej or email your concerns to me at charlieo84@yahoo.com.
Nominations for Officers for 2018-2019 will be accepted in March. Elections will be held in April.”

Charlie
Jim Matej, S.A.L. Membership
Thanks to all who have renewed their S.A.L. membership for the 2018. Your membership dues contribute
to the overall programs of the Sons of the American Legion and keep our membership growing. If you
haven’t renewed, your Post privileges have been stopped as of January 2, 2018. This year’s revised State
quota is 378 and as of January 15th, we have 347 renewed and new members, or 92% of quota. I hope
the remaining members send their dues in our membership year ends May 31, 2018 and we would like to
reach quota before that date.
If you paid your dues and have not received your 2018 Membership card it may be that we do not have
your correct address on file. We have had several cards that have been returned to the Post for wrong
addresses. Drop us a note and we will make sure we track down your card.
We also want to welcome the following new members: Hunter Helsley, James Zatezalo, Jeffrey Haas.

Jim

“May the
BEST DUCK Win!”
We’re having a
“LIVE” Duck Race
April 28th
Stay tuned for details!
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The American Legion Auxiliary—continued from page 4
Volunteers Needed—Drivers are needed for the Dinner to Your Door program. This program replaced
the Meals on Wheels program and is coordinated by Berea Community Outreach. You can commit to as
little or as much as you want—anywhere from once a week or more, or as little as once a month. Typical
time commitment runs between 30 to 60 minutes between 11/11:30 a.m. to 12/1 p.m. Call Daune Jaynes
at (440) 826-4891.

Nancy Doutt, Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation (VA&R) Chairman Ladies Auxiliary
Wade Park VA Hospital Bingo and Ward Visits—The Auxiliary will be going to Wade Park VA Hospital
for bingo on February 26, June 25, and September 24, 2018, and for a ward visit on November 5, 2018.
We leave the Post around 6 p.m. if you’d like to carpool, or you can meet us there. All are welcome!
Comfort items (shampoo, conditioner, lotion, toothbrushes, toothpaste, playing cards, etc.) are needed
throughout the year. If you have any to donate, please leave at the Post with “Nancy Doutt” on the
donation.

Barb Hendricks, Raffle, Ladies Auxiliary
I’m overwhelmed at the generosity and support our members have given to help others in need. In 2017
we donated a total of $5,078.00 to various organizations. I’m proud to be a member of Post 91. Thank
you all so much
The following donations have been made for the months of October through November:
Bus passes to men and women veteran’s..............................................................
Homeless Stand Down..............................................................................................
Total.....................................................................................................................

$ 255
$ 235
$ 490

Memorial Bricks for Sale!
Help us finish up our
Garden Pavilion.
See page 3 for details.
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6

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS
Frank Whalen, A.L.R. Director
Where did this year go? We’ve done so much and had a lot of fun.
I would like to thank everyone for their support during my reign
as director, and I hope the group support all the new leaders in
the future.

Formal

Up Coming Events:
• February 17th is the WINTER FORMAL. Dress nice, flowers
are optional, dancing is a must. We had a great time last year.
Come out and enjoy. Tickets on sale in the canteen or ask a
rider member for assistance.
• April 30th is RALLY FOR THE TROOPS. Meet at the Post 0830
hours (time subject to change). Riding to Newburgh Heights
for breakfast, then an escorted ride to downtown Cleveland
for the rally.
Other rides and activities will be posted in future newsletters.
COME ON SPRING!

Frank

February 17, 2018
6:00 – 12:00 pm
B.Y.O.B. Beer and
Wash included
$25.00 per couple
Finger Foods | 50-50 Raffle
DJ Sandy Balzer will be
playing the tunes
Tickets available at the bar

CHARITY REPORT
Tom Morgan, Finance Officer
Post 91 has made the following charitable contributions for the months of Dec. 2017 & Jan. 2018:
Academy of St. Adalbert PTU....................................................................................
Achievement Centers for Children...........................................................................
American Legion Magazine subscription for:
Berea Library, Berea H.S., and Middleburg Hts Library.................................
Cleveland Police Patrolmen’s Association...............................................................
Kimberly’s make a wish trip......................................................................................
Epilepsy Association...................................................................................................
Jacob Schwandt (Virginia Offenburg Scholarship).................................................
Joint Veteran’s Council of Cuyahoga County..........................................................
Louis B. Schmitt Christmas grant to a needy family.............................................
Nicholas Sekreta (Albert E. Baesel Scholarship)....................................................
Safari Club International...........................................................................................
Salvation Army............................................................................................................
St. Mary Athletic Commission...................................................................................
US Navy Petty Officer Assoc.....................................................................................
VA Hospice...................................................................................................................
Wounded Warrior Project.........................................................................................
Total ....................................................................................................................
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$
$

120
100

$
18
$ 100
$ 250
$
75
$ 500
$
310
$ 500
$ 500
$ 250
$ 100
$
110
$ 200
$ 500
$ 200
$ 3,834
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Marianna Peris
440-223-6444

Hall Rentals

25 A.L.R.
Breakfast
10AM-12noon

Meeting Noon
Daytona Race &
Raffle

18 A.L.R.

Daytona Race &
Raffle
Food available

Feb 18

7PM Executive
Board Meeting

26

19

7:30PM
Meeting

27

20

13

12

11 A.L.R.
Breakfast
10AM-12noon

Onions

28 Lunch – Liver &

Chicken

21 Lunch – Roasted

7:30 PM Meeting

14 Lunch - Perch

Beef Stroganoff

7 Lunch -

6

5

WEDNESDAY

4

TUESDAY
A.L.R. Formal
Feb 17
Purchase tickets in
the Canteen or from
an A.L.R. member

MONDAY

DJ
7 – 11 pm
First Saturday of
the month thru Mar

SUNDAY

7PM E-Board

22

15

7PM Meeting

8

1

THURSDAY

23 Aux evening

16 A.L.R evening

9 S.A.L. evening

2 Blue Caps evening

FRIDAY

Mon,Tue,Wed & Fri
6-8 pm
Thur 7-9pm
LUNCHES
Tue-Fri 11-2pm
Sat 11:30-2:30PM

Kitchen Open

24

A.L.R.
Formal

17

10

3
DJ 7-11pm

SATURDAY
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Marianna Peris
440-223-6444

Hall Rentals

25 A.L.R.
Breakfast
10AM-12noon

A.L.R.
Meeting Noon

18

7PM Executive
Board Meeting

26

19

7:30PM
Meeting

27

20

Onions

28 Lunch – Liver &

Parm

21 Lunch – Chicken

7:30 PM Meeting

Salmon Patties

14 Lunch -

12

11 A.L.R.
Breakfast
10AM-12noon

13

7 Lunch - Swedish
Meatballs

6

5

WEDNESDAY

4

TUESDAY

Serving
Noon-7pm
Special Drinks &
DJ

MONDAY

DJ
7 – 11 pm
First Saturday of
the month thru Mar

SUNDAY

29

7PM E-Board

22

15

7PM Meeting

8

1

THURSDAY

30 Fish Fri Chiefs
evening

23 Aux evening

16 A.L.R. evening

9 S.A.L. evening

2 Blue Caps Evening

FRIDAY

Mon,Tue,Wed & Fri
6-8 pm
Thur 7-9pm
LUNCHES
Tue-Fri 11-2pm
Sat 11:30-2:30PM

Kitchen Open

31

24

Day

17 St Patricks

10

3
DJ 7-11pm

SATURDAY

FROM THE EDITOR
Maureen Bauhof, Editor
Winter has not been nice! Cold, snow and everyone
sick! Spring can’t come soon enough!
Remember our upcoming events in February &
March… Why cook dinner when you can stop at the
Post for:
• Taco Tuesday
• Pizza on Wednesday
• Chicken Wings on Thursday
• Fish Fries on Friday
We have some special events during the next
2 months. Check the calendar and take the time to
attend a few of the events.

Maureen

Perks of Being Over the Hill
• There is nothing left anymore to learn the hard way.
• Things that you buy now won’t wear out.
• Your supply of brain cells is finally down to a manageable size.
• You no longer think of the speed limit as a challenge.
• Your investment in health insurance is finally paying off.
• You can quit trying to hold in your stomach no matter who walks into the room.
• Your secrets are safe with your friends because they can’t remember them anyway.
• You can sing along with elevator music.
• Your joints are more accurate meteorologists than the guy on the television.
• Your eyes won’t get too much worse.
• Kidnappers are not very interested in you.
• People call you at 9 p.m. and ask, “Did I wake you????“
• You can get into a heated argument about pension plans.
• You can eat dinner at 4:00 in the afternoon.
• In a hostage situation you are the most likely to be released first.
• No one expects you to run—anywhere.
• You are no longer viewed as a hypochondriac.

www.postbythelake.org 10

New Membership
Upcoming Events

Mark your calendars for these
upcoming events

February
3 DJ, 7-11pm
11 A.L.R. Breakfast, 10am–Noon
17 A.L.R. Formal
18 Daytona Race & Raffle

The American Legion
Paul Bahre, Ellis Kennedy, Gregory Koch,
David Laubert, William Lee,
Martin McGinty, Christopher Saunders,
Michael Trainer, Earl Vanatter

BULLETIN BOARD
Membership & Info
Please call 440-234-0091 or visit our website:
www.postbythelake.org.

American Legion Auxiliary
Madeline Draves & Olivia Draves – Jr.
Teri Futo, Kim Haas, Barbara Hunter,
Helen Kelly, Diane Nemec, Janet Swboni

25 A.L.R. Breakfast, 10am–Noon

Hall Rentals
Please contact Marianna Peris,
Monday though Saturday 9:00am to 5:00pm
@440-234-0091 or 440-223-6444.

Sons of the American Legion
March
3 DJ, 7-11pm
11 A.L.R. Breakfast, 10am–Noon
17 St. Patrick’s Day Party
11 A.L.R. Breakfast, 10am–Noon

Hunter Helsley, James Zatezalo,
Jeffrey Haas

Sick Call
None to report

Taps
Dan Muranko

Marilla Baher, Legion Sunshine Fund

This is a member benefit that allows our
members to use the hall for a “Celebration
of Life” when a member or a member’s
immediate family passes away. They are able
to use the hall for 4 hours & the Post 91
provides food at no charge. Contact Marianna
Peris 440-223-6444 to make sure the hall is
available for the date requested and Marilla
Baher 216-229-7744 to organize everything.

