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COMMANDER’S CORNER
Hello Everyone,
Hope everyone had a very nice Thanksgiving with Family and Friends. Just around the corner is Christmas.
I guess I should start my shopping soon, speaking of shopping don’t forget the Ladies Aux. Giving tree, all
the families on the tree are needy families. Did you know the Blue Caps always pick a needy family every
year and give them $500.00 check, to help them have a Happy Holiday. If you know of a family in need,
bring it to our Thursday night meeting and it can be discussed.
I want to take my hat off to our Barmaids, they have a never-ending job, they serve you your drinks, sell
you tickets, plus a lot of other things that people need. Thank you Ladies, Great Job!
OK now it is preaching time! Under no circumstances is anyone allowed to open the door when you hear
the buzzer, bartenders will take care of it, even if you know who is at the door, do not touch, they need to
see who they are. Thank You!
I want to wish each and everyone a MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR Thank you all for your
support of Post 91.
Thank You All, Thank A Vet

Big Ed
Ed Leopold, Commander
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FEATURE STORY

The Real Meaning of Christmas
Last week I was in Atlanta, Georgia attending a conference. While I was in the airport, returning home, I
heard several people behind me begin to clap and cheer. I immediately turned around and witnessed one
of the greatest acts of patriotism I have ever seen. Moving through the terminal was a group of soldiers. As
they began heading to their gate, everyone abruptly rose to their feet with their hands waving and cheering. When I saw the thirty or forty soldiers being applauded and cheered for, it hit me. I’m not alone. I’m
not the only red-blooded American who still loves this country and supports our troops and their families.
Of course, I immediately stopped and began clapping for these young unsung heroes who are putting
their lives on the line every day for us, so we can go to school, work and home without fear of reprisal.
Just when I thought I could not be prouder of my country or of our service men and women, a young girl,
not more than 6 or 7 years old ran up to one of the male soldiers. He kneeled and said, “Hi…”
The little girl then asked him if he would give something to her daddy for her…
The young soldier, who didn’t look any older than 22 years, said he would try and asked what she wanted
to give to her daddy. Then suddenly the little girl grabbed the neck of this soldier, gave him the biggest
hug she could muster, and then kissed him on the cheek.
The mother of the little girl, who said her daughter’s name was Courtney, told the young soldier that her
husband was a Marine and had been in Iraq for 11 months now. As the mom was explaining how much her
daughter Courtney missed her father, the young soldier began to tear up.
When this temporarily single mom was done explaining her situation, all the soldiers huddled together for
a brief second… Then one of the other servicemen pulled out a military-looking walkie-talkie. They started
playing with the device and talking back and forth on it.
After about 10-15 seconds of this, the young soldier walked back over to Courtney, bent down and said, “I
spoke to your daddy and he told me to give this to you.” He then hugged this little girl that he had just met
and gave her a kiss on the cheek. He finished by saying, “Your daddy told me to tell you that he loves you
more than anything and he is coming home very soon.”
The mom at this point was crying almost uncontrollably and as the young soldier stood to his feet, he
saluted Courtney and her mom. I was standing no more than 6 feet away from this entire event.
As the soldiers began to leave, heading towards their gate, people resumed their applause. As I stood
there applauding and looked around, there were very few dry eyes, including my own. That young soldier, in one last act of selflessness, turned around and blew a kiss to Courtney with a tear rolling down his
cheek.
Every day, we need to remember all our soldiers and their families and thank God for them and their sacrifices. At the end of the day, it’s good to be an American.
Here is a wonderful story. It was written by a woman named Sarah Barlow and tells about her experience of
witnessing a soldier’s act of kindness towards a little girl at the airport. Truly heartwarming.
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THE AMERICAN LEGION
Mel Baher,
1st Vice Commander

Jeff Myers,
2nd Vice Commander

Post Quota

=

675

Current Paid
(as of November 15, 2018

=
=

551
82% of quota)

Renewals
(65 of which were “online” )

=

551

Life members

=

76

new Members

=

11

Transfers

=

25

*65 of which were “online”
Current Membership Make-Up:
27 WWII Members
99 Korea Members
418 Vietnam Members
73 Grenada / Lebanon / Panama Members
150 Persian Gulf Members
767 Total Members (Paid & Unpaid)
We have 161 members that remain unpaid as
of this report! Note to those unpaid members;
canteen access & weekly sign-up will be shut-off
on Monday, December 31, 2018, if dues remain
unpaid! Restoration of canteen access & weekly
sign-up may take up to fourteen (14) days after
dues are received and recorded.
This is your official final notice to pay your 2019
Post 91 membership dues.
Thank you!

Mel
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I would like to thank everyone that came out and
supported the POST CLAM BAKE. We were able
to raise $1,300. I would like to thank MIKE ZULLO
and his crew of volunteers and all my helpers for
their assistance in making it a success. Thank you
to everyone that came to our REVERSE RAFFLE
and to the Volunteers! Those that missed the
Raffle missed a good time!
Another round of thanks goes out to the Ladies
Auxiliary for the WONDERFUL LUNCH ON
VETERANS DAY, and to our S.A.L. group for the
Excellent Dinner they provided. Our Post is blessed
to have two organizations dedicated to providing
for their Veterans.
The Month of DECEMBER has the District Winter
Conference on Dec. 2nd at 10am, Children’s
Christmas Party, an A.L.R. Breakfast, and an early
close at 6pm on Christmas Eve. Merry Christmas
to everyone—the Post is closed on Christmas Day.
JANUARY 1ST— Post opens late at noon, and the
Fish Fry’s start on Jan 4th and run through Good
Friday; you also have the A.L.R. Breakfasts, and
the Ladies AUX Spaghetti Dinner.
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR
Go Buckeyes! Go Cavs! Go Browns!
For God & Country
Always Remember to Thank a Veteran!

Jeff Myers

THE AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY
Marianna Peris,
Ladies Auxiliary President
Hi Everyone! Hope everyone is doing well. Thank
you to all The Halloween Volunteers, Trunk or Treat
Groups, and families for attending. Once again the
event was great.
Out Veterans Day lunch went well. The numbers
were lower than normal, but we hope all that
attended enjoyed the lunch and festivities.
Thanks to all our great volunteers. The Veteran’s
are what makes us proud to volunteer.
Don’t forget we are always collecting cookies for
the Veteran’s Hospital visits, and the USO. Just
drop them at the Post and we will get them in the
right hands.
A few more very important Thank You’s, Thanks to
Marilla Baher and her Sunshine Shine Fund for the
special food they provided for families at a time of
sadness. The Sunshine Shine Fund provides a meal
for any member whose immediate family member
passes away. This event takes place at the Post. If
you need this assistance, contact the Post.
Thank you to Maureen for the great job she does
with our newsletter. I hope everyone appreciates
the information, and time and effort that Maureen
puts into this publication. Also, thanks to Ron
Fazekas who previously did this job.
Happy Holidays to all and if you need assistance
during this time, please contact me, and if we can,
we will help.

Nina Zdravecky,
1st Vice President Ladies Auxiliary
Hello Happy People!! By now everyone has had
their fill of Turkey... I hope everyone was able to
spend time with family and friends and took the
time to remember everything, you are thankful
for. I have a couple of upcoming events for the
Ladies Auxiliary to let you know about.
We will be having the Children’s Christmas party
on December 8th. There is a sign-up sheet at the
bar. Please remember to bring one wrapped gift

for each of the children you bring with their name
on it before the party! We are looking for donations of cookies if there are any of you out there
that likes to bake. There will be pizza, pop, cookies
and crafty things for the kids to do while waiting
their turn to see Santa.
On January 26th we will be having our spaghetti
dinner so save the date and listen to the announcements for details! Wishing everyone safe and
Blessed Holidays.

Stacey Lehmann,
2nd Vice President Ladies Auxiliary
I would like to thank EVERYONE who donated
Halloween candy, participated in Post 91 3rd annual Trunk-or-Treat event and all the families that
attend the Children’s Halloween Party. Although it
was a rainy Halloween season fun was had by all.
A big thank you to Grindstone and Brookpark
Memorial Elementary for creating Veteran’s Day
Poppy pictures and placemats that were used
on Veteran’s Day at the Post and throughout the
community.
A Super Special Thank You to my favorite little
helpers Sam, Grace, Patrick, Sawyer and Rowan
who made 136 Veteran’s Day door decorations. For
the seventh year I took their completed projects to
3 local nursing homes to thank their veteran residents for their service.

Nancy Doutt,
Membership Chairman Ladies Auxiliary
As of the writing of this letter, 61% of our members
were early birds by paying their dues by Veterans
Day. Your membership cards are on their way to
you. For those new members who have not yet
been initiated, we’d love to hold an initiation ceremony for you at the beginning of our December
10th gathering so you can receive your membership packet and card. Then we’ll have our pot luck,
filling of the 200 ditty bags for Wade Park VA, and
the fun white elephant game.
—Continued on page 6
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SONS OF
THE AMERICAN LEGION
Charles O’Malley,
S.A.L. Commander
Greetings from the Sons! Hope everyone enjoyed they holidays and are prepared for the New Year!
I would like to thank our volunteers, especially Andy who always prepares a great meal, who came out to
help serve dinner on Veteran’s Day, along with a big heartfelt THANK YOU TO THE VETERANS for their
service! Our Veteran’s dinner did great and fed many Veterans! As always we welcome more Veterans and
their families to come and eat!
Thank you to everyone who came out to our tailgates and Duck Race this past year. Thank you to the great
volunteers and patrons who keep them going! We will have more tailgates this coming year and hope to
see more faces. We are planning a Duck Race or another event to have the beginning of the year.
Our monthly meetings are still every second Wednesday of the month at 7:30pm upstairs at the Post.
Please come and enjoy an evening with the S.A.L.’s! We’d appreciate your input on ideas for future projects, ways to reach out and help Veterans and their families along with the children in our community.
We’d like to be involved and help around the community and in the Post.
Thank you all again and enjoy!

Charlie
—Continued on page 7

CHARITY REPORT
Tom Morgan, Finance Officer
Post 91 has made the following donatations for the months of Ocotber and November 2018:
American Cancer Society.............................................................................................
Berea Kiwanis Club.......................................................................................................
City Mission....................................................................................................................
Middleburg Early Education Center...........................................................................
Salvation Army..............................................................................................................
Southwest Hospice Luminaria....................................................................................
Total........................................................................................................................

5

www.postbythelake.org

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

100
50
110
150
50
150
610

The American Legion Auxiliary—continued from page 4

Nancy Doutt, Community Service &
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation (VA&R)
Chairman Ladies Auxiliary
By the time you read this, the Giving Tree will be
up in the canteen, and the deadline will almost
be near. Please check the tag if the gift should be
wrapped or left unwrapped, and the due date. This
year’s recipients will be children through Berea
Community Outreach, Veterans’ families through
Church Street Ministries, and some elderly in the
community. If you are not able to shop for a tag
from the tree, Auxiliary elves would love to be your
secret shopper. You can either pick a tag, give the
money, and we’ll shop for it; or you can donate
money, and we’ll pick a tag from the tree. To help
the parents of the children through outreach wrap
their presents for their children, please include a
gift bag or box and tissue paper with your item
if you are able. Or, instead of taking a tag, we’ll
accept donations of wrapping paper, gift bags, tissue paper, ribbons, bows and scotch tape. Also for
consideration, is going in on a gift with someone
else, or your Monday night raffle table of friends.
Thank you in advance for your kind hearts and
generosity. If you have any questions, please contact Marianna Peris at (440) 223-6444 or Nancy
Doutt at (440) 552-4713.

Vicki Chainey,
Pick 3 Drawing Ladies Auxiliary
The Ladies Auxiliary would like to thank everyone
that played the Nov. Lottery, we hope that you
where one of the many winners. We are going to
be able to help many others with the profits from
this fund-raiser. Thank You All!

Barb Hendricks,
Raffle, Ladies Auxiliary
As the year comes to an end I’d like to wish everyone a wonderful holiday season.
Your generosity and support has helped so many
individuals. As of November we have donated over
$4,500. Thank you so much!
The following donations have been made from the
SEPTEMBER, OCTOBER and NOVEMBER raffles:
Wade Park VA..................................................
Bus passes to
men and woman veterans......................
Homeless Stand Down..................................
Giving Tree – Veteran Day
basket & Monday night drawing............

$ 202
$ 237
$ 220
$ 875

Total.............................................................. $1,534

Nancy Doutt,
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation (VA&R)
Chairman Ladies Auxiliary
We had a fun time on our ward visit and playing bingo with the veterans in the month of
November. Watch future newsletters for
upcoming events with the veterans at
Wade Park VA Hospital.

www.postbythelake.org
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Sons of the American Legion—continued from page 5

Jim Matej,
S.A.L. Membership
It is RENEWAL TIME FOR MEMBERSHIP DUES in
the Sons of the American Legion. As you know,
membership is the life blood of any organization. Your $25.00 membership dues contribute to
the overall programs of the Sons of the American
Legion and keep our membership growing. You
are important to us. Your promptness in forwarding dues at this time is greatly appreciated.
Thanks to all who have renewed their S.A.L. membership for 2019. This year’s quota is 390 and as of
November 11th, we have renewed 140 members
or 36% of quota. I hope the remaining members
send their dues in by the end of this year. As a
reminder, if you have NOT paid your 2019 dues by
December 31st, your door card will be de-activated, and you will no longer be eligible for the weekly drawing, let alone have access to the canteen.
We welcome the following new S.A.L. members:
Dennis Pace • William Davenport
Meetings are still on the 2ND WEDNESDAY of
the MONTH at 7:30PM at the Post. They only last
about an hour—come see what we have planned
for our members of the POST 91 family. We can
always use your input & help.
From all the officers of Squadron 91, we hope
that you and your loved ones have a very HAPPY
HOLIDAY SEASON.
If you have a question about membership, or
have moved, drop us a note or send us an email at
salpost91@gmail.com
Please send dues to:
Sons of the American Legion Squadron 91
91 American Legion Parkway
Berea, Ohio 44017
Please include your Membership ID# with the
payment. If your dues have already been paid we
thank you.

Jim
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AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS
Keith Szuch,
A.L.R. Director
Hello all,
Boy, this year just seemed to fly by as I find myself
writing the last article for the newsletter for the
year.
I would like to thank everyone that attended our
annual PIG ROAST on SEPTEMBER 22ND, it was
huge success. My thanks to the volunteers that
helped with the setup, serving and clean up for this
event. A special thanks goes to John Beltowski’s
son, who by the way is not an A.L.R. Member, for
jumping in and running food from the kitchen to
the serving line and helping with the cleanup.
We do not have any upcoming events on the
schedule, but are working on a few for next year.
A reminder to everyone that the breakfast has
started. Breakfast is served from 10am to Noon
the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month.
To the riders, remember to come to the December
meeting as that is when we start making and
accepting nominations for 2019 officers. Also, that
would be a good time to pay your 2019 dues.
In closing I would like to wish everyone a MERRY
CHRISTMAS and HAPPY NEW YEAR.
For those of you that go out and celebrate on New
Year’s Eve, please be careful—we want to see all of
you next year!

Keith
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10-12pm

30

23 A.L.R
Breakfast 10-12pm

A.L.R.
Meeting Noon

31
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5:00pm

24

17

7:30PM
Meeting

3

2
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MONDAY

Children’s Christmas Party
Dec 8 2018

Closed
Merry Christmas

25

18

11

4

TUESDAY

Weekly Drawing
8:30

26 Lunch Liver & Onions

19 Lunch –
Kielbasa & Kraut

7:30 PM Meeting

12 Lunch –
Cabbage/Noodles

5 Lunch –
BBQ Chicken

7pm 1st Sat of the
month thru winter

WEDNESDAY

Sunshine Fund
Contact
Marilla Baher
216-299-7744

Marianna Peris
440-223-6444

28

21

14

7

FRIDAY

Hall Rentals

7PM E-Board

27

20

7PM Meeting

13

6

THURSDAY

DJ 7pm

Mon,Wed & Fri
6/8pm
Thurs 7/9pm
LUNCHES
Tue - Fri 11/2pm

Kitchen Open

29

22

15

Children’s
Christmas Party

8

1

SATURDAY

9

27 A.L.R Breakfast
10-12pm

A.L.R. Mtg

20

28

7PM
Color Guard

21

7:30PM
Meeting

14

13 A.L.R Breakfast
10-12pm

29

22

15

Onions

30 Lunch – Liver &

Garlic Parmesan
Mushroom Chicken

23 Lunch –

Swedish Meatballs

16 Lunch –

7:30 PM Meeting

Meatloaf

9 Lunch –

8

7

BBQ Chicken

2 Lunch –
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Open 12 noon

WEDNESDAY

Weekly Drawing
8:30pm

1

TUESDAY

7pm 1st Sat of the
month thru winter

MONDAY

Sunshine Fund
Contact
Marilla Baher
216-299-7744

Marianna Peris
440-223-6444

25

18

11

4

FRIDAY

Hall Rentals

31

7PM E-Board

24

17

7PM Meeting

10

3

THURSDAY

LUNCHES
Tue - Fri 11/2pm

Mon,Wed & Fri
6/8pm
Thurs 7/9pm

Kitchen Open

26
Ladies Aux
Spaghetti Dinner

19

12

DJ 7-11pm
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SATURDAY

FROM THE EDITOR
Maureen Bauhof,
Editor
Hello Post 91 Members,
I hope everyone had a nice Thanksgiving holiday
with family & friends. This is the time of year when
we need to think about how thankful we are and
how we can give back to the community.
ALBERT’S KITCHEN SERVES LUNCHES Tuesday
thru Friday from 11am – 2pm. Monday, Wednesday
& Friday from 6 – 8pm and Thursday from 7 – 9pm.
Fish Fry’s start in January and run through Good
Friday.
The first Saturday of the month thru the winter
the Canteen is featuring a DJ. Stop down & enjoy!
MERRY CHRISTMAS and a HAPPY NEW YEAR to
you and yours.

Maureen

Soldiers’ Christmas
Creeping through the silent night,
Things that move are things of fright,
Sleigh bells never ringing now
Angels seldom singing now
Nothing comes to make their season bright.
Helicopters—guns and tanks
Moving now in guarded ranks,
Not a bit of Christmas cheer
That must wait ‘til they’re home next year,
Since their only present is your “Thanks.”

Here at home with Christmas cheer
In this fun time of the year,
Let’s pause a bit from what we’ve planned,
Singing songs—with praises... and
Send a loving hug to soldiers dear.

Now with many flags unfurled
Boys and girls from ‘round the world
Lift their voices—battle cry
Bound to win or bound to die
Brave young heroes all—to chaos hurled.

Ring the bells and praise the Lord
For our soldiers’ love outpoured,
Post their names upon your tree
As they fight to keep us free.
Remember their gift forevermore.

www.postbythelake.org 10

BULLETIN BOARD
Upcoming Events—

New / Current Membership

December

The American Legion — David Angerer, Noah Bentley, Sandra Colburn, Shane Cornell, Richard
Czyrba, Frank DeCosta, Donn Dietz, Dennis Hallman, Dennis Holstein, Robert Kernciglova, Robert
Kobovick, Michael Kopycinski, Edwin Lasecki, Crystal Lee, Dominic Legarth, Preston Manney, Richard
Metzger, Angel Morales, John Oleniacz, Theodore Wosnak

Mark your calendars for these upcoming events

1
8
9
23
24
25

DJ 7–11pm
Children’s Christmas Party
A.L.R. Breakfast
A.L.R. Breakfast
Canteen Closes 6pm
Canteen Closed – Merry Christmas!

January
1 Canteen Open 12 Noon —
Happy New Year!
5 DJ 7–11pm

WWII Vets — We are also very honored to welcome three (3) World War 11 Veterans to our ranks:
Paul Goethe, Donald Hagen, Walter Heilman – welcome aboard gentleman!
American Legion Auxiliary — Linda Bruce, Bonnie Davis, Gabrielle Davis, Ruth Davis, Coleen
Feador, Casie Hudak, Marsha Huffman, Sharon Kerber, Carla Lasecki, Pam Mazzeo, Sharon Miller, Janice
Murphy, Bambi Smith, Lori Smith, Barbara Withrow
Sons of the American Legion — Dennis Pace, William Davenport
Taps — Gerald Reye, Carmen Monachino, Rudolph Banar, John Lengel, Frank Miner
Membership & Info — Please call 440-234-0091 or visit our website: www.postbythelake.org.

13 A.L.R. Breakfast
27 A.L.R. Breakfast

Hall Information
Hall Rentals — Please contact Marianna Peris, Monday– Saturday 9:00am to 5:00pm
@440-234-0091 or 440‑223‑6444.

Thank you to Sam, Grace, Patrick
and Sawyer who have been helping
Stacey Lehmann make placemats
for Veterans. We so appreciate all
of your help! Thank you so much!

