February/March 2022

COMMANDER’S CORNER
Greetings American Legion Family Members:
Don’t know about you but I’m ready for spring; even though we haven’t had much of a winter so far, March 20th is
looming just around the corner.
The electronic raffle machines in the canteen will be off until April 1st or at least till the State of Ohio figures out how
to get some of the money generated by the machines. So, to add to your enjoyment Sarah and Kaylin have brought in a
bowling machine, and have started a dart league. I understand they are still looking for dart team players and floaters.
Also, I hear there will be a bowling league coming soon, if not already in place. See the ladies if you’re interested in
either option, and thanks to Sarah and Kaylin for all the hard work and time to set up these new entertainments.
Our kitchen remains open Monday through Friday - Noon/2:00pm for full menu ordering. Evening hours are Monday
6/8:00pm (full menu & some specials) – Tuesday 5/7:00pm (taco’s) - Wednesday 5/7:00pm (see calendar for dinner
specials) – Thursday 6/8:00pm – wings, with special wing night the third Thursday 7/9:00pm – and Friday night fish fries
are back 6/8:00pm. So don’t sit at home deciding what to have for lunch and/or dinner. Come down and enjoy good
food, drinks, and the fellowship of your Post 91 family members. Good times to be had by all.
Finally, a big “thank you” to George Masie who set up the dart area, mounting the boards and relocating all the “gifts
for the yanks” plaques.
A lot of work gets done at your Post, and most goes on during closed hours. My thanks go each and every one that
contributes to making your Post home an enjoyable place to visit & hang out with your friends. Work parties are held
the second Saturday of each month. Whether you’re a legionnaire, auxiliary member, or S.A.L., I encourage you to
reach out & let us know you’re willing & able to assist with the constant upkeep needed at post 91. Thank you all for
your continued support of post 91.
Happy valentine’s day and see you st. Pat’s day – Thursday march 17th.
Service above self – thank a vet.
For god and country

Mel

Hall Rentals
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Please contact Tina Berti 440-532-2586

Marilla Baher, Legion Sunshine Fund
•
Member benefit
•
For member or member’s immediate
•
Family
•
Hall Usage 4 Hours for “Celebration of
•
Life”
•
Post 91 provides food at no charge
Contact Legion 440-234-0091 to confirm
availability of Hall
Contact Marilla Baher 216-299-7744 to
organize everything.

FEATURE STORY
US Wars Rarely Found in History Books
You’ve heard of the Vietnam War, but what about the “secret war” in Laos? Over 16 million members of
the Greatest Generation fought in World War II, but what about the 5.8 million Americans who served in
the “Forgotten War?”
History is full of conflicts that have become footnotes in American history books—if they make it in at
all. Here are five secret or forgotten wars that are commonly overlooked.
1. Philippine-American War
During the Spanish-American War, rebels in the Philippines proclaimed their independence after 300
years of Spanish rule… only to have their hopes for a free nation written off with a few pen strokes when
the Treaty of Paris was signed in 1898, handing the Philippines to the United States. Rebel leader Emilio
Aguinaldo—who had convened a revolutionary assembly that drew up the first democratic constitution
in Asia—launched a revolt.
The United States responded by sending in troops and by war’s end, over 4,000 American soldiers had
died, ten times the number of Americans killed in the Spanish-American War. Losses among locals were
worse: 20,000 Filipino insurgents and an unknown number of civilians lost their lives in the fight for
independence.
David Silbey, associate director, Cornell in Washington and author of A War of Frontier and Empire:
The Philippine-American War, 1899-1902, writes that the Philippine-American War “was our last war of
manifest destiny and western expansion and our first imperial land war in Asia. It was the United States
testing out what role it would have on the world stage and bringing with it all the complicated racial and
cultural attitudes that shaped American society at home.”
2. The Korean War: ‘The Forgotten War’
As U.S. infantrymen pass a line of fleeing refugees during the Korean War, circa 1950.
The Korean War (1950-1953) was the first military action of the Cold War, though it’s often overshadowed
by the victory of the Allies in World War II, earning it the nickname “the Forgotten War.” It began when
soldiers from the communist North Korean People’s Army crossed the 38 parallel into the pro-Western
Republic of Korea (today’s South Korea). American troops were sent to support the South and by the time
a ceasefire was proclaimed in 1953, over five million soldiers and civilians had died. To this day, a formal
peace treaty has not been signed.
Sheila Miyoshi Jager, professor of East Asian Studies at Oberlin and author of Brothers at War: The
Unending Conflict in Korea, writes, “Most histories of the Korean War stop with the armistice; the fact
that no peace treaty was ever signed is presented in most history books as an unusual fact and that is
all. However, the absence of a final conclusion to the Korean War has kept it alive as a major influence on
Asian affairs.”
--Continued Pg 7
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The American Legion
Tony Mazzeo, 1st Vice Commander
Please take the time to renew your 2022
membership.
Choose to do it online at @mylegion.org or
send/drop it to the Post.

A m e r i c an L eg i on Pos t 91
9 1 A mer i c an L egion Pa rk wa y
Be re a O hi o 44017
O u r qu ot a i s 676 . We ha ve 541 renewed
w i t h 1 34 ren ew ing online.
We a re at 89% of our quota .

Ton y
Jim Lockyear, 2nd Vice Commander
Nothing to report

COLOR GUARD
Bob Roginsky, Color Guard
Hello all
Color Guard is alive and well. We we meet
on the 3rd Tuesday every month at 7:00 pm.
Please stop in to see what we are about. We
are always looking for new members. For
more information call, John Silvis, cell phone
440-823-1066 or Bob Roginsky. home 440-5825856

Bob
FINANCE
Tom Morgan, Treasurer nothing
Nothing to report
AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS,
Mike Ferrell
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Nothing to Report

THE AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY
Marianna Peris, Auxiliary President
Hello Veterans and Families....
The Auxiliary is currently in the planning stage for 2022 events. Please mark your calendar for April: Bunny
Brunch, May: Garage sale and Plant Sale and June: Father’s Day Breakfast. We hope many of you will
participate in these events.
Children’s Christmas Party was low in numbers, but enjoyed by those who attended. Life is still a little
uncertain.
During this winter season if you need help with grocery shopping, please contact me. We will shop for you,
but can’t take you. Sorry. Hopefully more of you will be stopping at the Post for bowling and/or dart league.
Sounds like lots of fun. Don’t forget the good food and especially fish fry. I tried the fish fry in January, and
it was great, new breading on the fish and homemade pierogies by the bar managers, yum!
Stay safe and warm and contact Marianna if we can assist you in anyway, 440-223-6444.

Marianna
Nina Zdravecky, 1st Vice Auxiliary			

Stacey Lehmann 2nd Vice Ladies Auxiliary

Nothing to report.						Nothing to report.

		
Nancy Doutt, Auxiliary Membership,
Death has entered our ranks again and our Unit mourns the loss of member Erin Dennis. Surely there is an
after-life for all who have been loyal and true: a life to which light and peace shall come, where the burden
shall be lifted and the heartache shall cease, where the love, the hope, and the fulfillment that escapes us here
shall be given to us to be ours forever. May her soul and the souls of all our faithful departed rest in peace.
As of the writing of this newsletter, we have processed 317 new or renewed members, which is 86.6% of our
2022 goal of 366. Thank you to everyone who has paid your dues, which helps support all of our Auxiliary
programs.
Auxiliary Scholarship
The Auxiliary scholarship applications will be available in the Canteen February 1st. At a minimum, a $500
scholarship is awarded to an applicant who is seeking continuing education beyond the high school level. The
applicant must be a relative of a member of our Post (or can even be the member!). Previous winners may
apply.
The Auxiliary scholarship is funded by the annual garage sale. In the past several years we have been
fortunate to raise enough from the garage sale to award our main scholarship and many others in lesser
increments. Start gathering your treasures for our May sale. Watch for details in the next newsletter and
signs in the Canteen.
Annual Reports
It feels like our reporting year just started, but in mid-March we will start preparing our annual reports that
are due April 15, that highlight all of the good works we have done since last March. Please call me or leave
a note in my mailbox in the Canteen with anything you think we might be able to use in our reports. This
includes any time or money spent helping Veterans, helping in your child’s or grandchild’s classroom, voted,
wrote a letter to your political representatives or a letter to your editor, contributed to or participated in a
charitable event, raked leaves for your neighbor, volunteered in a food pantry or animal rescue, etc.
It all counts! Call me at (440) 552-4713.

Nancy
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Son’s of the American LEGION
Duane Schaft, S.A.L. Commander

This January our Post 91 hosted the SAL 13th District meeting. The event was well attended.
Thank you to all the SAL volunteers, Commander Mel Baher for the welcome remarks, Canteen
management, and Legion Riders for sharing the facilities. I believe out Post make a positive
impression.
In conjunction with the Legion, Auxiliary, and Legion Riders, SAL continues to support this year’s
Friday Fish Frys.

SUPER BOWL

The Sons of the American Legion Squadron 91 will be holding a Super Bowl party on
Sunday, February 13th.
The festivities will start when the hall doors open at 4:30 pm. Game time at 6:30 pm.
Your $25 ticket will include food, snacks, beer, pop, and the game on the big screen.
There will be raffles, $10 squares, and sideboards.
Details and tickets are available from Jeff Haas jhaas49@yahoo.com 400-227-9723.
Visit our SAL Facebook page Sons-of-the-American-Legion-Squadron-91-Berea-Oh for any updates on SAL
activities.
If you have any questions about our organization, please contact an officer or send us an email at
salpost91@gmail.com.
The SAL team encourages participation in our monthly meetings, which are held every second Wednesday
at 7:30 p.m.
Reminder, if not paid already, don’t forget to submit your $30 SAL dues. For additional information on
membership, please send us an email at salpost91@gmail.com.
Jim Matej, S.A.L. Membership
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Nothing to report

FEATURE ARTICLE

US Wars Rarely Found in History Books --Continued from Pg 2
3. The ‘Secret War’ in Laos
Laos is the most heavily-bombed country per capita in the world. The U.S. bombing of Laos (1964-1973)
was part of a clandestine attempt by the CIA to wrest power from the Pathet Lao, a communist group
allied with North Vietnam and the Soviet Union during the Vietnam War. Laos was critical to Dwight D.
Eisenhower’s Domino Theory of keeping communism at bay, and presidents John F. Kennedy, Lyndon B.
Johnson and Richard Nixon all escalated the bombings, which largely targeted North Vietnamese supply
routes along the Ho Chi Minh Trail that stretched from Vietnam into Cambodia and Laos.
While the U.S. invasion and bombing of Cambodia drew international protests, The Secret War in Laos
remains largely shrouded in secrecy even as it marked the beginning of a more militarized CIA that would
go on to fight proxy wars in Latin America and the Middle East.
4. Cambodian Genocide
The aftermath of heavy bombing in Snuol, Cambodia, during the Cambodian Campaign of the Vietnam
War, photographed May 11, 1970.
The Cambodian genocide (1975-1979) led to the deaths of over two million people at the hands of Pol Pot
and the Khmer Rouge—and was exacerbated by the U.S. bombing and invasion of Cambodia. Vaddey
Ratner, author of In the Shadow of the Banyan and Music of the Ghosts, and a survivor of the genocide,
writes, “While the Khmer Rouge genocide is a tragedy perpetrated by Cambodians, the U.S. aerial
bombing campaign created the destruction and chaos that enabled the Khmer Rouge to seize power. That
bombing, extending for eight years and long kept secret from the American public, was, in the eyes of
American officials, a ‘sideshow’ to the war in Vietnam.”

5. American-Indian Wars
Many elementary school students in the United States are introduced to Native Americans in the context
of the First Thanksgiving. They don’t reemerge until they become side notes in lesson plans on Manifest
Destinyand the American West—a narrative that often ends at Wounded Knee in 1890. The term “The
American-Indian Wars” groups multiple conflicts between diverse tribes and settlers spanning nearly
three centuries of American History.
David Treuer, author of The Heartbeat of Wounded Knee, writes, “Rather than a sidebar to American
history proper, Native American history IS American history. You can’t, for example, understand the
American Revolution without considering that one of the main reasons for revolt against Britain was
over the question of whether the colonists or their British masters got to reap the benefit of westward
expansion; you can’t understand the tension between states’ rights and federal power unless you
understand the removal of the 5 Civilized Tribes from the American Southeast in the 1820s and ‘30s and
how that paved the way for the expansion of slavery…Native people have been, since the beginning,
involved and implicated in the making of America.”
BY JESSICA PEARCE ROTONDI Jessica Pearce Rotondi
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OLD FRIENDS …… AND THEN IT IS WINTER
You know time has a way of moving quickly and catching you unaware of the
passing years. It seems like yesterday that I was young, just married, and
embarking on my new life with my mate. Yet in a way, it seems like eons ago,
and I wonder where all those years went.
I know that I lived them all. I have glimpses of how it was back then and of all
my hopes and dreams. But here it is...the winter of my life, and it catches me
by surprise... How did I get here so fast? Where did the years go and where
did my youth go? I remember well seeing older people through the years and
thinking that those "older people" were years away from me and that winter was so far off that I could not
fathom it or imagine fully what it would be like.
But here it is...My friends are retired and getting grey... they move slower, and I see an older person in
myself now. Some are in better and some in worse shape than me... but, I see the great change. Not like
the ones that I remember who were young and vibrant...but, like me, their age is beginning to show, and we
are now those older folks that we used to see and never thought we'd be.
Each day now, I find that just getting a shower is a real target for the day! Taking a nap is not a treat
anymore.. it's mandatory! Cause if I don't on my own free will... I just fall asleep where I sit!
Now I enter this new season of my life unprepared for all the aches and pains, the loss of strength, & ability
to do things that I wish I had done & never did!! But at least I know, that though the winter has come, I'm
not sure how long it will last... this I know, that when it's over on this earth... it's over. A new adventure will
begin!
Yes, I have regrets. There are things I wish I hadn't done... things I should have done, but indeed, there are
also many things I'm happy to have done. It's all in a lifetime.
So, if you're not in your winter yet... let me remind you, that it will be here faster than you think. Whatever
you would like to accomplish in your life, please do it quickly! Don't put things off too long!! Life goes by
quickly. Do what you can TODAY, as you can never be sure whether this is your winter or not!
You have no promise that you will see all the seasons of your life... so, LIVE FOR TODAY & say all the
things that you want your loved ones to remember. and hope that they appreciate and love you for all the
things that you have done for them in all the years past!!
"Life" is a GIFT. The way you live your life is your gift to those who come after. Make it a fantastic one.
Remember: "It is Health that is real Wealth and not pieces of gold and silver."
Your kids are becoming you......but your grandchildren are perfect!
Going out is good. coming home is even better!
You forget names... but it's OK, because other people forgot they even knew you!!!
You realize you're never going to be good at anything.... especially golf.
The things you used to care to do, you no longer care to do, but you really do care that you don't care to do
them.
You sleep better on a lounge chair with the TV blaring than in bed. It's called "pre-sleep."
You miss the days when everything worked with just an "ON" and "OFF" switch.
You tend to use more 4 letter words ... "what? “...”when?"...???
Now that you can afford expensive jewelry, it's not safe to wear it anywhere.
What used to be freckles are now liver spots.
You have 3 sizes of clothes in your closet.... 2 of which you will never wear.
But "Old" is good in some things:
Old Songs, Old movies ...
best of all, our dear ...OLD FRIENDS!!
Stay well, "OLD FRIEND!"
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SUNDAY

7

14

MONDAY

7:30PM Meeting

13 A.L.R. Breakfast
10am/12noon

S.A.L. Super
Bowl Party
21

28

20

A.L.R. Meeting
Noon
27
A.L.R. Breakfast
10am/12noon

7PM
Board Meeting

1

8

15

22

TUESDAY

WEDENSDAY
2 Sandwiches

Schnitzels

9 Chicken Stir Fry
7:30pm Mtg
Beef/Chicken
Kebabs

16
Meatloaf All Day

23 Chicken
Alfredo
Spaghetti
Meatballs or
Sausage

S.A.L. Super Bowl Party - February 13,2022 –
Doors open 4:30p - Game Starts 6:30p big screen TV
$25 ticket - food, snacks, beer & pop,
Raffles, $10 squares, & Sideboards.
Contact for Tickets Jeff Haas
440-227-9723 jhaas49@yahoo.com
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SATURDAY

3

11

19

FRIDAY

10

18

26

THURSDAY

7PM Meeting
17

25

Sunshine Fund

Tues/Wed 5/7
Mon, Thu/Fri 6/8
3rd Thur 7/9

Kitchen Open

24

Hall Rentals

Contact
Marilla Baher
216-299-7744

7PM E-Board

Tina Bereti
440-532-2586

LUNCHES
Mon – Fri 12-2pm
pm

10am/12noon

27 A.L.R. Breakfast

A.L.R. Meeting
Noon

20

Watch the sings
At the Post
For details

MONDAY

7PM
Board Meeting

28

21

7:30PM Meeting

14

13 A.L.R. Breakfast

10am/12noon

7

6

SUNDAY

29

22

15

8

1

TUESDAY

30

Manicotti

23 Cabbage Rolls

16
Chicken
Quisidellas
All Day

Swiss Steak

7:30 PM
Meeting

9 Pork Chop

Pizza

2 Beef Stew

WEDENSDAY

Sunshine Fund
Contact
Marilla Baher
216-299-7744

Tina Bereti
440-532-2586

25

18

11

4

FRIDAY

Hall Rentals

31

7PM E-Board

24

7PM Meeting
17 St Pat’s Day

10

3

THURSDAY

LUNCHES
Mon – Fri 12-2pm
pm

Tues/Wed 5/7
Mon, Thu/Fri 6/8
3rd Thur 7/9

Kitchen Open

26

19

12
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SATURDAY

FROM THE EDITOR
Maureen Travers Bauhof, Editor
Hello, Post 91 Families,
I don’t know about you, but I have had enough of the dark days, snow, black ice and cold weather! The
sun and pools are calling my name! Its been a rough couple of years and for some, it’s the first holiday
they spent with family & friends.
Albert’s cafe is serving both Lunch and Dinner Monday thru Friday. Why cook, spend time deciding
what to cook and clean up? Stop at the Post, enjoy a beverage & a tasty lunch or dinner. There’s good
conversation with members and now Sarah & Kaylin are planning ways to keep everyone involved.
Bowling leagues & dart leagues have started as well as bar bingo. Stop down to sign up for one or both
of the leagues.
Our cooks are creating different specials on Wednesday for lunch and dinner. Monday night special or
order off the menu, Taco Tuesday, Thursday wings & special wings are the 3rd week of the month. The
week ends with a Fish Fry on Friday and home made pierogi’s by our cooks & kitchen staff/friends.
This will be my last newsletter. I’ve told the Commander that due to eye problems I will not be able to
continue with the newsletter.
Wishing you & yours a safe winter.

Maureen

WHY I CHOOSE TO JOIN THE MILITARY
“I am Navajo. I grew up on the Navajo Reservation in Crystal, New Mexico. I was in 10th grade, not planning
to join the military at all. I was actually planning to go to college. One day, my history teacher ran into our
classroom and turned on the television. As he quickly shuffled through the channels, everyone stopped what
they were doing and became concerned. The news outlet showed the World Trade Center Towers in New York
City right after the second tower was hit.
What I saw that day changed this country and changed me. I thought about what I could do, how I can
support and protect my country. I went to a recruiter in Gallup, New Mexico, and started the process. I was
delayed entry until I graduated high school. On July 22, 2003, I got on the first plane ride to go to basic
training.
I was in the Army for 15 years, five months, and five days. As I look back, I am proud of my teenage self for
making that decision — that I stepped up, I volunteered, I made a major decision all on my own.”
— Reba Lynn Benally, 35, Army, Arizona.

I had always juggled with the idea of joining the military while in high school, but I chickened out instead,
[and] I went to college like most other recent graduates. After completing my BA in 2008, I had a rough
time finding a job and the economy was less than ideal. With student loans to pay off, I knew I had to figure
something out. So, I wandered into a recruiting office and signed up without having any knowledge of what I
was doing or getting myself into. I completed my five year Navy contract in 2014 and have no regrets.”
— Laura Muñoz, 34, Navy, North Carolina
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Upcoming Events
Mark your calendars for :
February
Feb 13 A.L.R. Breakfast 10/12pm
Feb 13 S.A.L. Super Bowl Party
Feb 27 ALR Breakfast 10/12pm
March
Mar 13 A.L.R. Breakfast
Mar 17 St Patricks Day
Mar 20 A.L.R. Meeting noon 1 pm
Mar 27 A.L.R. Breakfast

The Please welcome all our
newest members!
American Legion: Nothing to
report
American Legion Auxiliary
New: Charlene Cieker, Sherri
Flannick, Heidi Lennox, Laura
Palker, Serra VanZandt
New:Junior: Theodora Tukys
S.A.L.: Nothinh to report
Taps: Emil Gerbershagen, Erin
Dennis
Sick List: Nothing to Report

BULLETIN BOARD

