December 2020 / January 2021

COMMANDER’S CORNER
Greetings American Legion Post 91 family members:
The Coronavirus seems to have taken over most of our daily conversations. Rest assured, at Post 91 we
are working hard every hour we are open to clean and sanitize our building to prevent the spread of this
virus. Everyone can provide some additional assistance if you visit the Post; consider wiping down the
area where you were seated. We have sanitation stations throughout the canteen and our bartenders
are required to sanitize as people leave the Post. We all must do our part to beat this thing down. Thank
you for your understanding and any help you provide to protect everyone.
On Veterans Day, Post 91 received a replacement Medal of Honor for Albert E. Baesel. The original was
misplaced prior to the 1980’s. Through the hard work of descendant Gary Cole, and the United States
Army, the replacement Medal of Honor has come home to Post 91. We will be displaying the Medal
of Honor below Albert E. Baesels’ painting on our Memorial Wall. We have posted the event on the
Post Facebook page, and news media Cleveland.com has an article covering the event. We are very
grateful the Baesel descendants for entrusting Post 91 to display Albert E. Baesels’ Medal of Honor for
generations to come.
Our Reverse Raffle scheduled for November 14th has been postponed until Jan 30, 2021. Other events are
also being evaluated as to the number of people that could possibly attend. We will follow state of Ohio
guidelines and maintain a safe environment for all. As with every business, our revenue is down, and we
are trying our best to maintain hours of operation. The Executive board in October planned to change
our hours of operation back to noon until 11:00PM daily. Providing new rules don’t override our plans
we look forward to expanded hours of canteen and kitchen food service. We hope you will continue to
support Post 91.
If you haven’t paid your 2021 membership dues as of yet, please do so now.
Should paying your membership dues cause a hardship, please contact any officer to discuss how we
may help you. As you most likely will read this after Thanksgiving, I hope you all enjoyed the day with
family and/or friends. I wish everyone a Very Merry Christmas and a Joyous New Year. We will all be glad
when 2020 is finally behind us, and look forward to a better 2021.
Service above Self – Thank a Vet.
For God and Country

Mel
Hall Rentals
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Monday though Saturday 9:00am to
5:00pm @440-234-0091
Marilla Baher, Legion Sunshine Fund
•
Member benefit
•
For
member or member’s immediate
family
•
Hall Usage 4 Hours for “Celebration of
Life”
•
Post 91 provides food at no charge
Contact Legion 440-234-0091 to confirm
availability of Hall
Contact Marilla Baher 216-299-7744 to
organize everything.

FEATURE STORY
Veterans Find It Easier To Share War Stories With Fellow Vets Than With Non-Vets.
But there is a lot more to military life than the worst of the worst. And since only a small fraction of
veterans ever see actual combat, there are lots of fascinating stories to be told about other aspects of
military life.
In fact, most veterans would be happy to share their military stories about coming of age, buddies for
life, humorous situations, exotic cultures, travels, and more.
All they need (and want) is for someone to ask. Problem is that most people do not know how.
So, I have compiled a list of 10 questions that can “start the conversation” with any veteran. Trust me, you
will not be asking, “Did you kill anyone?”
These are questions that elicit stories you will want to hear, and veterans will be happy to share. Once the
stories begin to flow, your veteran will be grateful you took the time, and might want to share many more
stories.
To the veterans, you are always in my heart and mind. I encourage you to share your stories because they
can enrich your family in so many ways
For veteran families and others, please follow these steps:
1. Ask your veteran if he or she would not mind having a brief chat about their military service
2. Find a quiet space with a ‘low risk’ of any interruptions (or just make a call)
3. Share your questions with the veteran before asking (no potential surprises)
4. Ask the 10 questions below in the order in which they appear. (one builds upon the next)
5. Ask to follow up questions (just as you would when sharing stories with anyone else)
This dialog can be enormously beneficial, even therapeutic, for your veteran. You may become that
special person your veteran trusts enough to ‘continue the conversation’ in more depth. What a gift!
• Give the recordings to the vet or help make them available online or in a physical form of some kind.
Either way, you will be giving your veteran a chance to see the affect these stories have on people today,
while leaving a legacy for future generations tomorrow.
—Continued on page 7
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The American Legion
Tony Mazzeo, 1st Vice Commander
Remember to pay your dues before the end
of the year.
Dues are payable on-line@ mylegion.org or
send dues to:
American Legion Post 91
91 American Legion Parkway
Berea, Ohio 44017

Ton y

Jeff Myers, 2nd Vice Commander
Covid-19 SUCKS !! What a year 2020 has turned out
to be, with all our event Cancellations and now our
latest Reverse Raffle “Postponement” until January
30th. Everything is already lined up and in place
for a successful event, including the donation of a
hand crafted wooden American wavy flag from Joe
Burdick from Burdick Custom Flags to be raffled off.
Another round of Thanks goes out to the Ladies
Auxiliary for the Wonderful Lunch on Veterans Day,
and to our SAL group for the Excellent Dinner they
provided. Our post is blessed to have two great
organizations dedicated to providing for their
Veterans.

CHARITY REPORT

The month of December has the District Winter
Conference on December 6th at 10am, and the ALR
Breakfasts, and an early close on Christmas Eve at
5pm.Merry Christmas to everyone as the Post is
Closed on Christmas Day so everyone can enjoy time
with their families.

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS

Fish Fry’s Start on Friday Nights in January and run
through Good Friday, and the ALR Breakfasts are
the 2nd and 4th Sundays from 10-noon. Also, our
“Rescheduled” Reverse Raffle is January 30th.

Tom Morgan
Nothing to Report

Mike Ferrell
Nothing to Report

We are also currently at 12 Memorial bricks and
need 8 more to complete the order so we can send it
in the engravers, please consider purchasing one for
yourself, friend, or loved one.
GO BUCKEYES!! GO BROWNS!!
Always Remember to Thank A Veteran,
For God and Country!!
Always remember to Thank A Veteran,
For God and Country!!
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
.

Jeff
COLOR GUARD
Bob Roginsky, Color Guard

Hello all.
We are still looking for new members. One of our members Major Tina Majewski is deployed in
Kuwait right now and another member mike Farrell is Voluntering in North Carolina with FEMA.
We are two members down. We could use some help for any day time ceremonies that may come
up.
Call John Silvis Cell 440-823-1066 or Bob Roginsky home 440-582-5856

Bo b
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THE AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY
Marianna Peris, Ladies Auxiliary President
Hope this finds everyone doing well, or at least
surviving. Times are uncertain and a bit uncomfortable.
Do your best to stay safe, wear the mask and wash your
hands often. By the time I remember to take my mask
into the store, hopefully we won’t need them anymore.
guess it is helping me get my exercise. (ugh!!)
We were lucky to be open to show our thanks to our
Veterans on Veterans Day. The numbers for lunch were
low, but it was great to see those who could attend.
Thank you to all of our volunteers. More importantly
THANK YOU, to all of our VETERANS.
We were able to have our Lady Veterans lunch in
November. Once again the numbers were low, but those
that were there enjoyed a great lunch, a great guest
speaker and an afternoon of friendship. Thanks ladies.
The Auxiliary is always available to assist when
necessary, if you need help, just call, if we can help, we
will. Contact me at 440-223-6444.
Please stay safe and enjoy your holiday and Happy New
Year, we are in need of 2021 and to hopefully get rid of
COVID.

Marianna
Nina Zdravecky, 1st Vice Ladies Auxiliary

Nancy Doutt, Membership Chairman Ladies
Auxiliary
Membership
We had 249 “early birds”, which is 64.17% of our goal of
388 members. Thank you! Let’s hope the remaining
members pay by December 31st, so their key cards to
the Canteen do not get deactivated. If you sponsor a
Junior, their dues are just $6.00 and you can include their
dues with your dues. Thank you.
Giving Tree, Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation and
Military Care Packages
• The Giving Tree is going up a little earlier this year
due to an earlier deadline with Berea Community
Outreach. For all of you Black Friday shoppers, gift tags
will be available the afternoon on Friday, November
20, and gifts are due back by Friday, December 4.
Please check the tag if the gift should be wrapped or
unwrapped. If you cannot get to the Post to get a tag,
call me for a gift idea or other opportunities to help
someone in need this season.
• All bingo parties and ward visits at Wade Park VA
Hospital are still suspended. Please continue to collect
travel/trial size comfort items for the Veterans and leave
at the Post to the attention of Nancy Doutt.

Nothing to report.

• Thank you to those who have already donated items
or sent care packages to our Post member Christina
Majewski and her troop in Kuwait. We will continue
sending packages over the holidays.

Stacey Lehmann 2nd Vice Ladies Auxiliary

• To quote one of my favorites, Mother Teresa, “Love
cannot remain by itself – it has no meaning. Love has
to be put into action and that action is service.” Thank
you for all the love you show our Veterans and the
community.

Nina

Nothing to report.

Stacey

Nancy
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SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION
Duane Schaft, S.A.L. Commander

Jim Matej, S.A.L. Membership

Greetings from S.A.L. Squadron 91

Renewal Time for Squadron 91
2021 Membership Year – Annual Dues $30.00

We are planning to host another football tailgate.
Saturday, December 12th, Ohio State vs Michigan
at 12:00 pm in our canteen, so come enjoy the fun and
camaraderie. Since we are taking one week at a time,
any change in status of this tailgate will be posted in
the canteen, and on our SAL Facebook page Sons-ofthe-American-Legion-Squadron-91-Berea-Oh

The SAL team encourages participation in our monthly
meetings, which are held at Post 91 every second
Wednesday at 7:30pm. I am asking that every SAL
member talk to one friend or family member about
visiting a meeting. Please stop by. All are welcomed!
In Honor of Our Historical Monuments:
The Cuyahoga County Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Monument
was established in 1894 and is located on 3 Public
Square. The Commission is developing a video series,
which reveals the special aspects of this Monument.
New videos were recently posted. Please take the time
to either learn about the Monument’s significance, or
to reflect upon it.
“The Life and Death of James A. Garfield: One of Ohio’s
Greatest Sons” https://youtu.be/zmg1qKX7LYo. “The
Tragic Death of William McKinley and the 1901 G.A.R.
National Encampment”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CQnUTI1kJGg

Duane

It is renewal time for membership dues in the Sons of
the American Legion. As you may or may not know our
membership fee has increased to $30.00 for 2021. Your
membership is the life blood of our organization and
your $30.00 membership dues contribute to the overall
programs of the Sons of the American Legion and keep
our membership growing. You are important to us. Your
promptness in forwarding dues at this time is greatly
appreciated. We fell short again last year reaching our
quota and have gradually lost membership from our all
time high of 389 in 2018 to just around 340 members
last year. Our 2021 State of Ohio quota for 2021 has
been set at 344 members. Hopefully we can surpass
that number, remaining the largest and best Squadron
in the 13th District.
If you didn’t renew your membership in 2020 or were a
past member of Squadron 91 and haven’t been active
for a while drop off your information at Post 91 and we
will work with you to get reactivated.
If you moved or believe we do not have your correct
address leave us a note in the S.A.L membership
mailbox and we will update our records.
Please send dues to:
Sons of the American Legion Squadron 91
91 American Legion Parkway
Berea, Ohio 44017
Please include your Membership ID# with the payment.
If your dues have already been paid we thank you.
Meetings are still on the 2ND WEDNESDAY of the
MONTH at 7:30PM at the Post. They only last about an
hour, come see what we have planned for our members
of the POST 91 family. We can always use your input &
help.
If you have a question abot membership, moved, drop
us a note or send us an email at salpost91@gmail.com

Jim
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These military kids found an ingenious way to talk to their deployed dad
Years ago, when someone was deployed correspondence was through drawings, letters and video
greetings taped on VHS and sent back and forth. It was rare to be able to talk.
Being that it’s 2020, military families have access to any number of communications methods that
eliminate the need for snail mail. But that does not mean it makes missing a parent any easier.
For this family, a doorbell became a lifeline to their deployed dad. When Major Peter DeCrans
deployed to Kuwait last year for 10 months, he knew he would miss the everyday interactions with
his family.
After he deployed, his wife bought a Ring Doorbell. He suggested the kids use the doorbell to talk
to him, and the idea quickly took hold. It ended up being an incredibly special way for the family to
stay connected even when he was halfway around the world.

He was able to receive daily videos from his 7-year old son and 5-year-old daughter. The kids were
able to tell their dad stories about the ins and outs of their lives. His son shares that he wishes his
dad will come home, and waves as he steps off the porch saying, “Bye daddy, I’m going to school to
learn a lot.”
Another time, his son, excitedly updates his dad about how he has learned to ride a bike without
training wheels, shouting, “All I need for help is to push, and then I’m all going by myself!”
Most heart wrenching is his daughter, who leaves multiple messages wishing her dad would come
back soon. “Dada, I love you so much. Please, come home soon. I love you,” she says.
Major DeCrans couldn’t be home for his daughter’s birthday, but the ring made it awesome to see a
video of her because: “I was able to see that she was wearing a princess gown and bringing cookies
to her classroom. You can’t be there, but you still feel connected.”
“Ring definitely made me feel like I was always home—being able to see the faces of my kids, what
they were wearing, what my wife was wearing, seeing the neighbor kids coming to sell Girl Scout
cookies and Christmas wreaths—things like that.”
“You could just tell that it helped the kids deal with their dad’s deployment,” his wife said. “They
went up to [the doorbell], and they just knew that [their dad] was going to be on the other end.”

www.postbythelake.org
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Feature Story

Cont’d from pg 2

TEN QUESTIONS TO ASK A VETERAN
1. What motivated you to join the military?
2. Tell me a little about your time in bootcamp.
3. What was (is) your primary job after training (MOS)?
4. Where did you serve most of the time in service?
5. What rank are you most proud to have earned, and why?
6. Which medals or citations are you most honored to have received, and why?
7.

Tell me about some of the special people you met.

8. What was the best and worst ‘military’ food you were served, and why?
9. Tell me a funny story you experienced that could only happen in the military.
10. How did (does) your military experience affect your life today?
TIPS:
• If your veteran feels up to it, I highly recommend recording the stories (preferably in audio). This will not only
capture the veteran’s stories in his or her unique voice, personality, and dialect, but you can always transcribe the
audio into the written word. Although video is a powerful medium, without experienced preparation, many people
become too self-conscious of their appearance or other distractions.
• Ask your veteran if there are any photos he or she would like to share. Many veterans do not know how to tell
their stories. But reminiscing with photos can often elicit a flow of conversation that can easily be recorded.

Here’s how the US military celebrates Christmas when serving in warzones
Christmas is one of the most celebrated holidays of the year.
Across the United States, civilians will light up Christmas,
stockings will be hung, and the front lawns of countless homes
are brightened up by some impressive Christmas lights.
The men and women of the world’s militaries do not sit out
on these festivities either. Whether serving at home, or far
abroad, Christmas is a time for everyone to celebrate.
Here are photos that show how soldiers, sailors, and airmen
celebrate Christmas:
Despite being deployed to deserts, soldiers find a way to put
up Christmas trees at their bases, like this one in Afghanistan.
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FROM THE EDITOR Maureen Travers Bauhof
Hello Friends & Members

I hope you had a nice Thanksgiving. I miss seeing everyone, and hope that things will change,
and we can start social activities, going out to dinner and seeing friends. I am tired of sitting
home watching TV and keeping in touch by texts, phone & facetime. You must be feeling the
same way.
A lot of people are not following the guidelines for COVID-19. and the numbers are increasing.
Is it because you do not like being told what to do? Is it because you think the virus it’s a hoax?
Is it because you feel safe and feel you can go out?
Is it because you do not know anyone that has been ill from the virus?
I know that I am tired of the virus and the restrictions it has put upon us.
To slow things down, we must wear masks & social distance as we did in the spring. We need
to think positive .... and think of others. Do you know someone that is alone, or in a nursing or
retirement home? Take a few minutes to call them & see how they are.
For changes at the Post, check:
Post by the Lake website: http://postbythelake.org/ and the Facebook pages of the Units.
Post

https://www.facebook.com/PostByTheLake

Auxiliary https://www.facebook.com/ladiesauxiliary91
S.A.L.

https://www.facebook.com/Sons-of-the-American-Legion-Squadron-91-Berea-Oh-134959916536895/

Riders

https://www.facebook.com/American-Legion-Post-91-Riders-101227318179413/

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year. Stay safe!

Maureen

US military celebrates Christmas -ont’d from pg 7
Home holiday themed humor can be seen. Here, a soldier rides a military
motorcycle dressed as Santa Claus after distributing gifts in Ghazi province,
Afghanistan
Prayer services are held on Christmas Eve, and on Christmas Day. Here, US
troops attend a Christmas celebration at Bagram airfield
Prayer services are held on Christmas Eve, and on Christmas Day. Here, US troops attend a Christmas
celebration at Bagram airfield
To show appreciation, high ranking officers will serve the food. Here Afghan and US
Generals serve Christmas dinner to soldiers and service members.
Santa will make a regular appearance at bases across the world. As well as to help
at home.
Merry Christmas!

www.postbythelake.org
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The American Legion:

Upcoming Events
Mark your calendars for
Dec 18 S,A,L. Tailgate
OSU vs Mixhigan 12 noon
Oct 24 Trunk or Treat
Jan 30 Reverse
(Reschedule)

Raffle

Watch for updates on the
Website, Facebook & Emails

Nothing to Report
Please welcome all our newest
members!
American Legion Auxiliary
New: Kaila Baher, Judy Drager, Mary
Ann Reinhart
Sons of the American Legion
Taps: Brian Riddle, James D. Smith
Sick List: Ray Kozlowski, Joe West, Jerry
Crittle, Debbie Himes, Audrey Roginsky

BULLITEN BOARD

